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The Greatest? 


Today England face the 
All Blacks. Are they the 
greatest rugby team of 
all time? (And, no, we 
don’t mean England.) 

See Chris Hewett, Time Off, page 24 


Army scientists kill 


1 1 ,000 animals a year 



Tory misery as MP quits 


Following two poor by-election results, in which the 
Conservatives held on to Beckenham with a reduced 
majority and lost Winchester to the Liberal Democ- 
rats by 21,000 votes, another Tory MP left the party 
to sit as an independent in the Commons. 

Peter Temple-Morris, the Leominster MP and a 
strong pro-European, was provoked into resigning af- 
ter the party leader, Wiliam Hague, had unexpectedly 
withdrawn the whip from him. This was seen as a bad 
own-goal on Mr blague’s part by other Tory moder- 
ates: the former deputy prime minister. Michael HeseL 
tine, publicly rebuked the party's new leader. Labour, 
meanwhile, denounced Mr Hague as “bonkers”. 
Politics, page 15 


Public school pom raids 


Two public schools - Durham School and Sedbergh 
School in Cumbria— were among the 15 places raided 
by police yesterday as part qf a co-ordinated operation 
against a chtbt pornography ring. Videos, computer 
equipment and letters were confiscated, before being 
checked to discover whether they contained child 
pornography. Three teachers are believed to be in- 
volved in the inquiry after a three-year investigation. 
There were no arrests. Page 4 


Masons must own up 


Freemasons joining the police, crown prosecution ser- 
vice and becoming magistrates, will be forced to de- 
clare their membership of the secret society under 
plans being drawn up by the Government. We have 
learned that a compulsory register is expected to be 
proposed later this month by Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary. Page 3; Editorial, page 24 


Young Britain talks back 


After a week of reports about the attitudes and hopes 
of Britons in their teens and early 20s, our younger 
readers respond, suggesting that those surveyed are 
boring; or liars: or arrogant. One criticises Swampy as 
a Luddite; another demands a return to the traditional 
younger values of "sex, drugs and rock'n'roll". Hamish 
McRae, author of a book on the world in 2020, con- 
cludest that it all points to a Britain which is becoming 
economically American, but socially more like the rest 


of Europe. Page 18 

Remember them? 


Knock, knock. Who’s there? The Spice Girts. The Spice 
Girls who? That’s showbiz. 

On page-23, we ask whether the bubble has burst for 
the gjris. and how they can rescue their careers. 



Sitting taigefc Rhesus monkeys were shot above the eye m exp eri ment s at the Portion Down base Phocpgaph: P KumarlPbnet Earth 


The Government has made much 
of its long-awaited ban on the use 
of animals in cosmetic testing}. But 
less has been heard about the 
huge increase in the number used 
in military experiments - one 
which looks set to grow further. 


The number of animals used and de- 
stroyed during military testing, including 
those subjected to nerve gases and “battle 
injuries” has more thah doubled since 1992, 
The Independent bas discovered. 

Last year 11221 procedures were car- 
ried out on animals, including marmosets, 
pigs, rabbits, Rhesus monkeys, sheep, 
goats, guinea pigs, rats and mice, ty the De- 
fence Evaluation and Research Agency 
(Dera), based at Forum Dawn. This com- 
pares with 4,500 procedures in 1992. 

Previous experiments have inducted 


for Newport West, from John Chisholm, 
chief executive of Dera, which states that 
the animal tests are “aimed atprovkfing the 
armed forces with safe and effective pro- 
tection against specific operational hazards". 

Mr Chisholm declines to list the pro- 
cedures to which it subjects the animals 
but Norman Baker, Liberal Democrat 
MP for Lewes, has established that Dera 
holds 36 separate project licenses for ani- 
mal testing, of which' six were classified as 
“substantial” - MoD-speak for proce- 
dures involving the greatest level of pain 
that can be inflicted under the law. 

The agency’s own figures show that tests 
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leys and subjected to blasts at dose range 
to test body armour. Monkeys were shot 
above the eye to investigate the effects of 
high velocity missiles on hrain tissue. 

Despite a public outcry, similar exper- 
iments may. still be continuing. A pro- 
gramme involving officers from the 
Defence Medical Services which conducts 
“research into the management of battle 
injury and brauma” has so far this year used 
46 pigs, 14 £heep and eight rabbits. 

The grt^th of the tests was revealed in 
a written answer to Paul Flynn, Labour MP 


on animals have risen steadily from 4,500 
in 1992, to 8,700 in 1995 and 11^21 last 
year. MV Flynn said he was “horrified” by 
the increase, and was seekingan urgent de- 
bate into the matter. 

The use of animals in such projects looks 
set to, surge, with the Government’s an- 
nouncement in July of “Gulf Veterans’ Ill- 
nesses: A New Beginning" - a £?-Sm 
research programme into the effects of vac- 
cines and tablets given during the Gulf War. 

The Government’s plans for the pro- 
gramme state: “The research will require 
tests to be carried out on animals, initially 


using rodents, but ultimately ... it will also 
be necessary to use monkeys.” 

In Labour’s pre-election policy statement 
the party said it would “forbid the use of an- 
imals in the testing of and development of 
weapons". But critics, including Mr Baker, 
say this commitment is not what it seems. 

“What they’re basically saying is it's bua- 
ness as normal at Dera, n be said. “The Gov- 
ernment are making a distinction between 
experiments designed to test bullets, ex- 
plosives and so on, and those to test anti- 
dotes to biological and chemical weapons,” 
said Andrew lyier, of the pressure group 
Animal Aid, which two years ago launched 
a campaign called No Defence. "But there 
is no difference. They all involve enormous 
suffering and death and all claim some sort 
of ‘defensive’ purpose.” 

'In a separate letter obtained by The In- 
dependent, Deia explains the increase by say- 
ing: “As a result of the increasing potential 
biological warfare threat it has been recog- 
nised that the UK’s biological defence ca- 
pability must be strengthened. This has 
required the use of more animal studies.” 

It adds ; that such studies are only per- 
formed “when careful consideration of al- 
ternative methods to the use of animals has 
shown that there is no adequate substitute.” 

But the efficacy of such teste has been 
criticised by groups such as Animal Aid, 
which says that humans under battle con- 
ditions may not react in the same way as 
animals. They point to a US Defence De- 
partment statement that recent animal stud- 
ies cannot explain symptoms suffered by its 
troops returning from the Gulf War. . 


Star ‘dies’, is revived and then has to face Chris Evans 


(* 


The sentiments expressed!# 
the “TF” in Chris Evans’ TFI 
Friday show last night had 
never been more appropriate. 

A wave of shock had 

paralysed the music industry 
■ with the news yesterday that 
Paul Welter, one of its biggest 

and most- popular artists, had 

died - until everyone realised 

it was Friday- 

: That is the day when a tmy 
mino rity of bored, and 
sometimes malicious, industry 


insiders have traditionally 
chosen to start rumours. And, 
to the relief of music lovers 
everywhere, the one that 

.. - kumnfM 


staff at Island and at 
Xhdcpendiente music, whose 
management team indudes 
some of Weller's closest 

ETwildflreyestentaywnied by calls from journalists aba“t 
“?^fTl“7„,her S .to the rumour, the mnsaan was 

safe and well at the east 
London studio of TFI Friday., 
rehearsing for last night's 
show. 

Within minutes, the 

hoaxers struck again, this 

time claiming that Gary 


UUBWUUUiVJw™ J 

out, like so many others, to 
befelse. . 

. A television company, four 
newspapers and Music Fikek 
magazine had been targeted 
by the hoaxers before Island 
Records war able, angrily, to 
scotch the rumour. While 


Glitter was dead. Again, 
check calls were made, and, 
again, the rumour was denied 
by his management team. 
Once, at theRrading Festival, 
similar rumours circulated 
about Cliff Richard - but 
there have been many others. 

“This sort of thing always 
seems to happen on a 
Friday,” said Selina Webb, 
editor of Music Week. “A 
while ago a rumour went 
round that Mrdc Jones of the 


Clash was dead - and, - 
thankfully, he wasn't. Before 
that, it was Billy Bragg, and 
he was aD right too. 

“The problem is, the 
rumours fly around so fast, - 
and, untD they can be reliably 
checked out, an awful lot of 
people get very upset. No one 
jenows who starts the 
rumours, bat they simply 
aren’t funny.” 

Th e music business was 
also involved in one of the 


most damaging rumours ever 
to sweep a stock exchange 
when, in 1587, share prices in 
Tblfyo crashed on the sens 
that Ronald Reagan had 
‘ suffered a heart attack. 

Despite repeated denials 
from' the White House, stock 
went into free foil until it 
became clear that the person 
struck down was not Ronnie, 
the ageing president, but 
Lonnie Donegan, the Sixties 
skiffle star. 
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V COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 

Love and affection 

in the classroom v - 


Teachers could be forgiven for feeling confused. One minute^ a trarhing 
onion is advising them to “bash and dash” when confronted with a vio- 
lent pupil or parent 

The next, an earnest group of liberal thinkers is urging them to help 
children get in touch with their feelings and “find ways of attending to 
the messages that lie behind aggressive and anti-social behaviour”. - 

For those who prefer not to treat their job as a Gladiators-styie chal- 
lenge. the second option - from an organisation called Antidote - may 
prove the more promising approach. 

Set up two years ago to promote “emotional literacy” among the re- 
pressed British, Antidote has now turned its attention to schools with a 
report titled “Realising the potential - emotional education for all”. 

Battle-hardened teachers used to a life of bashing and dashing might 

find the proposals a trifle, well, Cali- 
fornian. Faced with a class of truculent 
14-year-ofds on a Friday afternoon, how 
many would be concentrating on “shift- 
ing the blocks that might prevent them 
from t uning fij to the emotions being 
experienced by their pupils”? 

Antidote's members, it must be ad- 
mitted, include mope than a few names 
from the intellectual luwie set, notably 
barrister Helena Kennedy QC, psy- 
chotherapist Susie Orbach (pictured) 

- who confesses to being “rather un- 
successfully schooled”, Carmen Calm 

- founder of the women’s pu blishin g 
house Virago, and New Labour MP Pa- 
tricia Hewitt. Financial assistance for 
the report, launched yesterday in high- 
ly un-Californian rainy central London, 
came from the Body Shop Foundation. 

The group's “strategy for emotion- 
al literacy” would see a redesign of the 
National Curriculum to indude “a fo- 
cus on enabling young people to un- 
derstand what they are feeling, and how 
emotions influence their thinking as well 

as their values". Teachers, meanwhile, 
would be provided with more “opportunities to develop their capacity to 
understand why children and young people behave as they do - particu- 
larly bow fear, anxiety or distress come to be reflected in withdrawn or 
difficult behaviour” 

Not only that, says the report, put-upon staff “need to have their own 
needs recognised and met” They can only do so “if they feel valued and 
supported by society at large, and if they are given opportunities to share 
their feelings and experiences with fellow members of the school team”. 

Antidote's founders believe theirs are ideas whose time has come. Head- 
teachers have flocked to the organisation's conferences. 

Could the daily literacy hour, recommended for all primary sch ag faa da a. 
followed by an emotional literacy hour, in which pupils would be 
get to grips with their feelings for their Tamagotchi? Antidote's members 
will have none of such silliness. Taking emotional literacy seriously, they in- 
sist will bring a host of benefits for young people, ranging from a Ml in 
■ bullying, fewer exclusions, less alcohol addiction and mrire satisfying rela- 
tionships. Which is more than can be said for bashing and dashing. 

— Lucy Ward 
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Gong Li becomes the face of L’Oreal 


The actress Gong Li, above, is to be the new face 
of LOreal in China, where the French cosmetics com- 
pany is experiencing its fastest growth worldwide. 

In February, EOreal set up a branch of the com- 
pany in Peking to supply their products to the bur- 
geoning market in China. In just six months, the firm’s 
make-up, perfume, and skm products have proved 
so popular with the Communist Chinese that busi- 
ness is growing faster than any of its other markets 
worldwide. 

Just how much Gong Li’s contract to. promote 
UOreal products is worth is unknown, but the gi- 
gantic billboard of the actress in Peking- 40 me- 
tres by 15 - is one of China's largest r 

The Chinese actress is best known for her work 
with Chinese director Zhang Yimou, for whom she 
appeared in Raise the Red Lantern, Judou and Shang- 


hai Triad which was shown at the Cannes Film Fes- 
tival. But it was Farewell My Concubine which brought 
Gong Li to the attention of Hollywood. The Ghn was 
the joint wanner (with The Piano ) of the prestigious 
Palme EfOr award at the Cannes FtestivaL But, iron- 
ically, it was originally banned in China and only re- 
‘ leased when the film’s director agreed to cut the 
pivotal scene of the Sixties Cultural Revolution. 

Gong Li recently played opposite Jeremy Irons 
in Wayne Whng’s Chinese Bex. The film, due ont this 
autumn, depicts the story of a British journalist in 
Hong Kongwho becomes involved with an ex-bar 
: girl as : the colony is handed over to China. 

Acdfeimed for her beauty and mystique, the ac- 
tresses regarded as the muse of famed Hong Kong 
designer and retailer Shanghai Tang. 

— Louise Hancock 


Warrington bomb 


We apologise for the incorrect use in yesterday’s final edition of 
a photograph of the Warrington ERA bombing, which killed two 
young boys, to illustrate an article about the IRA gasworks bomb- 
ing in the same town. 
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A lovdfis’ quarrel ended the career 

- fe$«itteffsoUcitorye«eitiay, 
when she was convicted of per- 
verting the course of justice by ly- 
ing to protect her policeman 
boyfriend from a drink drive 
charge.. 

Penelope Schofield, pictured, a 
35-year-old lawyer from Hamp- 
shire falsely claimed she was be- 
hind the wheel of her partner, 
Nigel Phillips's car - when he 
drove home after a QD Christ- 
mas party. 

But she had left earlier by taxi 

- after rowing with the drunken de- 
, ' tective, because he was “wrapped 

round” another woman at the 
party. 

Schofield stormed out and de- 
manded that a taxi should take her 
home alone. The couple were 
still arguing when taxi driver 
Stephen Garner arrived. 

“She cried during the journey. 
It was difficult to sit next to some- 
one crying, so I tried to make con- 
versation,” hv said. 

“She told me she was a solicitor 
and high up in the field. She said 
die had been at a police function.” 

The driver dropped her safety 


* 1 - : .* 
at home. But her boyfriend had re* 

: turned-to the pari# where^fe^ 
stayed drinking and dandng. He 
was seen with his arms round an 
other woman. 

The officer was nearly three 
times over the legal limit when he 
decided to drive away from the 
party back to the cottage he 
shared with Schofield. 

On the way hit the kerb, causing 
a puncture, then drove to Bitterne 
police station where he was based 
Officers there promptly breathal- 
ysed him. Facing a drink-drive 
charge, Phillips rang Schofield and 
begged her to lie for him and say 
she was behind the wheel. 

She told police later “In a mo- 
ment of madness, when I agreed 
to say that I had driven, I lost 
everything - my career, my job 
with the Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice and it is Likely that I will be 
struck off by the Law Society.” 

Schofield has since broken off 
her relationship with the dis- 
graced detective. 

The daughter of a respected re- 
tired solicitor, she was highly re- 
garded by other lawyers. A sheaf 
of testimonies spoke of her as an 




“honourable person of complete 
integrity”, “fair” and “held in 
high esteem”. 

“I have worked hard for that 
qualification and my whole life has 
revolved around the legal profes- 
sion. I am ashamed of what I did 
and the shame that it has brought 
on my family. I did it for Nigel out 
of stupidity, without thinking of the 
consequences,” she said. Schofield 
was remanded on bail for pre-sen- 
tence reports. 

— Jojo Moyes 


UPDATE 

fdijcation 

University let down students 

serious administrative and other problem 


serious aammcarauvc auu — ------ that standards at Thames 

S£33 £k§S£» 

and industrial relations, which had damaged student support ^ 
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PROPERTY 

House prices too volatile for Europe 

Taxes on house sales and property ownership should be raised to help the 
UK join a single European currency, according to a report published yes- 
terday. The rollercoaster rise and fall of house prices could make it diffi- 
cult for Britain to take part m the project, the Hconomic and Soctai Research 
Council said. 

It recommended a package of measures including an “automatic” tax 
on sharp rises in the value of a home and higher stamp duty. The volatil- 
ity of the market - from the 1980s boom through the 1990s crash and the 
latest surge - is driven by the high level of borrowing allowed by lenders 
and low transaction costs, it found. 

The authors of the ESRC report. Professor John Muellbauer and Dr 
Anthony Murphy, said reforms such as higher stamp duty, tougher con- 
trols on lenders, and a “significant property tax” could make it easier for 
the UK to join economic and monetaiy union (EMU). 

HEALTH 

Cancer patients beat fatigue 

Cancer patients could soon be able to beat fatigue - thanks to pioneering 
new research. Nine out of 10 people having chemotherapy wili experience 
chronic tiredness - an unpleasant side effect which affects thefr physical, 
emotional and psychological well-being. Most radiotherapy patients also 
suffer from the condition. 

A team of nurses at King's College, London, led by Dr Alsou Richard- 
son, isworking to discover if a setf-help programme called Beating Fatigue 
• can help. The Beating Fatigue programme aims to help patients tackle fa- 
tigue by teaching them, different ways of managing it. The strategies in- 
dude relaxation, light exercise and enjoying good hobbies. 

“Fatigue is experienced by different patients in different ways, but it wffl 
always interfere with a person's ability to just get on with life as normal,” 
explained Dr Richardson, a researcher for the Cancer Research Campaign. 


TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.35 

Italy (lira) 

2*0 

Austria (schillings) 

20.07 

Japan (yen) 

21032 

Belgium (francs)- 

59.00 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

2.33 

Netherlands (guilders) 

331 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

IL69 

Denmark (kroner) - 

10.94 

Portugal (escudos) 

29035 

France (frants) 

955 

Spain (pesetas) 

240159 

Germany (marks) 

2.86 

Sweden (kroner) 

033 

Greece (drachmei)' 

456.06 

Switzerland (francs) 

232 

Hong Kong ($) , 

12.66 

Turkey (lira) 

311.078 

Ineland (punts) 

1.09 

USA ($) 

1.64 
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New judges and 
police told they 
must confess 
masonic links 


fii pm a w nsjoiringtiMi poBce, 
P«w*ait 5 on Service and 

* >eci0 ming magistrates will be 
footed to declare tfaegr 
ro^mbership of tbe secret society 
under plans being drawn up by the 
<*mwrament.jasfln IWtn^ 

Cafa Brown reveal details of the 


bythejudidary. 


AD new xccniii 5 ]othfiCQQiiDal Justice syS” 
tem,indiHSii^pcdicco£5ceis,w£Blj2veto 
pifeBdy reveal whether they .are 
<rf a secret society, sudi as the Freema- 
sons. 

The introduction of a compulsory reg- 
ister is expected to be proposed this 


The Independent has learned. 
It follows fears that the 


membership of tbe "brolhexhootr in 
courts and police stations. 

Despite the changes for new appoint- 
ments, e xisting members of the police and 
courts may escape the compulsory scheme 
—instead they could be asked to sign a vol- 
untary register. 

Lord Irvine, die Lord Chancellor, is 
also arguing that a compulsory register f-or 
new jiidges is an in&n^emenl of privacy 
and individual rivals of tbe judiciary and 
should therefore be excluded from any 

Under the expected proposals, condi- 
tions of employment w£Q be altered and 
new appointments must reveal whether 
they are freemasons. Anyone caught 
lying would face the sack. 

The Home Secretary Is still consider- 
ing whether to force existing employees 
to declare whether they are Freemasons, 
but new recruits this would need 


pledged in March to introduce a com- 
pulsory register. This followed a recom- 
mendation by (he Commons Home 
Affairs Select Committee that month for 
a compulsory scheme forjudges, magis- 
trates, police officers and Crown prose 
CUtOIS. 

Chris Muffin, Labour chairman of the 
Home Affairs Seled Committee, said yes- 
terday; M J recognise there’s some poten- 
tial difficulties and that there is bound to 
be ressance from the vested interests con- 
cerned, but 1 don't thin If they are insur 
mountable." 

More than 30 judges have been iden- 
tified from those listed as high-ranking or 
‘'grand" Officers in the latest Masonic Year 
Book, . 

The select committee was also toW that 
14 of the 96 members of the discredited 
and now-disbanded West Midlands Seri- 
ous Crime Squad who served between 
1974 and 1989 were masons. 

The Police Federation, which repre- 
sents 120,000 rank and file officers in Eng- 
land and Whies, and the 8300 Masonic 
lodges m England and Wales, oppose a 
compulsoay register. However, chief con- 
stables, four or five of whom are believe 
to be masons, have given foe scheme their 
foil support 

Mr Straw’s detemrination to act was re- 
inforced by a case in his Blackburn con 
srrtnency in which two businessmen 
entered a private function at a hotel which 
subsequently turned out to be a “ladies 
night" organised by Victory Lodge and at 
which a number of Lancashire police were 
present 

The men claimed that they were at 
lacked and thrown out but the poBce pros- 
ecuted them for assanlL A jury acquitted 
them both and they were paid damages. 

Last month a Masonic police officer 
was found guiky of using confidential com 
paler files to help a fellow mason trace 
his ex-wife's lover. 




{e^atiomaodiafoet^ore inaredi^cuit ci, ' However, one major problem for Mr 
to mtraduos. • Straw is that he stiD has to overcome im- 

JT they are eudmled It wall be seen by placaMc opposition from foe Lord Ch&a- 

^ trCeUqE,,yho is holding out against 
Gowexggnra^ fa^aoda U-turn. labour compulsory register. 
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Raunchy ‘Chicago 


divides critics on 


male-female lines 


Members of lire cast kicking up a. storm 


It is, wrote the critics, or some 
of them, a show to die for. “My 
UnVwift show", punned at least 
two heatBines this week, taking 
a lyric from tbe old song. 

Chicago., a Tony winner on 
Broadway, has became the 
hottest ticket in London in its 
opening week here. But the tale 
of high-kicking women prison- 
ers in fishnet tights getting 
nightclub bookings as their 
c riminal notoriety increases 
might yet earn a less comfort- 
able footnote in musical histo- 
ry — the show that found a 
marked gender divide in ap- 
preciation. 

Critics raving over the 
show have largely been male. 
Though not all have been con- 
vinced by any supposed in- 
pfflts into the justice system, 
nearly all praised tbe dancing 
and sexiness. The cast manage 
to “bump and grind their way 
through snrh sensationally erot- 
ic dance routines without get- 
ting arrested ... it’s 
emphatically a musical for 
grown-ups and h offers enter- 
tainment at its roost danger- 
ously alluring,” wrote Charles 
Spencer erf the Daify Telegraph. 
A “highly intelligent expertly 
choreographed revival” wrote 
Michael Billington in the 
Guardian. 

But the bumping and grind- 
ing have struck some female 
viewers as less than alluring. 
Germaine Greer, who was at 


tbe first night, said: *T found h 
loathsome. First of all, I was 


worried by the whole loathsome 
plot which implied that when 
broads ItiD guys they get away 
with it which is predsefy the op- 
posite of the truth. ” She also 
told the BBCsLateRanewtim 
foe “bated the style of dancing, 
tbe swivelling shoulders and 


pem^kmd 

Heap^hjeSI, atfs and Ik-. ; 
enny editor of the Times Edu- 
cational Supplement, said 
yesterday, “From. the woman’s 
Photograph: Gerainc Lewis /’point of view, ifiyaitake away ■ 


the attraction of female bodies 
^fithmgm fishnet ttglU5,aO that 
is left is the one irony of turn- 
ing morality upside-down. 

*Tve got nothing against 
fishnet tights. But if they hadn't 
been sexy people, if they had 
just been people with good 
voices making this supposed ar- 
gument about the justice sys- 
tem, if it had been a straight 
play, then you would have said 
it was very superfidaL” 

Georgina Brown, theatre 
critic of the Mail on Sunday , 
added: “As a show it was in- 
credibly slick, confident, sassy 
and cynical. But its methods 
were setm-pornographic. You 
can call it Hanring. but actual- 
ly it was stuff which would not 
be out of place in Raymond’s 
Revue Bar. There was one mo- 
ment when a male dancer had 
a girl doing the splits just un- 
der his chin. He could have had 
a view up to her tonsils. 

“Its methods were crude, but 
it was set in a women's prison 
and women prisoners are not 
going to be subtle. It is a show 
about corruption and manipu- 
lation and those are tbe meth- 
ods it uses to deliver its 
message. There was too much 
bumpin g and grinding to be sen- 
sual But it was doing it all very 

kno wingly and an its own terms. 
I don't accept the show divid- 
ed men and women. A lot of 
sensitive men would have felt 
uncomfortable ” 


Suzanne Wilford. former 


education officer with the Eng 


Hsh Shakespeare Company, 
said: “Often people in the 
theatre exploit stereotypes un- 
necessarily, and ft offends peo- 
ple. And the offence extends 
beyond young women.” Peter 
Thompson, spokesman for the 
producers of Chicago, said : 


:Wejgpg>ly. 4 en t.accgpUhis. 
Women m the firetJiightraini# 
ence ranged from Baroness 
Thatcher to Dame Diana Rigg 
to Sabrina^Guinness and they 
•al> adored hb' V Oawd-Dtotr 
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London’s 
literati who 
can’t bear 
to be apart 

Tern xfireefcors at die Groucho 
dub, home from home for 
London's Bterati, have reagoed 
eat moon, but tbe club’s managing 

director has refused 

&> accept half tire loss. 

Catty Herman reports on board 
turmc* among the Groudio 
luminaries. 

Tbay Mackintosh, managing director. 



LizCalder,iK*Wid2H^t&ect«rofBJoonK- 

bury Pubfisfcing, and Matthew Evans, 
chairman cf Sabs' & Ffcber. 

The fafi'OUl occurred after the Soho- 
based dfe appointed a consultant to ssr 

sess foe board etructore. Mr M**fantosb 

said havmg 13 <fo*ctors in total had ma«K 

it Apfimh to take dedskms. 71ie consul- 
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French rail 
boss blames 
tardy trains 
on the trees 


England, for some, appears to be 
a too green and pleasant land. 
Randeep Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, explains why a 
French raff boss wants to chop 
down die capital's trees. 


Antoine Hurd, the head cf Cbnnex- which 
owns two busy train commuter companies, 
has a reputation foe smooth talking. 

Despite Ibis image, the normally urbane 
Henchman managed to mouth fes malmats 
yesterday. In an interview M. Hurel 
dawned passengers should stop moaning 
about trains being delayed by leaves on tbe 
fine and reatirehwssaUthefrfeulL If trav- 
ellers wauled punctual scrvicesfo gy w ould 

have to lose the trees. 

“Is & so mporlaut, this attachment to 
trees, that we take the ride of defying every 
year so many passengers?” fumed 

MHmriintheLDodM£ue7U7»5rondi27it 


M. Hard said: “Thereare too many trees.. 
We are spending millions of pounds on 


PS g BMWi i 


m 1111 iil'l'i'fc^T tl TI l Hit .' ™* | 


ODraBcncia^’- It® 




► ■ ,'X»| 








"Tile'-* ' , ..'r’ll 









1 1 t*i 9:T >t : 1 1 ■■ M > I kT i— ; Tit r if . ) I a 


rTrTT Ti I"! i 1 J ig ppi B 

■w.»i .S' ■■Uf f -ji’lli|-i1>T ' P' URj.ilJ.'.lJltW J.tMI.MIIi’i'W.M.iimiiliaiiaEEigSHBtiiiaBiS 



ABSOLUT AROMATHERAPY. 













THE independent 
SATURDAY 
22 NOVEMBER 


Court frees man in 
military hacking case 


The US Air Force said 
Matthew Bevan, 23. from 
Cardiff, was a hacker who 
posed a national security ride. 
The police said he was part 
of an international group of 
hackers. His wife said “I do'* 
just 56 days after their first 
contact through an Internet 

“chatroom". And yesterday a 

judge said cleared him of 
three charges of “unautho- 
rised access and modification” 
of computer files in the US. 

Mr Bevan, who was ar- 
rested in June last year, was 
alleged by the USAF to have 
used the Net to access and al- 
ter sensitive research and 
development files at its Grif- 
fiths Air Force base near 
New York, and the Lockheed 
Space and Missile Company 
in California. After his arrest 
by British police in June last 
year, he was said to be part 
of a “phai" - a worldwide In- 
ternet hacking group. 

But yesterday Andrew 
Mitchell, for the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service, told Wool- 
wich Crown Court that it was 
“no longer in (he public in- 
terest” for an expensive and 
lengthy trial to take place. He 
said: “The court’s hands are 
tied as to sentence and the 



role of this defendant was sec- 
ondary to that of another who 
was dealt with by a fine 
Three not guilty verdicts 
were recorded. 

Afterwards Mr Bevan, 
dressed in a black suit and 
sunglasses, refused to com- 
ment and was escorted away 
by two tabloid reporters. 

He was initially arrested 
during a police investigation 
into the activities of Richard 
Price, a hacker who at the age 
of 16 was known as the 
“Datastream Cowboy” for 
having hacked into comput- 
ers at Nasaand USAF bases. 
Earlier this year Mr Price was 
fined £1,200 for 12 offences. 

Detective Sergeant Simon 
James, from Scotland Yard’s 
computer crime unit, said,' 
afterwards that the incident 
may have had “serious im-/ 
plications” and cost Lock- 
heed and the .USAF 
$500,000 (£312.000) to sort 
out their computer systems. 

Simon Evendcn, Mr Be- 
van's solicitor, said: “He is de- 
lighted- He has been waiting 
for this for 17 months and 
can now put it all behind 
him.” 

— Charles Arthur, 
Science Editor 
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Words of wisdom: Anne Bofeyn’s book of hours, which Christie^ b displaying in London before its auction, at which it is expected to fetch £300,000 


Photograph: Rti "XaAer. 
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in child porn inquiry 
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Public schools raided 


Police have raided a 
suspected national child 
pornography ring, which 
could include several 
teachers. Jason Bennetto, 
Crime Correspondent, * ' 
reports on the latest 
attempt to crackdown 
.on the child .sex-industry* 
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IN-CAR RA DIO/CASSETTE 

Goodmans 


Two public schools were among 
the 15 targets raided by police 
yesterday as part of a co-ordi- 
nated operation involving eight 
forces. 

Videos, computer equip- 
ment and letters have been 
confiscated, and were being 
checked yesterday to discover 
whether they contained child 
pomograpby. 

Three teachers are believed 
to be involved in the inquiry af- 
ter a three-year investigation. 

The raids in Operation 
Clarence took place yesterday 
at 7am. They include one at 
Durham School and another at 
the home of a member of staff 
from the private school It is un- 
derstood that videos from the 


home and school were taken 
away by the police. There were 
no arrests. 

Sedbeigh School in Cumbria 
was also searched, where videos 
are believed to have .been 
seized. Cumbria Police con- 
firmed that the officers were 
there as part of the co-ordinat- 
ed child pornography investi- 
gation. No'aiT^wefeinide.- 
The school includes former 
England rugby captain Will 
Carling among former pupils. 

Sedbergh's headmaster, 
Christopher Hirst, said in a 
statement “1 can confirm that 
the police have requested the 
school’s co-operation in certain 
inquiries they are conducting. It 
is the school’s policy to co-op- 
erate fully with the authorities 
at all times.” 

The operation was organised 
by the Metropolitan Balice pae- 
dophilia unit. Scotland Yard 
sources denied that there was 
any link with the raids and the 
removal earlier this week of 
videotapes and photographs 
from the homes and offices of 
rock star Gary Glitter. The 
singer was released on bail af- 
ter being arrested on suspicion 


of possessing child pornography 
on his computer. 

In London yesterday, offi- 
cers raided addresses in Cheam. 
Islington, Croydon, Harrow, 
and Albany Street in the West 
End. MateriaHndudmgvi&o- 
tapes, computer equipment and 
correspondence were seized. 

‘ The Internet is inczeaangly.be- 
1 ing used as a source of illegal 
sexual pictures. The Scotland 
Yard spokesman said: “The 
raids are part of an intelli- 
gence-led operation into a sus- 
pected child pornography ring.” 

Videotapes and other ma- 
terial were seized in a raid on 
an address in Worcester and 
material was recovered at four 
private houses in Hampshire. 

Merseyside, Wiltshire and 
Surrey police each searched 
one address in their respective 
areas, but nothing was found. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Jim Reynolds, head of the pae- 
dophilia unit, said: “This is a mar 
jor operation that has been 
going on for about three years. 
The fact we have not so far... 
made any arrests does not mean 
that this operation has not been 
successful.” 
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Frank Bruno, the former heavy- 
weight boxer, was fighting to 
save his marriage yesterday af- 
ter his wife Laura reportedly 
won a court order banning him 
from assaulting her. 

Laura, 34, is said to have se- 
cured the High Court order af- 
ter what friends described as a 
“series of violent outbursts”. 

The Sun newspaper report- 
ed that a judge granted a “non- 
molestation” order banning 
Bruno, 36, from “assaulting, mo- 
lesting or harassing” his wife. 

Yesterday Henri Brandman, 
the family’s lawyer, said in an 
statement approved by them: 
“Frank and Laura are still very 
much in love. They are trying 
desperately hard to resolve 
some difficulties that have 
arisen in their marriage, par- 
ticularijr with the welfare of their 
children in mind. 

“No separation or divorce 
proceedings have been insti- 
tuted or are contemplated.” 


A post-mortem examination was being carried out yesterday 
on a former kennel worker who may have been one of the 
youngest victims of “new variant” Creuizfeldt-Jakob disease 
(v-CJD), caused by mad cow disease. Vicky Rimmer, 20, had 
been in a coma for four years at Deeside Community Hos- 
pital in North Wales after originally falling ill aged 15. 

She had been suffering from pneumonia since May. Her 
grandmother. Beryl Rimmer, who had visited Vicky every 
day, was said to be “devastated” by her death yesterday. She 
and Vicky’s relatives have insisted that the illness must have 
been caused by eating BSE-infected food such as hamburgers 
in the 1980s. — Charles Arthur, Science Editor 


Inmates held as siege ends 


Specially-trained prison officers rushed a barricaded room 
at a young offenders’ institute to end a 19-hour hostage cri- 
sb this afternoon. A prison officer being held by two inmates 
at the Northumberland centre was freed, apparently un- 

lurmpn Hp unc telra^ ■ . . _ * _ _ _ 


ATf. , , Y D lUUUg 

Offenders Institute at Acklington, near Morpeth, finished 
an association period on Thursday evening. 

A PrisoQ Service statement yesterday said that the offi- 
cer received cuts and bruising and was badly shaken. Both 
youths have beeo arrested. A police investigation is under 
way and the Prison Service will launch its own inquiiy. . 
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raided 


Prisoner’s inside story helps children stay on the outside 


A prisoner serving a life 
sentence for the murder 
of a young woman in a 
bank raid was allowed 
out of jail yesterday to 
talk to schoolchildren. 
The teenagers told fan 
BumB that the 
experience had given 
them a more realistic 

view of life inside. 


He did not look like a man who 
had been sentenced to a min- 
itnum of 25 years in jail. 
Diminutive, neat and bespec- 
tacled, Mick Hart arrived at the 
Logan Hall in central London 
in a Peugeot saloon and wear- 
ing his brother-in-law’s grey 
suit 

If it was not for the presence 
of an accompanying uniformed 
prison officer you would nev- 
er have guessed he was serving 
a life sentence for a bungled 
bank robbery in which a young 
woman died from shotgun 
wounds. 

Certainly the teenagers who 
came from all over the south 
of England to hear his ac- 
count oflife behind bars could 
not tell him apart from other 
speakers at an event called 
‘‘The Offenders’', billed as a 
conference for youth on crime 
and punishment. 

When asked to pick out the 
serving prisoner from the guest 
panel, the audience of 1,000 



Harsh lesson: Mick Hart, 

who is serving IHe, 

meeting children at a 
conference in London 
yesterday designed to help 
youngsters understand the 
realities of criminal justice 
photograph: Andrew Buurman 


teenagers overwhelmingly opt- 
ed for a social studies lecturer 
from the University of Central 
England. 

But Hart, who had been re- 
leased for the day from Cold- 
ingley prison in Surrey, left 
them in little doubt of his au- 
thenticity with a chilling de- 
scription of a prison career 
spanning two decades. “Prison 


is a very violent place. I would 
describe it as a concrete 
jungle.*' he warned. 

Hart described how a fellow 
inmate bad committed suicide 
outside his cell. “He cut his 
throat, slashed his wrists and 
left a knife hanging out of his 
stomach. 1 * 

Then Hart, 59, explained his 
own transformation from a 


problem prisoner to a crime 
fighter, becoming a Christian 
while stripped and locked in the 
strong box - a cell wi thin a cell 
on the prison segregation unit. 

Since then he has set up a 
project involving other inmates 
who have devised a play and 
video on the brutality oflife in 
jail. Youngsters thought to be 
at risk of following criminal 


paths have visited the prison to 
see productions, although 
many of yesterday’s audience 
are expected to go to university. 

But the New Bridge chari- 
ty, which organised the con- 
ference. feels it is important 
that such youngsters have a bet- 
ter understanding of the 
realities of the criminal justice 
system. 


Helen Jay. 15, from Warden 
Park school in Cuckfield, West 
Sussex, was impressed. “It's like 
a real experience. Better than 
people just giving you statistics 
that do not mean anything. It's 
a lot more personal and real 
and hits you a lot harder.” 

Youngsters gathered round 
the prisoner during the coffee- 
break to question him. 


“You see that sort of po- 
liceman over there, is he 
guarding you?” asked one boy. 

The lag replied: “I'm in the 
21st year of a 25-year sen- 
tence. It would be a bit point- 
less running away now.” 

Perplexed, the lad persisted: 
“But wouldn’t you ever tty 
and escape?” Patiently Hart, 
who has three chDdren, said: “If 


I was to go missing now I 

would be the cause of so many 

problems for my children and 
friends.. At the moment I have 
got a good chance of getting out 
fairly soon.” 

Anne WeUbam, a teacher at 

The Green School, IsJeworth, 
Middlesex, said that her pupils 
had been initially fearful when 

told that a serving prisoner was 
in their midst. “They felt 
threatened because they had 
this very stereotypical view of 
a prisoner. But when they 
heard him speak they, saw he 
was a human being.” 

■ The governor of Coldingley, 
John Smith, also attended the 
conference. “Youngsters don't 
listen to social workers, teach- 
ers, probation officers or par- 
ents," he said. “They are much 
more prepared to talk to some- 
one lie Mick who has been 
there and done it" 

After 21 years inside. Hart, 
a west Londoner, admitted he 
had been taken aback by the 
speed of Nineties life. But he 
is negotiating with police to be 
allowed to continue his crime 
prevention work after his re- 
lease in four years’ time. 
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Besotted RAF chief wrote schoolboy love letters to woman, court is told 


A senior RAF officer 
accused of murdering his 


» , 'i 


M wife wrote besotted 


‘schoolboyish’ love 
letters to his Serbian 
mistress. She was 
prepared to/pi-ostitute : 
herself*, a court was told 
yesterday. Kim Sengupto 

report..' :: 


The letter was long but the con- 
tent did not vary. Squadron 
Leader Nicholas Tucker, aged 
44 with two teenaged children, 
had written repeatedly, line by 
line, "I love you” over six pages 
to a 21-year-old Serbian inter- 
preter, Dyana Dudukovic, a . 
court was told yesterday. 

Sqn Ldr Kicker also tele- 
phoned Ms Dudukovic at least 
once, a .day over two weeks . 


while she was living in Geneva, 
the jury was told. It is alleged 
he had murdered his 52-year- 
old wife Carol in a staged car 
crash after becoming infatuat- 
ed with the blonde while Mi duty 
as an UN observer in Bosnia. 

Bertrand Du Pasquier, Ms. 
Dudukovic s landlord in'Gene- 
va, told Norwich Crown Court 
that Sqn Ldr Hicker also tele- 
phoned at least once a day for i 


two weeks. After be had called 
to say his wife was dead, Ms 
Dudukovic felt her future was 
“breaking down”. He contin- 
ued: “She said, ‘Now I am 
ready to do anything, I am 
even ready to prostitute myself 
■ and even go with an older man 
“if I can find one’.". 

Mr Du Pasquier said Sqn 
Ldr lb deer wrote, regularly to 
iMsDudukawc, although she did 


not write back. Mr Du Pasquier 
claimed she was “tricky and ma- 
nipulative” and wanted to make 
a secure future for herself in 
Western Europe. She is now 
married and living with anoth- 
er man in Switzerland. 

• He said: “He rang her at 
least once a day, sometimes 
twice. Sometimes lasting five 
minutes, sometimes 50 min- 
utes. One letter from him was 


very surprising. One had five or 
six pages pages with the same 
words repeated all the lime like 
a schoolboy tradition. He was 
repeating all the time ‘1 love 
you’ line by line. I read about 
five pages. I didn’t read all the 
pages. It was signed Nick, she 
burned the letters." 

TWodays after Mrs Tucker's 
death the Sqn Ldr rang Ms 
Dudulrovic what had happened. 


Mr Du Pasquier said: “After that 
call she realised it was not pos- 
sible for her to go to England 
with him as was planned. She re- 
alised her future had broken 
down and that she was ready to 
do anything, even prostitute 
herself and go with an older 
man if she could find one.” 

Mr Du Pasquier met Ms 
Dudukovic while acting as a UN 
refugee official in former Yu- 


goslavia. He said he had let her 
stay at his place in Switzerland 
as a favour to her parents who 
were worried about her safety 
during the war. He denied, un- 
der cross-examination by David 
Cocks QC, for the defence, 
that he had any “ sexual inten- 
tions” towards her. 

Sqn Ldr Ticker, of Hqning- 
ton, Suffolk, denies murder. 
The case continues. 
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The Astonishing XI Button Radio - from only £7.50‘ 

Only the size of a 1 0p coin, it offers the full performance of a VHF radio 
yet with its unique design fits discreetly in your ear. 

Only available direct from Sinclair Research - Can you 
think of a more exclusive Christmas Gift to give? 



From the master of 
innovation, comes 
an astonishing 
breakthrough In 
electron ic 
miniaturisation - 

the new XI 
Button Radio. 

A receiver that fits 
snugly In yoca 1 ear 
with state of the 
art circuitry: that 
gives it a specification which will 
top radios maty times Os size. 

The result of years of research 
using original Sinclair technology 
the XI Radio is unique, and in 
line with Sir Cfive's wish to keep 
its price reduced to a minimum, 
it is only available direct from 
Sinclair Research. You cannot 
buy this radio In the high street 
or from ary mail order catalogue. 


Key features of this marvel 
of technology: • BuHt In aeriaL 
• nil autoscan push • Unique sura 


button tuning. 


• FU frequency 
(88 MHz -108 MHz. 


grip 
• Powe re d by a 
tiny lithium cell. 


• Weighs only half 
an ounce. 


• One year 
guarantee. 


■ Handsfree 
operation. 


• The size of a 
lOpcotn. 


A 


Actual 


Order now for Christmas 
Everyone would love a Button Radio 
for Christmas. Buy one for yourself 
for only £10 inclusive of battery and 
postage and packing, or buy three or 
six for your friends and save £*s. Each 
Radio comes with a 30 day money 
back guarantee. 

SINCLAIR . 

RESEARCH 

Vector Services Division, 13 Denfngton Road, 
Wettngboroogh, Northerns NNS 2RL 


TELEPHONE 01933 




SAVE UP TO £15 


Buy 1 XI Button Radio lor £10 
Buy 3 for £25 
’Buy 6 for £45 


Time frt and listen 
The XI is totally hands free 
and has virtuaBy no weight 
You can run, dance or pedal 
your bike without fear of the 
XI getting in the way. Its 
unique sure-grip ear design 
will ensure it fits snugly and 
comfortably in your ear at 
aU times. Never again need 
you miss your favourite 
programme or FM sport 
broadcasts and updates. 
Ideal for aB locations, H can 
be discreetly used in your 



car, on the train, bus or while 
you're at work, without the 
person next to you being 
aware. 


Use it anytime, 
anywhere, 
nny activity. 


You've never heard R so good 
Powered by a tiny fiihium cell 
which lasts for many hours, 
(replacement batteries readily 
available in stops) the XI 
uses push button autoscan 
touch tuning as found on 
expensive car radios. Simply 
push the button and it tunes 
automatically to the next 
station. 
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SONY 


:50 


CD Mini Hi-fi 


■ Multiplay - 
plays up to 
3 CDs. 

■ 40 preset digital 
tuner. 

■ 5 band graphic 
equaliser. 

Model MHCRX70. 

Was £32*9* 

Was £299.99. 


SONY tftn-ConpjuCO 

■ Auto-rewn«- |HM a 

■ 10 watts (RMS) l.H JW* - 1 
per channel. ^^3jU£ 

■ Digital ougnrt 

for MfniDiX frrttrfK*- 
Modei PCM305- 


SAVE 


ON A HUGE RANGE OF PRODUCTS 
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SONY 

Ohm-Compact 

CDHbolM 

■ Digital tuner. 

■ Mega baa. 
Model PMC205. 
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SONY a, Hi-fi with TUmtable 
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SONY _ . _ 

Ultre-COOlfMKl 

COMtooHM? ETJ1 

■ 25 vntB (RMS) WwA'm 
per channel, 
k hogrammable CO. 

Model PMC2G2. Was £19939. 


MTS* 


■ HUItlpliv-playfivtoSCM. 

■ 20 wans (RMS) per channel. 

■ 9 bend spectrum analyser. 

Model XB6- CURRYS PRICE 

Was £54939 — A ^ 
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FREE 
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THE LATEST AUDIO TECHNOLOGY 


MINIDISC 



* ft,® S*H. 
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m Digital recording and playback 
for CD quality sound. 

■ Re-record over 1 million times 
with no loss of quality 


■ Insensitive to shakes and 
shocks. 

■ Quick track access - under 
1 second. 
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25* NICAM Stereo TV 
with Fastext 
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■ 59cm visible screen size. 

■ Fastext for easy access 
to Teletext information 
services. 

■ On-screen display for 
ease-of-use. 

Model 25F1. 

Was f54ft99: 

Was £499.99. 

9 MONTHS INTEREST 

FREE OPTION* 
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SONY In-Car MbdOtsclIiner 


CURRYS PRICE 


■ 6 second shock resistant memory. 

■ 40 station presets. 

Model MDXC670. 

12M0KIHS INTEREST FREE OPIWfi* 


£ 399 : 
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SONY AMonhble MMDisc Mayer 

■ DlgKBi qndiranlssd ■■■I cuornniKX 

■ StfSng fanamJrljOJ m TQQ qq 

Model MZR30. |UiH|Iin/#n. 
s months MTEHetr fwe OPIMI** 
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with Recordable MhiiDisc 


200 


■ Muttipiay- plays tg>to 3 Os. 

■ 50 watts (RMS) per channaL 

Model MDT5. Was £599395 Was £49933. Was £449.99. 


FREE 
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a 66cm visible screen size. . — 

a Fastext for easy access to Teletext. 
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Index search. Idilil 
Model 21T3ISLVEZ20. 

Total Separate Selffing Price £55938 
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SONY arr tv/vum Nckagi 

21' NICAM Stereo TV with Fastext 
51cm visible screen 


4-Head 
SupeMHLogk 
NICAM Stereo 
Video with 
VrdeoPfus 
and PDC 



a Ml auto set-up for easy installation. 
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a Index search, 
a On-screen display. 
Model SIVE720. 

Was £37939. 

9 MONTHS MHIME5T 
FREE OPTION* 


CURRYS PRICE 
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SON Y 4-Head Super-THLogtc NICAM 
Stereo Video with Edit Facilities 

a Widescreen recording and playback, 
a VldeoWus and PDC. 

Model 5LVE9ZO. Was £49939. 

12 MONTHS HtTBttST FREE OPTION* 
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Digital Camera 
with 1.8" Colour 
LCD Screen 


■ Download images 
direct to your PC 

■ 180“ rotating lens. 

■ 4Mb internal memory. 

■ Stores up to 108 images. 
Model DSCF1. Was £699.99. 
9 MONTHS INTEREST 
FREE OPTION* 

LARGER STORES ONLY 
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a 10 second anti-shock, 
a Mains adaptor, 
a Fully programmable. 

S£££. CURRYS MICE 

Was £11939. ML A |k 
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8nan Camcorder 
wilh 13x Variable Speed Zoom ; 

a 0.5 ha low light capability, 
a Remote control. 

a Programmable CURRYS PRICE 
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With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you on take 
advantage of any 
credit offer in-store. 
Ask for details. 
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within 10 miles of 
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Blair pressed 
over tobacco 
adverts ban 
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I An alliance of more than 
80 national organisations 
| yesterday urged the 
Government to stand 
I on a comprehensive 

^ Europe-wide ban on 

tobacco advertising. 
Jeremy Lnurance, Health 

Editor, says they argue 
that the health reasons 
for the ban have been 
obscured by political 
controversy. 


Doctors, health professionals 
and consumer organisations 
said attention should be focused 
on the real reason for banning 
tobacco advertising - the disease 
and death caused by smoking. 

Yesterday the organisations, 
including the British Medical 
Association, the Cancer Re- 
search Campaign, the Nation- 
al Asthma Campaign and the 
largest advertising agency 
Abbot Mead Vickers, launched 
a report setting out the need for 
robust legislation. 

The report, Tobacco Adver- 
tising, Sponsorship and Promo- 
tion: The Case for a 
Comprehensive Ban, claims that 
failure to introduce water-tight 
legislation will create loopholes 
and lead to more inventive 
forms of tobacco promotion. 

Campaigners will meet with 
the Prime Minister next week to 
put forward their case. They will 
argue that the real debate has 
- become buried in the political 
^controversy following the Gov- 
eminent’s decision to exempt 
Rammla One from the proposed 
European Union Directive. 

Dr : Sandy Macara. the 
BMA’s chairman, said: - The 
Government has been Scbu- 
machered and it must now get 
back on , track. Tbis report 
makes an irrefutable case for 
robust legislation. Anything less 
than a total ban will be exploited 
by the tobacco industry - the 
merchants of death.” 

Evidence in the report of die 
harmful effects of smoking in- 
cludes a survey showing that 80 
per cent of asthma sufferers say 
smoking aggravates attacks. Yet 
15 million children with asth- 
ma live with smokers. 

It also sets out dear evidence 
that children, in particular, re- 
spond to cigarette advertising. 
Adrian Vickers, deputy chair- 


man of Abbott Mead Vickers, 
said: “Cigarette advertising 
sends a secondary, much mere 
sinister, message. It is saying 
that cigarette smoking is OK. A 
pan ban on tobacco advertising 
would leave this . effect of 
advertising untouched.” 

He added that a compre- 
hensive ban is the only option, 
otherwise tobacco manufactur- 
ers would use other methods 
such as direct marketing, gifts or 
clothes (o promote cigarettes. 

The Government’s own fig- 
ures estimate tobacco related ill- 
nesses cost the economy £1.7bn 
every year and, despite health 
education campaigns, smoking 
still kills 330 people every day. 

Smoking levels are increasing 
among children and a recent sur- 
vey showed the number of adults 
smoking increased in 3996, for 
the first time in 25 years. 

Dr John Toy, director of 
clinical programmes for the 
Cancer Research Campaign, 
claims the Government cannot 
afford to make compromises on 
the tobacco advertising ban. 

“The Government cannot 
continue to ignore the facts - es- 
pecially on child smoking.” he 
said. “Strong action now wfll 
keep today’s children out of the 
cancer wards of tomorrow. 
Half-baked measure like the 
compromise on Formula 1 will 
ensure that the government 
makes the most important mis- 
take that any government has 
made on tobacco for the past 20 
years." 

The Government has come 
under repeated attack following 
its decision to exempt Formu- 
la One from the ban on tobac- 
co advertising m return for a 
voluntary agreement to reduce 
the visibility of tobacco adver- 
tising at events. 

• The European directive on 
banning tobacco advertising in 
sport will be discussed at a 
Council of Health Ministers’ 
meeting in Brussels on 4 De- 
cember. The BMA is concerned 
that confusion surrounding the 
exemption could mean the EU 
Directive fails completely. 

Dr Macara said: “Our Eu- 
ropean partners may be unwill- 
ing to accept the Government's 
new position. The Government 
must do all in its powers to 
ensure that the directive is 
accepted at the ... meeting.” 

If the directive fails the 
whole of Europe will hold the 
UK responsible, he added. • 



Unnatural obsession: Many musdebotmd men and women are so fixated with their physiques that they sacrifice everything to spend hours in the gym honing their bodies 

How body builders are deluded into pumping iron 


Doctors have identified 
a mirror image of the 
slimming disease 
anorexia, in body 
builders who become 
obsessed with the bulge 
of their muscles. Jeremy 
Laurence, Health Editor, 
examines the dangers of 
pumping iron. 

As slimming was the disease of 
the 1980s, body building may 
turn out to be the disease of the 


1 990s. Musclebound men and 
women who think they look 
puny suffer from the same 
delusion as adolescent girls 
trying lo mimic snake-hipped 
models who think they look fill. 
Both have a distorted percep- 
tion of their own bodies. 

American researchers car- 
rying out psychological studies 
of athletes have identified what 
they call muscle dysmorphism 
to describe men and women 
who become fixated with the 
shape of their bodies. The ob- 
session leads them to sacrifice 


career, family and social life lo 
spend hours in the gym. They 
are too ashamed of their bod- 
ies to go the beach or swimming 
pool, and mam* take anabolic 
steroids to build bigger muscles. 

Typically they weighed 
themselves several limes a day, 
repeatedly checked their 
appearance in mirrors, and 
wore baggy sweatshirts and 
trousers even in mid-summer 
to hide their bodies. Missing 
even one day of weight-lifting 
caused enormous distress. 

The study was led by Dr 


Harrison Pope, from McLean 
Hospital in Belmont, Massa- 
chusetts, who was helped by 
UK colleagues at the Univer- 
sity of Keele in Staffordshire. 

Dr Pope, whose findings 
are published in the journal Psy- 
chnsomatics, said; “The syn- 
drome looks almost tike a 
reverse form of anorexia ner- 
vosa. In a typical case of 
anorexia nervosa, a woman di- 
ets until she is severely under- 
weight. Yet, when she looks at 
herself in the mirror, she per- 
ceives herself as fat. By contrast. 


in typical muscle dysmorphia. 
a musclebound body builder 
will look in the mirror and see 
himself or herself as out of 
shape. We think the underlying 
pathology of the two conditions 
may be the same, since they are 
both disorders of body image. 
The preoccupations simply go 
in opposite directions.” 

The researchers say more 
people may be afflicted tty the 
disorder as weightlifting has in- 
creased in popularity. Dr Pope 
said: “Americans spend about 
S3m (£1.8m) a year on com- 


mercial gym memberships. 
And this doesn't count the 
more than a million Americans 
who work out at home.” 

In the LJK. concern about 
appearance has led some men 
to seek breast implants to 
enlarge their pectoral mus- 
cles. Customers are mostly 
body builders making finishing 
touches. The operation costs 
£3500, the same as for a 
woman, and involves the 
insertion of silicone implants 
behind the pectoral muscles, to 
throw them forward. 


Woman sues over memory loss after electric shock therapy 


A woman who has 
suffered near total 
memory Joss after 
electro convulsive 
therapy is suing her 
health authority. 
Lawyers believe the case 
could lead to big 
' damages claims. Michael 
Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, looks at 
the claims. 


Barbara Arden-Rowe was an 
eminent scientist and author of 
several texts. After her scientific 
career she became a teacher. 
Now after undergoing EOT at 
a local hospital she cannot even 
read a book - because she is un- 
able to remember the beginning 
of the last sentence she has read 
The horrific impact on her 
life caused by the treatment giv- 
en for post-natal depression 
even though she had last given 
birth 20 years before - has 


prompted her to sue the health 
authority for damages. Her 
lawyers believe it could lead to 
one of the biggest medical neg- 
ligence series of cases the coun- 
try has seen. 

Ms Arden-Rowe, 63, from 
Loughborough, whose case was 
highlighted in a television doc- 
umenlaiy, can barely recall bring- 
ing up her children: “Apparently 
1 took them on the Broads and 
they had a wonderful time. But 
I cannot remember it at all.” 


The course of 10 ETC 
shocks given to her in 3983 af- 
ter a mental breakdown has now 
made it impossible for her to re- 
sume her teaching career. “How 
can you teach science when you 
can’t even remember the bones 
in your body?” she said. “I can 
read a paragraph, but then it’s 
gone so I can’t read a hook I can 
only add up three figures so I 
can’t check bank statements.” 

Her solicitors Alexander 
Harris, from Altrincham, 


Cheshire, believes that her’s 
could be the first of many cas- 
es at a time when 20,000 a year 
are treated with EC£ a course 
of treatment considered con- 
troversial by some doctors. 

Ann Alexander, a senior 
partner, said: “Though the 
medical profession generally 
believes that ECT is a fast and 
effective treatment as a last re- 
sort for people with severe de- 
pression and other serious 
mental problems, we believe 


that Ms Arden-Rose’s experi- 
ence is not typical of many 
others and we are seeking to 
pursue a lull investigation to 
highlight this issue." 

Ms Arden-Rowe said the 
treatment led to her being stig- 
matised as mentally ill, which 
was not her condition. 

Last night Leicestershire 
health Authority, which runs the 
Ibwers Hospital where she was 
treated, said it was unable to 
comment on the legal action. 
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Orange Just Talk means 
no long-term commitment 
£179.99 rxp.gets you a 
Just Talk mr201 phone, 
connection to Orange and 
15 minutes of calls to get 
you started. 


• Calls cost from as little 
as 29p per minute. 


• No credit check 
needed. 


# Top-up Just Talk cards 
available at Dixons 
stores, Orange stockists, 
and other high street 
retailers nationwide. 


95% coverage of the 


UK population and 


growing, with a further 


£800m being invested 
in the Orange network. 
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Iraq claims victory as the 
weapons inspectors return 


UN weapons inspectors returned to Bagh- 
dad yesterday with the priority of finding 
weapon stocks that Iraq may have hidden 
during a tense three-week stand-off with 
Saddam Hussein. 

Iraq's ruling Ba’ath party newspaper, at- 
Thawra, said: “Our latest battle with the 
world oppressors in America has led to a 
great victory worthy of pride and glory.” It 
added: “Wfe have proved to eveiytme ~ that 
we have a national iron will." 

However, no crowds turned out to 
watch the inspectors return, which came a 
day after a Russian-brokered deal per- 
suaded President Saddam to rescind an or- 
der expelling the American inspectors. In 
exchange, Russia pledged to work toward 
relaxing sanctions, which block oQ exports 
and have devastated the Iraqi economy. 

At the UN headquarters in New York, 
an advisory board of the UN commission 
responsible for scrapping Iraq's weapons 
of mass destruction held a day-long brain- 


storming session behind dosed doors to dis- 
cuss ways of improving its work methods. 

Richard Butler, the chief o f the UN Spe- 
cial Commission responsible for the 
weapons inspections, said that in accor- 
dance with the wishes of Security Council, 
the board would “consider the preseat sit- 
uation that was caused by Iraq, what effect 
it has had and discuss some ways in which 
we could be made more effective.” 

One possible outcome would be an in- 
crease in the total number of Unscom in- 
spectors. This would reduce the proportion 
bf American inspectors, partly meeting one 
of Iraq's key demands. Underscorin g US 
misgivings about the Russian-brokered 
deal, the United States has continued its 
military build-up in the Persian Gulf. The 
aircraft carrier USS George Washington ar- 
rived in the Gulf on Thursday, and six F- 
1 17 Stealth fighters landed is Kuwait 

“They mil be there until there is full 
compliance Jwilh UN demands on weapons 


inspections},” William Cohen, the US De- 
fense Secretaiy,saicL 

In Washington, while thanking Russia 
for its role in the tussle with Iraq, 
Madeleine Albright, the US Secretary of 
State, insisted that Moscow does not have 
the muscle to influence the United States 
in getting sanctions on Baghdad lifted in 
the UN Security Council. “The quick an- 
swer is no," Ms Albright said, when asked 
if Russia, could influence US voting in the 
council in getting the sanctions lifted. 

In Moscow, die Russian media, long 
used to lamenting Moscow’s weakness in 
international diplomacy since the Soviet 
Union collapsed in 1991, praised Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov for his medi- 
ation. One publication called the move a 
welcome change. 

The weapons teams in Iraq plan to re- 
sume their inspections today, including a 
search for suspected stockpiles of VX nerve 
gas and mustard gas. — Agencies 
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Charges that a number of bur- 
ial plots in Arlington National 
Cemetery, the last resting place 
of US military heroes, were al- 
located to Democratic Party 
donors were denied yesterday. 
But the very suggestion could 
further damag e President Clin- 
ton's already flawed reputation. 

Among the things that 
Americans hold sacred are the 
Constitution, the Hag, Abraham 
Lincoln and the Arlington 
National Cemetery. Of the 
many accusations made against 
President Clinton concerning 
his fund-raising activities for the 
Democratic Party - paid-for 
invitations to White House cof- 
fee mornings, funds solicited 
from White House phones, 
trips on Air Force One - it was 
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With humour,, presence and 
comments as eloquent as his 
written words, China’s best- 
known dissident re-entered 
' public life yesterday with a 
dear message: during nearly 18 
years in prison, bis strong will 
endured. 

u Pve waited decades for this 
chanoe to exercise my rights to 
free speech,” Wei Jingsheng 
said. “But the Chinese people 
have been waiting for centuries,” 

In an extraordinary news 
conference at a public library, 
Mr Wei met hundreds of re- 
porters and supporters as if he 


had been doing it al l his life . He 
joked, ge&urkl and reaffirmed 
his commitment both to his 
cause and to China. “I wffl love 
my fatherland for ever - 
whether Tm there or anywhere 
else,” Mr Wei said in Chinese. 
“I certainty plan to go back. In 
fact, Iriever mtendedto leave." 

. The Chinese government 
released Mr Wei .from prison 
last Saturday and put him on a 
plane to Detroit, where he re- 
ceived medical treatment for hy- 
pertension and other ailments 
developed during prison life. 

— AP. New York 
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the revelation that overnight 
stays in the Lincoln bedroom at 
the White House were effec- 
tively “for sale” to big party 
donors that inflamed the Amer- 
ican public most. 

Now though, B&B m the 
Lincoln bedroom has a com- 
petitor for worst-judged donor- 
incentive. According to an 
article in the next issue of in- 
sight magazine, a Washington- 
based. publication that has 
strong ties with the military, big 
donors were able to win posthu- 
mous honour for themselves in 
the form of a burial at (he ceme- 
tery. When word escaped of the 
revelations, many American ra- 
dio talk shews were inundated 
with people calling in to protest 

— Mary Dcjevsfcy, Washington 
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Football hooliganism: now it’s an all-American problem 


Be careful which door you try 
^hen wandering the bowels of 
Philadelphia famous Veteran’s 
stadium when the Eagles are 
Paying at home. You may find 
yourself facing a stem looking 

with black robes and a gaveL 
He, as David Usbome explains, will 
tea judge and the room will be a 
Court where hooligans will be 
tried on the spot. 

5s2f d r l ? hf. a “European problem": ihc 
bgnt of hooliganism at sporting events ihnt 
QJarred the repuiaiions of teams, cities and 
even whole countries and depressed tick- 
et sales. Now, one American metropolis 
tears it may have caught the disease and 
is reaming in astonishing no-nonsense 
fashion. 

The city is Philadelphia and what has 
spurred it into action was a nastv fracas at 
a Monday night American football game 
on 10 November. With all the country 
watching courtesy of coverage by ABC tele- 
vision, a match between the local Eagles 
team and the visiting San Francisco 49ers 
ended with ugly fighting between compet- 
ing fans on the field. One man even fired 
a flare directly into the stands. 

The city and the team owners are join- 
ing forces to stop a repeat performance at 
future games. Starting tomorrow, when the 
Eagfes win play host to the Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers, extra police will be drafted in to snuff 
out any aggressive behaviour. Some will 
even go undercover in Steelers jackets. 

The real innovation, however, will be the 
establishment of a court of law in the sta- 



dium itself. Down on the ground floor next 
door to where the police already have hold- 
ing cells for the unruliest of supporters. 
Judge Seamus Patrick McCaffery wfl] be 
waiting to dispense some instant justice. 

The message is being put out loud and 
clear anyone apprehended at the stadi- 


um this Sunday and charged with any of a 
variety of charges ranging from unruly be- 
haviour, drunkenness or drug possession 
will be hauled directly to face Judge Mc- 
Caffeiy. 

In short order, guilt or innocence will 
be pronounced and. perhaps even before 


the First Quarter is over, heavy fines will 
be levied. Judge McCaffeiy himself, a for- 
mer Marine officer, seems almost to be rub- 
bing his hands with anticipation. ’"You will 
be arrested, handcuffed, taken directly 
downstairs in front of a judge, who will be 
sitting in full robes, in a courtroom," he 


promised. “If you’re found guilty, you’ll re- 
ceive a significant fine. And if you don't pay, 
you will be sent to jail”. 

Anyone holding a coveted season tick- 
et and found guilty by McCaffeiy, or an- 
other judge who has also promised to be 
on hand, Louis Presenza, can also expect 


Before the bench: Cleveland Browns' 

fens protest against the decision to 

move their team to Baltimore, 
Violence at the Philadelphia Eagles 
last game has prompted the dty 
authorities to take drastic action 

photograph: Stephen Dunn/Allsport 

to have that ticket taken away. The idea was 
inspired by the “zero tolerance” approach 
to crime that New York City mayor. 
Rudolph Giuliani, has espoused to great 
acclaim. The sports-court notion is also an 
adaption of floating “night-courts” that op- 
erate in impromptu settings in some of the 
trouble spots of Philadelphia after dark, es- 
pecially on weekends. Judge McCaffery is 
sits in those courts. 

Mayor Giuliani's counterpart in 
Philadelphia, Ed Rendell, is hopeful that 
the instant-justice solution will be enough 
to douse the football hooliganism once and 
for all 

Rendell was moved especially by a 
caller he heard on a radio phone-in pro- 
gramme lamenting that it was no longer safe 
to take the family to the games. “We can’t 
stand by and say to people, ‘Just don’t bring 
you kids to the game*. That’s a horrible 
statement,” the Mayor declared. 

While scores of fans have been cited by 
police officers at games at the Veterans Sta- 
dium in the past, most have ignored the 
court summons and have therefore escaped 
punishment. 

The city says it has not had the resources 
to chase up everyone cited at the games and 
force them to appear before a judge, with 
the judges in situ that problem should be 
instantly solved. 


Australia’s top dollar cricket stars ready to strike for more cash 


Australia's top 
cricketers plan to strike 
next month over pay 
and conditions. If they 
do they will disrupt an 
international one-day 
series. Robert MBiken in 
Sydney reports on a 
first in Australian 
; sporting, history 


Some of them earn almost 
SA500.00Q (£217,000) a year, 
others drive Ferraris and 
BMWs, and all are considered 
the best-paid men for their 
skills in the world. Yet it 
seemed almost certain yester- 
day that Australia's top crick- 
eters, including the Test team 
led by Mark Taylor, would 
strike next month, demanding 
better pay and conditions. 

It will be the first such ac- 
tion by a national team in Aus- 


tralian history. As news broke 
during the second Test be- 
tween Australia and New 
Zealand in Perth, and the 
prospect loomed of a summer 
marked by a war over recruit- 
ment of strike-breakers to re- 
place the likes of Taylor, the 
Waugh brothers and Shane 
>\&xne, politicians pleaded with 
the players. John Howard, the 
cricket-loving Prime Minister, 
said: "Do not go on strike.” 

The stoppage is planned 


over 10 days, when Australia is 
due to play South Africa and 
New Zealand in one-day 
matches. The dispute threatens 
to drive a wedge through the 
Australian cricket world almost 
as damaging as that 20 years 
ago, when Kcriy Packer hi- 
jacked the game to stage his 
World Series Cricket matches 
in a campaign to win the tele- 
vision rights for official Test 
cricket. 

He won that war but stands 


to be one of the biggest losers 
from the latest dispute. His 
Channel Nine television net- 
work would lose ratings, rev- 
enue and Taylor, Whrae, lan 
Healy and Steve Waugh, who 
have lucrative contracts as 
commentators with the net- 
work. “I hope there's no 
strike,” said Gary Bums, 
Channel Nine’s director of 
sport “Because if there's a 
strike, things might get ugly." 

The row centres on a dis- 


pute between the Australian 
Cricketers’ Association, rep- 
resenting 120 top players, and 
the Australian Cricket Board, 
the controlling body. The as- 
sociation wants to negotiate a 
form of collective bargaining, 
which, it says, will give a bet- 
ter deal for kwer-paid and un- 
known players. The board 
wants to continue a system of 
individual contracts with play- 
ers. It has accused the players 
of wanting to take control of 


the game. The association 
wrote to member players ask- 
ing them to endorse the 
planned strike. By last night a 
majority had done so. 

With stars such as Taylor al- 
ready earning $485,000 a year 
from the beard, and Wirne, 
Healy, Glenn McGrath and 
Steve Waugh a fraction less - 
before their earnings elsewhere 
from sponsorships, endorse- 
ments and television - Aus- 
tralians are unlikely to give 


much sympathy to the militant 
players. 

But some old-timers have. 
Greg Chappell, a former Tfest 
captain and selector, said: 
“This has been going on for 100 
years. It's always been a mas- 
ter-servant relationship for the 
players. Unless the players 
now can get their reasonable 
demands heard, it will be like 
that for the next 100 years. It's 
about a principle." 

But is it cricket? - 
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Marching for the children who bear the world’s burden 




KrTH®'; 


^ preparations began 
aroun d the world for global action 
to at tack the evil of child labour. 

legislation has proved 
too *hlesa, and campaigners want 
to shock the world into doing 
something more substantive, 
fleter Pophmi interviews the man 
who heads the global campaign. 











On Thursday 20 November, the “Univer- 
sal Day for the Rights of the Child" hun- 
dreds of organisations, from London to Rio 
Rod from Manila to Mexico, announced 
their involvement in a global march 
child labour. 

The march mil begin in Manila on 17 
Jamiaiy 1998. In February and March, oth- 
er strands of the march will get underway 
in Rk> and Capetown, and the different 
streams will converge on Geneva in early 
June, when the International Labour Or- 
ganisation (BLO) will meet lo draft a new 
international convention to ban the most 
intolerable forms of child labour. 

The man who conceived the global 
march is Kailash Satyarthi. the founder and 
head of the South Asia Coalition against 
CbSd Servitude (Sacs). “The 20th centu- 
ry has seen enough of the globalisation of 
the economy and armaments." be said at 
the headquarters of Sacs in a Delhi sub- 
urb. “In the coming century we need to 
work together for the globalisation of hu- 
man compassion and solidarity, " 

Marking the Children’s Rights day, 
two thousand young people marched in cen- 
tral Delhi, neatly turned out children from 
private schools in pressed uniforms hold- 
ing hands with poor children fairing rirm» 
off from slaving in sweatshops, to protest 
over the persistence of child labour. 

It is a ppr opriate that India should be the 
country where the idea of this global ini- 
tiative originates, as it has far more work- 
ers under the age of 14 than any other 
country: 17.5 million according to govern- 
ment figures, but Mr Satyarthi believes the 
true figure is 60 million, more than the pop- 
ulation of Great Britain. They are found in 
low paid labour of every description, from 
rag-picking, serving in cheap caf£s and sell- 
ing peanuts on the street, to carpet weav- 
ing and stitching trainers. Although the 
West’s attention has been focused on items 
the West consumes, notoriously the foot- 
balls emblazoned with Eric Cantona's face, 
according to UniceE, factories turning out 
internationally traded commodities ac- 
count for less than 5 percent of the world's 
child labour force: 
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Hard woric Some of the ddld ’•.'•j 

labourers (left), many under 13 Wa 
of age, seen working on a Delhi - V’’ - 1 ,: 
building site this week. Kaflasft 
Satyarthi (above, pictured courtesy £ 
of Unicef)* founder and head of the 

South Asia Coalition against Child 

Servitude, has initiated a march ~ . 

against child labour which wfli bring j 
together hundreds of organis ation s -W^'; 
from all over the world, beginning in ~ . : 
Manila in January, in Rio and 
Capetown in Maixh, and converging '••• 
on Geneva m June next year 

Main photograph: Tom PBston 


Much anguished debate in the West at 
forums such as the international conference 
in Oslo last month, has centred around what 
can be done to tackle the problem. Blan- 
ket boycotts of countries such as India, it 
is generally agreed, make things worse. The 
imposition of a ban on child labourers at 
garment factories in Bangladesh led to the 
instant dismissal of 50,000 children, many 
of whom were forced to torn to ragpick- 
ing or begging to save their families from 
destitution: in the poorest families, the pit- 
tance earned by a working child can 
amount to a quarter of the family's income. 

In India and other countries, domestic 
legislation has proved toothless: India has 


had a strict law against certain forms of child 
labour on the books since 1986, but ac- 
cording to Mr Satyarthi. such laws are nev- 
er implemented. “The law is in the hands 
of labour inspectors, who are some of the 
most corrupt officials in India,'’ be says. 

The idea of a global march came about 
as a result of Mr SatyarthPs frustration in 
bringing change about by conventional 
means. “Tve been working on this issue for 
17 years. In India there is no dearth of con- 
stitutional guarantees, laws, ILO conven- 
tions and so on, but they are never 
implemented. There has never been a se- 
rious demonstration of genuine political will 
to do something about it. The problem ex- 


ists in front of our eyes - we see children 
working in shops, quarries, selling balloons 
to motorists in central Delhi at midnight 
- but we ignore it. 

“That’s why we thought we should go 
to the common people and buDd up the mo- 
mentum of awareness about the issues 
among them, bring home to them the im- 
portance of the right of education." 

Epic marches have an honourable place 
in the history of India’s social development 
Mr Satyarthi's original inspiration was a 
march more than 2000 years ago that start- 
ed from his home town in the state of Mad- 
hya Pradesh, through which Buddhist 
missionaries planted the seed of their phi- 


losophy in central Asia. Mahatma Gand- 
hi's Salt March, in 1930, was one of the mo& 
important moments in India’s struggle for 
freedom from Britain. And an earlier long 

march against child labour, which zigzagged 
5.200km (3,200 miles) from the southern- 
most tip of India to Delhi, achieved im- 
pressive results. “It raised the profile of the 
issue and put huge political pressure on the 
government," Mr Satyarthi says. “The is- 
sue was raised 100 times in parliament, and 
the central government was compelled to 
initiate programmes on child labour. It was 
the first time it became a political issue.” 

Just as important was the impact on re- 
mote villages when the march arrived! “Wfe 


suddenly turned up on their doorstep in the 
middle of the jungle like a miracle, and we 
were able to explain to them how, if their 
children work, it condemns families to. 
poverty because the children’s lack of ed- 
ucation prevents them getting better jobs 
when they grow up." 

What is terrifying in India is the rate at 
which the problem is growing, in tandem 
with the equally alarming population 
growth. Even the government's flawed fig- 
ures indicate that the number of children 
working is growing at a rate of 25 per cent 
every 10 years. “Poor families have many 
children precisely in order to put them to 
work as young as possible, to fend off des- 
titution," he says. The traditional belief was 
Hi ?? numerous children were an Insurance 
against poverty in old age. It is a measure 
of the desperation that consumes the 
world’s poorest countries that it is not fu- 
ture comfort but present survival that mo- 
tivates the poorest of the poor. 

Mr Satyarthi believes that only global 
pressure -on governments, employers and 
communities - can begin to turn the' tide. 
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Sixties hit set to rise from TV graveyard 


For anyone of a certain age, 
Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased) 
means running home from 
school in a pair of flares to watch 
television. Now the senes is 
being re-made. Paul McCann, 

Media Correspondent, wallows 
in nostalgia. 

Long before Britain had heard of Mar- 
tin Bell, Neil Hamilton or Thtton, Marty 
Hopkirk was the good guy in a white suit 
on British television. And now he’s com- 
ing back. .... 

Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased) is be- 


ing re-made by the company that made 
the film Trainspotting. 

PolyGram Kim's television division. 
Working Title, has the rights to the cult 
Sixties private detective series, and has new 
scripts by the writer James McJones 
ready to go into production. 

PolyGram bought the rights from 
Lord Lew Grade's ITC television library 
and is using a loan from the European Me- 
dia Two programme to fund development 
of the series. 

No stars are yet in place to play the de- 
tectives but the series is just the latest de- 
velopment in the trend for so-called 
nostalgia TV. Last week it was reported 
that Charlie's Angels is. to be resurrected 
in a. Hollywood movie while at Tedding- 


ton Studios in London The Professionals 
is being re-made. 

The boom in nostalgia TV reflects a 
feeling among television executives that 
many of the best popular television ideas 
come from a creatively fertile period in 
the Sixties and Seventies. The more cyn- 
ical believe that, rather than take risks, pro- 
ducers are turning to old formats. 

As everyone over the age of 30 knows, 
Randall and Hopkirk was a two-man de- 
tective agency until Many Hopkirk was 
killed in an apparent car accident in the 
first episode in September 1969. 

For reasons that are never made quite 
clear they become a one man, one ghost, 
detective agency when Marty's spirit 
hangs around to help his partner solve a 


mystery each week. Only Jeff could see 
his deceased partner, who wore a white 
suit to identify him as a ghost. 

Marty Hopkirk made a useful detec- 
tive in that he could walk through walls 
and doors and transport himself by clos- 
ing his eyes and simply wishing lo be some- 
where. Thanks to this spying on the bad 
guys was Marty’s speciality. Unfortu- 
nately, bis temporal nature also meant that 
each week be had to stand by helpless 
while Jeff got beaten up. 

The series, inspired by the Noel Cow- 
ard play. Blithe Spirit , was produced by 
Dennis Spooner, the man who made the 
other cult detective hit of the late Sixties, 
Department S. 

Marty was played by Kenneth Cope 


who became famous playing Jed Stone in 
Coronation Street for five years, also in the 
Sixties, 

Cope also appeared in many other clas- 
sic Sixties series, from Doctor Who to Dixon 
of Dock Green. He was last seen in a guest 
role in Casualty , before changing careers 
and running a restaurant in Oxfordshire. 

Jeff Randall was played by the leather- 
faced and laconic Mflce Rratt who died in 
1976. In the series Jeff maintained a dis- 
creetly chaste relationship with Marty’s 
widow Jeannie which may be difficult to 
sustain in the less strait-laced Nineties. 

PolyGram is maintaining a silence on 
the new series until it secures actors and 
a broadcaster, but the series is expected 
to be on air by the end of next year. - 


Insurance 
ads forced 
off air by 
complaints 

The Independent Television Commission 
has suspended the transmission of an ad- 
vertisement by Direct Line after complaints 
from rival insurance companies. 

Broadcasters have been told not to show 

the advertisement while the ITC investi- 
gates complaints that it was misleading. 
Direct Line says its campaign has now end- 
ed anyway. 

The ITC said it received seven com- 
pjaints accusing the telephone insurer Di- 
rect Line of showing traditional insurance 
brokers in a damaging way. 

Among the companies who complained 

was Norwich Union, which accused Direct 
Line of being “intentionally and damag- 
jngfy mfsipiadmg in its portrayal of brokers". 

John Kitson, marketing manager for 
Norwich Union, said: “We are delighted 
with the TTC suspension and it is a real vic- 
tory for the insurance broker and Norwich 
Union. We believe Direct Line has inten- 
tionally tried to portray brokers from the 
past rather than the present. 

“Not only did we consider it mislead- 
ing to the public, but also very damaging 
to the business of thousands of highly 
efficient and modern insurance brokers.'’ 

An ITC spokeswoman said: “We are in- 
vestigating tire complaints at the moment 
and have requested that broadcasters sus- 
pend the advertisement while we look Into 
them." 

The advertisement features a Direct 
line operator answering questions posed 
by a potential customer and has scenes in- 
cluding a high street broker's shop and a 
car accident. 

A spokeswoman for Direct Line said: 
“We are disappointed to see Norwich 
Union making these claims. “But the fact 
that the ITC has suspended the advert does 
not mean that any of the complaints by Nor- 
wich Union or others have been upheld.” 

Earlier this year, Direct Line ran an- 
other controversial campaign where it 
asked rival companies to appear in its com- 
mercial if they could match a series of its 
product promises. 

When a number of rival insurance 
companies came forward. Direct Line 
was effectively forced to give them hun- 
dreds of thousands of pounds of free air- 
time. 

— Paul McCann 
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SAFETY RECALL 


Electrolux 

ELECTROLUX REFRIGERATOR/FREEZERS 
& LARDER FRIDGES 

MODEL NUMBERS: 

ER2646C. ER2656B. ER2946B. ER2947B. 


1 -Write down the make of the model. 
Zanussi or Electrolux, in this box. 


ZANUSSI 

ZANUSSI REFRIGERATOR/FREEZERS 


MODEL NUMBERS: 

ZFC47/52FF. ZFC56/38FF. ZFC56/48. 


OWNERS OF THE ABOVE MODELS MUST ACT ON THIS NOTICE 


Our ongoing Quality Control Programme has identified a weakness in the top hinge which supports the upper 
refrigerator door on some Electrolux fndge/freezers and larder fridges and Zanussi fridge/freezers, 

A heavily loaded door may cause the hinge to fracture and the door to fall forwards, creating a potential hazard. 

We need to check the affected fridgetfreezers or larder fridges and fit a replacement hinge, free of charge. 

Th/s notice is to help you to identify whether or not your fridgetfreezer or larder fridge needs attention and to 
enable you to contact us if it does. 

The fridge/freezers or larder fridges which require attention can be identified by the numbers on the label fixed 
inside the fridge, behind the salad drawer. 

Please take this notice to your fridge/freezer or larder fridge and follow our instructions for completing the 
coupon below. ^ _ 

INSTRUCTION FOR COMPLETION OF THE COUPON 

3 -Now check from the model number box to see if 
the model number is one of the following; 

. Zanussi Mkxlels: Electrolux Models: 

ZFG47/52FF. ZFC56/38FF. ER2646C. ER2656B. 

ZFC56/48. ER2946B. ER2947B. 

If it is, go to step 4. If it is not you need take 
no further action. 

4. Now check from the serial number box to see if 
the first three digits appear in the following 
sequences. 

Serial numbers: 

512. 513. 514. 515. 516. 517. 518. 519. 520. 
521.522.523.524.525. 

If they do not, you . need take no further action. 

If they do, you should add your name, address 
and. most importantly, your postcode, to the 
coupon and mail it to us right away. Alternatively, 
Can us free on 0800 33 43 53; talcing the coupon 
to the phone so that you can read out the details. 
We will then arrange for a visit by one of our 
Service Force engineers, 
ft is important that until our engineer calls 
you should keep the weight stored in the door 
to a minimum. Heavy containers such as milk 
and soft drinks for example^ should be stored 
on shelves inside the fridge, not in the door. 

5-Cut along the dotted line and put the coupon in 
an envelope. Seal ft and post-it to us, right away, 
at the address shown. No stamp Is necessary, . 

We apologise for any inconvenience this may have 
caused and thank you for your co-operation. 
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Thinking Internet? 
Think Which? Online! 
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Which? Online is the Internet service brought to you by 
Which?, an organisation respected nationwide for its 
integrity and trustworthiness. Not only does Which? 
Online provide the speediest of access to the World 
Wide web, an e-mail address and the ability to create 
your own Web pages, it also gives you exclusive access 
to a wealth of consumer information on the Internet 
Return the coupon or call the number below and 
you’ll receive a free CD giving you everything you need to 
get online - plus 30 days’ free unlimited Internet access 
and Which? Online. We’ll also send you a complimentary 
‘Beginner’S Guide to the Internet’ booklet Reply today - 
access to the world’s greatest library, and more, is just 
around the comer! 

Sample the Internet and Which? 
Online for 30 days - free of charge 

0645830 256 


PImm quota ntaranea number PJ158 


l 
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Please call the number above, or return this coupon to: 

Which? Online, FREEPOST, Hertford X SG14 1YB. 

YES! I would like a FREE CD giving me 30 days’ 
FREE unlimited Internet access and Which? Online. 

PLEASE COMPLETE IN CAPITALS 

Surname (Mr/Mre/Miss/Ms/Other) 

Forenamefe) 


Address 


\ 


Postcode 


_ PJ15J 

to hwawwldng IBM tstynpaMblapg^or^conyu^iuv^WiriOovffl^.Tte Internet access 
software takes about fi imgdbyto of hwd dak Bpaoe find needs at lost 8 megabyte ol RAM to n*. YUu w* afeo need a modem. 


The Internet service you can trust 
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Wales in space? And Dragonfire’s mission control is based; in a pub 


The Bell pd] in the 
***** of the Powys 
*»Tning community 
swves as mission 
c °ntrol for the first 
attempt to put a Welsh 
rocket in space. But, as 
Ian Burrdl reports, the 
project is entirely 
serious. 

Max Boyce, the Welsh come- 
dian, once included in his rou- 
tine a fanciful sketch about the 
principality’s attempts to put 
men on the moon. Yes, the 
Welsh aeronauts concluded, it 
was made of cheese, and yes, 
it tasted of Caerphilly. 

Plans by Newtown (popu- 
lation 1 1,000), in the hills of 
Mid-Wales, to style itself as a 
rival to Houston. Texas, as a 
centre for launching rockets, 
might also seem like a joke. 

But the team members who 
style themselves Casa (Cymru 
Aeronautics and Space Admin- 
istration), believe they are on 
the verge of creating history. 

No amateur rocket launch- 
er has succeeded in sending a 
projectile into space, whik± 
under the European definition 
is 100km into the air. 

In January, the 15 -strong 
Welsh team will cany out its 
first test-bunches on a 45-feet 
long rocket powered by a mix- 


ture of polybutadiene and 
liquid oxygen. If they are suc- 
cessful, Ca&a will aim to put its 
“Dragonfire" rocket into space 
in the spring, as soon as weath- 
er conditions are favourable! 

The Bell's landlord, Peter 
Burt, has been overseeing 
meetings of the space commit- 
tee. Mr Burt is a space fanat- 
ic, haring decorated his 
hostelry with the prototypes of 
bis earlier, less ambitious, rock- 
et bunches. His best effort was 
a missile with a fibre-glass 
nose cone which attained L$)0 
feet in 1995 before descending 
by parachute. 

From behind the bar, Mr 
Burt serves pints of a new real 
ale, named Dragonfire, which 
is brewed locally and helps to 
raise funds for the space pro- 
gramme. It alro fuels the debate 
among members of the space 
committee, which includes an 
industrial chemist, a computer 
wizard, a trajectory specialist 
and a member of parliament. 
Lembit Opik. the local Liber- 
al Democrat MP, is another 
space enthusiast, whose con- 
versations with the publican 
while canvassing in the area a 
year ago sowed the seeds for the 
Dragonfire project 

Mr Opik said: “Outsiders 
laugh bat ... pocaTJ people take 
this project very seriously.” 

The MP moved to reassure 



people who might be con- 
cerned at the safety risks if the 
launch went wrong. “It’s pro- 
pelled nsing a relatively safe 
material which only burns in a 

stream affi^psssureo^gen, 
whjchtteanSttereis noEskaf 
it exploding,” fresakL “Tf it folk 
... the biggest- danger is that 
you get bashed on the head.” 

For which reason, the com- 
mittee has lined up a remote 
site at Plyntymon, the second 
highest peak in Wales. 

The team is trying to raise 
£250,000 from Welsh compa- 
nies to finance the remainder 
of the project, A Dragonfire 
project website is set to attract 
further commercial interest 

“People need to be sure that 
this is a serious project before 
they start investing money,” he 
said. “What this venture is 
about is promoting scientific 
education in \tbies.” 

Welsh schools have been in- 
vited to submit ideas for scien- 
tific experiments which can be 
carried out while the rocket is 
in space. Firms have already 
promised to supply diggers, 
generators and the scaffolding 
for the launch tower. 

Mr Burt said: “We intend to 
control the rocket on its jour- 
ney back and return it to its 
original launch site which is 

Co^rtdmm^^^Newtoii space team erecting a halfeize model of the Welsh rocket, sert to be launched in the spring Photograph: Andre* Buurmm 
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Sheep-dip pollution 
prompts crackdown 


Upland farmers 
carelessly disposing of a . 
new kind of sheep dip 
are wiping out life in 
mile after mile of rivers 
and streams. Nicholas 
School Environment 
Correspondent, says that 
the Government’s 
Environment Agency ' 
has plans to crack down 
on the polluters. 

In Cumbria alone, about 90 
miles of river have been dam- 
aged by the new synthetic 
pyrethroid (SP) sheep dips leak- 
ing into the water. 

The chemical wipes out most 
of the tiny aquatic insects, Crus- 
tacea and other invertebrates 
near the base of the food webs. 
This starves the fish and that, 
in turn, deprives otters and riv- 
er birds of their fish food. 
Streams have also been harmed 
in upland areas of the West 
Country and Wfcles. 

SP dips have been market- 
ed as a safer alternative for rid- 


Smuggler 
gets sue years 


A love-struck Dutchman who 
was seduced by his English girl- 
friend into swallowing cocaine 
worth £1 15, (WO and smuggling 
it into Britain was jailed for six 
years yesterday. 

Ernest Wiredu, 35, who 
could have died if any of the 91 
packages of cocaine had burst, 
stood to make just £1,400 by 
breaking the law. But suspicious 
Customs officials stopped the 
nervous-looking courier the 
moment he arrived from the 
Netherlands on a cross-Chan- 
nel train at London’s Waterloo 
station two months ago. 

Southwark Crown Court in 
London heard that a total of 714 
grammes of high purity co- 
caine was later recovered from 
him. The court was told hard- 
up Wiredu, who bad never 
been in trouble before, became 
desperate after learning that his 
mother was unwell and needed 
money. He poured out his prob- 
lems to his girlfriend who saw 
an opportunity to make some 
cash for herself as well. 

The woman, who has never 
been caught, introduced him to 
a drug dealer and then per- 
suaded him that this was the 
best way out of his dile mma 

But Judge Paul Focke QC, 
told Wiredu, who admitted one 
count of smuggling, that despite 
his personal problems and the 
help he had given to police in 
an attempt to track down the 
others involved, there was no 

alternative to a long sentence of 

imprisonment. 

“%u knew foU well what you 
were doing,” the judge said 


din g sheep of parasites than the 
organophosphate dips which 
have caused severe, chronic ill- 
ness in many fanners. Sales have 
soared over the past five years. 
But according to the Enviroo- 

1 mentAgeocy.theyareuptoone 

hundred times more lethal to 
river life, and a teaspoonful en- 
tering a stream can wipeout in- 
vertebrates for" hundreds erf 
metres downstream. 

Farmers are currently asked 
to foflow a Code of Good Prac- 
tice when they dispose of sur- 
plus dip. This allows them to 
pour it onto flat grassland, pro- 
vided it is at least 10 metres 
from any river and 50 metres 
from any well or borehole. 

But the European Commis- 
sion reckons this is inadequate, 
and is prosecuting Britain for 
failing to comply with EU wa- 
ter pollution laws. The Gov- 
ernment has responded by 
promising new regulations cov- 
ering the disposal of waste dip, 
to come into force next year. 

When these are issued the 
agency expects to be put in 


charge. Banners wishing to dis- 
pose of dip on their land wiO 
have to get its permission. If 
there is ary risk of dip reaching 
a river, this will not be granted. 

The agency’s pollution pre- 
vention manager, David Grif- 
fiths. told a sheep fanning 
conference yesterday: “Wswill 
pbfrfaesitate to prosecute whKfe- 
' tflere is evidenefe that' farmers 
have caused pollution-'’ 

Both coarse and game fish- . 
ennen are calling for the SP dips 
to be withdrawn. They can ateo 
cause problems when the wool 
from dipped sheep passes 
through processing and clean- 
ing plants - their effluent can 
harm rivers. The Environment 
Agency is talking to the textile - 
industry about tackling that 
Grampian Pharmaceuticals, 
which sells most of the SP dip 
in Britain, said that provided the 
instructions accompanying the 
product were followed there 
should be no damage. It had ' 
sent details of the Code of 
Practice to all 8,000 of its cus- 
tomers. 


Aberdeen road-pricing plan 

Road pricing is being considered by councillors in Scotland to 
pay for a 17.5-mile route around Aberdeen. The Western Pe^ 
ripheral road, costed at £80m, is unlikely to be finance^ by the 
Scottish Office; instead, councillors commissioned a report into 
alternative funding. Simple “cordon tolls” - where motorists pity 
before joining a road - have been considered, as well as more 
sophisticated tolling technologies. 

Making motorists pay for using roads has become a regular 
feature of councils' plans to raise revenue and tackle conges- 
tion. Authorities in Bristol, London and Edinburgh have all put 
forward road- pricing schemes. 

However, environmentalists said that Aberdeen’s move is “go" 
ing about the problem in the wrong way”. Simon Festing, 
spokesman for Friends of the Earth, said: “Some of the mon- 
ey, preferably all of it, raised should be used to fund public-trans- 
port schemes”. 

Randeep Ramesh, Transport Correspondent 


WHY SHOP 
AROUND FOR 
TRAVEL 
INSURANCE? 

IT’S FREE AT 
LUNN POLY. 

Free insurance an all overseas hoBdays mr 
£ 299 .jast ask at uy Lui Poly Holiday Shop. 


Lunn Poly 


* 


fBIMasr 


I belter H 


<<\ t‘> yelnn tt v 




nil— aOa-or dmunL 




: . -V-.. 








O' u£o 


13/OPERA 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
22 NOVEMBER 1997 

13 


Extravagance is opera’s lifeblood. Our top companies 
are being squeezed - so how do other countries cope? 
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Aria of grievance: La Scala, Milan, which, like other Italian houses, indulged in unbridled extravagance, a habit that has now been curtailed somewhat by financial stringency 

Chorus of accountants calls the tune as state largesse is slashed 


ITALY 

Andrew Gumbd in Rome examines , 
the pork-barrel politics, off-stage 
histrionics and reluctant 
belt-tightening in Italy, opera’s 
spiritual home. 


There was never a show quite like il* Aida 
might demand elephants and Berlioz's Les 
Trayens a cast of thousands, but Gian Pao- 
lo Cresci - notorious general manager of 
the Rome Opera in the venal early 1990s 
- knew how to make a spectacle of himself 
in a way that the great operatic composers 


of the 19th centuiy could only hint aL 

Mr Cresci hired staff by the hundred and 
dressed them all in Iiveiy coats, threw cham- 
pagne parties whenever Lhe spirit moved 
him and ordered priceless Persian carpels 
for his foyer. Tb keep the morale of his fire 
prevention staff high, he gave them all free 
English lessons. Never was so much effort 
thrown behind so little - a mere dribble of 
indifferent performances each year - but 
Mr Cresci did not seem to mind. 

As one of his highly placed political men- 
tors once commented, he was an opera all 
by himself. Naturally, this slate of affairs 
could not last, and when Italy's magistrates 
launched their anti-corruption drive in 1992, 
Mr Cresci and his system of management 
was ditched just in time to keep the bailiffs 


away. And Rome was not the only prob- 
lem facing Italy’s new generation of polit- 
ical leaders. 

For decades, the country's 13 opera 
houses - all funded exclusively hy the state 
- had developed varying degrees of wan- 
ton extravagance. Each had hundreds of 
largely useless full-time employees on its 
books (all of them members of powerful 
and highly fractious unions), spent far too 
much money on sets and costumes, never 
stooped to revive productions, even suc- 
cessful ones, and managed no more than 
a few dozen performances a year. 

The state pumped in more than 400ba 
lire each year (£15 0m), and saw a return 
cxf barely ]0 per cent on its investment. The 
Italian opera world has undergone a 


painful coming of age in the intervening 
years. Since last summer the 13 houses have 
ceased to be end, or state-run enterprises, 
and are now managed as self-financing 
foundations. They are still eligible for 
state funding, but with a ceiling of 40 per 
cent of their overall budget. Not only do 
they have to find private sponsors for the 
first lime in their existence, but they also 
have to find a way to break even. 

The results have been rather mixed. Per- 
haps predictably, La Scala in Milan has had 
tittle difficulty attracting private sponsors, 
including banks, energy companies and the 
tyre manufacturer Pirelli. The Rome 
Opera, under its energetic new manager, 
Sergio Escobar, has cut its costs by about 
30 per cent, dramatically increased the num- 


ber of performances and brought in as much 
as 30 per cent extra at the box-office. 

The turnaround has not been rapid 
enough, however, to balance the books, and 
the state has offered “compensation" mon- 
ey for the cuts that have been inflicted The 
unions, predictably, are forecasting the end 
of the world as they know it, but there seems 
to be genuine concern about the viability 
of the new regime, particularly for the small- 
er, less well- known houses. 

The reforms have also left a question- 
mark over La Fen ice. the Venice opera 
bouse, which burnt down nearly two years 
ago. With all this cutting going on, re- 
building funds have been thin on the 
ground and it could lake years before the 
new bouse gets back on its feet. 


4 The Bastille falls to the level of a national soap 
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FRANCE 

How does Paris manage to sustain 
five opera houses? All is not what 
it seems. Lucy Reid finds that Paris 
is also having trouble putting its 
houses in order. 

Opdra Bastille, dubbed tbe “People’s 
Opera” when it opened in 1989. has become 
more like a soap opera. Recent episodes 
jndude the sentencing of the former chair- 
man, Pierre BeigiS, to 10 months’ impris- 
onment and a fine of £3,000 after a set 


collapsed, killing one person and injuring 
40 others. 

The new’ chairman, Hugues Gall, is in 
charge of the two main opera houses, the 
nineteenth-century Opera Gamier and 
Bastille, now united as the Op£ra Nation- 
al de Paris (ONP). He was employed in 1995 
as the Sir John Harvey-Jones of the opera 
wo rid on a six-year contract, wielding ab- 
solute executive power. 

Perhaps Mr Gall's toughest challenge 
has been reversing the negative press giv- 
en to the Opera Bastille throughout its brief 
lifetime. One of the latest setbacks has not 
been one of interior strife, so much as ex- 
terior. Visitors will note the presence of 
what resemble enormous fishing nets 


swathing the bathroom -tile -like facade of 
the building. They are not there to catch 
fish. Since 1990, the stone slabs which rnake 
up the exterior of the house have been 
crumbling away. 

Mr Gall has started to turn things 
around by concentrating bn crowd-pulling 
favourites. He has cut back on excesses, 
which saw huge fees paid to some per- 
formers, He has imposed a more autocratic 
style of managemen t, by sacking the for- 
mer musical director, Myung-Whun Chung, 
and employing an American, James Con- 
Ion, as principal conductor. 

The two houses put on 14 productions 
this year, including nine operas, com- 
pared to only five in 1 995. 


What, briefly, of the three other opera 
houses in Paris? All are smaller, lower- 
profile operations, surviving through virtue 
of diversification. The Tb&tre des Champs- 
Elysdes and the Opera-Coznique receive 
minimal subsidies, helping to support 
themselves via a policy of renting out rooms 
for other events. 

The Theatre du Chat e let is owned and 
subsidised (£13m per annum) by the City 
of Paris. It has carved a niche with cycles 
of 20th-century and Baroque operas. 

At first glance, the French have been 
fairly successful in Lhe bums-on-seats de- 
partment, filling an average of 90 per cent 
of places at the two houses belonging to the 
Opera National de Paris and 83 per cent 


at the ChalcleL Ticket prices at the ONP 
range from £6 to £64, at Chatelet from £5 
to £75. When asked what the current 
deficit is, the ONP confidently states that 
there is no deficit. 

But it's a question of terminology; the 
French amply cover the yawning gaps be- 
tween what is spent on productions and tbe 
money coming in from ticket sales with a 
wash of public money, without which 
opera would be unsustainable. 

A simple sum reveals all: tbe state sub- 
sidy for 1997 is approximately £55m for the 
Op£ra National de Paris; divide this by the 
projected number of tickets sold in 1997, 
808,000, and you see that the state subsidises 
each seat by £68. 


NEW YORK 


Bullish 
Wall Street 
can boost 
fortunes 


The health of the classical 
music scene in the United 
States, and New York in 
particular, depends not so 
much on public subsidy as on 
the bullishness of Will Street. 
David L/sbome explains the 
differences in financial culture 
across the Atlantic. 


For now, at least, the National En- 
dowment for the Aits, the federal gov- 
ernment body that distributes cash to 
the arts across the United States, is still 
breathing. But only just and the Re- 
publicans still hope some day to kill it. 

This, of course, is bad news for the 
NEA's beneficiaries. Among them is 
the Metropolitan Opera in New York, 
which this year received a sharply re- 
duced grant of $350,000, barely 
enough to satisfy the cost of a single 
star soprano in one winter production. 

The Met. however, is not quaking 
(and the Republicans know it). It, tike 
so many other cultural institution^, is 
used to getting only dribbles of mon- 
ey from the public purse. More im- 
portant to it by leagues is the money it 
can squeeze from Itindly patrons, rang- 
ing from rich individuals and businesses. 

And in that regard, the position 
these days could hardly be rosier. The 
economy is booming across the coun- 
try and, more particular to New York, 
the wealth of many is being exponen- 
tially boosted by the bull run on Wall 
Street The Met and several other New 
York artistic centres, from the Met- 
ropolitan Museum of Art to the city 
library, are reporting record takings. 

Donations from individuals has 
always been critical to the Opera. In- 
deed, its foundation in 1885 is cred- 
ited to a certain August Belmont a Jew 
who decided to build his own opera 
house after being denied a box at what 
was then New York’s main opera 
venue, the Academy of Music. 

Diana Beattie, a leading society 
fund raiser in the city today, underlines 
the boon that the Wtii Street rush 
brings to the Opera and other insti- 
tutions. “The ripples from Wall Street 
just can’t be overestimated,” she said. 

Arlene Schuler, director of devel- 
opment at the Lincoln Center where die 
Metropolitan Opera is housed, said: 
“Everyone is riding the wave of tbe econ- 
omy. The Metropolitan Opera, JiriUiard, 
tbe City Ballet have all just launched or 
axe about to launch capital campaigns. 
We all want to take advantage of this 
opportunity while it’s here.” 

And then there is the revenue 
that the Opera can generate for itself, 
through ticket sales but also through 
merchandise sales in shops and 
through its publications departments. 

Recent statistics show opera gain- 
ing in popularity in most urban cen- 
tres of America, with fens increasingly 
willing to shell out huge s ums to buy 
seals for entire seasons. Even with sin- 
gle seats going for $150 a pop, tbe Met- 
ropolitan Opera is a regular sell-ouL 
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If you knew how much 
you’re being overcharged 

for life cover 

the shock could kill you. 


If you took out mortgage protection life cover or fixed term life cover a while ago either to 
protect your mortgage or your family’s lifestyle you could be paying well over the odds today. 

But now that Direct Line provides mortgage protection and fixed term life cover, you 
don’t have to pay through the nose anymore. In fact, in only ten minutes, you could be enjoying 
the same protection you enjoy now, for a much smaller monthly cost* 

All it takes is one call. No sales visits, no pressure, no 
jargoii - we’ll even fill in the forms for you to sign. 

. If you want life cover at a price that won’t shock you, 
call Direct Line today. 




0845 3000 233 PLEASEQUOTE 


REF. LINDQ8 


DIRECT LINE 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 2pm Saturday. 
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Poll leaves Bosnian Serbs 
on edge of deep divide 


Bosnian Serbs start voting today 
in parliamentary elections that 
may result in their territory being 
split into two. Mhojs Tanner says 
the results threaten to plunge the 
former Yugoslav republic back 
into turmoil. 


Forayear-and-a-hait (he Bosnian Serb for- 
mer leader, Radovan Karadzic, has been 
locked in a battle for supremacy with his 
one-time ally, Biljana Plavsic. The quarrel 
revolves over whether the Serbs should 
co-operate with the West by carrying out 
the provisions of the American-backed 
peace deal for Bosnia, which was hammered 
out at Daytoo. Ohio, in November 1995. 

This weekend's vote will show which of 
the two factions has carried the day. 

Mrs Plavsic insists that the Serbs have 
no choice now but to co-operate, if they are 
to build upa functioning state in the 49 per 
cent of Bosnia which Dayton awarded them. 

Karadzic remains utterly unreconciled, 
which is not surprising, as the Dayton 
provisions demand the prosecution of war 
criminals, and he himself has been indict- 


ed by the UN War Crimes Trib unal in The 
Hague. Forbidden to st and fo r election by 
the Dayton terms, he remains the real 
master of his Serb Democratic Party. 

The split is geographical, as as 
political. Mrs Plavsic baa her base in 
Banja Luka, capital of Bosnia’s north -wea, 
an area with a pre-war Serbian majority, 
and the home of Bosnian Serb (relative) 
political moderates. Karadzic’s stamping 
ground is the war-ravaged east, governed 
from the old ski resort of Pale. In the towns 
of the east, such as Srebrenica, Muslims 
formed the majority before the war and the 
local Serbs are frantically suspicious that 
any co-operation with the West will mean 
their former Muslim neighbours — those the 
Serb militias didn’t kill — returning bom ** 

Mrs Plavsic claims her approach will 
result in Western loans that will enable the 
Bosnian Serbs* collapsed economy to re- 
cover. She also wants access to Washing- 
ton’s S40Qm “train and equip** programme 
for Bosnia. At the moment, this is supply- 
ing arms exclusively to the Muslrm-Croat 
federation in the other 51 per cent of 
Bosnia, but Mrs Plavsic believes Bosnian 
Serbs can join in, too, if they co-operate. 

If the two rivals triumph in their re- 


spective heartlands, the Bosnian Serb 
sub-state will split into two separate terri- 
tories, with two hostile governments. 

The split & already half-complete. The 
media and police in the east are run by 
Karadzic’s men. In the north-west Nato- 
led peace-keepers handed over the local 
television station and the transmitter to 
Plavsic supporters. It may not have helped 
the moderates in the long term, exposing 
them to nationalist charges of acting as pup- 
pets of the West 

Some observers predict that both Mrs 
Plavsic and Kararixic wiD see their vote 
slump and that the real winner will be the 
Bosnian branch of the VojislavSesdfs Ser- 
bian Radical party. 

This more or less openly fascist organ- 
isation promises hard work, ethnic purity 
and the union of all Serbs - whether die 
West likes it or not - in one big Serb state. 

If either Seselj or Karadzic do well in 
the election, it will throw Western efforts 
to get the two Bosnian entities working 
together into a tail spin. For Seselj, Bosnia 
is amply a launching pad for greater 
things. His goal is to use Bosnia asa spring- 
board to overthrow President Slobodan 
Milosevic in Serbia proper. 
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Grief^stricken relatives of five fflegai Albanian immigrants after recognising the bodies of family n ^"’^^‘ AFp 
Brindisi who drowned trying to reach the Kalian coast • ' " 




SELECTED KITCHEN UNITS 
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Glendale • Sandhurst* Hudson 


Claremont Green* Washington 
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GLENDALE 

Oak doors and drawers 




CLAREMONT GREEN 
Shaker style with pine knobs 
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PLANNING 

FREE 

HOME VISIT 

20 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 

ON UNITS 
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INSTALLATION 
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FREE DELIVERY 





Q/ “And there’s 
/interest Free Credit on 
/O 34 other kitchens.” 



Up to 2 YEARS INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT is available when 
you spend £1 ,800 or more 
on one of 34 other kitchens 
in our range. Your 
purchase can include 
accessories, worktops, 
sinks, taps, appliances and 
installation casts. 


EXAMPLE REPAYMENT TABLE 
PURCHASE PRICE A.600 


20% MINIMUM DEPOSIT OF~, £360 

LOAN VALUE £1,440 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE (0%APR) . £1,800 

PURCHASE PWCE CREDIT PERIOD 

£1,800 -£2,399.99 18 months 

£2/00 or more 24 months 
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Call to halt 
Papon trial 


The chief lawyer of the ac- 
cused French Nazi collaborator 
Maurice Papon said the trial of 
his elderly client for crimes 
against humanity should be 
called off if he continued to suf- 
fer health problems. 

“If there are more interrup- 
tions, the trial should be 
stopped,” Jean-Marc Varaut 
told the newspaper Sud-Ouest 
in comments published yester- 
day. 

Alter a string of delays over 
Japan’s frail health, the trial was 
suspended on Monday for 10 
days after he was taken to hos- 
pital with doable pneumonia. 

'Francis VuHtemm, another 
Fhpon lawyer, said his clients 
condition was unchanged since 
he entered hospital. * 

Reuters- Bordeaux 

‘Evil or mad’ 
church crisis 

A crisis setting Swiss Roman 
Catholics against the Vhbcan es- 
calated when a group of priests 
demanded the resignation of a 
bishop branded by opponents as 
either evil or mad. 

The Council of Priests in 
Switzerland's second-biggest 
diocese. Chur, accused their 
bishop, Wolfgang Haas, of split- 
ting the church by his authori- 
tarianism and said be should 
finally stand down or be forced 
to quit by the Pope. 

Martin Kopp, a representa- 
tive of the priests, said Bishop 
Haas bad proved himself to be 
“psychologically incapable” of 
likening to opponents. “At the 
end, people in the room were 
furious. They said to him either 
you are wicked or you are re- 
ally very, very flL,** Kopp said. 
“Personally J believe the latter 
is true.**“Wb have a madman at 
the head of the diocese. And 
he’s wrecking it,** he said in a 
telephone interview. 

AP - Geneva 

UK and Spain 
split on Rock 

Britain and Spain foiled to ease 
disputes over Gibraltar which 
threaten Spanish plans for an 
enhanced military role in Nato. 

The Spanish Foreign Minis- 
ter, Abel Matutes, proposed a 
resolution by suggesting the 
two nations share sovereignty of 
Gibraltar’s air and sea ports but 
the Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook, ruled out any solution 
that would undermine Gibral- 
tar's status as a British 
territory. — AP, Luxembourg 

Seven killed In 
gun rampage 

Seven people were killed Mien 
a 36-year-old man ran amok 
with a pistol in the Austrian 
province of Salzburg. He shot 
dead six people, including a 
three-year-old girl before killing 
himself when police caught up 
with him. The deputy mayor of 
Mautemdorf, a village 100km 
from Salzburg city, also died af- 
ter trying to mediate 

Reuters, Vienna 


Russian reshuffle 
brings ‘stability* 


Viktor Chernomyrdin, the 
Russian P rime Minister, said 
yesterday his government was 
more stable than ever after a 
- reshuffle that clipped the wings 
of leading young reformers. 

But his liberal first deputy, 
Boris Nemtsov, cast doubt on 
Mr Chernomyrdin's optimism, 
saying the shake-up was the re- 
sult of deep-rooted divisions 
over economic reform among 
Kremlin power brokers . 

“Russia has entered a new 
stage of political maturity,” In- 
terfax news agency quoted Mr 
Chernomyrdin as saying. “The 
state is getting stronger' dnd its 1 
role is growing in every Sphere^ 
especially in the economy.” 


The other first deputy prime 
minister, economic reform chief 
Anatoly Chubais, forecast a 
tough tim e for the man named 
to replace him as finan ce min- 
ister, particularly if world fi- 
nancial markets remain volatile. 

President Boris Yeltsin re- 
lieved Mr Chubais, 42, and Mr 
Nemtsov, 38, of the finance and 
energy portfolios respectively 
following uproar over money 
Mr Chubais admitted taking in 
return for writing a book. 

Russian newspapers be- 
lieved that Mr Chernomyrdin, 
59, in office for five years, had 
emerged 'dje/wimier from the 
shake-up on Thursday. 

■ —Rewtersi Moscow 
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Christ film prompts protest 

A planned Friday television broadcast of Martin Scorsese’s 
Last Temptation of Christ was postponed yesterday after 
protests by Hungary’s Catholic and Protestant leaders. 

Carlo Rocko, spokesman for Hungary’s new commercial 
channel did not say when, or if, a later broadcast date was 
planned. It was the second time that church leaders bad in- 
tervened to prevent a broadcast - a planned showing by state 
television in 1994 was cancelled after their objections. 

— AfJ Budapest 


Bulgaria in Crisis 

Appeal to Inch-pendent Readers 


LEFT TO FREEZE 
Yordan. IV, already 
malnourished could die 
from cold and hunger 
this winter unless aid 
reaches him now. With 
lemparatures 
plummeting to -I5°C 
Vardan's scant clothing 
and no shoes ofier him 
tittle protection from the 
bitter cold and there is 
no money to heat his 
orphanage. There are 
37,000 places in 
Bulgaria's orphanages. 


No Money To Feed The Children : 
No Money To Heat The Orphanages 

Bulgaria is a country in the midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Unless urgent help is sent, thousands of children will 
suffer terribly this winter. 

There is little money to beat the orphanages. 
Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local 
villages and rarely know where the next meal is coming 
from. In some areas children, like Yordan, are going hungry 
and die cold could prove fetal for many children this winter. 
Without aid this could be catastrophic for Bulgaria’s 
orphanage children. 

The European Children’s Trust, sister 'charity of The 
Romanian Orphanage Trust, is ready to distribute emergency 
food packs, clothes and fuel to die orphanages in most need- 

%or gift today will save lives and bring hopfe 




Pk-nsc send whatever you can lit help children 
sm'vj\ e flic- viinkr nr call 01273 200300 \()\\ 


The European Children’s TVost. Or debit my Aocew/VtoaCAFiaafr 

“ °° ' Expiry dat e 

Signature rv*. 


Telephone qo. ' - 1 
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Appeal Tbr European Children's Tras, FREEPOST ‘ ’■ V* ' 
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Tories in turmoil as ‘No home Malone’ fails 


■ The Conservative crisis bounced 
from bad to worse yesterday 
wften Michael Heseltine attacked 
his.party leader's judgement. 
Anthony Bevins , Political Editor, 
reports on two by-elections and a 
banishment. 

JjTfte Winchester by-election, there was 

o« so ipncfa a landsUtle as an avalanche. 

witii the Liberal Democrats achieving a sen- 
saitona] 21,000 majority; while overia mie- 
blue Beckenham, there was a further 
from the Tbries to Labour, reducing 
aeconservauve majority to little more than 
1,000 votes. 

But the continuing problems of the Con- 
servative Party were then exacerbated 
when the fonuer deputy prime minister fell 

provoked into delivering a withering pub- 
lic rebuke for Mr Hague. 

.Yesterday morning, the Conservative 
leadership unexpectedly withdrew the 
Commons whip from the rebellious Peter 
Temple-Morris, the MP for Leominster, 
who was provoked into resigning from the 
parly. He had previously said he was not 
defecting to Labour, but would stay and 
fight the European comer within his own 
parly. 

Commenting on the disciplinary action 
— one step short of expulsion — a leader- 
ship spokesman said that officials were not 
going to put up with Mr Temple-Morris’s 
continuing disloyalty, following his 
announcement that he could not stand as 
a Conservative, against the single curren- 
cy, at the next election. 

Mr Heseltine told ITN news: “I think 
it’s an unwise and unnecessary decision _ 
be represents a stream of opinion within 
the Conservative Party that we should seek 
to encourage, not to divorce.” 

A senior Labour source said Mr Hague 
was “bonkers", but the Tory leader was 
unmoved. “Ttn not leading the Conserva- 
tive Party by trying to please everybody,” 
Mr Hague said, “but I do expect people to 
have a dear commitment to the Conserv- 
ative Party. 

“Michael Heseltine always expected that 
of everybody when he was the deputy prime 
minister. I expect it now I'm the leader of 
the parly.” 

That blunt repudiation of Mr Heseltine 
will dismay the pro-European wing of the 
Conservative Party. In a speech in Brighton 
last night Lord Renton, a former chief 
whip, said it was his worst nightmare to 
think that there were no Tory MPs in 
Brighton or Hove, and a 21,000-vote Lib- 
eral Democrat majority in Winchester was 
a total impossibility. 

“The simple message is that a hard anti- 
European line is not working and does not 
deserve to work for the Tories," he said. 



Party pofitics: Screaming Lord Stitch shouts into the ear of Gerry Malone, losing Tory cantfidate m tfie Winchester by- el ection 


Photograph: Rew Macdiarmfd 


Mr Tfemple-Morris later trumped his 
leadership tty announcing that he would sit 
as a One Nation Conservative - on the 
Labour benches of the House - but a 
Labour spokesman said: “He will be more 
than welcome sitting on our benches and 
he would be welcomed If he dedded at a 
later date to go the whole way." That is a 
distinct possibility. 

William HQL, the bookmaker, followed 
up the by-election results with an even-mon- 
ey chance that Mr Hague would be replaced 
as party leader before the next election. 

Mr Hague's reaction to the by -election 
results was to say that the party had won 
one and lost one. “It is going to take lime 
to rebuild our fortunes,” he said. 

The Prime Minister, in Luxembourg for 
the jobs summit yesterday, said: '‘Here they 


are as the Opposition party and they are 
losing Winchester by an even larger 
amount, and they have got a cut majority 
in Beckenham, which was one of their safest 
seats.” 

But the night and day belonged to Mark 
Oaten, whose initial two-vote win in Win- 
chester last May had been challenged by 
former MP Gerry Malone - yesterday he 
achieved the biggest Liberal Democrat 
majority in the Commons. Mr Malone has 
lost so many by-elections that he is known 
at Westminster as “No home Malone”. 

Paddy Ashdown said: “May J was not 
a high-water mark for us and, in convert- 
ing Winchester, which, has been historically 
a safe Conservative seat, to one with such 
a substantia] majority, there realty arc no 
glass ceOings for the Liberal Democrats. 


BY-ELECTION RESULTS 


WINCHESTER 

LD win. Mark Oaten (LD) 37,006 (68.05%. 
+25.99$) Gerry Malone (Q 15.450 (28.41% - 
13.65%) Patrick Darios (Lab) 944 (1.71% - 
8.78%) Robin Page (Referendum/UK 
Independence Alliance) 521 (0.96%) Lord David 
Stitch (Monster Raving Loony Parly) 316 (058% 
+0.09%) Richard Huggett (Literal Democrat 
Mark Here To Win) 59 (QJI%) Ms Rosemary 
Barry (Natural Law Party) 48 (009%) Roger 
Everest (Euro Conservative) 40 (007%) 

LD maj 21 .556 (39.64%) 19.82% swmg Cto ID 
Electorate 79,116; Turnout 54.384 (68.74% - 
9.92%) 


BECKENHAM 

C hold. Mrs Jacqui Lak (Q 13.162 (4125%. - 
1.22%) Bob Hughes (Lab) 11.935 (37.40%. 
+4.04%) Ms Rosemary VetterieJn (LD) 5,864 
(1838%, +024%) Philip Rhnmer (Libera/) 330 
(100% -029%) John McAuley (National front) 
"267 (0.84% +0.13%) Leonard Mead (New 
Britain 'Referendum) 237 (0.74%) Terence 
Campion (Social Foundation Party) £0 (022%) 
John Smafl (Natural Law Party) 44 (0.14%) 

C maj I2Z7 (3215%) 263% swing Cto Lab 
Electorate 73.228; Turnout 31.908 (43.57% - 
31X18%) 


MP puts up 

defences 
over women 


forget GI Jane - Desmond Swayne, Con- 
servative MP for New Forest West and 
a Territorial Army Major with the Vfcr- 

wickshire and Worcester Squadron of the 

Royal Mercian and Lancastrian Yeo- 
manry, will not hear of women at war. 
Fixing lunch, perhaps, but not bayonets. 

Mr Swayne intervened in a Commons 
defence debate some weeks ago, and, in 
a late-night aside, he put bis strong views 
about women in the armed forces. 

Those remarks yesterday formed the 
heart of a Commons motion signed by 
14 Labour MPs, condemning and disso- 
ciating themselves ‘‘from the utterly and 
shameful use of a quotation of St Bernard 
of Qairvaur" used by Mr Swayne. 

The motion said Mr Swayne had 
used the following quote: “To be always 
with a woman and not to have intercourse 
with her is more difficult than to raise the 
dead.” It then accused him of adding to 
his “reprehensible” conduct by remark- 
ing: “As one is not capable of the latter, 
one is certainly not capable of the former.” 

Mr Swayne yesterday protested that 
a bunch of “fanatical zealots" had mis- 
understood his “light-hearted allusion". 

He told The Independent that he had 
actually been telling George Robertson, 
Secretary of State for Defence, that he 
had not gone far enough in opening up 
opportunities for women in the forces. 

“I gave the example of my own 
squadron headquarters,” he said, “where 
1 rely on the services of two female high 
frequency radio operators, who ... would 
be prevented from serving with us [in ac- 
tion], and that has not changed as a re- 
sult of the Secretary of State's statement, 
and that was regrettable.” However, he 
added, Mr Robertson was right in one 
respect- “The thought of a woman fixing 
a bayonet and dosing with the enemy 1 
don't believe is operationally sustainable 
and frankly is wholly repugnant” 

As for St Bernard, Mr Swayne said ini- 
tially that he had not delivered the quote. 
He then accepted that he had said it -in 
a light-hearted tone. Mr Swayne said he 
had been woken up by the Doily Mail this 
week, asking for a comment on a Ministry 
of Defence announcement that it paid £58m 
compensation to servicewomen who had 
become pregnant and had been dismissed. 
“Good grief," he told The Independent, 
“perhaps St Bernard W3S right after all". 

-Anthony Bevins 


Blair welcomes measures to make 
Europe’s jobless more employable 


European leaders ended their 
special summit on the jobs cri- 
sis last night after signing up to 
a modest package of measures 
aimed at making workers more 
“employable”. 

Agreement on the package, 
which sceptics doubt will radi- 
cally or immediately alter the 
plight of Europe’s 18 million 
unemployed, was seized on by 
, the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, 
to enhance his claim that 
Britain is leading in Europe. 

The outcome he said “signals 
a new direction for Europe 
The focus was now on “people’s 
priorities”, on the nee d fo r 
■ drills training, and on reform- 
ing the economic environment 
to allow businesses to hire more 
workers. 

“We are moving away from 
. the idea that you can pass laws 
to create jobs” he said. 


well short of any endorsement 
of British-style labour market 
flexibility. Heads of govern- 
ment committed themselves to 
new employment action plans 
which will be assessed collec- 
tively on an annual basis under 
a new “name-and-shame" style 
procedure. 

The first results will be vet- 
ted when the 15 leaders meet 
in Cardiff next June, under the 
British presidency of the Eu- 
ropean Union. But the strate- 
gies for attaining a series of 
broad objectives will remain 
■ strictly in national bands. 

Most leaders are stffl deqrfy 
sceptical about embracing the 
American or British model, 
which they claim has exacer- 
bated inequalities and created 
milli ons of part-time and low- 
paid jobs. 

Mr Blair nevertheless 
claimed strong hacking on the 


need for reform of the inflexi- 
ble European social model from 
the Danes, the Dutch, the Ital- 
ians, the Luxembourgers and 
tiie Spanish. And it was dear 
that a majority also rejected the 
left-wing French government's 
demands for interventionism 
and centrally planned targets. 

Britain, the Prime Minister 
said, would use its EU presi- 
dency to intensity the push for 
a “middle way”. This be paid 
rejected wholesale deregula- 
tion but also rejected the 
interventionism and corpo- 
ratism associated with what he 
called “the old left”. 

The employment package 
enshrines a pledge to increase 
training opportunities to tack- 
le youth and long-term unem- 
ploymcnL Only about 10 per 
cent of the unemployed are cur- 
rently in training and the lead- 
ers agreed that the objective 


should be to increase this, not 
to the 25 per cent sought by the 
French and the European Com- 
mission, but to a less ambitious 
target of 20 per cent. 

They agreed that every un- 
employed young person should 
be offered a new start within six 
months of being on the dole, in 
the form of training or work ex- 
perience, but jettisoned pro- 
posals that this would have to 
be done within five years. 

Spain, where 42 per cent of 
under-25s are unemployed, 
protested that it could not 
realistically deliver this target so 
the deadline was dropped from 
the final conclusions. 

Backing was also written 
into the agreement for a Euro- 
pean Commission plan to 
reduce VAT on labour-intensive 
industries. 

— Kot/ierine Butler 
Luxembourg 


Labour rejects benefit cut claims 


Labour’s commitment to 
fewness and opportunity 
for the disabled was 
repeated yesterday »n 
the face of speculation 
about swingeing cuts in 
benefits. With scare 
stories being put about, 
Anthony Bevins reports on 
the welfare reform 
battlefield* 

A report thalDisabiJjwI^ 

ADowance.curren^r^^^ 

about 1.8 million 

pie, might be switched 10 
councils to finance 
care - aspanol'^^P 
make savings on the e** 
ability benefits 1*3 

rejected by a senior govermnen 

source last night ^ 

But with the enwe^ e r 

programme currently 


review, minis ters are reluctant 
to play the game of responding 
to speculative scares. 

Bui Alistair Darting, Chief 

Secretary to the Treasupr and 
the Government's spending ax- 
eman, told BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme: “The con- 
dition of this review will not be 
published until the middle of 
next year and it wfll be entire- 




our principles of fairness and 
opportunity.” 

He confirmed that Harriet 
Harman, Secretary of State for 
Social Security, and Rank Dob- 
son, Secretary of State for 
Health, had been in contact with 
disability groups over the past 
few weeks. 

“My. colleagues have been 
exploring how we can use the 
New Deal to get people into 

work," Mr Darling said. 

' “Tt is quite dear that people 


supported us because we were 
prepared to review government 
spending right across the board 
and to ensure that we can get 
the priorities people want” 
He added: “This govern- 
ment’s priority is to get as many 
people off benefits and into 
work, so they can create op- 
portunities for themselves arid 
their families and that is what 
we are determined to do” 
Fred Heddefl, the chief 
executive of Mencap, said: “We 
are well aware that the Gov- 
ernment is thinking the un- 
thinkable and we have taken the 

lead in helping them to identi- 
ty the implications of ‘possible’ 
changes. 

“The reality is that disabled 
people have low incomes and 
high expenses. 

“Ministers know this and 
we think ft unlikely that this gpv- 
ermnent will want to destroy 
what its predecessors created. 

• "t. 


The facts are against them and 
the public will be against them. 

“R>r a severely disabled per- 
son not in employment total 
benefit levels are a small frac- 
tion of the earnings that the 
non-disabled worker takes for 
granted. T bring disability is tax- 
ing property." 

lain Duncan Smith, the Con- 
servatives' social security 
spokesman, said: “The new tax 
on the most vnberabJe in soci- 
ety would not only break 
Labour's pledge not to levy 
new taxes, but confirm that 
new Labour says one thing and 
does another." 

For the liberal Democrats, 
Paul Burstow, the MP for Sut- 
ton and Gieam, said: “Dis- 
abled people are already 
alarmed and the Government 
must come to the House and set 
out their intentions. They can- 
not hide behind a blizzard of 
reviews.” 
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Ambitious, anxious, cynical, frustrated. 

Now our readers pass verdict on their generation 


Many readers have 
responded to our Young 
Britain series. Some are 
concerned about a 
future dominated by 
careers, while others 
think that although they 
work hard they can play 
hard too. Here are some 
of their thoughts. 

Work 

I am 22 and work in a busy dry 
centre hotel in Birmingham 
whilst my wife attends univer- 
sity as a post-graduate student 
of archaeology and despite the 
fact that we both work ex- 
tremely hard we are stlD able to 
and understand the need to re- 
lax, or to use a “yoofemism", 
chill out. 

It seems that my generation 
is able to combine this with busy 
work lives more effectively and 
perhaps more productively than 
any of our predecessors. 

Ben Westwood 
West Midlands 

PS: 1 think your cannabis cam- 
paign is the best thing since 
king-size Rizla. 

As 1 spent the thirdycar of ary 
four-year modem languages 
course abroad many' of my 
friends have graduated and are 
out there in the “real world". 
When I returned I was amazed 
Lo find how many creative, 
artistic people with first-class 
degrees from the country’s sup- 
posedly lop university (Cam- 
bridge) were now working 
ridiculous hours for ridiculous 
money in the City. 

They included the kind of 
people who considered them- 
selves vaguely trendy and 
alternative and were still 
wearing the nose rings and 
ethnic jumpers from their gap 
year well into the second year. 

Every week karnty, letter- 
boxes and noticeboards all 
round the university are filled 
with information on recruit- 
ment for banking, corporate 
finance, marketing and man- 
agement consultancy. These 
are, apparently, the aidy options 
if you want a “career" these 
days. 

1 am just a little concerned 
to know where my generation’s 
voices or leaders are going to 
appear from. As your survey 
seems to be revealing, my gen- 
eration is one that craves, above 
all, stability, conformity and 
financial reward. 

Does nobody grow up want- 
ing to save the world anymore? 
Eleanor Wtson, 22 
Gonville & Cams College 
Cambridge 

One of the most recent and 
striking differences of the day, 
in contrast to 10 yeais ago, is the 
“work experience" ethic. 

To land even an interview at 
any of the blue-chip graduate 
training schemes, a thorough 
work experience programme 
has to be illustrated. 

This is all very well but one 
has to be extremely lucky at J 8 
years of age to know what di- 
rection you want a career. 

1 also understand the logic 
of companies demanding work 
experience but a student has to 
be very fortunate to actually 
gfean something from the place- 
ment rather than gain a 
sparkling aptitude for photo- 
copying. 

Zoe Woodson. 23 

Hendon 

London 


Stress 

To reach demanding goals, 
young people now have to give 
more and increase the pace of 
their lives. According to these 
demands, this generation is dis- 
ciplined and hard-working but 
not without it share of flair, fan 
and frivolity- Although, per- 
haps unlike other generations, 
they are awake to the fart that 
these need to be juggled with se- 
rious purposes. 

In a world of intense com- 
petition, what has arisen is not 
just a “can do" generation but 
a “must do" and “need to do" 
generation, as teenagers r ecog - 
nise the necessity of working 
now to gain security and stability 
in the future. However, 
academic grades are no longer 
a guarantee of university places 
or job opportunities. Employ- 



A halfway house between America and Europe 


Sensible, hardworking, decent, tolerant, in- 
terested in families and lifestyle rather than 
politics and world affairs - it has been an 
attractive and encouraging portrait of 
Britain's youth which has been examined 
in the newspaper over the past week. But 
how well will this generation - to judge by 
the altitudes it seems to hold - be fitted 
to the changes which will take place in the 
world during the next quarter century? 

Try some tests. Let's lump the forces for 
change that will affect this country into five 
groups - demography, the environment, 
globalism, technology, andgovemment/so- 
ciety - and see how prepared the next gen- 
eration is for change. 

Start with demography, for the ageing 
of all developed countries will be one of 
the most pervasive forces driving change. 
Britain happens to be ageing rather more 
slowly than countries in continental Europe, 
in the sense that the proportion of over 65s 
will grow more slowly than elsewhere. But 
the fact remains that a smaller generation 
of people of working age will have to sup- 
port a larger number of pensioner. So there 
will be great pressure on the present gen- 
eration of young people to be in work all 
their lives, save for their own retirement, 
and almost certainty retire later. 

Looking at the responses of the survey, 
it looks as though this message has already 
struck home. Many young people are al- 
ready in some kind of part-time work while 
they cany on their studies, adopting the US 
model of the labour market rather than tbe 
Continental one. One of our headlines dur- 
ing tbe week suggested that it was “All work 
and no play in the stressful Nineties". De- 


mographic forces alone will see to it that 
this generation will be kept bard at work 
- but at least it seems prepared for this. 

The next 25 years will certainty see ris- 
ing concern about the damage that we are 
doing to tbe environment. Here there seems 
to be a gap between what they say and what 
they do -a trait not unique to the young. 
The young talk pale green, but only pale: 
Swampy is not a hero. One of tbe most strik- 
ing features was the love of the young for 
the car and in particular the freedom it 
brought. If the successor to the internal 
combustion engine comes along in the next 


comfortable with technology, for this is the 
generation which is witnessing a sudden 
leap forward in tbe electronic technologies 
- technologies which will transform the 
workplace over the next generation. They 
own a lot of electronic kit, fora start: CD 
players, home computers and the like. They 
also recognise one of the key changes that 
technology is likely to bring, more people 
working from home. There was little or no 
fear of the ways in which technology might 
be malign. 

Finally government and society. Here 
it is much harder to be certain about the 
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couple of decades, the young wiD doubt- 
less welcome it But they will still want to 
travel in cars and planes. 

Globalism seems to be taken as a 
given: a process which is inevitable and 
should be welcomed in its many forms. Na- 
tionalism, certainty in its more aggressive 
forms, seems on the wane. The young have 
no truck with racism, accepting that one 
aspect of globalism means people working 
in different countries. As for the impact of 
globalism on jobs, tbe young seem to ac- 
cept that international competition will 
mean that jobs will inevitably be less secure. 
But their response is to try to increase their 
skills and be flexible about changing jobs, 
rather than think that globalism should be 
reversed. 

Technology: unsurprisingly the young are 


nature of change. We can be sure of de- 
mographic change, of rising environmen- 
tal concerns and so on. But what happens 
to government and to society is not only 
less dear, it crucially depends on the atti- 
tudes of the next generation of voters, like 
the young who answer these surveys. 

As far as attitudes to government go, 
there is a dear demand that more atten- 
tion should be paid to education and tbe 
health service. This can either be inter- 
preted as support for policies of the lib- 
eral Democrats, the only party which said 
it would raise tax at the last election, or that 
tbe young show tbe same pattern as then- 
parents, saying they want more money 
spent, but not more tax to fund it 

Thus when asked how the government 
should raise additional money tbe top four 


answers were the lottery, taxing high 
earners, raising taxes on business and sell- 
ing off public services. Less than a quar- 
ter wanted a rise in income tax, and only 
13 per cent a rise in VAI One disap- 
pointment that the young may have to face 
is that they will have to pay higher taxa- 
tion even to support the level of services 
they at present experience, and which they 
don’t think are good enough. 

But maybe there will be other big 
changes in sodety which reduce the bur- 
den on the Welfare State. One of the most 
interesting responses was the extent to 
which the young value family life. Most want 
to get married, though they are not judg- 
mental towards people who do not, such 
as single parents (though many think it 
should be made harder to get divorced). 
Top worry is unemployment, but that is 
dosety followed by drugs and crime. The 
young want families; they want order. But 
they want it without the strong moral over- 
tones evident in the US - though two-thirds 
think of themselves as Christian. 

To generalise, it is as though our young 
have become American in their economic 
attitudes (get a job, work hard and enjoy 
spending the rewards) but European in 
tbeir social attitudes (accept a big role for 
government, and be generally liberal in their 
attitudes to others). And maybe that is 
where these people will take the country, 
to a half-way place between America and 
continental Europe, reflecting some fea- 
tures of each society but being different 
from either. It is not a bad model, and cer- 
tainty makes for an intending Britain a gen- 
eration hence. 


ere and universities are seeking 

qualifications, experience, extra- 
curricular interests and enthu- 
siasm. They want it alL The 
young need to co-ordinate all 
these elements to make them- 
selves into marketable products. 
In short, to succeed today you 
need it all and more. 

Frankie White law, 18 
Kent 

If I was to sum up my years in 
education into one word, it 
would have to be: anxiousness. 

I was anxious as a kid in pri- 
mary school to pass into the year 
above. I was anxious as a 
teenager to choose and pass mgr 
GSCEs with flying colours, L was 
anxious to pass my A-levels 
and be accepted in the univer- 
sity of my choice, I am anxious 
about getting a good degree 
and, finding the ultimate job I 
have spent my anrious early life 
studying and enduring tedious 
job experiences. And I am anx- 
ious because I may not live up 
to my high expectations. 
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the fart that I truly feel that the 
pressure is on and that my time 
has to be directed at securing 
ray future. The teal world is 
harsh. I’ve heard it said every- 
where, the problem is, Fm not 
sure if 1 am ready to face iL 
Karen Ishak, 21 
London 


Women 

Having just read “The future, 
focused, flexible and female" in 
the Indy 1 have to say that I find 
the smugness and arrogance of 
the women featured is breath- 
taking. 

How can Nina Dye Sharp so 
conveniently dismiss all men 
with such massive generalisa- 
tions? And it’s worth pointing 
out that many of us straight men 
can thrive on our own without 
the opposite sex. IfaUdng of 
sex, why does Sarah Cox onty 
see it as being about having 
loads of partners, being as “de- 
manding as men", and formu- 
lating strategy on the basis of 
.what she can get out of it ? 
Sounds remorselessly, oppres- 
sively extrovert and pretty love- 
less tome. 

Can’t die see die’s living a 
life totally in hock to what’s 
“cool and hip" and that she’s ac- 
tually a siaveto the current fash- 
ion and the need to be popular. 

As for Robin Banks, who en- 
joys a joke at his gender’s ex- 
pense, echoing the popular 
“men behaving badty" angle 
endlessly proposed in the 
media - he’s sold oul But 
maybe his attitude is the onty 
sane one - you gotta laugh, or 

all you can do is ay. 

Ben Matthews 
Evesham 


Education 

A load of young people are mis- 
informed at school that to get 
ahead in life they must have a 
degree. Once they do, the world 
will be their oyster. Education, 
education, education has got me 
ajob as a receptionist. Why? be- 
canse I chose an arts degree. No 
one in the business world wants 
to know, yet school and uni- 
versity misinformed me that it 
didn’t matter what degree 1 did, 
tbe fact that I could do one 
would be enough. And I'm not 


wasted three years of my life. 
The number of students pour- 
ing out of universities every year 
with non-vocational arts 
degrees terrifies and saddens 
me - 1 see them as wasted lives. 
1 hope 1 can persuade some to 
think ag ain. 

CG 

Name and address withheld 

As someone who was a teenag- 
er m the supposedly halcyon 60S, 
I have to say that I simply don’t 
recognise the blase approach to 
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alone - 1 know plenty of others 
who did non-vocational de- 
grees who are in the same 
predicament as me. 

1 am so angry and so disil- 
lusioned. When I called some 
graduate agencies to change my 
job recently, they rudely 
informed me that 1 had just 


employment attributed to my 
generation. Certainty it was eas- 
ier to find employment after 
completing a degree course - 
but, then, it was much harder to 
get on to a degree course in the 
first place. Only the top hand- 
ful of the state grammar school 
I attended ever aspired to uni- 
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versity entrance. The pressure 
to get good grades, for those 
who did aspire, was always in- 
tense - beginning at primary 
school as one faced up to the 11- 
plus. T remember only too well 
the “bribes” handed out by 
some parents to their children 
in the hope thal they would pass 
this all-important exam, and tbe 
tears when some of them - the 
majority - didn’t Then, as now, 
some children cracked under 
the pressure. Many more 
learned at a pitifully early age 
not to aspire to any form of 
higher education or any kind of 
“good job" at alL 

So, please, balance up the 
findings. An honest appraisal of 
history might actually indicate 
that, in terms of opportunities, 
today’s generation have never 
had it so good. 

Janet Rider (Mrs) 

Haywards Heath 


Environment 

The car is the perfect vehicle for 
a generation lest in the cultur- 
al milieu of jab insecurity, alien- 
ating work and vety little 
influence over society . Car is alL 
It is a bobby, a craft, with a great 
deal of work satisfaction, and it 
is tbe home from home in 
which we socialise away from 
discerning observation and 
through the combination of 


f r . 


of public transport We have a- 
dozen energy-efficient. 

bulbs and also saver plugs on 
onr fridge and freezer. We ac- 
tively try and cut down our 
waste when' shopping and buy 

environmentally sound washing 

powder and washing np liquid. 

Gad! you're crying, I bet 
this eco-saint -drives though, • 
doesn't he? Well, no, actually. 
At 17 1 chose not to learn to dri- . 

ve on environmental grounds. 

It is very sad that the ma- 
jority of ycrni^ people are com- 
mitting the crime of apathy. We 
will have oar entire lives dom- 
inated by environmental issues 
- and the devastating conse- 
quences of our current lack of ' 
interest. If this is the attitude 
of young Britain — a shallow, 
materialistic, selfish and char- 
acterless monoculture, then 
God help us. 

DAVID RYAN 
Shrewsbury 

Lifestyle 

lam twenty-one and have been . 
house bound and often bedrid- 
den with severe ME for three 
years. 

2 don’t fed that being an ill 
person is my whole identity 
but my hopes and fears and 
opinions have been affected 
by the position I am in. While 
other young people perhaps 
have jobs at the top of their 
agenda, I have to consider the 
fact that 1 might be reliant 
upon the benefit system for the 
rest of my life. Will I receive 
enough benefit to live on? Will 
I be able to get sheltered hous- 
ing? Who will look after me 
when my parents are no longer 
able to? 

As for as relationships go. I 
do have a boyfriend, but for us 
to be committed in my present 
statewould be expecting a huge 
amount from him. I worry that 
I won’t be able to sustain a re- 
lationship. I’m also aware that 
in the meantime, and possibly 
in the long term, children are 
just not an option. 

I understand that young 
people who are 31 are not in tire 
majority but we do exist We are 
part of the future too. 

Martha Courtier 
London W3 7RF 
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work and home we do become 
adults. 

We have become alienated 
from our environment, both 
social and agricultural. It is an 
incarceration. 

To our credit we are intel- 
ligent enough to bypass 
Swampy, his political naivety 
and Luddite regressiveness 
have onty served as ammunition 
against those of us who would 
like to see industrialisation 
without the unnecessary pfl- 
laging of finite environmental 
resources. 

Yet, we are immature 
enough to revel in self-gratifi- 
cation, to lubricate ourselves in 
short-term rewards, to steal 
ourselves a quids, moment of re- 
lief although we are ultimately 
shagging sodety. Let down, 
cynical, we race through life and 
are now heading for a crash. 
Brendan Montague 
Cricklewood, London NW 

When most people of my age 
couldn’t care less about the 
environment and the future of 
this planet, I do. I am working 
flat out in my area to “Save the 
Planet". 

I have greened our home: we 

recyde glass, paper, cans and 
aluminium fofl from food and 
milk bottle tops. The family has 
drasttcaltycut its car use by in- 
creased walking, cycling and use 


Like a hungry man who finally j 
eats, The Independent gorged it- £ 
self on Britain's youth. They had \ 

their vety own page for one \ 
week. Generalisation, gaps and 
oversimplifications aside, 
Young Britain was at least anod 
to young people. 

But what happens next? f 
Back on the diet of consumer ? 
news I expect Appealing to [ 
salaried, mortgaged individuals l 
which the majority of under-25s t 
are not? 1 

Raekba Persad, 24 
London 

Tomorrow may belong to us, but 
1 don't think 1 want to go there. 

It seems a curious mix of New 
Right morality and the' New 
Labour work ethic. 

We need “Sex, drugs and 
rock’n'roll". If that sounds like 
a clichfi, maybe we need to 
reinvent it. 

But when did it all get so se- 
rious? Why do we want to be- 
come our parents, only worse? 

Ian Corbett, 21 
Runcorn, Cheshire 


Do those survey edbekrag to a 
cult of Liberal Democrats liv- 
ing in a retreat making effigies 
of Paddy Ashdown? I tried to 
spot an individual (remember? 
daring, wild, a littiedaagerous 
- sorry, forgot) amongst your 
ragbag of socially, morally, eco- 
logical , asexualty correct re- 
spondees-But _ oh, no- these 
carefree, rebellious spirits are 

too bu^ planning for the future, 

families and God knows what 
else. Let me ask. When do yon 
think your “Young Briiainees” 
are going to hit the boredom 
threshold? Perhaps they are 
the boredom threshold? I sus- 
pect Mary Whitehouse has 
been filling in qu^tipmiaiies 
and loading the result, .v 
Of course there is. another 
possibility. YOU HAVE BEEN 
DUPED, CONNED. Your sup . i 
vey has shown that Young 
Britain are a bunch pf Kars- , 
They know it They’ve had a 
good of . laugh about ifwhflst - 
popping a pill and getting 
hammered. 

Ed Ftinneli, 24 . V - 
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46 miffion hits. 

Even Pete Sampras ccuddn? cope with that 
But the website for Roland Garros 97 dkl. 
Designed by IBM, the site was 
conceived using scalable technology 
to anticipate massive traffic peaks. 


FACT 


The cost of processing a traditional 
airline ticket is about £5- The cast of 
processing an e-ticket is around 62p. 










With a projected 175 million people 

connected to the Web three years from now, 
customers wifl need travel no further than 
across their living roam Id purchase all kinds 
of goods and services. This year, 55 million 
potential customers .already cap. 

(Source: IDC/UNK) 


Can yon have too many easte rn ers? 
Actually, yes. If your Web site has 
the technology to handle only 4 mfflion 
visitors and 8 million tarn np, yoo 
can lose a lot of potential customers 
forever. Which is why scalability 
is a major Issue. Scalability Is simply 
the ability to let your website grow to 
handle more visitors, more complicated 
services, and intense traffic peaks. 
All IBM servers have ballt-in scalability. 







SAFETY IN CYBERSPACE 


Rnaity, a security standard for Internet 
transactions you can bank on. SET(Secure 
Bectronlc Thansactton") is the standard for 
payment card transactions on the Internet. 
Developed In cooperation with VISA and 
MasterCard, SET Is a watertight protocol 
using digital certificates to authenticate 
every party Involved in every transaction. 

The customer's credit card details are 
encrypted and enclosed in a secure digital 
“fenvelope" which can only be opened by the 
[cai ing credit company. 
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It’s happening all around you. 

Businesses of all shapes and sizes, of every 
description, are becoming e-businesses. 

Electronic businesses. Using the Internet to find 
new customers, doing business in new and better ways. 

A recent survey indicates that more than 80% of 
Europe s retail companies are either running e-business 
projects or plan to do so. 

e-business is the future of commerce. 

Tens of thousands of businesses, maybe including 
yours, are adding www addresses to their regular 
addresses. But what does thi s change? 

It depends. An information-only website, little more 
than a glorified brochure, is hardly going to set your 
sales figures on fire. The serious players are already 
selling stuff over the Internet. Companies love the 
economics of it, customers love the convenience. 

Clearly, e-business is taking off IBM’s role lies in 
helping businesses do it profitably. 

A study by the Meta Group predicts that goods 
purchased on-line worldwide will grow from £6 billion 


for specific customer segments. It can also 
gather valuable and meaningful information from every 
order to form the basis of marketing statistics. The sole 
distributor of Shimano bicycle components in Italy, MIC, 
uses Net. Commerce to link 4,000 retailers and share 
marketing information. 

Who’s milking the e-business cash cow today? 

Travel is the Webs biggest business sector, 
accounting for 50% of all business on the Internet. The 
industry generated $1 billion in revenue last year through 
80,000 travel-themed Web sites. 

But the profit motive is drawing all sectors towards 
e-business solutions; on-line commerce generally offers 
4% higher margins. Consider this: an Internet order 
costs 66% less to process than a phone order, and a 
website can make sales 24 hours a day. Arguably, you 
could bring your prices down while pushing customer 
service standards up. And still make more money. 

IBM is helping thousands of businesses across 
every industry to become successful e-businesses. Here 
are just a few real life examples. 


v rk as well without 


last year to over £120 billion by the millenium. Less 
obvious, but with greater potential, is the market for 
business-to-business e-commerce. PC Week predicts 
that goods purchased on-line by businesses will grow 
from £4.8 billion last year to over £ 198 billion by 2002. 

So where does that leave your business? How can 
you hope to grab your slice of the action? 

It’s time to add {e} to your basin ss. 

On-line consumer shopping is the most obvious 
e-business opportunity. To get there means setting up 
your e-business to handle transactions. Safely. 

(Even cybercustomers need reassurance before 
they’ll send credit card details over the Net.) 

That’s why IBM, working in collaboration with 
VISA and MasterCard helped establish the SET” 
(Secure Electronic Transactions) standard for Internet 
bank card security. It’s also why IBM developed 
NetConnnerce as the world* first merchant server 

based on SET L0. 

NetCommerce allows your company to sell 
products directly from your website. It lets you 
showcase your product line, even tailor presentation 

SST is s registered Irsdemark of visa end MasterCard. 


Case Study 1: French wholesaler Supervox is 
servicing trade customers on the Web. This 
“electronic catalogue” is expected to generate 
annual turnover of £4.8 million. 

Case Study 2: We helped the Swiss Railways 
build one of the first on-line rail ticket sales 
services. Customers can book and safely pay for 
tickets from anywhere. 

Case Study 3: We helped merchants from the 
Principality of Monaco create a cybermall, offering an 
exclusive range of luxury goods to a worldwide market. 
The simple truth is, there are as many possibilities 
with e-business as there are businesses. 

Whatever the task, we’re making e-business work 
for our customers. 

Open 24 hours: www.ibm.com/e-business 

The IBM Web site has plenty of e-business tales to 
tell. And, we trust, plenty of useful insights. 

Take a look, log on often and keep up with the 
latest IBM e-business solutions. Or discuss your 
needs with us on 0800 675 675, quoting EB2. 

The future of your business starts here. 



e-business 


Solutions for a small planet 
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Ptioto&aph: Kalpesli Uahi&a 


Coward wrote a show for her, she’s played Sondheim and 
Albee and Tennessee Williams. Woody Allen gave her a 
cameo in his latest film ... tomorrow she sings in London 


Elaine Stritch, the grand 
old dame of Broadway, 
asks David Benedict : who 
are you calling elderly? 


Elaine Stritch has just arrived in 
London to stay at her beloved 
Savoy Hotel, when; she lived for 
14 years. Greeting her, the ner- 
vous press rep remarks that one 
of the elderly porters still re- 
members her. “Elderh'-T she 
growls, with a look that could 
halt a stampede, before guf- 
fawing with laughter. She's on a 
roL Turning to her producer, her 
unique grouchy voice brimming 
with comic sweetness and 
wicked threat, she rasps: “Next 
time, could you get me a driver 
who’s less than 105 years old?" 

The first part of her journey 
from New York was fine, thank 
you. Travelling by Concorde 
reminds her of gracious living, 
a time when people actually 
dressed to %. Then came the car 
journey. “That driver... Leslie, 
his name was. Do you know 
what he sard to me? He looked 
in the minor and said, *Oh. Miss 
Stritcb... are you still working?’ 
Well! So 1 say to him, ‘Will you 
pull over please, Leslie? Tm 
afraid, with what I’ve got to say 
to you, you shouldn't be driving.’ 
Unbelievable!" 

You had to be there. It’s all 
in the tone. Honing around, 
blissful timing beneath that 
thriHrng baritonal growl, it's a 


performance, and she plays her 
audience like a harp. Which is 
why she’s here. Tomorrow night 
she’s a guest at the 70th birth- 
day party of her old friend, the 
equally gifted performer Bar- 
bara Cook. It will be a quiet af- 
fair just Cook, Strilch, Maria 
Friedman, Tommy Koiberg, 
Michel Legrand, conductor/ 
arranger Wally Harper, the 
Royal Philharmonic and an au- 
dience of 5,000 at the Royal Al- 
bert Hail. There are only two 
words to describe it be there. 

The fast time London heard 
her sing was in 1972, when she 
starred as the beady-eyed lush, 
Joanne, in the original cast of 
Sondheim’s Company. She 
knocked ’em dead mixing pain 
and disdain in “The Ladies 
Who Lunch" and no one has 
been able to erase her reading. 
She got reviews to die for and 
stayed, notching up more raves 
in Small Craft Warning s, Ten- 
nessee Wiliams’ play set in a 
bar- room of broken dreams. 
Her barnstorming performance 
moved critic Peter Ansorge to 
write: “Rarely has the London 
theatre seen a performance of 
such intensity, such whiplash 
drive, such virtuosity , such pure 
theatrical magic.” Not bad for 
someone who made her debut 
in the 1948 revue Angel in the 
Wings introducing the song: 
“Bongo, bongo, boago. I don't 
want to leave the Congo...” 

Having stood by for Ethel 


Merman on Call Me Madam 
(she never went on), she left a 
showstopping role in Pal Joey 
to do the Merman part on 
tour and never looked back. 
When they needed a climactic 
1 1 o’clock number for the re- 
vival of On Your Toes, Richard 
Rodgers gave her his entire 
back catalogue to choose from. 
NoSl Coward caught her in the 
flop musical Goldilocks and 
wrote Sail Away just for her. 

She has made only 1 2 movies 
but wants to do more, having 
just completed Out to Sea with 
former drama-school classmate 
Whiter Matthau. The ex- con- 
vent ghi cracks up at the mere 
mention of her 1956 debut “It 
was one terrible film called The 
Scarlet Hour. Oh, Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph! Some asshole 
asked me what I thought about 
my performance in that and I 
said I thought I looked Ulm I was 
visiting the set And I did! I 
would come in. and there was 
this deep mystery gain’ on with 
Carol Ofamart and she’s siftin' 
by the pool and she’s murdered 
somebody and I don’t even 
know what the fuck is going on, 
and cay line would be ‘Hi!’ " Her 
raucous laughter rings round ihe 
room. “It was like they were on 
a break and I was EG Marshall’s 
friend come to say Tiello’ to 
everybody. It had absolutely 
nothing to do with the plot and 
aQ I did was dtange my costumes 
and gasp. ‘You’re kidding*!” 


She was the only good thing 
in the stodgy, stately 1957 re- 
make ofA Farewell to Arms and 
20 years later she was coolly as- 
tringent as Dirk Bogarde’s mis- 
tress in Providence. Last Friday, 
at the last minute, she stepped 
in to do a cameo in her second 
Woody Allen movie. “It’s a 
very naughty part He said, 
*You wanna do this? You wan- 
na talk dirty? 1 1 said, ‘Lemme see 
it' I was scared to death. I didn't 
know what he was going to send 
me. I said, ‘HI swing naked from 
the chandelier if it’s justified.’ 
Well, on second thoughts, I 
won’t: I’m afraid of heights'.” 

It turned out to be a tough 
assignment. “Now, I can learn 
lines crackeijadc. Four pages in 
one day in addition to costume 
fittings and everything, fine, but 
learning and playing it that fast? 
I got to the set and had Geena 
Davis and Bebe Neuwirth to 
work with and champagne to 
pourand the lines went dean out 
of my head. Woody said to me, 
‘Qaine, if you make a mistake, 
just keep going.’ But 1 can’t If 
1 make a mistake, reality goes out 
the window.” 

That’s what Strilch gives 
you. High-definition reality. In 
last year’s knockout Broadway 
revival of Albee’s.4 DeBcate Bal- 
ance, she played the hard-bitten, 
wisecracking alcoholic sister. 
Stritch has been dry for over 10 
years, but was a major drinker 
in her time, which lent her per- 


formance a shocking emotion- 
al depth beneath a brilliant 
cormc surface. Sbe worked four 
separate laughs on a single fine, 
none of which were cheap gags 
to please an audience. “Come- 
dy timing has to be instinctive,” 
she pronounces; “if it isn’t 
you’re dead. " Her instincts led 
her to paint a hilarious, heart- 
breaking portrait of a woman 
not waving but drowning. 

Stritch is prized as someone 
who can slay and enslave an au- 
dience, but she doesn’t see it that 
way. *Thereh a big difference be- 
tween playing to an audience and 
with an audience ” she says. 
Deftly switchia; the conversation 
away from herself, she tries to 
explain Barbara Cook’s quality. 
“She swaBows an aadienoe. It 
isn’t a matter of dedication. 
When she sings, she belongs en- 
tirety to them. There isn’t ego in 
it, there's a kind of assurance. 
You've gotta hove the guts to 
walk out there, but it’s not ‘Hey, 
get a load of me’. It’s ‘I got this 
song and you gotta understand 
what it means because I just love 
iL’ She has humility on stage.” 

Some of Stritch’s former, 
slightly braised working partners 
might balk at that “humility” 
part - this self-styled feisty 
broad made her student stage 
debut as a tiger - but she could 
be describing herself. That self- 
assurance, which most obvi- 
ously manifests itself through 
humour, is a front She has al- 


ways been scared. “Every di- 
rector worth his salt knows 
that,” she says quietly. She start- 
ed acting to get oat of herself. 
That also explains the drinking. 
“Drinking was about giving me 
the guts to put one foot in 
front of the other, to get out of 
this stale of fear in the first place. 
And Fm a crafty sonofabitch. I [ 
never overshot the runway.” In 5 
50yeac, she has missed only qne \ 
performance. 

That was when Coward 
combined her role with that of 
the lead in Sail Away during the 
Philadelphia try-ouL “I had 
Sunday and Monday to learn 
her part and all her songs. I 
went on and I was terrific. The 
next night I couldn’t talk. Noel 
said to me, ‘You had four 
Heinekens in the Variety Club 
last nigbL Stritchy, that’s why 
you weren’t on.’ Jesus Christ! 

If you don’t deserve four lousy 
Heinekens after that...” 

She mice told Deo Laine she 
couldn’t get over her vocal 
range. “You’ve got 18,000 oc- 
taves. I've got about four notes.’’ 
Laine replied: “But what you do 
with those four notes.” Even on 
disc you can feel that expressive 
quality; live, it’s something else. 
Her ever-present terror turns to 
radiant heat. It’s heavily dis- 
guised, but her truthful vulner- 
ability is what makes audiences 
worship her. 

Elaine Stritch : 8pm tomorrow, 
Royal Albert Hall (0171-589 821 2) 


All for love, and 
nothing for reward 


Frank HcGuinness: 

‘MutabifitJe’ 

Royal National Theatre 
Reviewed by M filter 
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Star of BBC’s Fantasy Football League live on stage talking about everything 
from the Spice Girls to the ways in which people died in the 17th Century, 
with perhaps a tiny hit about football, and a tiny bit about sex. 


OUT ON VIDEO NOW 


Available at HMV, Menzies, WH Smith 
and all other good video retailers 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


BBC Radio - the serial killer 


Tb^ used to play a game on />« 
Sorry, I Haven't a Clue - now 
back on Radio 4, just in time for 
its telegram from the Queen - 
based on the idea that, in order 
to save money, the BBC was haw- 
ing to make cut-price versons of 
the classics: so Kafka's The Cas- 
tle would become The Bungalow. 
Sartre's Nausea would become 
Mild Indigestion, and so on. 

This stopped being funny af- 
ter awhile; partly because most 
jokes on I’m Sorry I Haven't a 
Ciue do step being funny after 
while, partly because truth 
caught up with satire. Once 
upon a time, a decent-sized 
19th-century novel feeing dram- 
atisation on Radio 4 could raped 
at least sue or seven hour-long 
episodes. Lately, though, classic 
serials have shrunk drastically- 
even, annoyingly, to one part. 

So it’s something of a shock 
to find that the new Classic Se- 
rial War and Peace (R4, Sun), 
is getting 10 whole episodes - 
not a lot for one of the genuine 
heavyweights of the Western 
canon, maybe, but after what 
we’ve grown used to, it looks 
positively epic. 

Sadly, it sounds puny. One 


reason is that the adaptors - Mar- 
cy Kahan and Mike Walker - 
have decided to dispense with the 
authorial voice, the omniscient 
narrator who hoists us from one 
scene to another and offers 
comments on the characters. 
Admittedly, the device is often 
over-used in radio serials, as a 
narrative short-cut, or as a get- 
out for the adaptor who can't 
think of a way of dramatising 
some psychological crux. But 
Td rather be fed facts piecemeal 
tty a narrator than have them 
forced into the dialogue like corn 
into a goose. Kahan and Walk- 
er haven't actually found new 
ways of dramatising feelings, 
they’ve just converted slices of au- 
thorial narrative into internal 
monologues, so giving Tolstoy's 
characters an implausible degree 
of insight into themselves. 

It all makes things feel rather 
cramped and inward-looking. So 
does the score, with its pooiiing 
martial trumpets and bla tantly 
synthesised strings, summoning 
up with brilliant clarity images 
of a man in a studio with a stack 
of computers. Meanwhile, listen- 
ing to the Russian army drilling, . 
you get the distinct impression 


that General Kutuzov is p lanning 
to bluff Napoleon’s triumphant 
troops with a couple of men 
stamping on boxes of graveL Lo- 
cation recording has not helped 
much, either- a slight echo is no 
substitute for a genuine sense of 
place, or variety of acoustic. 

It’s all rather frustrating, es- 
pecially since the Mure of this 
serial will probably be used as 
justification for shorter, less 
complex classic serials in future. 

More dumbing-down on Ra- 
dio 3, meanwhile. The evening 
the Booker shortlist was an- 
nounced, a presenter suggest- 
ed that all Radio 3 listeners 
would naturally be rooting for 
Bernard McLaverty's Grace 
Notes - because it bad a musi- 
cal theme. And on Thursday’s 
Musical Encounters, John Toal 
offered the fact that Poulenc 
was once a typist as an excuse 
for playing - “as a tribute to 
Poulenc and to dactyiologists, 
dactylographers or pterodactyls 
everywhere”- Tte Typist (which 
you may know as the theme for 
The News Quiz). If T wanted 
weak-minded fecetiousness and 
half-hearted populism I’d be lis- 
tening to Henry Kelly already. 


V" 




The Erst new play to appear un- 
der Trevor Nunn's directorship 
of the National Theatre has a 
dream cue you consequently 
spend most of the evening won- 
dering how you could ©3 about 

. • ■< In mFahr (Wim Hitt 


ambitious but embarrassing 
mess of a play. “Aye, we have in- 
deed fallen from a great 
height,” declares Maeve, the 
legendary Irish queen (Prances 
Tomelty). In Frank McGuia- 
n ess’s MutabiMe, set in 1598, 
Maeve spearheads a tatterde- 
malion group of refugee royals 
roaming the Weak Hibernian 
forests and plotting revenge 
against the English Protestant 
settlers whose chief represen- 
tative is the poet of The Faerie 
Queens, and colonial adminis- 
trator, Edmund Spenser. 

The sam e downward plunge 
seems to have been taken fay 
McGuirmess, who in 1985 gave 
the world the best Irish anti-war 
play since Sean O’Casey’s Silver 


i • • 

McGuinness even gives a qpQt* 
ulative twist to the feet that w : 

Spenser home was b urnt to 
ground. Hex®, this rspre sen tati- 
as both external reprisal andiS r 
the self-inflicted concfoStODj 
the poet’s own sense of fat 
There are Brings that' 
any of this having a proper i f 

pact, that make it difficul^ 
watch with a straight face. TL- 
production is played dn : 
a rocky set that resembles tte . 
decor of some naff studio -33/ 
play of fee Sixties. The muskets 
overdone: those sweetly mom*- 
ful Irish pipes seem moreiniett 
on making the play feel loss’ 
“feel bad” than on conveying 
cultural identity. And there’s a 
peifecttyearorefating attempt to 
drag Shakespeare (played by 
Anton Lesser) into all of th& 
The idea is that, feelingbunrt- 
out by his “pursuit of fire”, and 

a doset Catholic to boot, tire 
Bard has come across to Ireland 
(cue lots of echoes of Prosperp’s. 
Island) and is promptly mis- 
taken for the promised re- 
deemer by Aisling O ’Sullivan's 
glowcringiy intense Irish poet- 
ess. who helps him out in the im- 
promptu creation of one of fans 
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Tassie. The artistic intentions of 
this new piece are wholly laud- 
able. The author, brought up a 
Catholic, wants to get inside the 
historically-shaped psyche of 
both camps, bringing out points 
of troubling resemblance and 
equally troubling difference be- 
tween the two. mentalities. 

To that end, he shows Parridc 
Malahide’s impressively unrav- 
elling Spenser tom between 
ruefulness and mthlessness, pity 
for and patronising prejudice to- 
wards the stricken, dispossessed 
and sometimes massacred na- 
tives. Stuck in this outpost with 
an embittered, terminally home- 
sick wife (intelligently played by 
Diana Hardcastle), he finds his 
devotion to the myth and ide- 
ology of Etizabeth/CHoriana, 
the Virgin Queen, beginning to 
verge on mad desperation. 


more famous sonnets. . u 

The play’s conception of JL 
genius is breath takingly shallow 
and corny, as is its idea of a di- 
vided, half-tragic, half-hope- 
ending. The.. Tatter is 
provided by Edmund Spenser's 
little boy, who, in the climactic 
fire, gets segarated from his 
parents and winds unbecom- 
ing the healing replacement for 
the Irish poetess's dead baby. 

My, how swiftly this tot adapts 
to changing circumstances. As 
he greets his new Irish family, • 
you half expect him to sav, “And 
now, pretty please, race people, 
teach me Gaelic and all about 
your fascinating culture.” He's . 
a phoney bridge in a deeply dis- - 
appointing and badly mis- 
judged start to Tfaevor Nunn’s 
new regime. 

In rep. Booking: 0171-928 2252 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


The Independent and 
Selfridges Food Hall 
Gastronomic Event 


1st December 1997 

7.30pm - 9.30pm 


Is food your passion? The appreciation of good food 
is now very much part of our culture, and to 
celebrate. The Independent and Selfridges have joined 
forces to create a fabulous event at one of London’s 
most prestigious Food Halls. You will have the 
opportunity to sample exotic and unusual culinary 
delights, watch the experts demonstrate their skids 
and question leading purveyors of the finest foods. 


To secure your invitation simply fill in the coupon below 
enclosing a cheque for £ 1 0 per ticket, 
made payable to Selfridges Ltd, and send it to: ^ . 
"The lndependent/5e!fridges Event”, Marketing Services, 
The Independent, 19th Floor. One Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf. London E14 SDL You will then be sent an 
invitation which you must show on arrival at the e vert. 


SELFRIDGES 


FOOD HALL 
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Th© Independent / Seffridges Food Hail 
Gastronomic Event 


Name. 


Address, 


Number of mvhaxioits required 
Cheque enclosed for 

I do notiont n ranhi 3 


JPostcode 
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Have the Spices passed their seli-by date? 







Grumpy, Worried, Thoughtful, Stressed and Upset Spice: The girls ponder their darkest hour. Left to rights Posh (Victoria). Sporty (Mel C), Ginger (Geri). Scary (Mel B) and Baby (Emma) 




What goes up must come down, 
but the important question is 
when. Could it really be true that 
the age of the Spice Girls has 
passed as suddenly as it emerged? 


* -*! 


It was a had week for Gaiy Glitter. Anested 
after child pornography was allegedly 
found on his computer he now faces be- 
ing dropped from the new Spice Girls 
movie Spice World due to open on Boxing 
Day. 

You could almost hear the gir ls groan 
- the controversy was also something they 
could do without Where once the Girls 
could do no wrong, now they can do no 
right They sack their Svengah Spice, 
manager Simon Fuller, they get booed off 
stage in Spain. Shares in EMI, the parent 
label of Virgin on which the Spice Girls 
^ record, fall, with dealers claiming the de- 
T cline was a direct result of fears for the 
group's future. Their new movie is said to 
be so bad that one foreign journalist said, 
"You’d have needed a cattle prod to keep 
me awake during that rubbish.” 

Newspapers which had previously filled 
the pages with adulatory copy now urge the 
giris to split cariyand-Spice jokes and have 
even conducted polls to find out who the 
most unpopular Spice was (Geri). The Mir- 


ror even ran a "wannaboo" telephone line 
(ho bo) which readers could ring to listen 
to the jeers hurled at the girls in Spain. 

Bookmakers have started to take odds 
on Spice Giris to split and who would be 
the first Solo Spice to have a hit single (at 
present the favourite is Sporty Spice, who 
industry sources say has the best singing 
voice and enough charisma to carry off a 
solo career; Posh and Baby apparently 
aren’t thought to have much of a chance). 

Yet days earlier they were on the front 
page of every newspaper, flanked by the 
Prince of Wales and Nelson Mandela - or 
Princely and Presidential Spice as they were 
dubbed. Mandela said of Girl Power "It’s 
... to be acknowledged -ifs a fact" Prince 
Charles said encountering the Spice Giris 
was the second greatest moment of his life. 
(Asked wbat had been the greatest he 
replied: “The first time I met them.”) 

However successful the meeting was, 
spookily, it was immediately after it that 
things began to go wrong. Yesterday they 
had to quash rumours that Ginger Spice 
- Geri Hafljweli, who led the rebellion 
against Fuller- is to take over as the group’s 
manager and to reject suggestions that the 
band might break up. Scary Spice Mel B 
said: "The Spice Giris are stronger and 
more positive than ever. "We are really ex- 
cited about the future.” 

They also said British press coverage of 


the last week’s events was ‘unfair”. MeJ B 
told listeners to Radio 1: “It was only the 
British press who have made such a big deal 
about everything. We feel wc have done a 
lot of good for litis country. Wfe have qpread 
a lot of positive vibes and its a shame that 
where we come from, they haven’t sup- 
ported us.” 

Wril, say the media observere. the girls 
did well but they started to believe their 
own hype. They got too big for their boots. 
They were a pop group for goodness’ sake 
and they were never going to be around 


puns and quickly defined them in a way teen 
bands bad never been able to do before. 
Can anyone quite remember what Howard 
Donaki or Jason Orange symbolised mThke 
That? Or would you want to? 

It was a struggle - one media observer 
says that in the beginning the Spice Giris 
“couldn’t get themselves arrested by the 
teeo press”. It began to change after they 
took out an “advcrtoriaT in one of the mag- 
azines in which they introduced themselves. 

Which brings us to the second thing 
about the Spices: Girl Power, ft’s so easy 


BY GLENDA COOPER 


for ever. They should just go quietly. 

Of course, said others, it’s ridiculous that 
we should be talking about the Spice Giris 
at alL But the Spice Giris were different from 
other groups that had gone before; then- 
steep rise and equally precipitous EaO are of 
our time. And, at the end of the day, it all 
comes down to a brilliant branded product 

Ginger, Posh, Scary, Sporty and Baby 
defined themselves in individual ways to ap- 
peal to the aspirations of young giris and 
■ the fantasies of (not-so-youug) boys. This 
was a dever device, which gave headline 
writers endless excuses to make dreadful 


to sneer at the five’s rather s tumbling de- 
finitions of what Girl Power is about 
(“We are five individuals who do not have 
to be the same ” said Mel B. You can start 
your own business and believe in yourself. 
But you must help your sisters,” added Geri 
Spice). But Girl Power managed to tap in 
to a now well-documented growth in con- 
fidence among young women. And at least 
they had a philosophy - anyone quite sure 
of what Boyzone believes in? Or Eternal? 
Or the Backstreet Boys? 

Look back at less than a year, when Si- 
mon Sebag Montefiore interviewed the 


Spice Giris for the Spectator. Everyone 
chortled at the time at Geri c l ai m i n g 
Baroness Thatcher as the first Spice, and 

saying that she considered standing in Kens- 
ington and Chelsea constituency after the 
fell of Nicholas Scott. It is bard to imag- 
ine Eighties success stories such as Duran 
Duran or Wham! willing to talk about po- 
litical matters (George Michael saved 
such things until he was past the putting- 
shuttiecocks-down-his-shorts sort of age). 

But as with any successful concept you 
have to be careful of bow it is perceived. 
Weeks ago the magazine Marketing Week 
warned that the Spices were in danger of 
overkill - besides the Pepsi deal there is a 
link-up with Walkers crisps, an Impulse 
Spice range of scents, a tie-up with Chu- 
pa Chups lollipops, a Polaroid SpiceCam 
and a BT advertising campaign planned to 
run before Christmas. Research showed 
that the Spice Girls were endorsing so many 
different products that consumers were fall- 
ing to keep track of the actual brands. And 
more than that: they were in danger of as- 
sociating themselves with the wrong prod- 
ucts. After all, a band which are huge in 
America, have sold 19 million records to 
date, and are doe to see their movie open 
in a couple of months, to be endonxqg Chu- 
pa Chups lollipops is - well - a. bit naff. 

While media observers rushed to damn 
the gjris for their decision to sack Fuller, 


it was their ex-manager who had been de- 
stroying their credibility. Everyone of 
course expected that the girls would nev- 
er last forever, but such naked determina- 
tion to grab the cash by munching crisps, 
p ullin g crackers or choosing pbza toppings 
took the edge off Girl Power philosophy. 

As the doom-meisters step in, one 
should remember that Simon Fuller (fid not 
create the Spice Giris, be only brought them 
to prominence - they had previously had 
another manager. And before everyone 
starts mourning Svengali Spice, may be get- 
ting rid of him means that in time the Girls 
could recover their image. Certainly Vir- 
gin are now stepping in, insisting that mu- 
sic will be more of a priority. A few more 
angles and a few less lollipops could help 
them regain their streetcred. 

If the Spice Girls never put on a plat- 
form boot again, tiiey wiQ still be multi-mil- 
lionairesses. But to write off the Spice Girls 
so early would be foolish. While first week 
album sales of 200,000 - less than bands 
such as Oasis and the Verve -may be dis- 
appointing, their last album sold slowly as 
well, and chances are that their teeny fans 
will all request Spice World for Christinas. 
And probably demand to go to the movie 
on Baring Day as well There's a world tour 
to come yet, and no doubt more Girl Pow- 
er slogans. As long as they stay away from 
politicians. Or Prinoes. 


The doctor's cure for over-exposure: 
a few weeks out of the spotlight 
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Nothing gives the British 
press more satisfaction 
than pulling someone 
down from a great 
height. Paul McCann, 
media correspondent, 
asks music industry 
experts if and how the 
Spice Girls can be saved 
from a media keen to 
write them off. 
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In their upcoming TTV special 
the Spice Girls are seen to ask 
Mystic Meg for some advice on 
the future. After sacking their 
manager Simon Fuller, being 
booed at a Spanish awards 
ceremony and suffering a week 
of press coverage predicting 

their demise, they could be do- 
ing with some advice. 

Stuck with a duff product 
which won’t sell, many com- 
panies turn to expensive ad- 
vertising, but in this case 
marketing professionals oouu- 
sd against it. Ybu need word 
F of mouth to be credible m 
youth markets so everything 
depends on public relations. 

“They need to keep their 
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pages and on to the reuac 
pages,” says James Hunt, di- 
rector of die crisis managanent 
division at PR company 

Charles Barker. “They have to 

stop being the story and get 
their music to be the stoiy- 
they can concentrate on the 
music, and the music is good 
enough they should be able to 

ride this out." , , - fh 
Mr Hunt, who deals with 

the mess created fyjsoduct re- 
calls or gaffe-prone ; semor 
managers believes that _any 
product -and the Spice Giris 
are more of a product than ^ 

previous band - can snnrive 
burst of bad publicity if jj®. 

defying values are considered 
good enough. . 

“Look at Rsmer, after am 



How not to burst your 
own baHoon: the experts* 
advice is that the Spice 
Girls should move out of 
the limelight and allow 
their music to take centre 
stage - particularly their 
new album, Spkx World, 
being promoted here with 
a blow-up globe 
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dioactivity scare six years ago 
its is back as a premium water. 
The problem for the Spice 
Girls is that they have diluted 
their brand values by slapping 
them on everything from crisps 
to lollipops.” . 

It is looking increasingly as 
if Mr Fuller deliberately over- 
stretched the giris’ product en- 
dorsements because money 
from such deals didn’t have to 

be shared with Virgin Records, 

which album sales did. Given 
the short-term thinking of their 

own boss, it is not surprising 

that many observers believe that 
it is all over for them. 

But this is not new area for 


the marketing professionals in 
the music isdusoy. 

"There is a strategy to ex- 
tending the life of bands,” says 
Chris TOud of FFI Beatwax 
which advises Radiohead. He 
also thinks the Giris need to 
keep out of the spotlight until 
they have something of their 
own to promote like their 
movie or world tour. ‘'A few 
weeks is an enormous amount 
of time for daily tabloids. This 
should blow over ” 

If Mr Tfcfcrd were advising 
the Spice Giris, he would tell 
them to re-emerge after a pe- 
riod of purdah to maximise the 
publicity for their tour and get 


viewers for the movie and then 
he would scale them down. 
“Once you’ve played Wembley 
you can only go smaller after 
that. It is well establis h ed for 
bands to peak and then move 
their tours into a smaller 
venues, have more discreet 
publicity and ny for a more 
credible image." 

He believes that Tike That 
illustrate it is possible for man- 
ufactured teeny hopper bauds 
to gam credibility by parodying 
their own feme or becoming gay 
icons. “They’ve already had 
cover pictures on quite credible 
style magazines like Arena and 
I-D. Tt would be possible to gam 
a cool imago again.” 

The other, advice they could 
take from Tfcke That is to split 
up. Rumours abounded be- 
fore the departure of Riller that 
he was preparing to launch 
Geri -Ginger Spice- on a solo 
career. Though confusingly, 
eveiyone seems to have heard 
that Sporty Spice is the only one 
who can sing. 

In a perfect worid tbe band 
would never have risen to the 
top so quickly. Chris Ward ad- 
monishes: “If yon want to last 
a long time you have to have a 
slow build. It is common for 
record companies not to push 
a first album hard, so the sec- 
ond album will be bigger, and 
the third album bigger still. If 
you're not growing in the mu- 
sic industry, your career is usu- 
ally dead.” 
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There are some secrets that Mr Straw is right to reveal 
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For the second time m two weeks, we 
come to praise the Home Secretary. Last 
week, we congratulated Jack.Straw on 
learning French - ail right, so he is only 
doing it to talk about gypsies and hooli- 
gans to his continental colleagues, but it 
makes him a mote rounded person any- 
way. Today, we cheer him on in his bat- 
tle to force judges, lawyers and police 
officers to declare their membership of 
the freemasons. 

Not that The Independent has any thing 
particularly against masons. People do 
much stranger things than shake hands 
in funny ways and roll up their trouser 
legs in private. And they do much worse 
things than raise money for charity. 
One teenager asked his fether what 
freemasons actually do. “It’s a secret,” 
came the reply. “But if you promise not 
to teU anyone. 111 tell you: we give a lot 
of money to the blind.” 

Masonry is not always so benign, of 
course, and so Mr Straw is right in prin- 
ciple to take a hard line. in favour of dis- 
closure. There are enough documented 
cases of masonic links in corruption, es- 
pecially in local government, to justify ac- 
tion. They can operate in a malign way, 
discussing police and government busi- 


ness m private caucus. And yet that said, 

. freemasonry is being elevated to an im- 
portance it does not deserve, the pre- 
dictable focus of left-liberal conspiracy 
theorising. The trouble is, in part that 
the power of other less-explidtly-secret 
networks is being overlooked. 

There are secretive societies housed 
in unmarked bulldiii^ in London that are 
more influential than any bunch of leg- • 
barers. They go by strange codenames, 
Garrick's, White’s and 'Havener's, and are 
known as "gentlemen’s clubs”. Are we 
to legislate for disclosure of membership 
of them? Business, legitimate and oth- 
erwise, is carried out privately in golf 
dubs, tennis dubs and gyms. Judges, 
lawyers and police officers may be mem- 
bers. Should they have to disclose that? 

We are all, save for the most dys- 
functional. members of networks of mu- 
tual support of varying degrees of secrecy 
or openness. Such networks may not be 
as widespread as masonry, but they are 
all mechanisms, witting or unwitting, for 
social exclusion, for dividing humanity 
into ins and outs. Any club induces in 
non-members the paranoia of the play- 
ground, of social exclusion and the fear. 
“Are they talking about me?" 



Careers can be advanced and blocked 
by membership of all kinds of society. 
There is the society of office smokers, who 
conspire in the fug-room. There is the fra- 
ternity of after-hours drinkers. There are 
networks based on family, culture, lan- 
guage, sex, sexuality and football. There 


are societies which should perhaps be 

more secret than they are, such as that 

of Manchester United supporters. But all 
are bound by ties of loyalty, common in- 
terest or shared hostility. 

We must be vigilant about secret and 
semi-secret societies. Conspiracy is a 
human trait which needs to be constant- 
ly attacked. But it is foolish to pretend 
that we are, or could be, an atomisedgas- 
cloud of individuals, making clinical and 
disinterested judgements. There is a 
dear line to draw in the cases of mason- 
ic lodges and Opus Dei, the secretive Ro- 
man Catholic society. These are 
organisations which have secrecy written 
into their articles of association. That 
would be fine fora darts dub, and do one 
should be too excited about freemasons 
or Jesuits in most of life's broad avenues. 
But in government, local and national, 
these things are different. And when it 
comes to Judges, magistrates. Crown 
prosecutors and senior police officers - 
entrusted with the impartial administra- 
tion of justice - harder tesis apply- It would 
be interesting to know what arguments 
Lord Irvine, the Lord Chancellor, is de- 
ploying in resisting a compulsory regis- 
ter for new appointments and a voluntary 


™e forcing office* mftel- 



ofassorialiemin civil society. It is more 
likely that the judges have gjwon 

high horse, resenting any sug^stion W 

thefr integrity could be unpugawlff^ 

they should watch the Prime Ministers 
interview on television last Sund^wmcn 
was a classic example of a politician an- 
swering a different question to the one. 
asked The question was whether anyone 
might think it was possible for Mr Blair 
to have his judgement influenced by a 
large donation. He pleaded, passfonate- 
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being so influenced. But it was Jus as- 
sertion against the “appearance of a cot- 

flict of interest” - the intangible charge 
against him that could only have been dis- 
pelled by early and complete discl osure . 

The more intelligent of judges might 
oppose Mr Straw’s plans because they 
recognise the danger that, after secret so- 
cieties, it mU be their membership of gen- 
tlemen’s clubs and their tax returns that 
will have to be disclosed But generally, the 
resistance isn’t philosophy. If s the special 
pleading of a voted interest, and Mr Straw 
is right to lean hzs shoulder against h. 
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Children in care 


Sir: As a trustee of SOS Chil- 
dren's Villages UK, I have seen 
for myself the results of child 
care based on a model created 
nearly 50 years ago in Austria. 
It has been described as the next 
best thing to a natural family. 
Children are cared for by a sur- 
rogate mother in family-sized 
houses grouped together to 
form the village which in turn 
is part of the wider communi- 
ty. This care is continuous and 
secure until children can stand 
on their own two feet and in- 
cludes ensuring they have the 
skills and education to enable 
them to ftilfil their potential. 
There are, for example, six stu- 
dents from SOS Children's Vil- 
lages at university in the UK at 
the moment. 

This model of child care - 
homes for children, not chil- 
dren’s homes - is working suc- 
cessfully in more than 120 
countries around the world. Iron- 
ically, about 20 years ago, SOS 
Children's Villages UK was told 
that Ibis form of chBd care would 
not work here. Perhaps it is time 
to reconsider that decision? 
ANGELA CHADWYCK- 
HEALEY 

Trustee 

SOS Children 's Villages UK 
Cambridge 


Sin Your leading article (20 No- 
vember) rightly identifies the 
importance of a move towards 
uniform standards in child care 
services as the best bulwark 
against future failures. 

For foster care services, 
which now provide care for two- 
thrnfc of all children looked af- 
ter by local authorities, that 
move i» already under way. 
The Department of Health and 
the Scottish Office have recently 

agreed feuding for an IS-month 
initiative to define and promote 
national standards for foster 
care, to ensure consistency of 
care for children, whichever lo- 
cal authority is responsible for 
their safely and development, 

The UK Joint Working Par- 
ty on Foster Care brings to- 
gether, for the first time at a 
national level, directors of social 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Sir: The Utting report 1 19 No- 
vember) raises (he question of 
how children in care can be en- 
abled to communicate distress 
to the ouLsidc world and be 
heard. Our research into this 
matter gives strong support for 
the employment of independent 
visitors to act as advocates for 
all children who are looked af- 
ter away from home, whether 
in foster or residential care. 

For a variety of reasons, 
welfare professionals do not al- 
ways hold the needs of indi- 
vidual children in mind, and the 
children we have interviewed 
place a high value on adults 
who. like a solicitor, take down 
their instructions and carry 
them out. without interpreta- 
tion or manipulation. The Gov- 
ernment should give each 
Jooked-after child access to an 
independent advocate as a mat- 
ter of right 
STEVE FARN FIELD 
Lecturer in Social Work 
Reading University 


services and family placement 
practitioners, foster carers, re- 
searchers and representatives of 
the social services inspectorates, 
local government associations 
and voluntary organisations. 

If this woric can be combined 
with the regulation and in- 
spection of all foster care agen- 
cies as recommended in the 
Utting Report it should go a 
long way towards ensuring a 
high standard of care for some 
of our most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged children. 

PAT VERITY 

Policy and Service Manager 
National Faster Cant 
Association 
London SE1 


Sir. Sir William Utting’s report 
highlights the continuing need 
for greater vigilance in relation 
to bad practice and child abuse. 
He emphasises also the impor- 
tance of property supervised 
residential care as being the best 
form of provision for many vul- 
nerable children. For too long 
the pendulum has swung away 
from residential care and too 
many good homes and thera- 
peutic communities have been 
dosed Recent inquiries and 
prosecution have quite properly 
highlighte d the various abuses in 
residential settings. Such abus- 
es, however, have had the rather 
sad effect of tarnishing the im- 
age of the entire sector. The 
wonderful care and profession- 
al commitment provided by staff 
in many residential homes for 
children has been overshad- 
owed by bad practice. 

The previous Utting report 
on residential care and a num- 
ber of other significant nation- 
al reports have highlighted the 
lack of provision for the needs 
of residential workers. These 
have long been neglected. We 
urge the Government and local 
authorities to act with consid- 
ered haste, and respond posi- 
tively to the current Utting 
report -for the sake of our most 
vulnerable children, and for 
the staff whose training, su- 
pervision and encouragement ts 
crucial to their care. 

SIMON RODWAY 
LADY MOSER 
DEREK MARSHALL 
The Caldecott Foundation 
Ashford, Kent 



Arts in the South 


Eamon de Vhlersu sent the Dublin Fire Brigade to Bel fast 


Photograph: Maxwells 


Irish war record 


US and Iraq 


Sin For forty years, the USSR 
(“the evil empire”) maintained 
a large armoury of weapons of 
mass destruction. That they 
were never used is due to the 
possesion by the West of ade- 
quate deterrents. We still have 
such weapons, so it hardly 
seems necessary to maintain in- 
definitely teams of inspectors in 
Iraq in the hope of detecting 
every last Petri dish that might 
contain a biological culture 
(report, 21 November). 

One suspects that the real 
US agenda is to continue sanc- 
tions on the Iraqi people and 
thereby to maintain a state of 
tenaoa in the Gulf. This ensures 
American hegemony over the 
western Gulf oil producers and 
satisfies the Congress lobbies. 

CHARLES HUGHES 
Felixstowe, Suffolk 


Sir John Alderson (Letters, 
19 November) should not per- 
petuate the myth that German 
U-boats sailed in Irish waters 
freely to attack convoys in 'he 
Western Approaches whilst the 
Royal Navy was denied use of 
ports in the then Irish Free 
State. 

Southern Ireland served the 
Allied cause best by remaining 
strictly neutral under the Gene- 
va Convention. Many Irishmen 
joined the British forces not for 
a pair of boots and to enjoy a “bit 
of a fight”, but to assist in the 
effort to destroy the evils of Fas- 
cism, and were allowed to do so 
freely by the Irish government. 

The city lights of Dublin 
were switched off at 1 1pm dur- 
ing the war, as I remember, so 
did not exactly provide a bea- 
con for bombers over Mersey- 
side and Glasgow. On the 
contrary, the RAF bent the 
German radar beam which 
brought the raiders over 
Dublin, bombing the North 
Strand and South Circular 
Road on two occasions, caus- 


ing serious loss of life. Hardly 
a friendly act by either side to- 
wards a neutral country! It 
should not be forgotten that 
when Belfast was blitzed Ea- 
mon de Valera authorised the 
Dublin Fire Brigade to be 
despatched to that city to assist 
in quenching the fires and help- 
ing the injured. 

J C B HILL 
Bridport, West Dorset 


integrity of his classification. 
Even if the number of “in de- 
terminates” were to prove me 
wrong, the result still makes me 
reflect on modern Unionist 
claims to a distinctive sacrifice. 
M A MARTIN 
London SW19 


Sir: “The Mayflower is our first 
home outside London" says 
Derek Deane. Artistic Director 
of English National Ballet in 
your article “A sweet suite to suit 
all sorts” (20 November). 

How appalling therefore, 
that Arts Council funding re- 
strictions should cause the com- 
pany to reduce their weeks at 
our theatre in I99S from three 
to two. That means there will be 
no return of their brilliant new 
Nutcracker next year despite our 
selling every seat (over 10,000) 
a week ago- ..... .. 

Tire Birmingham Royal 
Ballet are also cutting back 
their- touring because of insuf-^ 
ficient funding and have cho- 
sen to lose their date with us. 
Consequently in 1998, the 
Mayflower - the only large 
scale theatre in the South -will 
be offering audiences only two 
weeks of ballet as opposed to 
the usual four. 

Whatever the rights and 
wrongs of the funding of Lon- 
don ballet and opera, the Arts 
Council of England have shown 
a total lack of regard or plan- 
ning by causing such a blow to 
the South's arts. 

DENNIS LJ HALL 
Director 

The Mayflower Theatre 

Southampton 

Hampshire 


What car crisis? 


Sin CTRason (Letters, 19 No- 
vember) claims 25 “northern” 
against 13 “southern" Irish bat- 
talions in the battle of the 
Somme. Working with the pos- 
sibility that he is counting as 
“northern" nationals! battalions 
raised in the six counties of what 
is now Northern Ireland, the fig- 
ures available to me, based on 
county, regimental and divi- 
sional designations, are: Na- 
tionalist: 15: Unionist: 13; 
indeterminate: 8; raised outside 
Ireland: 4. 

It would seem that be is 
claiming at least two of the ex- 
tra-Ireland battalions. Guards 
and London Irish, as “north- 
ern”, which renders hollow the 


Sin In the Second World Wir r 
and little known or acknowl- 
edged, conscription did not ap- 
ply to northern Ireland: they 
were volunteers and could, as 
one friend of mine did, get out 
of the services. The limited 
number of volunteers from 
northern Ireland was partly de- 
termined by the fear that south- 
ern Irish would take their jobs 
if they went to war. 

Erskine Childers, whom 1 
had the honour to meet in 
1948. stated that southern Ire- 
land would have joined the war 
but that the British were so hard 
pressed, particularly in 194041, 
that they could not guarantee 
air-naval cover for Ireland, 
which had very limited forces to 
protect itself. 

PETER G HEWITT 
Cambridge 


Sir Professor G V R Born's 
throwaway remark (Letters, 20 
November) that “all environ- 
mentally aware people are try- 
ing to think of ways to counter 
the car crisis" perpetuates the 
myth that cars are the prime 
cause of problems with our en- 
vironment. 

In fed, if we are talking 
about greenhouse gases, motor 
transport only accounts for one- 
fifth of the 425 per cent of 
these gases that are man-made. 
And, if we are talking about air 
pollution, then only 5 per cent 
of the worrying PM1Q emissions 
ace caused by petrol engines fie 
cars), with a further 19 per cent 
being due to diesel engines - in- 
cluding buses. 

The lie that cars are the 
main cause of environmental 
damage is now repeated so of- 
ten, and challenged so little, 
that it is becoming an accept- 
ed feet, when the reality is 
very different. 

JAMES CADLE 
High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire 


Gerrymaloning 


Sin We are familiar with the 
term “gerrymander” when ap- 
plied to the manipulation of 
constituency boundaries to 
favour 3 political party. Win we 
find ourselves using the term 
“gerrymalone” when we want to 
describe a bad loser, or some- 


one who refuses to accept the 
result of a ballot? (“Blow for 
Tories as majority is reduced in 
by-election”, 21 November) 
JENNIFER GREER 
London SE11 


late because of a landslide on 
the line through Winchester. 
Move over. Mystic Meg? 
JENNY FOWLER 
Woking, Surrey 


Moderate barbarism 


Sin Commuters at my local sta- 
tion were informed on Thurs- 
day morning that their train was 


Tele-tantrums 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor 

and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax 0171 293 2056: e-maO: letters&independem. co.uk 
E-mail correspondents are asked to ghc a postal address. 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Sin Those shoppers fraught by 
the rationing of Teleiubbies 
(“Shoppers trapped in Laa- 
Laa-Iand", 21 November) are 
advised to practise “big bugs” 
rather than resort to “hand- 
bagging”. 

STEVE GREENFIELD 
Hertford 


Sir Ulrich Bartsch writes (Let- 
ters, 20 November) of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood that it is a 
“home for moderate Islamic 
opposition in Egypt”. 

Is this the same “moderate 
opposition" which recently 
forced the courts and the 
Egyptian health ministry to 
authorise a reinstiiution of the 
barbaric practice of female 
circumcision in public hospi- 
tals? [British Medical Journal, 
July 1997] 

F CHILES 
London NW5 
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Don’t start Don’t even men- 
tion it For those of you in- 
clined to write sorrowful 
letters reminding me of the 
great days when The Inde- 
pendent never carried Royal 
stories, and shaking your 
heads over yesterday’s front 
page about Blair and the 
Queen, and threatening to re- 
port me to Andreas Whittam 
Smith ... let me put the 
record straight AD weever did 
was to refrain from publish- 
ing meaningless Royal stories 
at inordinate length. This one 


of his own cabinet, using her 
as a sounding-board and de- 
lighting in press reports of 
their “extraordinary rela- 
tionship". It is all uncannily 
similar this winter. I bet Bfeir 
has read Phnlott. 

Anyway, it's bad news for 
republicans. My private 
hopes of seeing President 
Alan Bennett at the helm of 
the nation, or going to my fi- 
nal rest during the presiden- 
cy of a leathery, gaunt and 
oracular Jarvis Cocker seem 
as far away as ever. 


was not, I think, meaningless. 

Far from iL^Tbity jSairis ; Neologism required. Posi- 
lavish verbal tributes; to the tfon would suit pitlty, one or 
Queen provoked-various re-, two- syllable and friendly ap- 
actions- arouetd ytl^ efiearti-. 

from pleased acknowledge- ered. No time-wasters please. 


tnent that the era of meeting 
was ending, to mimicries of 
violent vomiting. But it was 
undeniably significant that 
New Labour, having moved 
so quickly into action after 
Diana’s death, has derided to 
be so utterly monarchist. 


The vacancy is required to de- 
scribe the “young Britain” 
people who have featured in 
this week's series, based on 
MORI research for the In- 
dustrial Society. 

The interesting thing is 
that the caricature Young 


Whatever you say about it, _ Briton is a person or type 
this is a thoroughly pro-es~ manyrtf us instantly recognise 


taWtshment administration. It 
is the new establishment, but 
rarely has an incoming gov- 
ernment been as comfortable 
with the old one. 

There was also, in the 
Prime Minister's words, an in- 
timate. filial note - the son's 
witty tribute to his mother. 
Does he hope to preside over 
a revival of monarchical pop- 
ularity. doing for Elizabeth 
the Second what Disraeli did 
for Victoria? Stranger 
thoughts have gone through 
prime ministerial bonces. 

Mr Blair is a keen student 
of Labour and political his- 
tory. Has he read, i wonder, 
Ben Pimlott’s book on the 
Queen, in which the young 
Harold WDson is described in 
1964 as “delighted by the 
Queen ... the ultimate sym- 
bol of his own success, linked 
to his identification with the 
man-in-the-street, along the 
lines, as one of his officials 
put it, of “who would have 
thought of a chap like me 
ending up in a place like 
this’.” WDson, we read, did 
not patronise her but treat- 
ed her almost as a member 


as a true fit: liberal on issues 
like drugs, homosexuality 
and racism, but dutiful and 
conservative about relation- 
ships and marriage. They are 
serious, and certainly not so- 
cialist ; cousumerist rather 
than eco-idealistic Saffy, the 
bespectacled daughter inAb- 
solutely Fabulous is not so far 
away from parts of the com- 
posite caricature,, but so too 
are miliions of teenageraand 
twentysomethings. 

Many older people (Tm in 
my late 30s but an early de-. 
veloper, thus vaguely post-Six- 
ties) wiQ agree that the portrait 
of the next generation has 
some truth in it- they are like 
us but not like us. As liberat- 
ed, but (despite being 
younger) more grown-up. Af- 
ter a hard time from bad di- 
vorces or broken parental 
relationships, they want to 
get on in life and stick by their, 
partners. So how do we de- 
scribe them? Little Victorians? 
E-duks (Earnest & Dutiful 
Kids)? Stoned prunes? All 
suggestions welcome. 


Andrew Marr, 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


The Blair Government is so pure that its rarefied atsaospherc 
makes ordinary mortals’ noses bleed - Lord Hattersley, 
Labour peer 


The wonderful thing about being an independent is that you 
don’t have to have policies - Martin Bell, Independent MP 


It will be more pagan than Christian, like the Yorkshire 
moors in the sunshine - Entertainer Julian Clary's v*ew ctf heaven 


Pornography is to eroticism what American fast food is to 
French gastronomy - Joseph Khalifa, founder of the Museum 
of Batkism in Paris 


From a distance the arts appear bathed in goodwill, flush, 
with money for buildings from that -new provider, the Lot- 
tery. Closer la, they are m crisis -accused erf over-charging, 
over-spending and mismanagement-- Sir Peter Hall, Arts- 
pundit 


It’s much more interesting being sexy in your 40s. That Spice 
Girl thing is fine, but there is nothing more powerful and 
glamorous than a fully developed woman — Lesley Garrett, 
opera star - ' 
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HOUSE HUNTING 


Juergen and Sharone Neuhoff warned io move 
house, and who could blame them? Their 
neighbourhood in Albuquerque, New Mex- 
ico, suffered from several disadvantages, as 
far as the computer expert and his wife (both 
43) were concerned. The heat in summer was 
intense and debilitating, poisonous scorpions 
would occasionally wander in from the Sier- 
ra (or the Mesa or whatever they have down 
there), and — from tim e to time — teenage 
gangs would shoot up the houses in the area, 
kil li ng pensioners and children, if the mood 
so took them. 

But where should one go to? When they 
had originally moved into their attractive bun- 
galow, they were well aware of the Albuqnexque 
International Balloon Festival, but failed to pre- 
dict the murderous behaviour of some of their 
neighbours. It was an ommission the Neuhofis 
were determined not to repeat 

So they set to work on the Internet, cross- 
referencing crime statistics, educational fa- 
cilities for their children and environmental 
considerations. Finally, when they had nar- 
rowed the choices down a bit, they sat down 
to watch their favoured new domicile on the 
Net, using a link to a camera set up by an In- 
ternet company in the town’s main drag. 

This was not a quiet hamlet in the Amer- 
ican Lakes area, nor a Canadian backwater 
surrounded by the solemn majesty of Nature, 
noryet the vibrant centre of one of Europe’s 
safest dues, such as Siena or Vfenice. It was 
Cokhester, fh Essex For nine months (a suit- 
aWe gesiaoon period) the Neuhtifls of New 
Mexico examined life, live, in Head Street. 
They saw (and, indeed, beard) the buses, the 
phone-boxes, the shoppers, the milkman, 
the postman and the pub. Old Mrs Evans was 
scrutinised as she pulled her trolley towards 
Superdrug: Thirty Hedwell was approved of 
as she parked the Range Rover with the 

labradors in the back, and dashed into the Roy- 
al Bank of Scotland for some weekend dosh; 
Fred Spurge caused no alarm as - whistling 
- he swept the fog-ends from the gutter. 

But above all itwaswfaat the Neuhofis did 
not see on their screen that brought them to 


Essex. “There were no muggers threatening 
people," said Mr Neuhoff, “nor gangs walking 
the streets. And we hardly ever saw a police- 
man.” Thus reassured that social undesirables 

were rare in Colchester - and knowing more 
about the place than it knew about itself - the 
Neuhofis moved in last August. 

Sud) thoroughness makes good sense. De- 
spite the size of the investment that buying 
a house represents, and despite the emotional 
and spiritual importance of the decision on 
where to live, few of ns do much more than 
appraising the central heating system and 
damp proof coursing of a building in an area 
which we (a) are generally attracted to, and 
(b) can afford. 

Increasingly, however, our fellow house- 
hunters are wising up to the folty of this ap- 
proach. Yes, the living room has a wonderful 
ceDing rose, and the architraving is splendid, 
but did you know that the man at number 47 
bays at the moon when it is fuB? Or that - 
between the hours of dusk and daylight - the 
street doubles upasa dog toilet? Or that the 
teeny shrub just planted by your dderiy neigh- 
bour alorg the garden fence is in fed Cyprvssia 
kylandia, which will eventually grow to a h eight 

of over 50 feet? 

For a few hundred pounds, I discovered 
this week, you can employ a man called John 

- an ex-policeman - to uncover such prob- 
lems for you, before you sign that final con- 
tract He or bis partner, Len, will sit outside 
your dream bouse for several days and sev- 
eral nights in their G-reg Mondeo, observ- 
ing everything while knocking back 
polystyrene cups full of strong, sweet tea. Be- 
tween gulps John and Len win examine your 
putative neighbours for agns of psychosis, ap- 
praise passing kids for vandalistic tendencies, 
and report on the efficiency of the council’s 
refuse collection. And if the local Neigh- 
bourhood Watch is working property, pre- 
sumably Len and John should expect to be 
harassed regularty by the police. 

Frankly you’d be mad not to call them. But 
I wonder whether the principle shouldn’t be 
extended by the prudent homeowner. 1 
mean, we all know that the Neuhofis have kept 
a good eye on us. But who in Colchester has 
checked out the Neuhofis? All we really know 
about them is that they come from an in- 
hospitable and violent place. Can we realty 
be sure that they will not import bad Amer- 
ican habits, such as shooting people in ran- 
dom acts of paranoid madness? 

Actually 1 am sure that the Neuhoffs are 
kosher, but I am making a point here. TWo 
months ago new people moved in across the 
Sreet from us. The car was suspect, being old 
and having something like a pipe or a ladder 
permanently secured to its root But then 
again it it was a VW Beetle. There was a dog 

- bad. But there were two small children. 
Which was good, becaure parents ctf small chil- 
dren rarely hold loud parties (or. indeed, any 
parties). Their voices were a bit raucous (bad), 
but their first act was to put up window box- 
es full of nice flowers (very, very good). 

So each act has, over time, been added to- 
gether to form a total picture of these new 
neighbours, and their balance sheet is clear- 
ly in credit. But bow much time and worry 
would have been saved had we simply put pri- 
vate detectives on their trail the very first day 
the removals van appeared. Frankly, this kind 
of thing is too important to leave to chance. 




TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

THE TRIBES 
OF BRITAIN 


Ester Hernandez and Rosa 
Gonzalez work in a tiny insur- 
ance office in Amarillo, Texas, 
in a district where many cus- 
tomers speak Spanish. Fbr the 
company’s boss, and no doubt 
his customers, the presence of 
Spanish speakers is a consid- 
erable commercial advantage. 
So far so good. However, after 
some months, the two women 
were sacked for the same rca- . 
son as they were hired. The 
firm’s owner wanted them to 
speak to customers in the ap- 
propriate language, but want- 
ed the conversations between 
staff to be in English; otherwise,, 
said his wife, who also worked 
in the office, it was as though 
“they were whispering to each 
other behind our backs. It was 
very rude." 

The women were told that 
they had to sign a contract to 
speak only English in the office; 
they refused, claiming that the 
boss was “telling us to deny who 
we are, forget our heritage". 
The state of Tbxas has in effect 
backed the firm's boss, by re- 
fusing the women unemploy- 
ment benefits; tbc Texas 
Workforce Commission has 
concluded that they left the firm 
voluntarily by refusing to sign 
the demand to speak English to 
each other. 

It is the sort of dispute that 
is terrifying America. This is not 
just about race; group rights q{ 
all sorts are being heavily dis- 
puted all over the United 
States, whether based on reli- 
gion, geography, gender, lan- 
guage or any other marker of 
difference. 

Our new instinct, on the oth- 
er hand, is to offer more peo- 
ple more opportunities to be 
different When a Tory toff 
like Alan Clark - who thinks 
that the way to deal with Irish 
terrorism is to unleash a wave 
of state terror - accepts that 
Gerry Adams should be al- 
lowed to flout the most funda- 
mental act of national loyalty 



The members of the 
Home of Lords file hi to 
Parliament to represent 
themselves. But new peers 
could give us all a voice 


set of universal principles and 

ideas -liberty, equality, democ- 





(by talcing his seat as an MP 
without swearing allegiance to 
the Queen) something odd is 
going on. 

This week a conference of 
Americans and Brits, held, ap- 
propriately enough, in Scotland 
showed little meeting of minds 
on the issue of political identi- 
fy. This was especially odd, 
given the nature of the group 
concerned. Each year since 
1985, 40 or so young profes- 
sionals from a variety of back- 
grounds gather in either tbc US 
or the UK to discuss some 
great topic of the day. Half are 
Americans, half Brits; the del- 
egates each year are nominat- 
ed by previous attendees. 

The British-American Pro- 
ject, as it is called, is an excep- 
tionally powerful network. On 
this side of the pond, it includes 
several leading politicians, in- 
cluding a cabinet minister, and 
several frontbenchers from oth- 
er parties; trades unionists. 


business leaders, a couple of na- 
tional newspaper editors, 
artists, and the bosses of per- 
haps a dozen important pres- 
sure groups and quangos. 
There is a spread of regions, 
races and religions represent- 
ed. On the American ride, the 
same is true, with the additional 
factor that they are richer and 
more important, as is true in 
most things- In theory, the dis- 
cussions should be free of na- 
tional bias. 

Yet we do see these things 
very differently. For the Amer- 
icans, political identity has 
come to be code for race, lan- 
guage and creed. Tbeir great 
fear is that what they regard as 
a people united under one flag, 
and one constitution, could 
fell apart under the assault of 
disparate groups of people all 
claiming to be Americans. We, 
on the other hand, seem de- 
termined to break down tbe 
idea that there is any one sin- 


gle way of being British, and are 
striving to reassert tbe standing 
of tbe many tribes that make up 
tbe British natkjn. They fern dis- 
integration; we seek disaggre- 
gation. They worry about their 
diversity, we trumpet ours. 

All of this is. of course, 
partly a reaction to history. 
The Brits have a thousand or 
more years of nation-building 
behind them and, historically 
speaking, we have had ripples 
rather than waves of immigra- 
tion; change has been incre- 
mental. Americans, on tbe 
other hand, have had to con- 
struct an idea of their nation 
from huge groups of people 
who had barely heard of each 
other before landing on Amer- 
ican soil. Inevitably, the way 
they chose to do so was to es- 
tablish tests of citizenship and 
loyalty which could be written 
down. 

According to Gunnarhfyrdal, 
the American Creed rests on a 


anted go v ernment and private 
enterprise: Tb be American does 

not mean being bom or living 
there; it means living Us values. 
According to Harvard’s Samuel 
Huntington, “ft has been 1 Amer- 
ica’s] fete as a nation not to have 
ideotogfes but to be one." 

This appeals to me. 1 dislike 
the idea that identify is so in- 
timately tied up with a piece of 

land and water that those who 
do not live there now but 
might have done so in the past 
are excluded from the tribe. As 
rehearsed in these pages be- 
fore, the basis of my concern 
about Scottish devolution is 
that it promises Broveheon 
but will actually deliver The 
Brittos Empire. 

As ever, we Brits are in a 
rare old muddle, not sure 
whether we are British, Euro- 
pean, or perhaps just a collec- 
tion of thousand-year-old 
tribes. Or are we all those 
things? And if so do our polit- 
ical institutions reflect the feet 
in any way? The answers are, 
of course, yes we are, and no, 
they don't. 

Our political system is ludi- 
crously one-dimension aL Cur- 
rently, for most of us, tbe only 
aspect ofom identify that is rep- 
resented at Westminster is de- 
fined purely by geography. It 
doesn’t matter if you are young 
or old, black or white, Christ- 
ian, Jew or Muslim, the only 
person who can speak for you 
within tbe system is someone 
whose constituency is defined 
by lines on a map. That is, un- 
less you happen to be a Church 
of England Bishop, or an 
hereditary peer; in which case 
you can represent yourself in 
Parliament. 

But we can do better. The 
new government is probably 
thinking hard about its plans for • 
a new second chamber to re- 
place the House of Lords. 
Should we not say now that tbe 
job of the second chamber is 
precisely to do what geography 
cannot - to ensure that our po- 
litical system gives voice to the 
many other identities and tribes 
that make up the British peo- 
ple, and who cannot, by defin- 
ition, find a place in tbe House 
of Commons? 


;* Is Jean-Jacques Rousseau to blame for France’s missing millions? 



JOHN 

LICHFIELD 

FAMILLE 

NOMBRTUSE 

Here is a game of conse- 
quences. 

Fiance was the first counpy 

in the world widely to practise 

' bhth control, starting in ihe sec- 

■ & ond half of the 18th century. 

' As a consequence, at least 

60 million French people.have 

gone missing and J can travel 
for half price on the Paris 

Metro. 

Come again? 

Ranee, fl fertile and tem- 
perate place, has the lowest 
population density of atylatge 
industrialised country in west- 

.em Europe (save Spain wfod* 

is hot so fertile or mdu^n- 
afised). If Ranee was populat- 
ed as thickly as Britain - ann 
there is no reason why it sj 0121 

not be-there would bel^rafl' 

lion French ° 

almost 60 minion- If it 
crowded as England, it 
have apopulation 

: 180 million. Ran** - d 

e*- country m Europe, « 

*▼. val tbe United States as a pow- 

eron the planet- . , _ 
Tb its chagrin, it J 

hlous) and it doesnt (d 


nate). France is a remarkably 
empty place. 

As a consequence, it has an 
obsessive polky of encouraging 
\ar gp. families. For more than 
100 years - and intensively in 

■ the last 50 years -creating ba- 
bies has been a preoccupation 
of successive governments in 
Paris. 

Tb be the father or mother 
of three children or more in 
France is to be a privileged per- 
son; an official hero of the stale; 
the parent of a “fitmiBe nom - 
breuse * (numerous family). 

We had two children when 
we moved to Ranee a year ago: 
we acquired our third child, 
Grace, a month ago. We have 
thus become, overnight, a 
famine nombreuse. As a conse- 
quence, we qualify for all kinds 
of goodies. 

I can now navel for half 
price on the Paris metro (23 
p ence for any journey within tbe 
city). The privilege, entirely 
funded tty the state, applies 
even when I am. travelling 

alone. I can get 30 per cent off 

second-class rail feres and in- 
ternal air traveL I pay substan- 
tially less tax and qualify for 
increased family allowances 
(although these are under 
threat). Once I have lived in 
Paris a little longer, I will qual- 
ify for a Paris-KanriUe card: this 
will give me £200 ayear towards 
metro travel, car tax, school 

meals or child care. It will also 

give us free admission to mu- 
seums, swimming pools and 
play-grounds. 

Iam, of oomse happy to claim 

the benefiss^gnte a baby Grace, 
but they also made me curious. 

f .1 *- In anrtTfra 




The more the merrier: our correspondent travels half price in Paris 


any good? Does it realty en- 
courage Fiench people to have 

babies? Why is France so emp- 
ty in thefirst place? 


Tbe low population densi- 
ty, by European standards, is 
sometimes attributed to the 
slaughter of 'young French 
males during the First World 
Wit. But Laurent Ibuleman, a 
demographic expert at the 
Rench statistic institute, ex- 
plained that the phenomenon 
is, in fact, much older. Every 
other European country had a 
population explosion in the 
late 18th and early 19th cen- 
turies. Advances in medicine 
and diet stopped people dying 
young but, for several decades, 
the birth rate remained as high 
as ever, as a consequence, the 
European population leaped. 

But not in France. French 
people also stopped dying 
young (If they avoided the guil- 
lotine) but they also stopped 
having so many children. Long 
before other countries, the 
French began to practise birth 
control, mostty though coitus in- 


terruptus, according to Mr 
Ibuleman, since condoms were 
not yet widely available. Why 
they did thk remains a mystery. 
some historians put forward 
economic explanations; others 
suggest that it was something to 
dowjlb Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
and the cult of the child. Fam- 
ilies, even poor families, want- 
ed to chei&] a small number of 
children rather than neglect 
them in large numbers. 

For whatever reason, the 
French birth-rate collapsed 
long before it did elsewhere. 
France, which had for cen- 
turies been (he most populous, 
and one of the most thickly 
populated, European coun- 
tries, saw other nations catch 
up and even go ahead At the 
beginning of the 19th centu- 
ry, there were 27,600,000 peo- 
ple in France and about 
10,500,000 in Britain. Both 
countries now have about 


58,000,000. In other words, if 
FVaoce had grown as fast as 
Britain it would have a pop- 
ulation of 150, Oft), 000 today. 

By the middle of the 19th 
century, the French were wor- 
ried by their shortage of chil- 
dren; there was a 
“ preoccupation du d&serf, an 
obsession with emptiness, ac- 
cording to another French de- 
mographic expert, Quang-che 
Dinb. This was reinforced by 
tbe slaughter in the trenches in 
the Fust Warid^fei; but, in feet, 
those losses were more than 
made up by Spanish and Ital- 
ian immigration in die 1920s 
and 1930s. 

Tbe defeat in 1940 - when 
Germany mobilised 40 divi- 
sions to France’s 10 - led to 
something like “demographic 
panic”' according to Mr Quang. 

The Vichy government 
enormously increased subsi- 
dies to families, partly. for ide- 


ological reasons. But tbe poli- 
cy was pureued vigorously post- 
war. The definition of a famille 
nombreuse was reduced to 
three children, and the benefits 
increased, as recently as 1982. 

Mr Quang has studied tbe 
effects of family subsidies on 
French fertility rates and pop- 
ulation growth: his conclusion, 
backed by other studies, is that 
they have no discernible impact 
Tbe French fertility rate - now 
1.72 children for every woman 
of child-bearing age -is mar- 
ginally above tbe European 
average, but little different 
from the rate in Britain. 

Last month the new Social- 
ist-led government in France 
did something brave and sen- 
sible, without quite admitting h. 
It broke with more than a cen- 
tury of procreation policy in 
France by imposing a means 
test on family allowances. In 
other words, it abandoned the 
principle that the state should 
reward its citizens for having 
laige families; however wealthy - 

tbe citizens might be. S imilar re- 
strictions on tbe other pecks of 
multiple parenthood can only 
be a matter of time. 

The truth is that France 
missed the demographic bus 
200 years ago. It could now re- 
place tbe missing legions of 
French people outy by immi- 
gration on a vast scale (any lak- 
ers, Mr Le Pen?). 

My wife and I have done 
our best to fill the gap: Grace 
can become a French citizen, 
if she wishes, when she is 13 
(she is already Irish and 
British). Three children, we 
agree, is quite enough. How- 
ever. if we were to have a 
fourth child, we would get 40 
per cent off rail travel; a fifth 
child would give us 50 per cent 
off... 


An Erotic 
Review 







The Erotic Print Society REVIEW 

is now available quarterly to readers for the 
first time. (As revealed in last Monday’s 
Independent,) The writers are well known. 
The features are provocative. The illustrations 
are explicit. Only the price is modest 
£10.00 for a subscription to four issues plus 
the Society's gem-like, 80-page illustrated 
catalogue of erotic prints. 

FURTHER ENQUIRIES: EPS (Dept IDE) PO Box 
10645, Loudon SW10 9ZT or FREEPHONE 0800 026 25 24 
or Fai 0171-244 8999 MB. SEXUALLY EXPLICIT 
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Air Commandant 


Dame Jean Conan Doyle 


Lena Annette Jean Conan 
Doyle, airforce officer: bom 
Crowborougti, Sussex 21 

December 1912; OBE 1948, 
DBE 1963; AE 1949; Deputy 
Director, Women’s Royal Air 
Force 1952-54, 1960 - 62 , 
Director 1963-66; Inspector of 
the Women’s Royal Air Force 
1954-56; OC, RAF Hawkinge 
1956-59; Honorary ADC to 
the Queen 1963-66; married 
1965 Air Vice-Marshal Sir 
Geoffrey Bromet (died 1983); 
died London 18 November 
1997. 


The last direct link with Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, the cre- 
ator of Sherlock Holmes, has 
been severed with the death 
of his younger daughter, Jean 
Conan Doyle. 

She was bom in 1912 and 
spent her youth in Crowbor- 
uugh- Sussex, and in the New 
Forest. Her character was fixed 
from an early age. “Something 
very' strong and forceful seems 
to be ai the back of that wee 
body. Her will is tremendous," 
her father wrote of her when 
she was five. 

“As a rule she sits quiet, 
aloof, affable, keenly alive to all 
that passes and yet taking no 
part in it save for some subtle 
smile or glance. And then sud- 
denly the wonderful grey-blue 
eyes under the long black lash- 
es will gleam like coy dia- 
monds. and such a hearty little 
chuckle will come from her that 
everyone else is bound to laugh 
out of sympathy." 

The ringing laugh, the 


smiling eyes, the good nature, 
charm, and humour were es- 
sential elements of her char- 
acter, but it was tempered by 
a strong and narrow moral 
code and in later years by a 
steely determination to pro- 
tect the reputation of her 
father from real and imagine d 
slights. 

Jean, or “Billy” as she was 
known wheat young, was edu- 
cated at Granville House, 
Eastbourne, and her first 17 
years were happy ones {despite 
trouble with her eyesight). She 
accompanied her. father on his 
spiritualist tours to Australia 
(1920-21) America (1922, 1923) 
and South Africa (1928-29), and 
was devoted to h im 

After his death in 1930 she 
remained at home with her 
mother until 1938 when she 
joined the Auxiliary Service of 
the RAF. Two years later she 
was commissioned into the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force 
(the predecessor of the 
Women’s Royal Air Force), 
and saw wartime service at 
Hawkinge, at HQ Fighter 
Command, HQ No 9 Group 
at Preston and in Northern 
Ireland. 

After the war she served in 
Germany with the British Air 
Forces of Occupation (for 
which she was appointed 
OBE), and then moved to the 
Technical Training Command. 
She served as Commanding 
Officer of RAF Hawkinge from 
1956 to 1959, and on 1 April 
1963 became the head of the 
Women’s Royal Air Force (the 


BANKING 

ON DfAfH 


We particularly like this 
whodunit for three reasons: 


The banking and business background 
Is delightfully authentic and "new" 


The writing hs greatly superior to 
what we’re used to in a thriller 


The characterisation Is exceptional 


EMMA LATHEN 


Dustjackst for one of the Latste/Henissart (‘Lathen’) colaborations 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

HARVEY: John Hooper, FSA FRKL 


FSG, whilst reading P.C. Wode- 
boose, 18 November 1997. Simple fu- 
neral at Haycotnbe Crematorium, 
Whileway. Bath, Friday 2S Novem- 
ber at 1230pm. Family Bowereonly. 
No mourning by request Donations 
may be sent to the Tra d escan t Trust, 
c/o W. AdZam & S ora, 68-70 Locks 
HOI, Frame BA11 lNIH-Tfelephonr. 
01373 45210a 

MAUN: Irene, died peacefully on 18 
November 1 997 aged 57 jew*. Won- 
derful wife to Smart and mother to 
Jane and RachcL Funeral at St 
Margaret’s Church, Lee Tfenate on 
Fridav 28 November at 230pm. 


Announcements far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS (Birth*, 
Adoptions, Man-fete*. Deaths, Mano- 
rial se rvices, Wedifing iiunvemrie*, 
In Memo riant) should be wort In writ- 
ing to the Guette Editor, The Inde- 


pendent, I Canaria 
Whart; London EH 


to W71 -293 20Q or toed to W71 -2V3 : 
20 W, and are charged at £430 a Bn* : 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- : 
nouncements (notices, ft™*"***? * 
Forthcoming marriages, Manfrgg) • 
most be submitted m wntbig (or : 
toed) and ore charged at BQ a Bne, ; 

VAT extra. Tl>^ should be agompar ■ 

nfed by a daytime telephone number, ; 


ROYAL engagements 



Changing of the 
TOPfljftThc 
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gESJSSS JSBffS?!®* 

safias*SSSS? £ 

hanJ provideti b> ibe G«tuJkf G«mh 


first Director to have risen 
through the ranks). She was cre- 
ated DBE in 1963 and was an 
Honorary ADC to the Queen 
from 1963 until her retirement 
in 1966. 

“Tidiness” and “Order” 
were her catchwords and she 
was known, for her hard work 
. and commitment to the job in 
hand. R)r many years this stood 
in the way of close emotional 
attachments, but in 1965 she 
married Air Vice-Marshal Sir 
Geoffrey Bromet, who was 20 
years her senior, and they had 
a happy life together until his 
death in 1983. 

The runningof her father's 
literary estate was left to her 
brothers, who bandied it bad- 
ly. Denis, the eldest, who mar- 
ried “Princess” Nina Mdivani 
and spent the war years in 
America, ran up large deb Is and 
was dose to bankruptcy by the 
time of his death in 1955 - with 
litigation pending over unpaid 
American tax. 

Adrian, who was dis- 
missed from the Royal Navy 
for insubordination and who 
thereafter devoted all his 
energy to the memory of his 
father, caused Jean great per- 
sonal hurt in 1969, a year 
before his death, when a 
newspaper revealed that he 
was planning to sell the arch- 
ives of the Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle Foundation in 
Switzerland. 

Throughout this period 
there was continuing and often 
acrimonious litigation within 
the family over the copyright of 


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
works, and over the ownership 
and rights to his papers. This 
continued after the expiry of the 
copyright-in 1980 and was only 
resolved in 1996. . 

Jean Bromet (as she re- 
mained to her friends after 
her husband's death) had a 
close involvement with two 
Service charities, the Royal 
Star and Garter Home (of 
which she was a governor for 14 
years, until 1982), and the *Not 
Forgotten Association” (for 
which she served as a commit- 
tee member from 1975 and as 
President from 1981 to 1991), 
bat it was as her father's daugh- 
ter that she was most widely 
known during her later years 
and in this capacity die revert- 
ed to being Dame Jean Conan 
Doyle. 

An attempt to authorise 
(and on occasion to ban) pas- 
tiches of the Sherlock Holmes 
stories in America was partly 
successful despite the oncer- 
tain ties over her copyright 
claims, and a great deal of 
her time was devoted to an- 
swering inquiries and writing 
about heT father. 

A simple gravestone in 
Minstead churchyard in the 
New Forest, near the cross 
which marks the site where 
her mother and father have 
Iain since their re-interment 
in 1955, already bears her 
name with that of her hus- 
band. She had no children and 
the Conan Doyle line dies 
with her. 

- Richard Lancdyn Green 



Bob 

Jones 


Bob Jones, univwjty 


admiral-™ — . 

bon, |9 October Nil* Acting 

President; gob Jo™ ** . , 

Unrwsfty l«2-47, President 
1947-71. ChanceftorfChairman 
1971 - 97 ; died GreenvtBe, South 
Carolina, 12 November N97. 


“Her wg Is tremendous^: the infant Jean (or UUy’) with her fathom Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 


Mary Jane Latsis 


Mary Jane Latsis, writer: 
born Chicago, Illinois 1927; 
died Plymouth, New 
Hampshire 3 November 1997. 


Maty Jane Latsis had a' split 
personality in more ways than 
one. With her partner in 
(fictional) crime, Martha 
Henissart, she was doubly pseu- 
donymous, the two of them 
writing superior detective nov- 
els under the name “Eanma La- 

then” and also under “RJB. 
Dominic”. 

In crime fiction, the 
collaborative cloak is not par- 
ticularly unusual, and, for a 
variety of reasons, can more 
often than not be highly effec- 
tive, each partner supplying, 
usually refreshingly, some es- 
sential - though sometimes 
quite min or - ingredient the 
other lacks. 

“Ellery Queen” and “Bam- 
aby Ross” were the cousins 
Frederic Dannay and Manfred 
Lee; “Francis Beetling”, “John 
Somers” and “David Pilgrim" 
were J.L. Palmer and Hilary 


St George Saunders; “Q. 
Patrick", “Patrick Quentin” 
and “Jonathan Stagge” were 
Hugh Wheeler and Richard 
Webb. 

. However, Latsis and Henis- 
sart, in both mood and outlook, 
and general charm, inhabited 
an essential cosy comer of the 
criminous universe, and were 
perhaps far doser to the two 
British chroniclers of the spy 
Tommy Haznbledon, “Manning 
Coles” (Adelaide Manning and 
Cyril Coles). 

Latsis was born in Chicago 
in 1927, grew up in Forest 
Park, and was educated at 
Wellesley Collage, Massachu- 
setts, where she majored in 
economics and first met Henis- 
sart. She later gained a Public 
Administration degree at 
Harvard, had some involve- 
ment with the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency, theQ worked as 
an economist (her day-job, as 
it were) for the UN Food and 
Agricultural Organisation in 
Rome. 

She returned to the US to 
teach at Wellesley, and met up 


again with Martha Henissart. 
Almost at once they began a 
collaboration which lasted 
virtually 40 years. 

It was an entirely fnntfal and 
enjoyable one. Both haying 
had hard experience of the 
world of corporate finance, as 
well as the corridors of power 
in both Wall Street and Wash- 
ington, they chose as their “de- 
tective” a corporate banker of 
mature years (to give him grav- 
itas and experience). He was 
certainly getting on a bit in 
1961, when their first novel. 
Banking On Death , was issued 
in the United States (a year 
later in the UK), and was thus 
positively Methuselah-esque in 
the 1990s. 

The Thatcher series is a 
triumph of witty characterisa- 
tion and intelligent plotting. 
Characters occur and re-occur 
throughout the years in de- 
lightful procession (especially 
Thatcher's chief, the bank's 
feckless, at times idiotic, and 
often vacationing, President 
Brad Withers). 

There is sharp irony: most 


of the books make some social 
point, or attack some absurdi- 
ty in the system. And there is 
much pleasure for the reader 
in being confronted by, in book 
after book, a world - that of 
high finance - that becomes 
less and less baffling, rhanks to 
the authors' skilful explica- 
tions. Pleasure, too, in explor- 
ing what seems, at fust sight, to 
be utterly alien milieux in 
which, nonetheless, financial 
shenanigans can occur. Sweet 
And Low (1974, the cocoa ex- 
change) j.-tshes To Ashes (1971, 
the funeral business); and 
Green Grow the Dollars (1982, 
the commercial and murderous 
possibilities in big-cropping 
tomatoes). All of these, and 
other, strange worlds are 
gulped down by the reader, 
carried along by the swift 
pace of the narrative and the 
sharply drawn and involving 
characters. 

Their collaborative method 
was unusual, since they wrote 
simultaneously, Latsis work- 
ing on Chapter Five, say, in 
longhand on yellow paper. 


while Henissart pounded away 
at Chapter Six, two-fingered, 
on an old Hermes .3,000 
portable typewriter, both fol- 
lowing a rough outline, then 
smoothing out all the plot- 
knots and inconsistencies at 
the end of the book. 

Latsis and Henissart deliv- 
ered an “Emma Lathen” 
roughly every 18 months. By the 
late 1960s other plots and oth- 
er characters were beating at 
their creative door, and they 
transformed themselves again 
into “RJB. Dominic”, whose 
crime-solver was the Democrat 
Congressman Ben Safford, 
from Ohio, his adventures set 
mainly against a Washington 
backcloth. 

Although “Emma Lathen” 
slowed down during the 1980s 
(“Dominic” discontinuing the 
Safford series), a final urbane 
and civilised John Putman 
Thatcher entertainment was 
finished by Latsis and Henissart 
before the former’s death, 
and is due for imminent 
publication. 

-Jock Adrian 


In his youth, the aoiygpes, Bob 
Jones Jar was offered a Holly- 
wood contract. Bat be dedinea, 

convinced God would not be 

best pleased. Instead he went 
into the family business - the 

eponymous Christian universi- 
ty founded by his father in 
1927, to save the children of 

Bible belt fundamentalists from 
the temptations and corruption 
of secular education. 

Jones - “Dr Bob” as he was 
later known - ran the univer- 
sity for four decades, before 
moving in 1971 to the largely 
ceremonial post of Cha n cellor 
and devoting much of his en- 
ergy to preaching. In this so- 
phisticated and “enlightened” 
late 20th century, the institution 

is all too easy to mock. Its cam- 
pus at Greenville, South Car- 
olina, where tobacco, alcohol, 
and television - not to mention 
interracial dating and unseem- ; 
\y displays of affection between 
the sexes - are banned, is 
Fifties America in aspic; a de- 
mure vista of giris in long skirts 
and bobby socks, boys with 
cropped hair, immaculate lawns 
and borders, where all £s 
perfect and nothing quite real. 

In Britain, Bob Jones Uni- 
versity is best known for patting 
the Dr into Dr Ian Paisley, in 
1966, when the Ulster Union- 
ist politician was in jail for civ- 
il disobedience. “Wouldn’tyou 
have given Paul a degree when 
he was in prison 7” he argued 
to his somewhat apprehensive 
board. Later Jones and Paisley 
formed the World Congress of 
Fundamentalists and Jones 
died four days before he was 
.due, in Belfast for, the opening 
of P^ity^newhlrardL- • 

- For Americans, however, 
Jbnes is famous for haying re- 
fused to end his -university's 
ban on interracial dating, after 
the Internal Revenue Service re- 
moved its tax-exempt status in 
1970, on the grounds that it prac- 
tised discrimination. Jones the 
Creationist yielded no ground. 
LiteraDy interpreted he insisted, 
the Bible banned relations be- 
tween couples of different races. 

But the ruling had small im- 
pact on the fortunes of the uni- 
versity, now headed by his 
eldest sou. Bob Jones ILL The 
largest fundamentalist college 
in the United States, it draws 
its 5.000 students from all over 
the country, offering them a 
choice of some 100 courses. 
Every discipline has a strongly 
Christian slant but graduates 
have gone on to Harvard, Yale, 
and the like, highly prized by 
future employers for their 
diligence and sobriety. 

— Rupert ComwdT 


Birthdays 

TODAY: -The Right Rev Michael 
Adie, former Bishop of Guildford, 
68; The Rev Lord Beaumont of 
Whitley, priest and writer, 69; Mr 
Boris Becker, tennis champion, 30; 
Mr John Bird, actor, 61; Mr Jon 
Cleary, novelist, 80*, Mr Ibtn Conti, 
actor and director, 55; Mr Brum 
Dance, Conner Headmaster. St Dun- 
stan's College, Catford, 68: Brigadier 
Hilary Dixon-NnttaU, former 
Ma troo-iii-Cliief and Director, Army 
Nursing Services, 58; Mr Terry 
Gilliam, animator, writer and direc- 
tor, 57; Sir Peter Hall, director of 
plays, fflms and operas, 67; Sir An- 
drew Husky, former Master ofTnn- 
ity College, Cambridge, 80; Mrs 
BOB; Jean King, tennis champion, 54; 
Professor Sir John Enfli, geologist, 
63; Mr Wayne Larkins, cricketer , 44; 
Mr Peter McMaster, former Direc- 
tor General, the Ordnance Survey, 
66; Mr John Newman, trades unioor 
ist, 66; Sir John Owen, High Court 
judge, 72; Mr Robin Reeve, former 
Head Master, King's College School, 
Wimbledon, 63: Mr Gunther 
Schuller, composer, 72 ; Mr Robert 
Vhngbn, actor, 65; Sir Michael V&lk- 
er, fanner diplomat, 81; Mr Nicolas 
Walter, Manager, Rationalist Press 

Association, 63. 


Guide Dogs for the Blind Associa- 
tion, 59: Mr Krzysztof Penderecki, 
composer, 64; Mr Anion Pioot,^ for- 
mer chair man and managing direc- 


FAITH & REASON 


tor. Philips, 68; Lord JProsser, a 
Senator of the College of Justice in 
Scotland, 63; Miss Diana Quick, 
actress, 51; Sir Peter Saunders, the- 
atrical producer, 86; Sir Peter Straw- 
son, philosopher, 78; Professor John 
Tara, former Vice-ChanceDor, Liv- 
erpool University, 63; Mr Nigel 
'Banter, novelist and historian, 88; 
U-Col George West, an Extra 
Equerry to the Queen, 60. 


A dragon the Pope has not slain 


Anniversaries 


TODAY: Births: George Eliot 
(Mary Ann Evans), novelist, 1819; 
Gmraal Charies-Ancbt! MarfeJoseph 
de Gaulle, French president, 1890. 
Deaths: Give Staples Lewis, writer, 
1963; Aldous Leonard Huxley, 
writer, 1963; John Fitzgerald Een- 


The Roman Catholic bishops 
of North and South America 
this week gathered in Rome 
for an unprecedented 
pan-American synod. Some 
Vatican commentators have 
pronounced it the "death knell 
for liberation theology”. Ian 
Linden is not so sure. 


TOMORROW: Professor Colin 
Adaoson-Macedo, engineering and 
higher education consultant, 75; 
VfcfrAdnural SSr Geoffrey Biggs, for- 
mer Deputy Commander and Chief 
of Staff to Commander-ui-Chief 
Fleet, 59; Mr Jerry Bock, composer, 
6ft Mrs Anne Burns, former gliding 

charapkra,82;NfrMaxwdlCanlfidd, 

actor, 38; Mr John Cole, fanner BBC 
television political editor, 70; Mr 
John Coulling, fanner ch airman , 
London Philharmonic Orchestra. 

71; Mr Michael Gough, acJor,®XJvlr 
Shane Gould, swimmer, 42; Stf John 
Hennon, former Chief Constable. 
RUC 6ft, Sir Michael KnigbL chair- 
man, Cobham pk, 65; Sir Dadd lees, 
chairman, GKN and Couitauids, 

6 1; Mr Christopher Logye, wnto-. 71; 

Mr Alan Mullery. footballer, 56; Mr 
Julian CWey, Director-General, ibe 


1963; Anthony Burgess (John An- 
thony Burgess Wilson}, writer, 1993. 
On this day; Vasco da Gama round- 
ed the Cape of Good Hope, 1497; 
Margaret Thatcher resigned as 
Prime Minister; 1990. Today is the 
Feast Day of StCedfia or Gedly and 
Saints Philemon and A ppbia. 
TOMORROW: Births William H. 
Bcmney (Billy the Kid), outlaw. 
1859: Boris Karloff (WHJiam Heniy 
Pratt), actor, 1887. Deaths: Richard 
Hakluyt, geographer 1616; Dr Haw- 
ley Harvey Crippcn, murderer, ate- 
coted 1910. On this day: the Erst 
pillar box was erected (at St Heifer, 
Jereey). 1852; Dr Who was fast 
shown by the BBC, 1963. Tomorrow 
is the Ffeast Day of St Alexander 
Nevsky, prince, St AmphBodifos, St 

Oement L p6pfi, St CoIumbannSj St 

Felicitai, St Gregoty of Girgenti 
and St Thido or tJddcL 


Lectures 

TODAY 

National Portrait Gallery; Jill 
Nolt-Bowr, “Katharine Mansfield: 
her story and stories”, 3pm. 


Liberation theology's obituary has al- 
ready been written by its enemies. 
“The fall of the European gpvernxnental 
systems based on Marxism turned out 
to be a kind of twilight of the gods for 
that theology," the \fetican's doctrinal 
watchdog, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, 
has declared. And the subject barely 
featured in dispatches from the Pope's 
recent visit to Brazil. 

During the 1970s and 1980s it was 
international news. The Committee of 
Santa Fe, a policy group close to Pres- 
ident Reagan, advised in 1980: “US pol- 
icy must begin to counter (not react 
against) liberation theology as it is 
utilised in Latin America by the Titv 
era lion theology’ clergy.” When the 
Catholic head of the CIA, William 
Casey, met with Pope John Paul II to 
talk about Poland, the Latin American 
church was on the agenda. 

In the Cold War context, and in the 
aftermath of Fidel Castro’s guerrilla suc- 


cess in Cuba, the opponents of libera- 
tion theology conducted a propaganda 
campaign to project it as the bastard off- 
spring of Christianity and Marxism, as 
Cbmmunist infiltration of the Church. 
So the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union in the late 1980s, the fall of the 
Berlin Wail and the electoral defeat of 
the San din is ta government in Nicar- 
agua, were together proclaimed as the 
lasL nail in liberation theology’s coffin. 

This at least is the Vatican's autho- 
rised version of history. The dragon is 
slain. The new dragon is religious rel- 
ativism, the idea that the world’s reli- 
gions represent different ways to God, 
and it does not matter much which one 
you choose. 

What really happened is somewhat 
more complicated. Liberation theolo- 
gy grew out of the faith, struggles, 
sufferings and hopes of the poor. The 
Peruvian theologian Gustavo Gutierrez; 
one of its founding fathers, took as 
his starting point the profoundly prac- 
tical missionary question; “How is it pos- 
sible to tell the poor, who are forced 
to live in conditions that embody a 
denial of love, that God loves them?” 
The Christian Gospel had to be about 
changing the world of the poor 
socially, economically and politically. 

The crucible in which this theology 
was forged was the basic Qrristian com- 
munities; rarely more than 2 per cent 
of mass-going Catholics were involved 
in them in Latin American countries, bat 


they were seen as inordinately threat- 
ening. Tbey were no revolutionary cells, 
rather reflection on the scriptures in the 
light of experience was their mainstay. 

By 1986 the fbpe was acknowledg- 
ing to the Brazilian bishops that liber- 
ation theology was “correct and 
necessary”, bur it “must constitute a new 
stage - intimately connected with those 
that have gone before”. Yet he made 
sure none of its advocates were conse- 
crated as bishops. The radical Christ- 
ian commitment expressed in a 
theology of liberation had meanwhile 
become universally known as the “op- 
tion for the poor”. Its spirituality and 
way of doing theology recognising its 
specific context had entered the blood- 
stream of the churches and had spread 
far beyond Latin America. 

Between 1990 and 1992, 710 new 
churches sprung up in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, one of the biggest urban con- 
glomerations in the world; 91 percent 
of them were Pentecostal. Pente- 
costalism, the product of a great mis- 
sionary wave of evangelical religion 
from California, is more plausibly 
presented 3S liberation theology’s 
nemesis. With its championing of in- 
dividual advancement, the virtues of 
sobriety, cleanliness, punctuality and 
loyalty, alongside cathartic forms of 
worship, it offers to insert Christians 
smoothly into the neo-liberal economy 
and arm them spiritually for the 
brutally competitive urban world. 


It is not so much the basic Christ- 
ian communities who have proved vul- 
nerable to this assault but Catho licism- 
as a whole. Neither Liberation theolo- 
gians nor conservative cardinals now 
have much idea bow to hold on to their 
congregations, other than by embrac- 
ing the Fentecostalist style of worship. 

The combination of immediate spiritual 
and emotional satisfaction and the 
longer-term promise of the glittering 
prizes of advanced capitalism are Irre- 
sistible. The cargo stamped “Jesus 
Export USA” is the cult of the future. 

Or is it ? One school of thought 
sees Pentecostalism in Latin America ; 
as halfway house to secularity. First- 
generation rural Catholic, secondr 
generation urban Pentecostal, third- 
generation secular Yuppie. 

Catholicism, as ft has always done 
with its radicals who formed Religious 
Orders, has absorbed liberation theol- 
ogy, not without pain, and has been sig- 
nificantly influenced by it But had the 
Vatican put itsconsiderable weight be- . * 
hind the basic Christian communities 
and supported the liberation theolo- 
gians, rather than working to neu- 
pralise them, Peatecostelcm might not 
nave ;had such an ea^ ride. Like poKtidil' . 

pariies, dhnded Churches cannot object 
to retain their members. - -•? 


is published by CUR, 190a New North 
Road, London N1 7BJ, price £2.50 
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Carlton in the spotlight as media companies move ahead 


MARKET REPORT 


CATHY NEWMAN 


It has not been a good year far 
the media sector, and while at 
certain points Cartoon Com- 
munications has managed to 
outperform its peers, it has 
fafle d to keep pace with the 
FTSE AD Share index. 

So it was hardly surprising 
yesterday that, at long last, 
market-makers began to think 
the stock was looking cheap. 
Merrill Lynch was one broker 
making positive noises, and 
suggesting it was at least 15 per 
cent undervalued when It was 
languishing around the 450p 
mark. Cariton dosed up 20p at 
47Sp, and more than 423 mil- 
lion shares changed hands. 

There may be another rea- 
son for Carlton’s renaissance. 
AnaJj^arc suggesting that the 
company may be prepared to 
announce a share buyback 
when it unveils results shortly. 

As one City watcher pointed 
out yesterday, announcing such 


a move is bound to hit bullscye, 
as even if it was abandoned at 
a later stage, in the short-term 
it would do wonders for 
Carlton’s share price. 

Another observer was less 
receptive to the idea, saying that 
there were far more creative 
uses of cash, especially with the 
onset of digital television next 
year. Carlton owns half of 
British Digital Broadcasting, 
which won the licences to 
broadcast digital terrestrial tele- 
vision earlier this year. Grana- 
da Group owns the other half. 

Granada has for a long time 
been lukewarm on the 
prospects for BDB, but at 
Thursday's results presenta- 
tion the media and leisure 
group was remarkably bullish. 
That may have helped Carlton 
along the way yesterday. 

Carlton was not the only 
Footsie media company to 
move on up yesterday. United 


News & Media dosed up 2lp 
at 75Sp; BSfeyB jumped I4p to 
425p; Ptearson notched up 24p 
to 83Gp and EMI leapt lip to 
50Sp. 

Analysis suggested that, as 
the year draws u> a close, hind 
managers are reassessing the 
sector, and may be switching out 
of over-performers like banks, 
and into underperformers like 
media. 

Financials were nevertheless 
in the money yesterday. Stocks 
with Far Eastern influences 
saw a fair share of activity af- 
ter the Nikkei's gains on Thurs- 
day night. HSBC responded to 
Hong Kong’s 5 per cent surge 
overnight and added 67 p to 
dose at £15.67. 

Meanwhile Standard Char- 
tered, one of the best Footsie 
performers, ended 36p better 
off at 72Sp, encouraged by add 
advice from SBC Warburg. 

Things were not looking so 


ro^ibrAliBedCbflQids.thespe- 
daliiydhcraicalsgn^ which on 
Thursday confirmed market 
rumours that it had had a bid 
approach. However, Allied is- 
sued a statement just minutes 
before close of trading Iasi 
night saying the talks had been 
terminated and the matter was 
now closed. The company 
topped the Footsie 250 failcrs, 
down liSpal 12fip. Dealers are 
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expecting the shares to fall 

again when trading resumes cm 
Monday. 

RJB was another second- 
line casualty, after reported 
warnings from ihe Department 
of Tirade and Industry that 
there would be cutbacks in the 
coal industry. It dropped 7J5p 
to 150p. Stagecoach could not 
get into gear either, after a 
Kleinwort Benson sell note. It 
dosed down 23 Jp at S175p. 

Utility slocks were feeling 
flush, ahead of a stream of 
results next week. Thames Wa- 
ter jumped 40p to 935p; Wes- 
sex ^ Water added 17.5plo507p; 
Iforkshire Water surged 143p 
to 4S4.5p, and United Utilities 
ticked up 24p to 765p. Analysts 
pointed out that defensive, 
non-overseas stocks such as 
utilities continued to be at- 
tractive as loqg as the pound re- 
mained strong. 

Grit Telecom - in the dol- 


drums on Thursday after lou- 
ica’s Call from favour - rallied 

flft pr nr ™™ rTV *i 1 TT pl ansto raise 

£9&3m through a share offer at 
585p. The group ended up 
13.5pat59&5p. 

(3«n ffidicMBfi improved 
by 39p to £23.56 on the bade of 
positive noises from brokers, in 
particular Goldman Sachs. 
Glaxo said yesterday that the 
HU had moved to approve 
ComtHvir, its anti-HIV drug. 

Ladbroke was another 
wanted stock, up 4p to 293p 
after presentations to analysts 
and institutions this week on its 
hotel business. 

Footsie was not only sup- 
ported by the Asian markets 
overnight on Thursday, but 
also by a strong opening yes- 
terday afternoon on Will 
Street The index appears to be 
heading for the 5,000 mark 
again. It dosed up 77 A points 
at a day-high of 4,985.8. 


taking stock 

Gainsborough Group? the 


owns office suites, suspended 

dealings in its shares pending 


next week. The company wffl 

use proceeds from a rights 
issue to fund a new business 
centre. Its shares were 
suspended at 18p- The 
company reported a pre-tax 
loss In the year to the end of 
March of £81*978. 

Ashtead Group, the plant and 
machinery hire company 
shed Up to dose at 175p 
after the Railways Pension 
Funds sold 7JS million 
shares. Ashtead has recently 
been outperforming the 
sector by 40 per cent, so the 
pension fond may have 
decided it was tune to take 
profits. In August, Ashtead 
bought Sheriff Holdings, one 
of its rivals, for £39-4m, 
adding 51 outlets to 
Ash lead’s 153 depot network. 
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Redland in £800m 
tiles sale to repel 
hostile bidder 


RedJand 2s expected to announce 
next week the sale of its majority 
stake in RBB, the European roof 
tiles business, to the subsidiary's 
German family shareholders for 
around £800m* Andrew Yates 
reports on the building group’s 
des pera te at temp t to stave off a 
£l.7bo hostile bid from Lafar g e, 
the French con stru ction giant. 


Redland is believed to be close to 
concluding a deal which will see it sell its 
56-5 per cent in RBB to the Brans fami- 
ly, who already own the minority share- 
holding in the business. It hopes to raise 
at least £800m from the deaL Redland wfli 
then return most of the proceeds to 
shareholders. 

The deal amid be announced before 
next Wednesday, the day by which 
Redland has to publish its final defence 
document aimed at persuading share- 
holders to repel Lafarge's unwanted bid. 

St Gobain. the French budding group 
which has been advised by the NM Roth- 
schild merchant bank, is understood to 
have been interested in acquiring RBB. 
However, after weeks of intense negoti- 
ations, Redland is understood to have 
chosen to side with the German family 
shareholders. 

The mov e could pave the way for a 
complete break up of the troubled British 
budding materials group. Redland is 
already in talks with rivals about selling 
off some or all of its L’S and European 
aggregates businesses. Although these 
talks are at an early stage. Redland is 
thought to be confident that it can 
achieve more disposals. 

Lafarge has made a 320p a share cash 
offer for Redland, which values the com- 
pany at nearly £1.7bn. Redland intends 
to try and convince inv estors in its defence 
document that the proceeds Grom the sale 
of RBB, together with the value of the 
remaining business are worth more than 
the 320p per share on offer. 

However, Redlands move is unlikely 
to signal the end of the bid battle. Some 


analysts estimate that the RBB stake is 
worth more than £lbn. Lafarge is likely 
argue that Redland has sold the business 
cheaply to get a quick sale in order to 
scotch the French group’s takeover. 
Some of the disposal proceeds will also 
be eaten up by the capital gains tax 
Redland will be forced to pay on com- 
pletion of the sale. 

C% observers believe that Lafarge will 
mount a concerted campaign to convince 
Redlaxxfs shareholders to accept a cash- 
in-hand offer rather than wait to receive 
the proceeds of the disposal programme. 
It will be forced to raise its offer, however, 
if it cannot muster enough support to 
block the sale of the RBB stake. Lafarge 
has until 3 December to make a higher 
offer. Shareholders must decide on the 
takeover by 17 December. 

Redland has been forced to break itself 
in the absence of a “white knight’' com- 
ing to its rescue and launching an agreed 
bid. One building analyst said; “Redland 
needed to pull something out of the haL 
After a dreadful performance, the Lafarge 
bid put them up against it. The manage- 
ment simply could not have got away with 
promising jam tomorrow any more.” 

Redland's decision to sell RBB throws 
the future of Robert Napier, the group's 
embattled chief executive, into doubL He 
is understood to have been instrumental 
in negotiating a deal with Helga Bruhn- 
Braas, the Braas family representative 
who resigned from Redland's board to 
concentrate on making a bid for the roof 
tile business. 

However. Mr Napier has presided over 
Redland's share price collapse over the 
last few years and sources suggest he may 
have to step down. 

Redland has been dogged by poor 
European construction markets, partic- 
ularly the alarming slump in the German 
building industry which had enjoyed 
years of rapid expansion. It has also suf- 
fered from the legacy of paying way over 
the odds for the £lbn acquisition of Steet- 
ley, the Midland brickmaker. 

■ Profit warning followed profit warn- 
ing and, before the Lafarge approach, the 
shares fen to a low of 220p, compared to 
a price of 634p in 1994. 



Bike groups 
float runs 
into trouble 
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Beckett to issue January verdict on US bid for Eastern 


Margaret Beckett, the President of the 
Board of Trade, is not expected to deliv- 
er her ruling on the bid by ParifiGorp of 
the US for Eastern, Britain's biggest 
regional electricity company, until next 
January at the earliest. 

The Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission last night sent its report on Parifi- 
Coip's £3.7bn bid for Eastern’s parent 
company. Energy Group, to Mis Beckett. 
She is expected to take at least four to six 
weeks to study the report before deriding 
whether to allow the bid through and, if 
so, oii what conditions. 

The bid was referred to the MMC in 
August by Mis Beckett because of her con- 


cerns over whether it would be possible to 
maintain ad eq uate regulator? control over 
Energy Group once it was in the hands of 
a large overseas utility. 

Her ruling will have important reper- 
cussions for the electricity industry as a 
whole since seven other regional electric- 
ity companies are already under US own- 
ership. It will also give a due as to the 
Government’s attitude towards vertical in- 
tegration in the electricity industry. As well 
as being the country's largest electricity snp- 
plier with 3 milli on customers, Eastern is 
Britain's fourth biggest electricity gener : 
alor with 10 per cent of the market 

ParifiCbrp has argued that the deal 


should he waved through without restric- 
tions because h raises im competition issues. 

However, there is known to have been 
some concern about the funding of the bid 
and the ability of the regulator. Offer, to 
ensure that the UK electricity business is 
properly ring-fenced. The combined busi- 
ness would have debts of some $I2bn 
(£7bn), financed parity through junk bonds. 

Depending on what conditions were im- 
posed, PacrfiCoip could seek-to renegoti- 
ate the price. Some analysis have suggested ’ 
it might hare to pay more. However. Fined _ 
Budanan, PacifiCorps chief e x ec u tive , J . 

argued that the price may have to fall. 

Since the deal was announced in June 


father xedaccdnsnesticbSkbylSperc^ 
over the next two years. 

Energy Group dimes are txafSsgT** 
6365p compared wftfa rise 695.5p that 
PadfiCoip’s trid valued them at in June. ™ 


with a market share of 19per cent; is press- 
ing the Government to be allowed to bay 
a KEC after 

OUS fropi aqi a nng Mid- 

lands Ftenfrfcfty./Al ie$st two .US owned 

I^-Sedx^SSIsMwa^nBkto- 

tririty - are known to be on the market. 

•• -Mkhod tiomsao 


US Justice Department tries to nail Microsoft with e-mail 


STOCK MARKETS 


The US justice 
Department yesterday 
produced new evidence 
in an effort to bolster its 
anti-trust case against 
the computer giant, 
Microsoft. Mary Dejevsky 
m Washington reports 
on progress of the 
lawsuit. 


The new evidence cited by the 
Justice Department is an 
internal Microsoft e-mail dating 
from 1996. It was sent by Jim 
Allchin, a company executive, 


who asked how the company 
could possibly gain a bigger 
market share for its Internet 
Explorer software - the Inter- 
net browser that was then losing 
out to a rival product from 
Netscape Communications. 

Mr Allchin is quoted as 
saying: “My conclusion is that 
we must leverage Windows 
more. Treating IE [Internet 
Explorer] as just an add-on to 
Windows which is cross- 
platform is losing our biggest 
advantage - Windows market 
share.” 

The memo appears to sup- 
port the US government's case 
that Microsoft threatened to 


withhold its products from com- 
puter manufacturers who would 
not incorporate Internet Ex- 
plorer with Windows software. 

The record of the e-mail was 
among new papers filed tty the 
Justice Department with the 
US District Court in Washing- 
ton late on Thursday. The de- 
partment’s anti-trust division 
asked the judge for a quick rul- 
ing that Microsoft broke the 
terms of a two-year old Feder- 
al Court order designed to 
prevent Microsoft’s domination 
of the computer software mar- 
ket becoming a monopoly. 

Mark Murray, a Microsoft 
spokesman, said be had not yet 


UBS reveals how it lost 
£ 90 m in ‘one-off’ error 


Jnlon Bank of 
Switzerland yesterday 
pelt out how it tost 
I most £100m hi equity 
[erivatives trading, 
fige/ Cope, City 
torrespooderit, reports 
n a trading debacle 
hat has already claimed 
jur scalps this week. 

IBS revealed for the fast time 

ssterday the extent of the losses 
iffered in its equity derivatives 
nqnesi. li said the losses in the 
ret half of this year were 
F&00m (£90m), but added 
jat the incident was a “one off”. 

Bonadurer, head 
’ s trading and sales and 


‘I am very confident this was 
a one-off event Our controlling 
structure is very good.” Mr 
Bp pndtir er said the losses in the 
first half were caused tty valu- 
ation adjustments due to a 
change in UK tax laws and by 
a “calculation error” in one of 

its options paring models that 
led to increased hedging costs. 

UBS had left markets guess- 


half report to shareholders said 


equity derivatives turned in an 
“ unsatisfactory performance" 
but failed to quantify the 
problem. 

The bank said it was mov- 
ing to lessen the chances of any 
repeat of the affair by central- 
ising proprietary trading in 
equities. 

The derivatives losses have 
c laim ed the jobs of three 
traders at the tank's New Yoric 
office. In addition, Hans-Peter 
Bauer, the bank’s bead of feed 
income, currencies and deriv- 
atives. has replaced Ramy 
Goldstein in charge of the 
London derivatives operation. 

The scant details yesterday 

came as UBS announced an up- 
beat forecast for its fulltyear 
performance but disappointed 
investors by falling to ann o u nc e 
a tong-rumoured “blockbuster" 
take over deaL 

Speaking at the bank's an- 
nual autumn conference, 
Mathis CabiaUaretta, chiefex- 

ecutive, said the bank had been 

frustrated in its bid for a big 
takeover in asset management 
and private banking services. 
-The time was not rigfa for the 
major acquisition which maqy 
people expected,” he said- He 
added that UBS had studied a 
range of opportunities incliid- 


reviewed the latest evidence 
supplied by the Justice De- 
partment, but implied that it 
had misinterpreted the e-maH. 
The communication proved 
only that an executive had 
made a proposal It did not 
prove that using the leverage of 
Windows to squeeze out other 
Internet browsers had been 
even considered, let alone 
made company policy. 

In its latest filing, the Justice 
Department also took issue with 
Microsoft’s earlier defence. 
Soon after receiving notice that 
it was being sued for breaching 
the terms of a 1995 court order, 
Microsoft insisted that the court 


order specifically allowed it to 
develop “integrated software” - 
software that would be incor- 
porated into computers before 
sale to make up a complete haid- 
warc/software package. 

Tire new government papers 
accuse Microsoft of using the 
court order retrospectively. 
‘The basic fallacy in Microsoft's 
position,” it says, “is that ft con- 
fuses ... the court order’s pro- 
hibition on coercive marketing 
practices with the assurance of 
the proviso that Microsoft will 
be free to develop new, inte- 
grated products." 

In other words. Microsoft 
was free to develop new 


software integrated into and 
sold with its Windows pro- 
gramme, but this did not in- 
clude the browser. Microsoft 
says that it did. 

For the US government, 
the suit against Microsoft is a 
crucial test of its power to 
enforce regulation. It is a 
pioneering attempt to preserve 
an element of competition in 
the multi-billion dollar new 
technology market, where 
Microsoft Windows has, in 
effect, become the world 
standard and any company 
supplying another system finds 
it hard to gain even a toehold 
in the market. 


Cider makers’ directors pressed for time 


ing Scudder Stevens & Clark, 
the US asset manager snapped 
up by insurer Zurich Group in 
June. But it had decided not to 
pursue airy of them. 

Analysts said the comments 
could be interpreted as saying 
that UBS had abandoned, for 
now, ambitions of a big deaL 

The bank, however, yester- 
day did announce a smaller deal 
to buy Alfi Gestion, the Bench 
-asset manager, for Ft358m 
(£36_5m). Alfi Gestion- has 80 
staff and manages assets of 
around Fr30bn. 

The size of the deal disap- 
pointed analysts who had been 
hoping for a statement on the 
Liechtenstein-based LGT which 
has said it is sdling as global as- 
set management business, with 
$ 65 bu in client funds, in order 

to concentrate on private bank- 
ing. “We had expected some- 
thing on LOT and there was all 
this talk of Merrill Lynch and 
they go and buy a French bou- 
tique,” one trader sakL 

Mr Cablailaverta said that 
trading results in the first nine 
months were 8 percent higher 
than last year. He forecast that 
UBS would post net profits of 
around SFr3 Jbn for the fall 

yeat That would compare with 
a SR348m loss last year. 


Menydown, the troubled cider 
group, has been forced to delay 
the announcement of its finan- 
cial results due to an embar- 
rassing administrative error. 

The company had informed 
the Stock Exchange that it 
planned to announce its inter- 
im results for the six months to 
30 September on Monday. 
Ludgate, the group’s City pub- 
licrriatioos advisers, also sent 
letter to analysts and journal- 
ists invith^; them to briefings on 
the same date. 

However, the group’s di- 
rectors, including Richard 
JPurdey, chairman, Paul Mill- 
man, managing director, and 
Mike Dinnis, finance director, 
had failed to check their diaries 
and realised they could not all 


attend the meetings on that day. 

There were red faces all 
round yesterday as Menydown 
was forced to announce to the 
Stock Exchange that it would 
not unveil its figures until the 
following week on 2 December. 

Mr Purdey said: “It was a 
cock up with our diaries on the 
day.” A spokeswoman for the 
group from Ludgpte added: 
“There is nothing sinister going 
on.” 

The mistake could not have 
come at a worse time for 
Menydown, which has been 
rocked by falling sales of the 
controversial Two Dogs lemon- 
ade in the wake of a public out- 
cry against alcopops and 

intense competition from other 
cider groups. 


Merry dawn’s shares closed 
at a 15-year low yesterday, 
falling Ip to 50p. The share 
price has plummeted from 
112^>p earlier this year and 
more than 400p in the early 
1990s. 

A drinks analyst said: “It has 
been a catalogue of disasters at 
Menydown and this will not 
help their cause.” 

And one industry observer 
quipped: “This lot would have 
trouble pressing their trousers 
let alone pressing apples.” 

Menydown has embarked 
on a management shake-out as 
pan of a £1 .5m cost cutting pro- 
gram announced this summer 
designed to restore its fla gging 
fortunes. 

-Andrew Yates 


Penny share seller fined a record £350,000 


City regulators yesterday dealt 
out a record fine for a company 
e ng aged in selling penny stares. 
It is the fourth substantial fine 
for financial advisers selling 
stocks with low share prices. 

In one of its last acts as a 
working regulator, Fhnbra, 
which regulated independent fi- 
nancial advisers until July 1994. 
levied a fee of £350.000 against 
London Corporate Securities of 
82 Great Eastern Street, London. 


The firm, which has never 
been registered to do business 
under the current regulator, 
the Personal Inve stm e n t Au- 
thority, was also ordered to 
pay costs of £69,175. 

Fimbra said the firm had 
sold penny shares without area- 
son to think its clients would 
benefit from buying the shares. 
It fa il e d to find out basic in- 
formation about its clients, 
failed to explain the risks of buy- 



ing penny shares and failed - to 
supervise its staff. 

Since April two other firms 
dealing in penny shares -Baric 
Equity Services of Tin bridge 
Wells and City Equities of Lon- 
don - have each been fated 
£250000. 

London-based Danesfield 
securities was fined £75,000 
last month by Embra, which was 
formally de-recognised last 
week. 
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A Governess for the Old Lady? Surely not! 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY 
THE NEXT 

governor 

OF THE BANK 
OF ENGLAND 
MIGHT BE 
A WOMAN 


Here’s an intriguing possibility. The next 
Governor of the Bank of England will be 
a woman. IVc no inside track on this but 
I do know that the idea is regarded os an 
appealing one by Treasury ministers, 
including the Chancellor. For the time 
being, the race for the Governorship is still 
wide open. Eddie George, the present in- 
cumbeiu, has won plenty of backing for his 
campaign for a second term, but his posi- 
tion is still far from assured. 

The possibility. Coated in the summer, 
that he might be given an extra hnif term 
of two to three years when his contract ex- 
pires in July, as a compromise solution be- 
tween the case for continuity and the case 
for change, seems to have gone away, and 
it’s now all or nothing. What does seem 
dear is that the undisputed success of the 
Government's decision to grant limited in- 
dependence to the Bank of England has 
made the task of selling the case for 
change, if that's what the Chancellor 
wants to do, that much easier than it was 
six months ago. 

The new Government desperately 
needed Eddie George when it swept into 
power, despite the overwhelming size of 
its majority. Eddie could provide continuity 
and assurance to markets in a way that the 
comparatively unknown Gordon Brown 
could not. 

Mr Brown had said a lot of reassuring 
things while in opposition, but what would 


be do in power? We now know ihc answer 
to that question and it is that he’s made of 
rather sterner stuff than his predecessor, 
Kenneth Clarke. Mr Brown no longer has 
a problem with the markets. His need for 
Eddie George is therefore diminished. 

Furthermore, the Chancellor’s need for 
continuity is also now much reduced. The 
Bank's position and role in the economy 
has been so profoundly changed over the 
last six months that it might now be a 
positive advantage to change the skipper 
as well. Responsibility for banking super- 
vision has been handed to the Financial 
Services Authority, so that traditionally vtny 
large part of the Governor's job, which can 
be broadly described as playing God in the 
City, has gone. 

Giving the Bank of England control over 
interest rate decisions has worked in 
exactly the way intended. Since the elec- 
tion, interest rales have gone up five 
times, or 125 per cent in total, but the 
Chancellor h:ts had to make only one of 
these decisions, the Erst. Blame for an un- 
popular but necessary policy is thus de- 
flected on to the Bonk, and the Chancellor 
appears, if not quite the warm and cuddly 
person he might like to he seen as, certainly 
unblemished by it all. 

There have been one or two muttcrings 
from Old Labour, expressed unattrihutabfy 
through the columns of The Guardian, 
about the idiocy of ceding political control 


of monetary policy, but an the whole, evay- 
one’s happy. Take away responsibility for 
difficult decisions freon mmisiers and place 
it with a group of experts and nobody com- 
plains too much, seems to the lesson. 

So the Chancellor could, if he wanted, 
now accomplish a change of Governor with- 
out upsetting the forces of intcmalioaal and 

domestic capital - assuming he appoints 
somebody suitable, that is. 

As always, there is another side to the 
argument The case for keeping Eddie 
George is this. If Gordon Brawn gets his 
way, there will be a referendum soon after 
the next election to take us into the single 
European currency. Mr George is already 
known, well liked and respected in the club- 
bable world of European central bankets, 
and would mak e an obvious choice for the 
task of defending Britain's corner in prepa- 
rations for the new European Central Bank 
while our formal position remains cm 
hold By the time Britain gets its automatic 
position as a member of EMU on the court 
nf the ECB and its inner executive com- 
mittee, Mr George's second term would 
have expired. 

So which is it to be? lake the money 
or open the box? By inclination, the Gov- 
ernment would lend towards ghanga. It is 
easy to forget that Mr Brown still has a po- 
litical constituency to play to, as well as the 
capital markets. Fbr evidence of these very 
different audiences, just look at the way the 


&cny about changes in the constituency of 

the Court of the Bank of England played 

in Rational newspapers this Week. 

Because of the way contracts are ex- 
piring and the creation of new non exeo- 
utrvp positions on the Court, the Chancellor 

will have seven appointments to make this 

spring. This was 1 written up in The Guardian 
as a grand plan from the Cbanoellcr to padc 
the Court with his own people. If you are 
a Guardian reader, this must have seemed 
like a Highly satisfactory outcome. Hade 
unionists, women, and regional represen- 
tatives, will all get guaranteed positions on 
the Court. 

The next d ay, the same story was writ- 
ten up m The Daily THegraph with an en- 
tirely different spin. The Telegraph reported 
that the Chancellor intended to reappoint 
all Court members whose contracts did not 
expire, in order to provide continuity. The 
effect of this will be that three-quarters of 
the existing Court survive. If you are a 
Telegraph reader, this must haw seemed 
an equally satisfactory outcome. Both 
versons of the story are correct. Mr 
Brown accomplishes change and continu- 
ity, all at the same time. 

The decision on the governorship is ob- 
viously a tougher call, but my guess is that 
the Chancellor will want to try the same 
trick. He'll want to play to the galleiy by 
cha nging the governor, and he’ll attempt 
to play to the City by making the choice 


someone obviously acceptable. It «s 
important to get the decision right because 
even after we join the single currency, this 
is going to remain a highly influential 

position. . . 

The governor will be Britain s repre- 
sentative on the ECB, where he/sfae will be 
an entirely free agent Moreover, because 
of the a tv’s position as Europe’s leading 
financial centre, the Bank of England ought 
to rise above that of other agency central 
banks to a status of real importance in 
monitoring and providing financial stabil- 
ity in capital markets. 

Appointing a woman might achieve the 
double purpose of establishing the Chan- 
cellor's “right on" credentials and clearing 
out a few dusty old Bank of E nglan d cob- 

wd» an at the same time. Who might square 

this circle? Tfoo obvious candidates - 
Baroness Hogg, a former head of the 
Number 10 Policy Unit under John Major, 
and Ruth Lea, chief economist at the 
Institute of Directors - are probably both 
too much Tory grandees and Eurosceptic 
to be considered. Carol Galley, chief ex- 
ecutive of Mercury Asset Management, 
may be too associated with City fat cattery 
to be acceptable, even if she wanted to do 
it And Rachel Lomax, Permanent Sec- 
retary at the Welsh Office, has already 
turned down an offer of one of the deputy 
governorships. Who knows? Eddie may end 
up whh the prize after all, if only by default. 


Korea swallows 
its pride and asks 
IMF for help 


V * 


South Korea bit the 
bullet yesterday, and 
appealed to the 
International Monetary 
Fund for an emergency 
loan to end its financial 
crisis. The prospect of 
an international rescue 
package -the third in 
Asia this year- boosted 
the regioni financial ; 
markets. 

Richard Lloyd Parry In 
Tokyo and Diane Coyk in 
London weigh up the 
IMF'S chances of ending 
the Asian turmoil. 


The Seoul stock exchange 
suiged by 3.6 per cent and the 
Korean won, which has lost 
more than 20 per cent of its 
value since the beginning of the 
year, strengthened from 1 139 
"to 1065 against the dollar after 
a junior finance minis ter an- 
nounced that the government 
had finally decided to seek 
financial support from the IME 
South Korea has requested 
$2Gbn (£12bn) in the form of 
a stand-by credit 

Tim Chang Yuel, the newly 
appointed minis ter of finance 
and economy, said; “The IMF 
loan is riot a bail-out loan. It’s 
a stand-by credit It is backing 
up the liquidity shortage. An 
IMF loan has the advantage of 
s tabilising the market quickly." 
~ After a meeting in Seoul 
with Stanley Fischer, deputy di- 
rector of the IMF, Mr tim said 
that- the amount would be 
enough to resolve the “diffi- 
culties” In the foreign exchange 
Htiuket But financial market 
analysts were sceptical, as th e 
country’s short-term foreign 


Foreign Exchange Rates 


currency debt is thought to 
amount to around $70bn with 
perhaps $20bn-$30bn falling 
due before the end of tins year. 

South Korea's difficulties 
have become critical in the last 
few days, as the phiqge in its cur- 
rency, coming after an extend- 
ed economic slowdown, has 
raised anxieties among interna- 
tional banks about the ability of 
Korean companies to pay their 
debts. Banks in Japan, which 
have already begun failing un- 
der the weight of bad loans, have 
become particularly reluctant to 
extend credit to Korea. 

When similar currency crises 
hit Thailand and Indonesia 
over the summer, they received 
loans from the IMF, other in- 
ternational institutions and for- 
eign governments, including 
Japan. The IMF has put up 
$3.9bn of a $172bn loans pack- 
age for Thailand and $10bn of 
a $40bn package for Indonesia. 

The loans will be drawn as 
needed by the authorities in 
each country to meet the cred- 
it needs of the domestic bank- 
ing system. But assistance bas 
been made conditional on 
tough economic austerity pro- 
grammes and on restructuring 
the ailing h ankin g system. 

Although no details of the 
t«rms of the IMF “conditional- 
ity" in Korea's case have been re- 
leased, it will be a more 
complicated deal because of the 
scale of the problem and the po- 
litical sensitivities of the Koreans. 
As the world’s eleventh biggest 
economy, Seoul’s problems 
dwarf those of the South-east 
Asian countries where the cur- 
rency contagion first incubated 
in the early summer. 

The government’s secrecy 
makes the extent rrf its problems 
difficult to judge, but it seems 
likely that the IMF will even- 


tually be called upon to organise 
its biggest rescue package ever. 
The Mexican rescue package in 
1995 amounted to a stand-by 
credit of $50bn. although it was 
not fully drawn down. 

Some estimates of Korea’s 
needs range as high as SlOObn. 
almost twice the combined 
amount bestowed upon 
Thailand and Indonesia, and 
even the least alarmist reckon 
some $40bn will be necessary 
to reassure the markets. 

Ibis is deeply unpalatable to 
many Koreans, who pride 
themselves on their forced 
march from division and civil 
war in Lhe 1950s to the top ranks 
of the industrialised nations. A 
year ago, the country was ad- 
mitted to the Organisation of 
Economic Co-operation and 
Development, the “rich na- 
tions’ dub” based in Paris. 

As a newly developed 
nation, Korea is not automati- 
cally entitled to the same kind 
of loans as Indonesia and, until 
a few days ago, Korean officials 
were baugbtily dismissing the 
very idea of relying on interna- 
tional charity as unthinkable. 

They would prefer to receive 
help from individual govern- 
ments, and the last few days have 
seen an intensive, and unsuc- 
cessful, behind-the-scenes effort 
to lobby the US and Japan. Both 
countries, along with Australia, 
insist that they will co-operate 
only as part of an IMF-led effbrL 

The problem for the 
Korean government is that the 
IMF's stringent conditions will 
prove domestically unpopular. 
“When the IMF regime comes 
into place, bankruptcies of 
weak South Korean companies 
wfll become the daily event," 
said Lee Seung Yong, an ana- 
lyst at Shinban Securities in 
Seoul yesterday. 


Who win be in EMU? The financial markets' view 

closer fitter cnantriw gat to fee tested bas&IinB (Germany) 
the Biro llteiy tiny are to join emu. 
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TOWARDS EMU: B the Bne moves towards the Gannan base line It moans 
investors no longer require such a hiQh premium (or holding that country's hands 
compared to German ones, because they are confident the currency wail 
devalue ag^nst the mark. In ottrc words, they think that countiy will be locted Mo 
a single currency with Germany n 10 years' time. 

AWAY FROM EMU: However, H they think thscourtrywnl be in affU.thatttwfl 
have higher ^flatten, and that there b a risk erf a future devaluation against the 
rrark. then they vrifl demand an extra premium for hoftfmg that counby’s bonds, so 
the b»wfl move away from the base. - 


When will EMU start? The City Analysts’ View. 

The Independent asked analysts from; 

Nfldn Europe, Palm Webber, ABN Amro, JP Morgu, Untsdn Morgae GraefeB 
Satoman Brothers, Goldman Sachs. HSBC James Capd, UBS 
what probubaty they placed on EMU soling on tens. 


Protabfflty EMU starts on ttne: 

83% 

(83% last week) 

Prababaty EMU Is datayatk 

15% 

(15% last week) 

Prababity EMU never happens: 

2% 

(2% last week) 


EMU still 
on course 
for 1999 


With the attention of the mar- 
kets distracted by developments 
in the Ihr East, Thebrdepoident 's 
panel of experts said European 
monetary union remained firm- 
ly on couse to meet its start date 
of 1 January 1999. 

The experts said little news 
of any si gnifican ce hod hap- 
pened in Europe this week to 
cause any concerns about 
EMU's tim in g, and also de- 
scribed as predictable the com- 
ments made yesterday by Lord 
Simon that the UK could join 
from 2002. 

Lord Simon, former chair- 
man of British Petroleum who 
was appointed by the Govern- 
ment as minister for Euro- 
pean competitiveness, said 
there was no realistic chance of 
Britain joining monetary union 
before the end of the current 
parliament 

He said the business com- 
munity should still prepare 
now for a single currency and 
be ready for the UK to join 
early in the next parliament 

Michael Lewis, economist ar 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, said: 
“We don’t feel Lord Simon has 
actually stud anything different 
to the Government’s position. 
They are still saying not in the 
lifetime of this parliament” 

-Andrew Verity 


Colt Telecom raises £l90m for expansion 


The fast growing business tele- 
coms operator, Colt Iblecom, 
yesterday raised a further 
£190m to finance the expansion 
of its network into five more 
cities on the Continent 

Colt which began opera- 
tions in London four years 
ago, is raising £98m by way of 
a secondary share offering and 
£90m through two further debt 
issues. This brings total fund- 
ing since 1993 to £400m. 

The company is currently 
providing local telecoms sendees 


in London, Frankfort, Hamburg, 
Munich and Paris through dig- 
ital fibre-optic networks. The ex- 
pansion will lake it into Brussels, 
Zurich, Milan and two other 
cities chosen from Dusseldorf, 
Stuttgart or Amsterdam. 

Colt specialises in business- 
to-busness telecoms, targeting 
the high-value end of the mar- 
ket, such as high bandwidth 
video, data and Internet trans- 
mission. The business was 
founded by the giant US mu- 
tual fund group. Fidelity, which 


began a similar operation in the 
North American market in the 
late 1980s and then decided to 
export the concept to Europe. 

Colt now has 1,000 cus- 
tomers including Reuters, The 
London Stock Exchange, the 
Royal Mafl, Siemens, Dresdner 
Bank and Deutsche Bank. 

The new shares are being is- 
sued at 585p compared with last 
night's dosing price of 59&5p 
and will give Cc5t a market cap- 
italisation of about £600m. 

-Michael Harrison 


Job cuts follow merger of 
Maid and Knight-Ridder 

Dialog Corporation, the company formed by the £285m 
merger of Maid and Knight-Ridder Information, is to cut 
340 jobs just a few weeks after completing the deal Dialog 
said the combined workforce of the company would fell by 
24 per cent to 1,060 across all areas of the former KR1 and 
Maid businesses. 

Dan Wagner, who heads the group, said be was 
“comfortable” that the restructuring had achieved the ma- 
jority of the first round of projected merger cost savings. The 
first stage would secure just over £30m of savings and the 
second stage will add a further £5m-£7m of efficiencies in 
the next few years. 

French store bid off 

Promodes, the French supermarket group, has derided to 
cancel its takeover bid for Rallye, its rival after it failed to 
win a majority stake. Promodes tod reserved the right to with- 
draw its bid if acceptance was less than 50.1 per cent, it said. 
Promodes* bid was accepted by holders of just 1055 per cent 
of Rallye’s capital. Promodes launched the bid for Rallye on 
1 September, at the same lime as its bid frir Casino. It was 
offering Fr420 for Rallye ordinary shares and Fr470.40 for 
its convertible bonds. 

Johnson Fry sounds warning 

Johnson Fry Holdings, the financial services group, warned 
yesterday that its results for the year to 31 December were 
likely to fall significantly below market expectations and Drill 
result in a substantial loss before exceptional items fbr the 
year. The stores plunged by 31 5p to 85p. The loss wfll re- 
sult mainly from poor sales and margins, particularly in the 
second half of the year, from the financial products division, 
which has now been dosed, as well as the write-off of £800,000 
of capitalised expenditure on software development, the com- 
pany said. It added that barring unforeseen circumstances, 
it would pay an unchanged final dividend of 2p per share. 

Osborne & Little trade slow 

Osborne & Little, the fabrics and waD coverings group issued 
a warning yesterday saying that trade in the UK tod slowed 
in the early weeks of its second half However, the group said 
it did not expect the slowdown to materially affect the group’s 
profits for the full year. First half profits increased by 9 per 
cent to £2.2m. 

Standard buys stake 

Standard Chartered yesterday succeeded in buying a 67 per 
cent stake of Banco Exterior de los Andes y de Espana, the 
regional South American bank, for about $164m (£97m) in 
an auction. Extebandes shareholders include state banks from 
Spain, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia. Venezuela’s pri- 
vatisation body, the Venezuelan Investment Fund, did not 
sell its 32.7 per cent stake in the bank. “We’re keeping that 
as an investment,” one of the fund’s officials said. The base 
price fbr the auction of the 67 per cent stake, in which Banque 
Nationale de Paris also bid, was $170m for the whole bank. 
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Save up to £75 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday are 
giving you the opportunity to experience the opera. 

In association with The Royal Opera we are offer- 
ing you 2 tickets for the price of I to the Autumn 
and Winter 1997/98 season. You can choose to see 

any of three productions - The Merry Widow, The 

Barber of Seville and Paul Bunyan all showing at 
the Shaftesbury Theatre. 

How to Qualify , 

For each 2 for 1 ticket application simply collect 3 tokens from 
the Independent and Independent on Sunday (tokens w ‘Ube 
printed every day until Friday 2S November) ^elephone The 
Royal Opera House box office on either 0171 304 4000 or 0171 
379 5399{ lines are (men between 1 Oam and 7 pm)iden toying you*" 
self as an Independent reader. If paying by credit card you*® 
be asked to hand in your tokens when you eoUeci^txr tidcete. 

If paying by cheque please enclose your three tokens (7°^ 
be advised of the address when booking). You may apply twice 
for the offer, collecting 3 tokens per application. 


The Royal Opera 


j * 


The Merry WkloW ^v : 

Offer available 31 December I 2 3S 6?J 9 10 January 
Ticket prices: £65, £58, £56; £^£M-< 

' .'■>/?! ’ 

Like The Barber of Seville, The Merry Widow is a first Most op- 
erettas are about sex and money, but few as provocatively as Lebart. 
The story takes place in embassy cades in turn of the century Paris. 
It discusses the affairs of a romantic little princedom fit to rival 
Rudolf Rassendyf’s Rmitania in The Prisoner of Zenda (book and - 
operetta are near contemporaries). Its music is awasb with gor- 
geous tunes - and wonderful dances - evoking middle-Eoropean 
folklore, written with the skill of a Richard Strauss or Puccini (more 
contemporaries). The very word ‘operetta’ means escapism - usu- 
ally. . • :• 

But what’s best about the Widow is its realism. Its heroine has 
been married before for all the worst reasons - on the rebound 
from an unhappy affair, and for money. Its hero met the heroine 
before and rejected her for all the worst reasons - family pres- 
sure, and money - and then went off on a seriously naughty ben- . 
der in Paris. He loves her, but can’t bring himself to say iL 
Meanwhile, everyone else in sight is bending over backwards to 
be unfaithful. It’s realistic, it's funny and it’s sad. This perfect the- 
atrical combination gave Lehar a monster hit in Vienna, Paris, 
London and New York. 

The Barber of Seville 


< 


m 
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Paul Bunyan 

Offer available 10 II 13 15 17 December 

Prices £48 JO, £39, £36, £32, £18 JO 

P.,,,, BuflVan is an American folk hero of gigantic height who 
SJJL theereatest lumbeijack in history, or so legend says. Ms 
SSes, andtofights, created geographical wonders like the 
tJwon and foe Rockies. These tall stones about a new 
to two young Englishmen in «dle in wartime 
W. K Auden. 

America 0 I. PTimTeS ^re an allegory of the development of 

on^r days. Auden loved both 

^S^iSre’sPmspero and the Christian God. His Bunyan (who 
ShakKpeare^^^^) of with a touch of Moses 

spe8kSb - 1 ^^Koomedy too, as Auden writes roles for 
Us,bi<yclinsboysand tndturn Swedish log- 
gers- ■ A-. ope ra for Britten, but it’s no early 

paulBonyan w^ of Auden’s witty verse and 

work. The m .^^!fjorlcfor^ You hear an American blue; 
Bunyan’smulU^^^^^ 1{alian opera and G & S. 
alongside chorus. And foe central battle be- 

There’s a stirring™® (the brains of Bunyan s camp) 

tween clearly looks forward to 

and foreman HdHc * in foe future, 
peter Grimes -just lour 


The Merry Widow 


Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Offer available on 7 10 12 M February 
Ticket prices: £75, £66, £62, £57, £33. 

The Barber of Seville is foe first modern comic opera. Rossini 
was foe star composer of an era when opera moved oat of aris- 
tocratic circles into boulevard theatres. His comic skill was praised 
by Beethoven and imitated by Schubert . He believed his audi- 
ences would laugh at what they could recognise. He chose a hit 
French play by Beaumarchais, a controversial writer whose work 
had scandalised the old order in France before foe Revolution. 

In this play, foe professional classes and the young outsmart 
the aristocracy and the old. Rossini, kept the play's title, plot, scenes 
and sharpest lines. Unusual - because comic operas often sweet- 
en their subject beyond recognition. Rossini avoided this cliche. 
He has foe cunning young girl, the greedy old lecher who wants 
to many her, foe wily servant with foe keys to the house and the 
‘poor’ young man hanging around who’s really a prince. They’re 
classic characters from commedia dell 1 arte who have been 
around from Shakespeare to television sitcom. Rossnfs music, 
defines all of them without caricature and makes them available 
to any age. 

Terms and Conditions 

Th qualify for the offer applicants mna collect three v 1 “ 

differently numbered tokens. IbfccRS arc pubCsbcd TME INindDEMriEklT 
cvciy day between November 22 and November 28. THE INDEPENDENT 
Only the tokens primed in The Independent and In- 
dependent Oo Sunday an: valid. Photocopies or any ' * ' 

other reproductions will not be accepted. The offer 
is Tor 2 tickets tor the price of \ Tor each application. I 

Eads set of three tokens collected allows yon m lake TAnfM 

advantage of the 2 for 1 offer. The liree ticket may 1 

only havo a value equal to or lets than the purchased I 

ticket. This offer is only valid for the three prodtie- M 

tions mentioned above- The Royal Opera House 
standard terms and conditions of purchase apply to 

this Offer. The Offer is subject lo availability. No flW 

cash alierrnlivcs will be accepted. The promoters are Tbc Royal Open 

The Independent and The Royal Opera House. 
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Dividing Hiwr the Danube separates Budapest’s two halves, with the Westminsteresque parliament buittfing on the Pest side serving as something of a monument to the grand days of die Austro-Hungarian empire Photographs: G Hdfier/RHPL 


Slicing through the city of cakes 


Budapest is steeped in tum-of-the- 
centuiy ambience and populated by 
stout citizens. Yet it does not demand 
heavy-duty sightseeing. Cathy Packe 
plunges into a city plump with nostalgia. 

Thanks to the efforts of Johann Strauss and his 
family, the Danube has always been associated 
with Vienna. Strange, this, since there the river 
is little more than a broad, murky stream trick- 
ling thmngh an outer suburb. Yet in Budapest 
it defines and divides the city, link i n g this geo- 

graphicalcentre'of Europe with east and west. 
Unlike the other great Habsbmg cities ofVi- 

airra and Prague, Budapest is not a place where 

there is any real need for serious sightseeing; 
modi of the considerable charm of the aty is 

m its atmosphere. Ycm can seemost of the mam 

hufldinffi from the river, and this is the best way 
to get acquainted with the layout of the city. 

'Boats leave regularly from Vigado square, an 
the Pest side of the river between the Cham and 
Elizabeth bridges-AIthougb a timetable of sorts 
OTSts. they seem to operate on a shuttle basis: 
when a boat is foil it sets off; and anothCT one 


appears, to take the rem ainin g 

■seeing trips, wbidi gP up the river and back again, 

never leaving the city Ihnits, take aboul 

arid a half but if you have the tune, a far more 

raiding trip -and better value 

to' jpriorfh as for as Szentendre or 

Astheboatheadsthrougfa 

the m ain' landmarks on the ?° ,„„ nrfnir 


ritonumentton 
garian empire. 




now housing the National UtaV>^ the Mat 
u. Tnuseuma Nat along, the Mat 


^^HuDgarian king from the 
seme rf^Troyal 


of Gellert Hffl. A kind of dual-puqxwe memori- 


garys wartime dictator; but subsequent eyents 
rniwftri it to be altered during the construction 
process to become a memorial to the Red Army. 

Slightly lower down the same hill is the 
Gellert memorial, a statue of the lOth-centuiy 
priest who was created a bishop by thefirstHun- 
gaiian king, Stephen. After the death of the king, 
there was a rebellion against Gdlert, and he was 
pushed over the hilltop; perhaps, if he had 
chosen to live on the flatter side of the river, 
history might have turned out differently: Nev- 
ertheless his statue still stands overlooking the 
city, holding a cross to protect the citizens of 
Budapest from further ill fortune, 1 

Boflt into the hill itself is a chapel where an- 
cient and modern meet A labyrinth of small 
chapels known as the Cave Church was origi- 
nally home to Hungary’s only monastic order. 
At midnight on Easter Monday, 1951, it was 

stormed by the secret police; many of die wor- 
shippers were imprisoned, and the priest was 
murdered. It reopened in 19S9. 

The dtyfc many bathhouses continued to fonc- 
tian through the communist era. They are fed 

RO UND FOR BUDAPEST 

Getting there 

British Airways (0345 222111) and Malev 
(0171-439 0577) each operates two daily 
fligh ts between London Heathrow and Bu- 

® — ■ . f < hw mi 


Uoiaaiu auviw-w- » x , 

is £209.20, and £20 more on British Airways. 

Accommodation . 

Cathv Phcke paid £180 for a three-night pack- 
aged the Gdfat Hotel (00 36 1 185 2200), 
n^imWng breakfasts and one dinner. 

Getting around ... . 

The Budapest Card offers unlimited public 


by some of the 100-odd thermal springs in Buda. 
The most famous - and oertainly the most in- 
- teresting architecturally - are those at the Art 
Nouveau Gellert Hotel, on the Buda side of Lib- 
erty Bridge. The baths are a legacy of the Ot- 
toman occupation in the 16th and 17th centuries, 
when the Moslems had to obey strict rules of 
cleanliness before going to prayers. 

Hiking a bath here today is a complicated mat- 
ter, and the ritual is confusing since there are no 
instructions to help you - not even in Hungar- 
ian. Meanwhile, the staff lack the charm of their 
surroundings. If you are lucky you may be allo- 
cated a locker, and you will be given a sort of min-, 
uscule apron to wear, this is, apparently, intended 
to preserve your modesty, but it would hardly cov- 
er the most sylph-like of bathers - which, it has 
to be said, most of the locals are not. Its main 
practical purpose seems to be to stop your but- 
tocks getting sconhed on the searingly hot wood- 
en benches of the three, ever-hotter saunas. 

When, you can stand the discomfort no more 
you head for the shower to have a thorough wash 
(bringyour own soap) before soaking for a while 
in the warm mineral pools. 

The next torture is the steam room, where 


transport, free admission to 55 mnseums and 
reductions for the airport minibus and therm- 
al baths. It costs around £8 for two days, £10 
for three. The best tram journey is route two, 
which rattles along from the market, along- 
side the Danube, to the parliament building. 
More information 

Cafl the Hungarian National Tburist Office in 
the UK (0891 171200), if you don’t mind pay- 
ing 50p per minute. Or wait until you get to 
Budapest; there is a useful information bureau 
at the "Western railway station. 


■ INSIDE 
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you stay until the thought of plunging into an 
icy pool seems like a relief. At the end of ail this 
you may feel like a massag e, although persuading 
any of the surly staff to give you one could seem 
like too much of a challenge. The best time to 
go to the baths is early in the morning (they open 
at 6am), when most tourists are still in bed, but 
the citizens of Budapest are out in force. 

There is nothing like sweating off a few calo- 
ries to build up an appetite. As in the rest of cen- 
tral Europe, the cuisine tends to be heavy. And 
though there is a mouthwatering collection of 
fruit and vegetables on display in the central mar- 
ket every day, few of these seem to find their 
way on to restaurant tables. 

The cakes, on the other hand, are spectac- 
ular. lb get an idea of the range you only have 
to look at the menu at the well-known Gerbeaud 
cafe in Vorosmati Square. It doesn’t just have 
a list of cakes - there are shnply whole sections 
devoted to tarts, cream puddings, chestnut 
cakes, mixed pastries - the choice is endless. 

While the Gerbeaud looks like a relic of an- 
other age, the street scenes you see from its ter- i 
race present a view of unromantic, modem life. i 
By (fay the square below, and the pedestrian 
streets radiating from it, are full of people go- 
ing to work, going shc^nng, meeting friends. But 
as h gets dark you start to see groups of girls in 
low-cut dresses and short skirts, parading up and 
down looking for business. 

When you can tear yourself away from 
watching the world go by, it is worth meander- 
ing around Budapest to admire the architecture. 
Although there are some hideous examples of 
post-war buildings, these are relatively few, and 
on the whole there’s a nostalgic air of glamour, 
with long avenues of grand, 19th-century facades, 
updated wilh touches of Art Nouveau in the win- 
dows and balconies. Best of all, wander into the 
grand Fariri Udvar, a covered shopping arcade, 
where the barrel-shaped glass dome and tiled 
floor now have neon highlights. It’s a very Buda- 
pest detail, reminding you that, after all, this is 
a living city, not a museum. 




RUGBY UNION 
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If yoa find yourself in west London be- 
tween lam and 4am, you could well see 
a ghost train race pasL Heathrow Express 
is testing the new Spanish-built trains for 

its non-stop link from Paddington sta- 
tion to the airport But the habit of run- 
ning trains with no passengers is 
spreading to the rest of the network. 

Rumours have abounded all week that 
Eurostar is to scrap its planned services 
from Edinburgh and Manchester direct 
to Paris- three years after they were due 
to begin. The company denies the sto- 
ry, and says regional services will start in 
the New Year. Earlier this year Eurostar 
cancelled connecting trains horn various 
parts of Britain to Waterloo, ostensibly 
in preparation for the direct services. Tb 
fill the void, one of the new train oper- 
ating companies, Wales and West, 
launched a new Manchester to TVbterioo 
train. But the National Ra3 Enquiry ser- 
vice (0345 484950) is doing its best to 
make sure no one ever travels on iu 

Each lime the rail enquiry service is 
found to be failing to meet its targets, 
and is fined by the rail regulator, prom- 
ises are made about future performance. 
Bui these vows seem to be as empty as 
the 759am from Manchester Piccadilly. 

Sir separate calls to by to find out the 
fare all resulted in the blunt assertion: 
“There is no train from Manchester to 
Waterloo.” You begin to wonder whether 
the new service is a work of fiction in the 
great tradition of British RaQ timetables. 

If you ask fora number for Wales & 
West, you are told to ring 01222 430090. 
This phone line -which has a human be- 
ing answering for only three hours a day 
- refers you back to the number you first 
thought of. By now, the search for 
someone to (a) acknowledge the exis- 
tence of the 759am from Manchester, 
(b) sell you a ticket for it, has taken con- 
siderably longer than the time it takes 
to fly between the two cities. 

The lowest fare on Air UK's Man- 
chester to London City route is £65 re- 
turn. Book instantly on 0990 074074. 

Airlines and railways do not always com- 
pete, particularly when you are Richard 
Branson. If you want to travel from Lon- 
don to Los Angeles, or bom Oxford to 
Edinburgh, the Virgin brand can get you 
there. Bui, writes Sara Barker, of Oxford, 
it may not be able to get you back. 

“I wanted to go from Oxford to Edin- 
burgh on Friday, returning on Sunday.” 

The appropriate ticket is a SupecAd- 
vance, which requires you to book a par- 
ticular train in both directions. ”1 could 
reseiwlheiwrthlxxindjoiuncy...butaf- 
ter speaking to Great Vfestem Trains, 
Thames Trains, ScotRail and Virgin Trams, 
l realised that although a train departed 
at 1030am, changing at Birmingham, it was 
impossible to book it". Eventually, in all 
seriousness, a ScotRail official suggested 
she returned on Monday instead - and an 
exasperated Ms Barker agreed. Her tick- 
et, when it arrived, bore the cryptic mes- 
sage, “Unspecified restrictions apply”. 

The timetable describes the service 
she had wanted: "Expected to be very 
busy. Seat reservations are therefore rec- 
ommended." Since reservations are im- 
possible, I suspect it will be as busy as 
those ghostly Heathrow Expresses. 


How to be a tourist, not a terrorist’s target 


Only journalists and the mentally 
unstable would ever wish to visit nations 
engaged in full-scale civil war. But this 
week the front line moved frighteningly 
closer to the tourist. Simon Colder reports 
on where travellers are most at risk. . 


Last Monday was the bloodiest day in a campaign 
by Islamic extremists against tourists to Egypt By 
the end of this winter's high season, the terrorists 
will be seen to have “won” the battle to wound the 
Egyptian economy. I£ as seems posable, the 3.6 mil- 
lion people who usually visit the country each year 
is cut to one-sixth, then 5 per cent of the country’s 
gross domestic product whl be wiped out 

These are the cold figures concealing the dozens 
of individual tragedies a rising from the massacre 
In Luxor. Some have said that tourists should not 
give the terrorists the “oxygen of pubfioty”, and that 
tourism to Egypt should continue as normal. 

In a perfectly collective world there would be 
merit in this argument, since one terrifyingly 
inevitable consequence of this week’s attack will be 


to inspire other terrorist groups around the world 
to target tourists. But choosing a holiday should 
never be a matter of life and death; repeated, highly 
targeted attacks on foreign tourists in Egypt sug- 
gest that there is a small but tangible risk of visit- 
ing the country. 

Politically, attacking foreign viators brings 
world attention to bear on a cause; economically, 
scaring away potential visitors can maim an econ- 
omy. Tourists are being used as pawns in wider 
political struggles. 


Following the collapse of Cuba's economic patron, 
the Soviet Union, Fidel Castro seized upon tourism 
as the way to escape from the economic abyss. Re- 
markably, this policy appeared to be succeeding - 
which made the tourist industry a natural target for 
opponents to the regime,' of whom there are 
many. 

The safest country in the Caribbean has, in the 
pa& two years, become the target of attacks on hotels 

and other tourist instaITjirir»nw. An Tfalian tourist died 
earlier this year in a bomb attack on a Havana hoteL 
The perpetrators are believed to come from among 


the more shadowy anti-Castro Cuban exiles based 
in Florida. 

Egypt ’ . . 


comtr? Ihen plunged into 

mi waged between tbe gowanmentjad fe 

Ttail^andittookl2ycareb^^^. 

berof visitors was equalled -' 

elsewhere in the region would suggest a50p^^: 


Oegau live — - 

sophisticated. Monday’s attack seems to havebeen 
timed to coincide with the opening..of the wond 
Travel Market in London, the world's largest 
travel industry gathering. Most attax&s have teen 
on dearly identifiable targets, such as lounst 
minibuses. It may, therefore, be safer to trawl in- 
dependently, using public transport. 

Peru 

The Shining Path, a Maoist guerrilla organisation, 

° _ i n n- _ L. CTCrvKf- 


ies, when H declared a policy of ki lling foreign vis- 
itors. Two British visitois were murdered in the 
Huallaga Vhfley by terrorists. But in the 17 years 
of conflict, fewer visitors have died here than in 
Florida in a single year. 

Sri Lanka. ■ 

In 1982, 400,000 tourists visited tbe island- The 


m< Hoteis have occasionally been targeted,^ b gttire 
main, threat has been of being caught up mjta«e. 
bombings in the capital, . - j _- ; 

Pans of the island are stiD oat Jot™ 

to the foolhardy, but much of it is unblended tfod. 
uncrowded. V 

A*^ritish tourist was killed in the southern resort 
of Marmaris in 1994, a victim of tte Kantetim . 
Workers’ Party (PKK) campaign of targeting 
tourists in Istanbul and Mediterranean 
areas as part of its campaign for a separate Kant, 
ish state in south-east Tlirkey. i , — 


Advice Unit on 0171-238 4503 or 4504 y orfax QlTt- 
238 4545; on the Interna, at http1fwww.fcageriiiff' 
or on BBC-2 Ceefaxfirom page 470 onwards- 



Egypt’s Temfrie of Hatahepaufc Monday’s massacre may have been timed to coincide with the start of the World Travel Market in London 


GRF.EN CHANNEL 

The green tourism drum foand itself rolled out 
and banged around for one day at the world’s 
largest travel trade exhibition. The World Trav- 
el Market, this week. Green Globe, the environ- 
mental arm of tbe World Travel and Tourism 
Council -made up of the world's top M0 tourism 
corporations - organised an environmental de- 
bate and environmental “dimes” for tourism ex- 
ecutives wanting to green up their act. 
Environmental awareness and community bene- 


fits should go hand in hand, they said. But there's 
obviously a long way to go. 

True, Scandic Hotels (represented at the de- 
bate, and a member of Green Globe) runs Us ho- 
tels with environmental management at its core. 
Forte Hotels is also a member -a founding one, 
in fact. But it came out in the debate that a pro- 
posed five-mile, $368m development in Nungwi. 
northern Zanzibar, in which Forte Meridien is 
involved, is set to rock its green credentials. Plans 
are afoot for a presidential-style hotel, an ocean 
marina, 200 condominiums, 300 luxury villas, a 
conference centre, a 27-hole golf course and a 


country dub on ODe of the world's most exquis- 
ite coastline. Local people who live on the 
peninsula say that they have not been consulted 
about the development, have not heard of any 
environmental assessments, and are expecting to 
be ousted from their homes. Forte Hotels was 
nominated the world’s best hotel chain during 
WTM week. 

Then there were the World Travel Market En- 
vironmental Awards, and who should be one of 
tbe winners but Aitken Spence Hotel Management 
Never heard of them? You would have if you lived 
in the Dam bulla region of Sri Lanka, where they 


• / ^'..Fhatqgi^phf Associated Press: 


built the Ka ndatama^Sotel ou a sacred rite over 
a local reservoir, despite the fact that around 50,000 
local people protested against it. 

Up the escalator fo Asia, and there stood Myan- 
mar (the name given to Burma by the miliiary jun- 
ta), where tourism has been developed by forcing 
civilians to labour, on construction projects and 
moving millions of people out of their homes to 
make way for roach and hotels. How was if de- 
scribed in the literature on the stall? Yes, wait for 
it: “an eco tourist’s paradise". 


Sue Wheat 


WEATHER 

The British Isles, noon today 
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General summary and outlook: 

It will be a dry day In many eastern areas, with only 
a very small chance of a brief shower, and there will 
be some decent spells of sunshine. South-west 
England, Wales, Northern Ireland and the north and 
west of Scotland win see occasional showers, but 
there will still be spells of sunshine In between. 
However, a brief heavy downpour is possible in 
these parts. A few showers will drift along the 
English Channel, perhaps bringing a splash of rain- 
to some southern coastal areas. 

Most parts will be dry and chilly but vfflh plenty 
of sunshine on Sunday. However, east coasts of - 
England and Scotland will have more in the way of 
cloud and some liflht showers. Will affect 
western Scotland. Northern Ireland. Wales and 
south-west England on Monday, but apart from the 
odd shower along east coaste, elsewhere Jt will iw 
dry wfth some sunshine. Tuesday will be dry and 
cold in most parts with some sunshine, but showers, 
are likely along east coasts of Scotland aid England. 
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Air quality 


Atlantic chart, noon today 
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AA Roadwatch 

Undoa At between Watford Way. Mill 
HW Crus and Rvswys Comer. Car- 
rtaoewy raticed to two lanes lor long 
term roadworks until 31st May 1998. 
Ai Cambs. Baween Alconbury Hill and 
Haddon interchange. Lane closures, con- 
traflow and 50mph speed IrmiL 
WtelWB. M4 J16-J17 SWIrdon to Chto- 
porham. CarbdkM with tm lanes each 
raj anti a 50mpti speed limit until 2Btfi 
November. 

Greater London, Ml. bdween J5J5. Wat- 
ford area. Roadworks aid a contraflow. 

wWi oflpeA and woraghl lane and car- 

riageway ctosues. A 50mph spud IWt 
is also in place. Until 22nd Deconber. 
West Midlands, M6 J8. Three lanes 
North and two lanes South %)mph 
qieed limit h tores wflh additional lane 
assures. Until 1% December. 

West YbrtehirB. Ml J43-J42 Stourton lo 
LoAhouse (M62). A contiaflow and a 
SOmph speed limn are ki ptaca until I 3 tti 
July 1998. 

A406Angtf Edmottoi At the A101 D Fore 
Sred k^w roadworks. 

MOO, Charing Cross Road, Cambridge 
Circus. Roadworks northbound on 
Phoenix Srey until further notice. 

A8Q3 East Dunbartonshire, Glasgow 
Road. Ifflsjfth Roadworks at BaHmalloch 
Road untB Mh Daaraet. 

Gre^r Manchester. A56. Old Ifeflard. 
Roadworks unffl m January 1998. 

Oat and about with AA Road- 
vatoll caB 0336 481 Inlte btesltad 
andiananaltiaacms Safes: ThoAJamo 
Ue Assodaton. Calls ttaged a 39p p« mn 
(cheap rate) flp m mn pn riw Umes) me 
VAT 


Sun and moon 

Sunrises 7JC 

□ Sun sets 16.03 

Moon rises: nta 

Moan sets: 13.07 

Newmoan: 30 Now 


The sky at night 


Magnitude scab: 


4 3 2 1 0 



TTie Pleiades -or Seven Sisters- are In ihecottefelto'fenrtK,- ■ 
which can be found above the head of Orion, Taurus arid Orion . ’ 
are now both weH up over the southeastern^ ^hdrizdn : fey 10,00 pm 

The compact ensemble of the Pleiades is the best known and 
most easily identifiable of all starda^era-acetesfial “landmark^ 
in the night skies of late autumn and .wintex. Records referring 
to them go back at least as far as 1000BC, mid they merit three 
mentions in the Bible. “Can’st thou bind the sweet influences 

of the Pleiades or loose the bands of Orion?” questions Job (Ch 
38, v 31). If you are in any doubt about locating the Pleiades, 
follow Orion's bell upwards, through ’Suras. A pair of bmocutes 
turned upon them should reveal 10 or 20 of the brightest mem- 
bers from a total of several hundred. On long exposure photo- 
graphs, the Pleiades are seen to be embedded in a cloud of wispy 
interstellar gas, rendered visible by their starlight-like dust in a' 
spotlight beam, but this feint nebulosity is not apparent to vis- 
ual observers using modest binoculars or telescopes. ~ . ■ 

JocqueCne Mitton 
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48 hours in the life 
of Chicago 


Amerfcak greats dtyiChkagp possesses the critical mass of energy and culture that New York thinks It has UQ/TCL 


Chicago, the musical? A ticket to Chicago the city is 
possibly easier to get, and probably even more fun. 
For this week's prescription for the perfect weekend 
break, Simon Calder spends 48 hours in America’s 
greatest city. 


Why go now? 

Because today tbc lights on State Street are switched on, adding 
lo Chicago's daim lo be the best place on earth to do vour Christ- 
mas shopping. Because until mid-December, transatlantic air- 
lines are almost giving away flights to the United States. And 
because Chicago possesses the critical mass of energy and cul- 
ture that New York thinks it has. 

Beam down 

The new Air India flight from Heathrow to Chicago seems cus- 
tom-made for the weekender. The 747 flies out at noon on Fri- 
day and returns overnight on Sunday. Through discount agents 
such as Welcome Travel (0171-439 3627), you can get the flight 
for£253 including a multitude of taxes; and, if you decide to stay 
longer, you can change your return date without penalty. 

in response, the other airlines are cutting their fares for trav- 
el within the next month; American Airlines from Gatwkk. 
Heathrow, Manchester and Glasgow; and British Airways and 
United from Heathrow. 

Get your beatings 

O’Hart* is the world’s busiest airport (ignore any representations 
to the contrary by Heathrow). You will probably arrive at Ter- 
minal 5, which has a tourist information centre of sorts. It also 
has the worst-value bureau de change I have ever encountered: 
£1 coins are changed at the rate of £1 for Si. 

The journey into the centre is most adroitly achieved by the 
CTA subway train a bargain at $1.50 to anywhere in the city. The 
catch is that Gist you must find the station, lake the airport shut- 
tle train to Terminal 2, negotiate a series of escalators and mov- 
ing walkways, and about 10 minutes later you will reach the station. 

Here, your problems are only just be ginnin g. Hither ask the 
attendant for a token, or solve your transportation problems for 
the next two days by feeding $13 JO (change machines are avail- 
able) into the Transit Card machines. This will give you enough 
for 10 single journeys, and allow you to take transfers on buses 
for 30 cents each. 

Do your best to persuade the attendant to give you the CTA 
map, which will be a trusty companion all weekend - and is the 
only map you need. SH back and enjoy the 40-oainute ride into town. 

Once there, orientation is easy. Almost all streets run north- 
south or east-west, with few difficult diagonals. The mam north- 
south roads are Michigan Avenue and State Street. The latter 
slices through the Loop, a rectangle covering about a square mile, 
defined by the elevated subway lines. (This sounds convoluted, 
but makes perfect sense when you see a map. honest.) Being in- 
side or outside the Loop is an important concept to the average 
Chicagoan. 

You wifi, if you follow this plan approximately, spend most 
of your time within or dose to the Loop. Before you head sig- 
nificantly south of it, take local advice on safety. . 

Check in 

Being a sensible traveller, you will have booked in advance. The 
McCormick convention centre has just been expanded to become 
the biggest in the world, which means that Chicago is often booked 
out with delegates. The demand for rooms means the prices quot- 
ed here can fluctuate significantly. Mid-range: Days Inn, Linorin 
Park (001 773 525 7010) charges around $70 (£45) induding break- 
fast. Luxury: the Inter-Continental on North Michigan Avenue 
(001 312 944 8895) has winter weekend specials for as little as 
$89 (£57) including tax. 

Take a ride 

The best way to get an instant understanding of the astonishing 
scale of Chicago is to take that Loop in fulL Orange Line trains 
loop around it clockwise. Brown Line trains anticlockwise. On 
a terrain that is as flat as an untopped pizza. Chicago has creat- 
ed its own landscape, one that is best viewed 30ft up from a sway- 
ing train. 

Take a hike 

If you alight at Adams, you will be a block away from the Chica- 
go Architecture Foundation. This commendable organisation, lo- 
cated on the ground floor of the Railway Exchange budding at 


RID CHANNEL 

Hazards fedng today* tnwwHer on the rail- 
ways of South America, as advised by the 
Thomas Cook Overseas Timetable. 

Hie provinces of Argentina continue to bicker 
on about passenger trains, but their reluctance 
to pay for them is keeping the system very smalL 
The gap in service on the southern main line 
remains, where it crosses La Bampa, but the 


tong-expected service from Buenos Aires north 
to Tucnman, which has been stopped by TUcu- 
man's uowiflzDgness to contribute any cash, may 
finally be starting. Tucuman has subcontracted 
service to an operator that thinks it may be ahle 
to make some money by offering a level of ser- 
vice found on lew trains. 

The trains themselves, old bat refurbished, 
are fairly sumptuous, and your ticket includes 
the services of hostesses and private security 
guards. Presumably the clientele is expected lo 


consist largely of rich, Bbidmous men, but, if they 
can make it pay, perhaps it will lead the way to 
unexpected pleasures on trains everywhere. 

We, and many others, have been predicting the 
endof rail service in Ecuador for at least five years, 
but the system staggers on, stifi calling itself the 
State Railway, though the government has 
washed hs hands of the operation. Yet again it 
has produced a schedule ctf train services. We in- 
dude it as “advertised", but would warn that a 


traveller who was there onty seven days after the 
new timings were introduced found that both the 
railcars (they have only two) were out of service 

The Ferrocarrfi Arica-La Paz has been sold to 
the Cruz Blanca Investment Co, whose policy 
is not to open passenger services. The last of 
the routes offering rail service up into the Andes 
has thus been closed to passengers. 

Thomas Cook Overseas Timetable, £8.40 


the comer of Michigan and Jackson, runs a dopy tour at 10am 
For Sift you spend two hours in the company of a weU-mforraed 
guide who will trace the history of a city built upon unadulter- 
ated exaggeration. 

Lunch bn the run 

A1 eight blocks to the mfle (north-south; 12 to foe mfle east-west ), 
it’s a two-mile hike up Michigan Avenue to Water Tiwer Place. 
Worth the walk, though, for an unparalleled senes of shops. 

When you get to Whter Tbwer Place, you find even more. In- 
deed, foe glass elevator to foe seventh floor is an excellent ap- 
petiser for your lunch. Many other dries have thought of food 
courts, but Foocflife— on the mezzanine floor- is different. Where 
else can you pile np your plate with antipasti, salad or hot dish- 
es for $4.95 per pound? 

Cultural afternoon . 

Conventional wisdom has it that the best gallery in Chicago is 
the handsome old Art Institute. Bur the new Museum of Con- 
temporary Art has a couple of advantages. One is that it is only 
200 yards from your table at Foodlife. The other is that foe build- 

ingand collection celebrate space and assertion in a manner shared 
by the city itself. 

From foe outside, it looks wantonly grubby. Inside, the sharp 
angles and wide windows provide a startling venue for a chal- 
lenging collection. Between now and 25 January, foe fuzzy fron- 
tier between art and film is explored - highly appropriate in the 
most cinegenic of cities, whose latest cameo is in My Best Friend's 
Wedding. The museum opens 10am-6pm at weekends, from 1 lam 
on other days except on Monday, when it is dosed. 

Window shopping 

From today, foe windows of Marshall Fields department store 
in State Street become hilariously festive, arresting passers-by 
who then trigger massive, good-natured congestion in Chicago's 
main street- You can happily venture inside because of foe gen- 
eral rule that prices in foe United States are foe same as in Britain 
- except that theirs are in dollars, as opposed to ours in pounds. 

An aperitif 

Nearby, the Bergbof at 17 West Adams Street is a German 
bierkeller which also manages to be the archetypaUy American 
bar, complete with attentive service, good beer (local brews are 
rapidly gaining ascendance from foe mass-produced fizz from up 
the highway in Milwaukee) and staff who expect their tips to be 
as handsome as they are. 

Demure dinner 

Pizzeria Uno (29 East Ohio Street) is. it says, the original source 
of foe Chicago deep-dish pizza. Many say it is still the greatest. 
Mine was the size of a small Midwestern town, and so tasty that 
I had the remains boxed up and munched them on the plane home. 
You may, however, need to queue for as long as an hour. 

Sunday morning: go to church 

Westminster Abbey? Notre Dame? You can see bits of both at 
foe skyscraper-Gothic Chicago Tribune tower on Michigan Av- 
enue. This cathedral to journalism is decorated by pilfered ma- 
sonry from celebrated and newswtnfoyspiKlurcs around fop,wodd, 
from the Parthenon to the Berlin Wall. Inside, inspirational mo- 
tifs evangelise about newspapers. 

Bradng brunch 

The only place in town for real Chicagoans is Lou Mitchell's, the 
archetypal diner hidden around the back of Union Station at Jack- 
son and Jefferson. You will be given a doughnut when you ar- 
rive, then treated to a mountain of French toast, million-egg 
omelettes and endless coffee, in chrome and cheerful surrounding. 

A walk in the park 

... may not be possible after a bout tike that. But tiy to join the lo- 
cals on the communal stroll through Grant Rsik, the verdant bar- 
rier between the city and foe lake-dial-foinksis-MKxsan, Michigan. 

The icing on the cake 

The 100-year-old public library at Randolph and Michigan has 
been brilliantly transformed into a people’s palace. The Chica- 
go Cultural Centre opens at noon on Sundays, until 5pm, and 
allows you to roam around four floors heavy with civic pride. The 
Dome Memorial Hall at foe top shows that intricacy and sensi- 
tivity offer as strong an architectural suit as sheer sca le, while 
the Corner Bakery on the ground floor is the place to fill any re- 
maining gaps in your appetite. 
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Writer’s block in Ecuador 


You don’t have to travel hard or fast 
to appreciate the great variety of 
the tiny Andean nation of Ecuador. 
Richard Colbey took a route to the 
heart of the country. ; 


It would only be a slight over-simplification 
of the traveller’s geography of Ecuador to 
say that east of the capital, Quito, is jungle; 
to the north are the old towns of Otavalo 
and Ibarra with teeming Indian markets; 
head west and you reach beaches; and in the 
south are mountain ranges. Yet many of the 
country’s visitors overtook all of these com- 
pass points and go only to its greatest at- 
traction, the Galapagos Islands. 

By Sooth American standards Ecuador is 
compact and safe, with a good transport net- 
work. Indeed this is one of the most friend- 
ly and inexpensive places in the continent 
Quito's altitude of nearly 10,000 feet can be 
a shock to those who arrive by air from low- 
er-lying European countries. (For that rea- 
son many pie-booked Galapagos packages use 
larger, industrialised but coastal Guayaquil 
as their mainland base.) 

You don't have to be an architecture buff 
to appreciate the capital’s old town, with its 
Plaza de la Independenda surrounded by ar- 
chetypal colonial buildings. "Wls found a 
day's gentle walking around splendid church- 
es, monasteries and old government budd- 
ings the ideal way to acclimatise before 
exposing ourselves to the rigour of the coun- 
try s provinces. 

Rigour, though, is a slightly harsh word 
for Banos. Three hours (normally) by bus 
from Quito, the town may be where the jun- 
gle begins, but it attracts visitors more for its 
thermal baths. The curative properties may 
be questionable, but there is no shortage of 


OnpOmmiDUS. aau » 

for those who wish to take to the waters. In- 
deed, the bigger hotels all boast private spas. 
Those who can tear themselves away front 

these comforts will find a vast array of mps 

tha t can be taken on foot or by four-wheel 

drive into the jungle. 

The gentlest introduction to the jungle is 
the 30 miles of road to Puyo, which is well 
enough paved to make cycling feasible. On 
a map the route seems all the moreattrac- 
live because Banos is more than 1,000ft high- 
er tfen Puyo. Sadly, that doesn’t translate into 
a consistent downwards slope. There seem 
to be just as many nps as downs. However, 
the less than folly fit will be consoled by the 
many buses that pass along the route. They 
think nothing of stopping in the middle of 
nowhere for sweaty gringos, taking the equiv- 
alent of a few pennies, putting the bikes on 
the root and dropping the fbreigneis off again 
a few miles up the road when they have got 
their breath back. 

Whether viewed from bike or bus, the 

route offers a stunning first sight of the Ama- 
zon, following the tributary, Rio Rastaza. 
Across the river from the road is the seem- 
ingly im p enetrable greenery; next to the road, 
die bills bear down with almost diff-like deep- 
ness. 

We enjoyed our time in the Amazon so 
n nwh that we delayed our return to Quito un- 
til the day before our flight home. And then 
we found we were almost unable to leave. 

On the road between Banos and the coun- 
try’s main Pan-American highway we en- 
countered one of the hazards of South 
American travel: the roadblock, in Ecuador, 
not a country where the police or army are 
particularly prominent, these are likely to be 
citizens’ protests. This, so far as we could gath- 
er, was a demonstration against land “re- 
forms” imposed try the government. The 


w: could tell anywhere m the focaldyJVItlie ■ 
local people were respecting the , 

Although we could not entirely MundeRKaad : 

Chat Z going on, this app^toto« ■ 

much out of unity as any intimidation py the . , 

were we to say that many offhefo- . 

cals did not have as great a need ^^ 
where the other side of the roadblock as we-._- 
did? Nonetheless, we were conscious of the • 
fact that foreigners do tend to be given spe- 
cif treatment, particularly in poor countries : 
that have not yet become overrun bytounscs. 
Remembering everything I had ever been told - 
about non-co nfroniatio nal body language, * ■ 
went to the man who appeared fobe in charge .: 
of the pickets, and told him in broken Span- 
ish that 1 was a socialist journalist - two half- 

truths -and adced if be would explam rfxnit 

the protest. He did so in more detail than I 
could have absorbed in English, let alone Span- 
ish. The gist of it seemed to be thai contrds 
be ing introduced would make it impossible 
for subsistence farmers to continue, and that 
they would become absorbed into large es- 
tates. However bad my Spanish, though, there - 
was no m&undeistaoding that these were popr f 
people expressing an economic grievance In jf 
a forceful yet civilised way with the support ; 

of the population around them. _ ... 

By the time we had finished talking there >. 
was no question of our being prevented fiom ■ 
getting through to the highway. We thanked ' 
the protesters and made what I feared were, 
hollow promises to publicise their cause. We ^ 
made it to Quito in time for our flight, and^- 
I hope that telling Independent readers about - 
that protest goes some way to fulfilling my 
promise to the pickets. -V 


HIGH ROAD 


Ecuador: compact; safe and one of the most friendly places in the continent 


Suppose you want to get from Paddington Station in London to 
Darkest Peru (defined as the dty of Iquitos in the Amazon region 
of the country). The smart way is to take the complimentary 
limousine that Virgin Atlantic offers Upper Class passengers, to 
take you to Heathrow Terminal Three for die flight to Miami You 
should have four hours m the Floridan dty (best spent at the 
fancy shops of Coral Gables, 10 minutes from the airport), before 
taking your premium business-dass seat on Faucert Peruvian Is 
weekly non-stop to Iquitos. Virgin quotes a round-trip fare of 
£4,080. 


LOW ROAD 


The stingy person’s fast track from Paddington to Heathrow 
Airport Involves a train to Hayes and Hariington, transferring to 
bus HO to the airport. The Colombian airline, Avianca (0990 
767747), opened up low-cost air routes from Britain to the west of' 
South America earlier this year. To increase business, it is 
currently offering an excellent deal to any Colombian dty - 
induding Leticia, on the Amazon - for £442 all in. You may 
reasonably observe that this is not quite the same location as 
Iquhos, but you should be able to reach it from Letida by taking 
an occasional boat upstream. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX- 0171 293 2505 


Special Interest Holidays 


Puts other holidays in die shade 



EXODUS 

Leaders In small group treks and walks worldwide (1-4 weeks) 

9 Weir Road, London SW12 0LT. Ring 0181 673 0859 for brochure 
http://www.exodustravds.co.uk 

sou™ INDIA 

WINTER HOLIDAYS 

New '38/99 I 

brothtBe ■ 


• cultural Tours •Nature Tours 

i • Easy Hikes • Wilderness safaris 

• HeJor Treks • seatreks , 

• River Journeys • Tailshlp Voyages 

Over 1 70 adventures In Europe. Greece. Turkey, 
Egypt, Middle East, Africa, India, China, Japan, Asia, 

, Americas. Aus/NZ. 8 days to 6 weeks. Prices from 
£345 to £3450. a a i 

i Can for brochure A 3 -i 

, * 01252 344161^^^^^ 

) Explore Worldwide (W) WfMQl 

i Aktordwt, CtUl. 1LQ I dLuIfwffi Rf 

Fully Bonded ATT0/AT0L 2595 
I http^yww.explore-CQ. uk * ,-WMSlXj^ 


The experience of a lifetime. sbofcm bike ride, 
Unor-Aswan-Luxor. Cycle by daly. .nights otl a Nile 
Cruise Boat. Fantastic sightseeing. Limited places. 

I For more details call oowz 0645 777 779 , 

Or write to: Nile Bike fate. Mencap. j 
I FREEPOST, London EClB I Afl. 

J» 

Blue Sky Appeal 

■} W***l»l ■’ f 

A Rag. Chanty NO-.22Z377 L 


Independent and 
independent on Sunday readers 
took over 23 million holidays last 
year, with at least one of them 
being in the UK. 
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SfWROS Hoftsflc note In a 

Caribbean. Over 200 coma tod 

by ncflltont tutors Incf. And*** 
Dmlos. Sue Tow ns end & EOYjU 1 
Wilcox. Superb sotting, frtonay 
comm iai tty. ML food. 01TI 284 
306S. hgp^ftwrw s Kpui . com / 

Y6/W ROUND wafltfog bt teidtoco*- 

ewd Europe- Dramattc 
scoptn. Bias food, M**djy 
hoists. Headwater <01609 
ATOSM12AT0t- 



,4 outh A mwcan 

EXPERIENCE 
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Last Frontiers 
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Sonfli America 


• CHILE a BELIZE a BO LIVIA • PBtU • CRUISE ANTARCTICA • 

I Journey I 
| r Aftl|klCA | 

I Si 747 8315 I 

z Scheduled flights /£ 01 81 747 31 08 | 
g Manchester Brancf^ 0161 832 1441 n 
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£2m 

HIGH <4- -gs 6rochuit% 

PLACES^ oof now! 


MW CMr Mto. Mke BC SfatfflcM M 1A£ , 

10114 275 7500* J 


Wildlife Parlor V 
Temples & Beaches 
Small Group Tours 
Individual Itineraries 

CHANDERTZUL TOURS 

Tel: 01323 422213 

c te«dertalfoiire@WnlBn^wini 

I South America I 


ARGENTINA* 

Four flights weekly from Heathrow to 
La Paz via Buenos Aires and daily 
from Madrid 

Tel: 0171 494 IOOI 


Magic 



^Bolivia 


Escorted tours by jeep to the most fascinating places. 

Stay a< our lodge south of Solar de UyunL 
PrrsooaJ service from people who really know Bolivia. 

Tel: 0171 221 7310 Fax: 0171 727 8746 

I Africa 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

COUNTRY HOURS 


9f OK Coastal, 

1. lakeside and 
P ‘ -^B| inland homes 

1 ’t 1 NH throughout 
— mm* New England. 
FREE US FACS BROCHURE 

(0990) 143686 (24 Hra) 
Qw*eBetAC9. 


NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS - Sa- 
Unatn bms A tonfly homo, no»- 
step tights la Boston, bmhuro 
Uns; 01727 852211. Fu» 
bendsd. ABTAVE164 AITO ATOL 
297B. 


01904 692 892 


Bousder h Gslapagw. apo«« 
uura of imrtwHed e»p«ian“. 

Escorted natuxalhlNcty**ido<- 

un* mure cf And* tow" •« 

Gatep»i|Os.f*w^ir^a^ 
varteB. GNmetpto Advenon* 

Toure, 37-39 Great GuBlort St, 
SSSn SEi OSS TeUfsx: 0171 
251 3880 


VINTAGE SPAIN; Mailorcsn ft 
Memrt&n tonrtiousea urtdi pools 
In Bimpem ante, not coast 
01054261 431 AITO ATOL 2787 


South Africa 


SOUTH AFRICAN 


CAPETOWN HDiaANDS 
GARDEN ROUTE NJOAL 
TRANSVAAL ZMBABWE 
A wiqoe setoctioa of Classic 
Hoteb. Game Reserves and 
Charming Homes ft G a rdens. 

FlyGta wife direct fS06 to Dtrian 
Cipa V**, MonGta), Harare 
Soctti Wrkar Affair *K)L23J* 
W fbsbolt Boadi Loadao m SOT 


0171-381 5222 


Caribbean 


CUBA 

[*<* #! 

r-^nr cic-q-t. zzOS '■ DO IT! | 

• 7 J**'" ’ 


heftdays to 3.4 ft S Nor 
hotob ft w o tte Bom R399 
Book wBh ConlMonco. Book 


fC-: 

I^SiTol 0131 891 2222 


CAPE TOWN, lucwy Villa, sleeps 
2/10. Iidiy equIppetLAve mini 
horn beect».CT50 mr.Tbt 01226 | AAAH CUBA! 0181 flBI 3812 Man 
change ATOL3429 


City Breaks 


Paris Bruges Brussels 

3 Star from 4 Star from 5 Sturt from ' 

cm -gig^jig 


i STERDAM ISTANBUL 

Ntw-UarZntsBftB i 

hte. Bights. AirT*xS19 jq itfi BAB hw. flights! B 1 

Oa&raDy beated bfejlV A 

g*SI29 i*£159 rtav-Mateh |M 

rStMli-awl ^£169® 

igaaagBgr 1 0181 239 8000 1 


AWAY BREAKS 

PARIS 


Christmas Breaks 
SWEDEN 

White Christmas 

7hm pmduc Er d the 
ad i tuEranl S*cdo!i Qmam in 


Mauritius 


BEACHCOMBER 


MAURITIUS 



Dtftn n Dk tr 7 nigta 
nttodHCfanoaMKdrida. 

HSLOdontnsCgfaB. 
nd An or iccal from £690. 

Hoe'i 1 tea! Qirinra pfc 

Kgsr-oN^iforphtanum. 

SCANDINAVIAN 


Corsica 


CORSICAN PLACES. The OorNcv 
toWdaUat. Lovely range of vOtaa. 
cottages, opts ft hotels. Very 
friendly, personal service. Tel: 
0142*480048. ATOL 2847 AITO. 

SIMPLY CORSICA 7888 Brochure 
out now. Dtscavar the merit! er- 
ranean*e best-tape secret, an 
island ot glorious beeches & 
spectacular mountains, untar- 
nished by mass tourism. Vitas 
with poofs, seaside cottages, 
mountain aubetges and stylish 
holeto. Cst 0181 885 8383. ABTA 
VI 337 ATOL 1922 AITO 



o BEACHCOMBER . \t 


Par East 


are the speaafet 
tour operator to 
Mauritius ml tenure 
seven of tha roost 
exclusive resorts on 
the stand! 

For the best 
accommod ati on, 
unrivalled sendee, 
unsurpassed cuisine 
and the finest 
sporting faculties 
cafl us on 

01483533008 

or contact your local 
independent travel 
agent 


Airport Parking 


THE INDEPENDENT 


THAILAND. StnaU group tours to 
(Secover the *near TholamL for 

deteUe 01264 7B122S. S0eure 

ronring 0181 813 8130 


INDE ESiPENT 


Fill your holiday cottage, villa or apartment vacancies 



Independent and Independent on Sundag 
readers book Self Catering holidays. 276000 of 
oar readers stayed in a rented villa, fiat or 
exttage an Lbdr holiday last year! rrcn M6i 


Fbr on|y £412 a Hoe ioduave of VAT (appres. 4 words pe* line), yoa can 
advertise your btiklay borne airi fill those vacaoriesthrai^out the year. Ysir 
advertismient will^pear in TT^I/iugVferiiend'sectKB of The Independent 
ra Satard^ anVcr the Trasd & Money 1 section cf the Sunday papa: 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 9999 
Monday to Friday between 1000am - 5,00pm. 
or 

e-mail us at travciteam@indepeiidenLco.iik 
or 

Fill in and return the coupon below stating the 
wording yoa require and yoa? payment method 
Payment can be made by cheque tt ky 
Access/Visa/Araerican Express/Diners Card. 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLYOTn) PROPERUBS OR LESS) '■ 


Insertion Dales 

Claarifieatioiu. 

I enclose a cheque tar £....„ made payable to 

(£4-12 a tine per insertion, £S£S if both Satoid^y & 
Sunday are used! Newspaper Publishing Pic 
or debit my 

Acc8saVisa/Ainex®ittera account by £. 

Card No: 

Start Date: Expiry Date 

Tour Details 

Nine 

Address. 


la No: Day 

Signature: 


For advice or more information, please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
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Mixing 
with the 
salt of 
the 
earth 



High season (ing): the Salt Hotel at Salar de Uyuni, where the local resource is extensively used to bizarre effect 


Photograph: Massimo Bardhi/Bruce Coleman Limited 
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The desert lands of south-west 
Bolivia are remote and unearthly. 
Kerry McKibbin spent five days in a 
j\ surreal landscape. 

u Flve hundred dollars and food not in- 
cluded? You want us to starve to death in 
the desertn^ihk ormyinolBe/ahegof 
you,” said the Israeli tourist 

For a good hour I had been convinced 
that I was the-antytourist in town. Certainly, 
1 had been the only traveller among the old 
men gathered at the main square, ex* 
changing the evening’s gossip under a wa- 
tery sunset As Td ventured up the Avenida 
Ferroviarxa, a bowler-batted Woman had 
stridden ahead of me, her coca-leaf wares 
wrapped in a pink, woven shawl, and her 
child waddling behind, tightly padded 
against the intense cold, his arm stretch- 
ing up to hold the end of his mother’s plait 
Both were dwarfed by the statue of an 
armed railway worker which dominated the 
main street of Uyuni, the last outpost on 
the edge erf" the Bolivian desert, and the main 


base from which desert expeditions begin. 
Survival on snch journeys requires two 
things: endurable companions and a driver 
with a compass in his head. As a solo trav- 
eller, I was on the lookout for both. 

As 2 entered the tourist office, the oth- 
er foreigner was bargaining hard: **OK. 
Three hundred dollars - but Fll find five 
' more people." His eyes lit up ashe saw me. 
“Four more people." One more Israeli, a 
Swiss and a French couple later, we’d se- 
cured a five-day round trip. A teachers' 
strike also provided us with Quin tin, who, 
instead of delivering lessons on natural sci- 
ence, became our driver. 

Early the next day, with pan-pipe mu- 
sic blaring, our four-wheel drive vehicle 
headed towards an intriguing strip of 
white salt that glimmered in the distance. 
We exchanged the usual introductory sto- 
ries of tropical diseases suffered, while the 
desert crept upon us unexpectedly. Sud- 
denly the vehicle skidded. \Vb were driving 
across the flats of Salar de Uyuni. A blind- 
ing white sheet of tightly packed salt crys- 
tals, forming interlocking, octagonal tiles. 


stretched from one horizon to another. 
Only a faint, brown track where the salt 
crust had been worn by previous Jeep tyres 
indicated human intrusion. We were sur- 
prised, therefore, to encounter a commuter. 

In front of us, a boy wearing a balacla- 
va and sunglasses shovelled salt on to a pile, 
licking his finger and marking it with his 
initials. Quintin waved in recognition. 
The boy was one of the salt farmers who 
cycle daily from Colchani to work the 10 
billion tonnes of salt for export to Brazil 

Apart from such commuters, the edge 
of the Salar boasted an hotel, also made 
of salt blocks. Here, guests sat on salt chairs 
around salt tables, admiring salt ornaments 
which already included a Christmas tree 
complete with baubles. Stopping for lunch, 
we played table football trying to reassure 
ourselves that this was still the same plan- 
et we’d been inhabiting that morning. But 
the faraway Isla de Pescadores with its car- 
pet of cacti continued to shimmer and float 
on the midday beat haze. 

Back on the track. Jeeps from com- 
peting companies accelerated past us. 


throwing up clouds of dirt which coated my 
tongue with red, metallic-tasting dust 
Brown, sloping hills rhythmically rase and 
fell to pan pipes while the French couple 
began to complain that the Swiss traveller’s 
one cassette, Mustcade las Andes, was be- 
coming wearing. 

Occasionally we would encounter sculp- 
tured erratics, desert versions of twisted, 
wind-blown trees. Small lakes would ap- 
pear ahead, and rare James flamingos with 
shocking-pink wings took flight at the sound 
of our engine. 

That evening, in the village of San Juan, 
I crept down the main dirt track to the 
church, my footsteps startlingly loud. No 
trees wave their branches here. No traffic 
passes. No birds sing. Untying the chicken 
wire at the gate, 1 passed graves with wood- 
en crosses. Some were decorated with flow- 
ers; not all were named. Like the 
surrounding dwellings, the thatched church 
was made of adobe bricks. Its tower, no 
higher than 12ft, supported two potteiy vas- 
es and a crucifix. From behind me the sun 
cast an orange light, and the purple shad- 
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ows in the crevices of the mountains in- 
creased with the fading light The church 
door was slightly ajar and in the beam of 
my torch 1 picked out a sack of skulls. Next 
to it was another containing leg bones; an- 
other with arms and spines. A distant ay 
intruded as women herded their llamas into 
stone pens, pulling their shawls tight as the 
sun finally went down. 

Back at our communal room, the Swiss 
boy, suffering altitude sickness, had stuffed 
his mouth with coca leaves. Meanwhile the 
Israelis investigated the outhouses, and re- 
ported a lack of showers. At least we were 
to be saved the nightly terror which ac- 
companies electrically-heated (and badly 
wired) Bolivian showers. In the darkness 
of the room, pan-pipe music played soft- 
ly. “For God's sake!" came exasperated 
French hisses. I could see my breath in the 
moonlight It was mums 20 degrees outside: 

The desert defied my senses. Mirages 
held inverted reflections of hills; lagoons 
changed their colour as the winds blew. La- 
guna Colorado appeared red; Laguna 
"Vbrde’s grey mixed to blue and then to green 


as the temperature of its minerals rose. High 
at the Sol de Manana, 4,800 metres above 
sea level, the earth squealed scalding 
steam; sulphur clouds rose up, enveloping 
my companions whose silhouettes looked 
trapped againsr the early morning sun. 

And in the midst of this wilderness, we 
encountered blasted check-points - one of 
them a camouflaged military camp where 
the Bolivian flag fluttered nadly in the wind 
and two soldiers, who looked about 16, 
stood around in tattered uniforms. They 
allowed the Israelis, who had just finished 
their military service, to check out their ri- 
fles before receiving an angry dressing- 
down from their commander for handing 
over their weapons. Meekly, they checked 
our passports, lifted the road terrier and. 
returning to the jeep window, asked 
whether we had any sweets. 

After five days and 870 kilometres, we 
returned in darkness to Uyuni. The town, 
we agreed, looked almost welcoming, and 
the prospect of a hot meal at H Rosedal 
was positively luxurious. As we ordered, 
Edith Piaf was playing in the background. 


For an intriguing 
combination of nostalgia 
and adventure, there’s 
nowhere quite like 
Paraguay, writes 
Robert del Quiom. 

Central post offices in the capitals 
of Latin America were built to im- 
press people for whom the writing 
of a letter or a telegram was an 
event of much contemplation and 
the sending of it a wrestling match 
-with a sinewy aim of the state. TM1 
doors would revolve to admit pen- 
sioners, office boys and girls, and 

travellers, who all trudged over mo- 
saics for many metres. Lately, 
though, cuts and shortages have 
slackened the states’ biceps. Doors 
squeak and stick, 'brass is smeary, 
positions are attended onlybya few 

distracted clerks among terse cards 

-cerrado, fechado, ferm^ -dosed, 

. it in any language. • 

p ' Not so in Paraguay. There, a ha- 

bitual make-do grandeur and lack 
of cash meant that the capital’s post 
office was improvised in an old 
townhouse of a single storey- Asun- 
ci6n still has this delightful ameni- 
ty. in rooms off all four sides of the 
.central courtyard, packages are 
we ighed where the mistress of the 
house used to chivvy the laundry 
women about the starch m the coi- 

laKcustomsdedarationsaie hand- 
ed over where the master drank fos 
bitter tea and read the paper, ink- 
pads and sealing wax arestored 
where the children kept their rock- 
ing-horses and dolls’ houses- 
- Customers stand at 
desks id the covered patio, wufl 
their backs to the luxuriant eemr*“ 
garden. When inspiration M ana 
you turn away from the 

l twnety.ridicolouisofthegjb-frOR 

) ics refresh the mind, and itsas 

' though some wild and 

• tongue might at -any moment 


chirrup a prompt from among the 
leaves and flowers, and even pro- 
trude to lick your stamps, 

Asuncion is a low-built city laid 
out as a grid, always offering 
glimpses of green - plants h an g i n g 
from house walls, lush banks of the 
rivers that meet nearby. The lan- 
guage you hear people speaking 
here sounds more like Chinese 
than anything European. Guaran 
was spoken —but not written— long 
before the Spaniards arrived. It’s . 
widely used by Paraguayans, 
whether they have indigenous blood 
■ or not,. and the Paraguayan cur- 
rency, out of extra respect, is the 
guarani 

Tb see how the country used to 
live - and continues to live now - 
get out of the city and visit the re- 
mains of Jesuit missions. They ran 
the region as a theocratic colony for 
more than a century until the 
■S panis h empire expelled it in 1767. 

Then spend time on an es- 
tanda (cattle ranch). The tourist bu- 
reau in Asuncddn can arrange that 
- expect old-fashioned, macho- 
type encounters amid grand hori- 
zons, strong wrists, long whips, 

supple horses and azzling steaks. 

Vegetarians do not thrive here.^ 

Up the River Paraguay, when i t’s 

• not in flood, there are boat trips to 

Concepdfo, half-way across the 
country, and even as far as Co- 
nmjbd on the frontier of Brazfl and 

Bolivia. p , _ 

Thaf s at the edge of the ran- 
tanal, one of the greatest expans- 
es dfwetlandleft on the planet, with 
wildlife galore, mob-handed mos- 
quitoes and slow to-ings and £n> 

• igs in mist and sunlight of herds 
erf. long-homed cattle - a kind of 
Chisholm Trail up to its knees m wa- 
ter.- TOch out for the African 

: crocodiles that some fool of an en- 
trepreneur has started to breed far- 
ther down the rivers. A close 
encounter here ... well, that would 
be.something to write home about 


Getting there 

In the past year the traveller to South 
America has suffered two bouts of 
bad news. The first was when the 
Venezuelan airline Viasa collapsed, 
removing one of the best budget bets 
to most South American destin- 
ations. The next was the imposition 
of higher taxes on travellers by the 
US government, making 

America a much more ex- 

pensive proposition for 
connecting flights. pSll 

The good news Is that H- • 
the arrival of two “new" 
airlines, Avianca of Cdom- 
bia, and TfamsbrasQ, means Byflit 
more choice and lower 
fares. British Airways, BffGd 

Iberia of Spain and KLM K*'* 

Royal Dutch Airlines have 
responded by offering 
some good prices on spe- 
cific flights.The best deals 
are likely tobe to Buenos 
Aires. Rio and Sao Paulo. 

Tb reach the destina- 
tions featured on these K||fl 

pages, try the following: ||pfaj 

-Heathrow to La Faz, Bo- 
livia, on Avianca via Bo- j Ijgw 
got£;one of numerous UK pflfiif 
airports to Quito, Ecuador, 
on KLM via Amsterdam; mSM 
Heathrow to Asuncion, 

Paraguay on Viasa, via Rio. 

South American specialist agen- 
cies know their way through the 
Amazonian jungle of air fares; fn- 
dependem writers have received good 
service from Journey Latin Ameri- 
ca (0181-747 31 08), South American 
Experience (0171-976 5511) and 
Steamond (0171-730 8646). 

Getting in 

Visas are no longer required for short 
visits by British passport holders to 
any South American nation. Immi- 
gration officials may, however, re- 
quest evidence of an air ticket out 
of the country, and sufficient funds. 


Getting around 

To see plenty of South America (or, 
at any rate, its airports), the Gold- 
en air pass enables you to visit five 
South American cities for a total of 
$1,045 (£618 at yesterday’s rate). Tb 
quality, you must fly to the Colom- 
bian capital Bogota, on the nation- 
al airline Avianca (0990 767747). You 


VENEZUELA 


COLOMBIA 



^Amazon 


BRAZIL 


ConjmbA 


^■PAfiAGLW 


Timetable gives an indication of fre- 
quencies on main routes, but the pre- 
cise schedules change often. The 
timetable also details the depleted 
network of railways in South Amer- 
ica (see Red Channel page 3). 

Driving is only for the fearless, 
bearing in mind the imaginative 
motoring techniques employed by 
the locals. Venezuela has 

one of the highest rates of 

road deaths in the world. 


Health 

Except in parts of the south 
of the continent, take pre- 
cautions against malaria, 
hepatitis and yellow fever. 
Beyond this, it would be 
foolish to generalise about 
the risks in a continent 
that includes, inter alia, 
some of the driest and 
wettest locations in the 
world, and has huge varia- 
tions in wealth. Consult 
your GP or a travel medi- 
cine spedalst such as Mas- 
ta (0891 224100) for advice 
about specific destinations. 
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can then choose from a range of 
places, including Quito, Lima,LaBaz 
Buenos Aires, Santiago and Rio. 

The main form of surface trans- 
port in South America is the bus. The 
term covers a multitude of vehicles, 
from smooth, air-conditioned coach- 
es to converted trucks (or even un- 
converted trucks). The ejecudvo 
services on the highways of Brazil, Ar- 
gentina and Chile are fast and com- 
fortable. At the other extreme, you 
may find yourself dinging to the back 
of a lony that is lurching precariously 
between mudholes in rural Bolivia. 
The Thomas Cook Overseas 


ictdfl J Money 

i Pounds - either travellers' 
cheques or cash -are hard 
— to exchange in South 
America. US dollars, are 
the preferred currency, and a reserve 
of $1, $5 and $10 bills can help tern-' 
poraiy shortages of focal currency. 
Since rapid devaluation is the norm 
for many SouthAmerican currencies, 
obtain only a little at a time. 

living costs 

You can live very cheaply in Bolivia, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru 
and Venezuela. A good dinner may 
cost £5, a nigh t in a comfortable hold 
£10. life is cheaper if you stay in 
places busy with insea life. Argenti- 
na, Brazil and Chile are as expensive 
as most European destinations. 
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Win a Christmas Shopping 
Weekend to Calais with 
Copthorne Hotels and Le Shuttle 



H 

COPTHORNE 


Make Christmas 

shopping (ess stressful 
this year by winning a 
luxury weekend break at 
the 3 star Copthorne 
Calais HoteL 

The Hotel is 
conveniently situated by 
the Channel Tunnel 
Terminal and Gte 
Europe shopping 

complex which offers a 
wide choice of 150 
shops and boutiques, 
ideal to finalise your 
Christmas shopping. 

The weekend break 
includes a two night stay 
in one of the luxury 
Connoisseur rooms, 
with breakfasts meal for 
two in the hotel 
restaurant and a free 
botrie of champagne to 
celebrate. 

You can also take full 
advantage of the Hotel’s 
excellent health and 
leisure facilities. 


To enter, simply dial the 
number below, and leave 
your answer to the 
following question, 


Q: What Is the star 
rating of the Copthorne 
Calais? 

0930 563 564 

All Independent readers 
are eligible for a special 
rat* of £45 per person for 
an overnight break at the 
Copthorne - Coquelle 
C ala is . Price includes one 
night bed A breakfast fir 
return Le Shuttle ticket 
based on two in a car, valid 
until 23112/97. 

lb book call Le Shuttle 
Holidays on 0990 353535 
and quote "The 
Independent Promotion*. 
Prices are based on two 
people sharing a room. A 
limited number of rooms 
are available. 


Cilt a/tt Wp p*r rntaott m al com. Want pMerf tt andem rfar ton dsn M NoKntv im 
U—l rh». .|np f atortActeabtoit 
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Roofing Of the world.* before the war, Blaenau sent state to the four corners of the earth. Below, the Conwy Valley line 


The New Tudor Chronograph 

around £1,000. 



Available in a choice of black or steel bezel, with either a black, white, red, green, 
silver or blue dial with either a leather strap or steel bracelet. Waterproof to fifty 
metres, scratchproof glass, with a Swiss made, self-winding mechanical movement. 

A comprehensive range of Tudor models and further information is available from: sg» ««o Samoa «*» n jSa omcm' Rroiim 

& 




G’CVL'D'S'MTT’H’S W'A-LK’E'R ^ HALL 

The first officially appointed Role* stockists in the UK. 
p or fffore information about your local jemller, pUasc call 0800 GOLDSMITHS ( OS 00 465 3761. 
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Clean slate for a 
Welsh steam train 


Photograph: MSI 


Once the slate capital of the western 

worid, the challengingly named 

Blaenau Ffestiniog now offers a 
' strangely beautiful setting for a Welsh 
weekend, writes Heather Payton. 

It was going to be a lovely evening - a rare thing, 

we'd been led to believe, in this wild north west 
of Wales. Just half-an-hour earlier, we’d arrived 
in the dark, and walked the 50 yards to the hotel 
Now the sky was dappled above us, the clouds 

luniinousin the raooniigbt as we enjoyed our pre- 
dinner stroll, inuchbetterthaii the southern Eng- 
llsh fog we’d left behind. Wales U E ng l an d niL 

“Hang on,” said my husband, who is a 
Welshman, so he’s allowed to cast doubt “It’s 
a bloody great efiff.” 

It was. A 200-ft vertical mountain of slate, 
glintin g wetly, towered over a small parade of 
shops. This was Blaenau Ffestiniog, former slate 
capital of the western world. 

It had all started on a perfect summer's day 
as we watched a tiny train scoot along, appar- 
ently inches from the sea from our vantage point 
half-way up a Welsh hQL Hams could be nice, 
after all. So here we were on a damp November 
evenin g , six trains and nine-and-a-half journey 
hours into a marathon three-day anticlockwise 
circuit of Wales. Just the birthday present for the 
Welshman who has everything. Paddington, 
Cardiff, Crewe, Chester, Llandudno Junction, 
Betws-y-Goed. Tomorrow and the day after, the 
Ffestiniog narrow gauge to Porthmadog, glottal- 
twisting Machynlleth, Iianwrtyd, UandeSo and 
Llanelli, before Swansea and borne. Phew. 

Before the war, Blaenau sent its slate, via the 
little railway, to the four corners of the earth, 
roofing the worid from what feels like the roof 
of the world. Conditions for the underground 
workers were appalling, but the English mine- 
owners made profits until eventually cheaper 
Spanish slate overwhelmed them. By the Fifties 
many of the mines had closed; the last time the 
remainder made money was in the Sixties. 
Now, apart from two 'remaining mines, Blaenau's 
slate stays in the ground, the population has 
shrunk from 15,000 to 5,000, and the Welsh- 
speaking local kids hang out by the bus shelter 
to the occasional sound of breaking glass. 

But it does have an extraordinary sort of 
beauty, in a decaying industrial sort of way. The 
High Street is fighting back with a darter of smart 
fascias and the newly renovated (and pricey) 
Queen’s Hotel. Eighteen months ago it was 
derelict The new owners hope that its rebirth, 
at a cost of £450,000, is one symbol for the town. 
Another is its cewly-redisccrvered role as the film- 
makers' darling. White Knigfu, with Richard Gere, 
was shot nearby, 60 years after its ddbut as the 
site of the first-ever Welsh language movie, and 
the area is currently providing the backdrop for 
a television re-make of Matin. Don’t feel too 
sorry for Blaenau. 

In daylight, the dominance of the shiny slate 
is more obvious. What on earth does it do to the 
psyche, to grow up under towering, dripping mon- 
uments to industrial failure? Or to play rugby 
in the shadow of a gigantic slag heap? 

We opted for a morning walk up the hill to 
the last remaining slate mine to run tours for the 
visitors. The other has just been bought by 
McAlpine, and will concentrate on producing 
slate. 

But although Llechwydd does tours all year, 
there was nothing that would give two damp 
hampers the time to surface and walk back in 
time for their train, so we bad to content our- 
selves with a free wander through the recon- 
structed Victorian miners' village. Here we heard 
the tale of Dafydd Franck the Mind harpist who. 


as an old man, told bisdaugbter. “Wheatbe fond- 

string breaks, iny time will have come. Onestnng , 

went then another, and another. The harprstwas . 
soon dead Perhaps Blaenau’s three strm^ha^: . 
ins broken, are gingerly being rejoined. -j. 

; As we walked backdown to Blaenau, thesun-> 
struggled out, bouncing off the slate and theA- 

smoke of the little town far below. . , 

Most of the tourists who visit Blaenau do so 
for the trains. The Conwy Vhlley line from the v . 
north follows the river, wide and silver to start • 



the oddly Germanic Betws-y-COed. The mount- 
ains are all around; as everyone knows, Vfeles 

would be far bigger than England, if only it could 
be ironed out _ - - 

Yet It’s the steam-drawn Ffestiniog Railway 

that really brings them in. In its early days after 
1S36, it carried its wagons full of slate down the 
13-mile 670-ft drop to Porthmadog by gravity. . 
The horses got a free lift down, but had to haul 
it back up. In later years came steam, and hu- 
man passengers, but when war was declared, it- 
came to a halt, the engines abandoned where :, 
they stood. By the Fifties, its tracks had ctisap^; 
peared and bits of its engines were gracing the^ 
living-rooms of souvenir hunters. It was to be., 
another 30 years before, lovingly restored byvoj-/., 
unteers, it would reopen. ' t . 

The train arrives at Biaenan in a cloud of .; 
steam, and the driver and his mates, hats pulled^ ; 
down, relish their glory as they busy themselves ' . 
with what all little boys want to do. The hour-,' 
long trip is st unning The train rocks urgently 
past lakes, squeezes through fern-studded rock.!! . 
cuttings, sidles precariously along the sides of ^ 
mountains, its track built up with stones, before * 
bursting into a sunlit valley of golden trees with,? 
golden apples and golden tight. You don’t get - 
this view from any road. ' • y 

As we trundle through the forests we pass red**/ 
socked walkers; if you get your timing right, you ' a 
can get off at one of the thy halts with challenging .■ 
names and meet the next train further down: • 
Tanygrisiau where a new tunnel had to be blasted,', 
through the mountain, or Dduallt and Thn-y- . 
Bwich, Where the track loops around on itself 
as it spirals down the valley. Or from Minffordd 
there’s a 15-minute walk to the ltalianate village 
of Portmeirion, scene of the cult TV series. The 
Prisoner. 

Eventually there are views through the . 
mountains, growing ever larger, of the estuary 
where the LJyn Peninsula meets the Cambrian -• 
Coast, before a right turn takes us aver a cause- 
way to Porthmadog with Snowdonia rearing up 
behind it A museum at the station’s tea rooms 
tells of the railway’s reincarnation, but for us it 
was the 10-minute walk to the mainline station, 
and on with the journey south. 

Remarkably, it all fitted together. Eleven dif- i 
ferent trains, nearly all on time, 18 hours of travel. . 
The planning took nearly as long. It would prob- - 
ably have been quicker by road, but no! nearly 
as pretty. Would I do it again? Well ... the Ffes- 
tiniog Railway breaks its winter slumber between 
Christmas and New Year, so if I have a few days 
off Til be on my way. It is bound to look com- • •. 
pletefy different clockwise. . : . 

for more details of the Ffestiniog Railway, call - 
01766 513340 or go to www.feslraiLco.uk on the . - , 
Internet. For train timetables, call 0345 484950 or ^- 
consuhraHirack.co.uk. The Freedom of Wales Fieri:; . 
Pass offers eight days’ rail travel over 15 days far . r . j 
£57 until 4 January. 

Heather Payton paid £70 for a huge double room , 
at the Queen's Hotel Blaenau Ffestiniog (01766 Z . 
830055). Uechwedd Slate Caverns: 01766830306. : 
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Rocks of ages 


% 


In the north are savage 
peaks, to the south 
gently rolling lowlands. 
The Isle of Arran is 
Scotland in miniature - 
and a British gem, writes 
Graham Hoyland. 

The odd thing about islands is 
that you keep going back to 
them. I was conceived on the Isle 
of Arran, and I suppose 1 wDl 
keep returning until 1 die. Our 
family decamped there every 
summer holiday, coming up 
from England to stay with my 
grandmother. We didn’t live in 
the Front House, her solidsand- 
stone terraced house in Brod- 
ick, but squatted in the Back, a 
tiny, two-room cottage with 
wooden cabins behind it in an- 
other, recessive Back. Grand- 
mother came too. From here, in 
an atm osphere of para ffin lamps 
and the smell of damp, come my 
oldest memories of Arran. 

The reason for my grand- 
mother's seasonal move was to 
make room for the Folk. Nearly 


everyone in Arran seemed to let 
their houses to the holiday- 
makers from Glasgow. Stand- 
ing in the Firth of Clyde has 
truly made Arran “Scotland's 
holiday island", but somehow its 
very popularity blinds people to 
the feet that this is one of the 
real gems of the British Isles. 

Robert Burns seemed blind 
to Anan. too. He must have seen 
the Arran hills from the inland 
Ayrshire farms where he spent 
his youth, but he fails to mention 
the island in his writings. This 
seems unaccountable; as you ar- 
rive at the dismal town of 
Ardrossan to catch the ferry you 
cannot foil to be impressed by the 
view across 14 miles of sea - if 
jTs not raining. Then you may 
just sec a dirty grey smudge. But 
on a dear day, Airan floats 
there io ail her glory. 

At once you can see why the 
island claims to be a Scotland 
in miniature. In the north, sav- 
age peaks jag against the sky, 

their flanks streaked with white 

burns. In the middle the glens 
dip down to Brodick, the main 
village, and to the south are the 


softly rolling lowlands, inter- 
rupted by the shape of Holy isle. 

You can take your car on to 
the ferry, or, better still, your 
bike. As the ferry approaches 
Brodick Bay on the eastern side 
of the island you may see mea- 
sured mDe markers further up 
the coast. The Clyde-built lin- 
ers used to time their trials 
speed against them; this stretch 
of water is where they first 
stretched their sea-legs. 

Arran is immeasurably an- 
cient; it was an island before the 
mainland of Britain parted 
company with Europe. We 
know tins because its spectac- 
ular physical structure was the 
battleground of the early geol- 
ogists, the Nepturrists versus the 
Plutonists. The views of the lat- 
ter prevailed; it is now believed 
that the northern granite peaks 
were the result of an upwdling 
of molten material from the 
Earth's interior, since eroded by 
time -and the hammers of gen- 
erations of geology students, 
who have come every simmer 
to drip away at the 5QD-rail]ioo- 
year-old bones of the island. 
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As (he ferry lies up alongside 
Brodick pier you can see that 
the coast road goes in two di- 
rections - of course, it’s circu- 
lar. It’s 56 miles round the 
island, and it can be cycled in a 
day. It’s also a great way to see 
Arran. If you go noithaboutyou 
do the difficult bits first. You. 
pedal through Brodick, around 
the broad bay named by the 
Vikings, perhaps gazing up at 
' Goatfell. the highest mountain 
of the island. Just under 3,000ft, 
it’s not big enough to qualify for 
the Munro system, which sug- 
gests that only mountains over 
that height are worth climbing. 
This screes to point out the ab- 
surdity of a system based on size. 

Arran’s mountains are some 
of the finest in the world, being 
finely shaped, accessible in a day 
and surrounded by sea. Across 
the bay, beneath Goatfell, is 
Brodick Castle, a red sand- 
stone symbol of the power of the 
feudal system, repeatedly 
sacked and rebuSL A study of 
its blood-soaked history leaves 
you feeling rather grateful for 
Irving in our own age. 

One of the absentee land- 
lords, the 12th Duke of Hamfi- 
ton, preferred to carouse in 
Nice with bis expensive mis- 
tress, Amelia Gioia, on an in- 
come of £140,000 a year. 
Meanwhile his tenants were be- 
ing thrown off the land to 
make room for the cost-effec- 
tive black-faced sheep. Now you 
can enjoy tea while admiring 
the castle gardens, which have 
fine rhododendrons. ' 

Pedalling up the coast, you 
pass through Come, reckoned 
by Asquith to be the prettiest 
village in Europe, and home to 
the founder of the publishing 
Macmillans. For one bizarre 
moment you double-take, and 
then realise that the bollards of 
the tiny harbour are painted to 
look like sheep. Black-faced . 
sheep. Looking left as you 
pass through Sana ox you can 
see right up Glen Sannax to Or 
Mhor, a dramatic mountain 
view. Ii’s a struggle up and over 
the Boguflle, where tbc road 
leaves the coast and takes to 
the hills, but behind you'll see 
a great jagged ridge, with the 
terrible Witch’s Leap. 

“Arran of the many stags," 
declaimed a Gaelic poet at this 
rime of year you may see a stag 
rendered black and frightening 
by wallowing In the peat bogs. 
Tlien it’s a long, winding free- 
wheel into Lochranza with its 
grim castle, and views of the 
Mull of Kin tyre. 

Now the Toad turns south 


along the flat shoreline of the 
wesl coast. Remole and sparse- 
ly populated, this side of the is- 
land feels Hebridean. Past a row 
of white cottages at Catacol, 
wonderfully named the Tarelve 
Apostles, and past the guest 
house suD run by members of 
my family. Up the glen is to be 
found a species of service tree 
unique to Arran. I remember 
going on an exhausting expe- 
dition up there with my father 
to find one, while my mother - 
another native of the bland - 
found a tree by the road after 
a leisurely lunch. 

It's easy pedalling on thus 
side of Arran; your tyres sing 
as you cycle on the polbhcd Tar- 
mac and it can feel surprising- 
ly lonely. The sky seems huge; 
the qystercatchere whistle along 
the shore. Nothing much has 
changed here for thousands of 
years, and the great stone cir- 
cles at Machrie remind you of 
the ancient owners of this land. 

The names slip by: Tbrbeg, 
Dnimadooo and Slidderv Wa- 
ter. Suddenly you find yourself 
in a tropical rain-forest. Ap- 
propriately, Lagg is at the south- 
ern end of the bland: the palm 
trees and lush undergrowth are 
an indication of the warmth of 
the Gulf Stream that washes 
around the island. Tea at the ho- 
tel here is timely, as now you are 
reluming northwards. 

In Whiting Bay you will 
pass the Burlington Guest 
House, where I had the best 
meal Tre ever had on the island. 
Now Holy Isle b coming into 
view in the huge, natural an- 
chorage of Lamlash bay. Saint 
Mdlabe lived here in. a cave (_as 
was fashionable in the sixth cen- 
tuiy), and for hundreds of years 
Holy Isle was a place of Chris- 
tian pilgrimage. Now it is 
owned by a sect of Tibetan Bud- 
dhists who want to make the 
island-within-an-islnud a world 
centre for ecumenical, ecolog- 
ically friendly contemplation. 
They have already planted 
30,000 trees and have plans for 
a muJtl-nuUion-pound retreat 
complex sunk into the hillside. 

Abbot-Lama Yeshe Losal's 
cell will be at the top, reached 
by a winding path, and glass- 
fronted Individual cells will 
cascade downwards in two tiers, 
one for men. one for women. 
Each cell echoes St Molaise’s 
cave, but will include a lavato- 
ry and shower. The Buddhists 
are riying to leave their Wheel 
of Life to reach a finer place, 
but as we gasp over the hfll from 
Lamlash we have come full cir- 
cle on our journey. 


Now we can speed back 
down to Brodick pier. The 
northern hills look good from 
up here, frozen in a snapshot 
from their million-year lives. 
This is what Arran so power- 
fully evokes; the infinity of 
time. We are just shadows that 
flit across the land; all we can 
do b celebrate iL 

Getting there: Most feny ser- 
vices are operated from 
Ardrossan to Brodick by 
Caledonian MacBrayne (en- 
quiries, 01475 650100; bookings, 
0990 650000). with three ferries 


each way each day, from 
Ardrossan at 9.45am, 3.15pm 
and 6pm, and from Brodick at 
8.20am, l-50pm and 4.40pm. 
The foot passenger fare b £535 
for a five-day return. A five-day 
return for a regular-sized car 
costs £3930. A bicycle costs £2 
return. 

Accommodation: Graham 
Hqyland’s relations run the 
Fhirhaven Guest House in Cat- 
acol (01770 830237). For oth- 
er places to stay, call the tourist 
information office in Brodick 
(01770302140). 


Eerie ap peal: the standing 
stone at Auchencar on the 
west coast of Arran 

Photograph: 

Colin McPherson 
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Of stars 
and 
sailing 
ships 


Go to Greenwich for a day out 
and you're almost guaranteed 
to lose your sense of time — 
there’s so much to explore, 
writes Sarah JeweL 


A day's visit to Greenwich is an intrigu- 
ing eye-opener on the relationship be- 
tween time, space and the navigation of 
the sea. In the 17th century the greatest 
problem that beset all maritime trading 
nations was how to travel across the seas 
to the New World without getting lost. In 
1675 Charles U decided that be would ap- 
point an astronomer to draw up a map of 
the heavens that would be accurate 
enough for sailors to pinpoint their long- 
itudinal position at sea. It took John Flam- 
steed, the first Astronomer Royal, 40 
years, but his meticulous charts of the night 
sky solved the problem until the invention 
of the marine chronometer. In 1884 
Greenwich was chosen as the site of the 
prime meridian line of the world (long- 
itudinal position 0) and Greenwich Mean 
Tune began. 

Charles U's Royal Observatory, which 
was designed by Sir Christopher Wren, is 
perched on the top of Greenwich hill and 
the magnificent view from the m mtftm line 
looks out over the National Ma ritime Mus- 
eum, the Queen’s House - Inigo Jones’s 
17th-century royal villa, the Royal Naval 
College and the 19th-century tea clipper, 
the Cutty Sark. Beyond the Thames, the yel- 
low construction cranes of the Millennium 
Dome loom as this century’s tribute to the 
passage of time. 

The visitors 

Sarah Jewel took Esther Hindley, nine, and 
Guy Hiadley, seven. 

Sarah: We took the Docklands light 



Gr«*Wch: an intrigumg^^^ 

on the reia**® ns *"P 

space and the navigation ofthesea. 

photograph: Brian Harre * 


Railway to Island Gardens and then 
walked through the leaky foot tunnel 
under the Thames to Greenwich pier. It 
was pouring with rain as we came out of 
the tunnel and we looked up at the glis- 
tening symmetry of the rigging and masts 
of the Cutty Sark outlined against the sky. 

Launched in 1S69, this delicate little ship 
was built to sail to China and back in the 
great tea races of the 1870s. After stand- 
ing over the polished wooden and brass 
steering wheel on the main deck and fan- 
tasising that we were out on the open seas, 
with the rain lashing into our feces, we 
seeded warming up. 

Greenwich village is full of bars, cafes 
and exciting shops. We dived into the Pier 
Fish Restaurant where we each had some 
tasty cod and chips and a rather watery hot 


chocolate. Then we made a beeline through 
the park to the Old Royal Observatory. 

For anyone, like myself, with an under- 
developed sense of spadal awareness this 
is the place to push the buttons, play with 
the gadgets and get to grips with measur- 
ing the lines of longitude and latitude 
around the world, working out time 
changes between the eastern and western 
hemispheres. Clocks of all description 
are on display, from li H4" the forerunner 
of all pretisiou watches, to the Accurist Mil- 
lennium Countdown dock. 

As we left the Old Royal Observatory 
the sun started to shine, and we walked 
down the hill across the beautifully kept 
lawn to the National Maritime Museum. 
Huge oil paintings of the battleships that 
fought during the First and Second World 


Whrs line the walls of tb e erfnbitkra of 20th- 
century sea power. The bloodied breeches 
of the greatest captain of the seas. Admiral 
Lord Nelson, are on display in the exhib- 
ition that charts his life and loves. 

Esther: I thought the Docklands train was 
very exciting because there was no driver 
and it feels as though you are controlling 
it yourself. I liked sliding about on the 
decks of the Cutty Sark which were very 
wet and slippery, and looking below deck 
at Long John Silver's collection of lady 
figureheads. 

In the Old RcyaJ Observatory we 
played games and learnt what the time dif- 
ference is between London and Los An- 
geles. We saw an enormous telescope that 
can see through the clouds at night, but 1 


was disappointed that we weren’t allowed 
to look through it We played with a mach- 
ine that explained how light rays shine 
through different-shaped lenses. I think my 
class should go there, because we are learn- 
ing about convex and concave lenses at the 
moment. 

At the Maritime Museum there was a 
really exciting gallery for children with lots 
of different gadgets and games all about 
people and the sea. I liked putting my hands 
in a huge pair of rubber gloves made a tank 
and feeling how difficult it is to operate ma- 
chinery under water. In the Lord Nelson 
exhibition there was a film about the Bat- 
tle of Trafalgar that showed how Nelson 
got shoL In the room about 20th-century 
ships, the whole exhibition was shaped like 
a boat, and there was a pretend control 


room of a fiigate where weshot torpedoes 

at an enemy ship on a computer screen. 

Guy: I liked the train becanse it went slow 

and fast and it felt like being in one of 
my racing cars that tip to the side when 
they go round the corners of my Scalex- 
trix. I thought we bad a very good cap- 
tain Of the train - but I wasn’t sure how 

be controlled it. . 

I thought the Cutty Sark was very in- 
teresting, and I liked going below deck 
where there was a sailor who was tying all 
different opes of sea knots with funny 
names like Chinese button knot andmon- 
key’s fist knot- 

The thing I Kked best at the Observatory 
was the old wooden telescope in the Oct- 
agon Room, because when 1 looked into 
it I didn’t see the sky and the rain - instead 
I saw Pluto, the dog from Disneyland. I 
would like to go there at night and look 
through the enormous telescope and see 
a star being made, like we saw on the video 

screen. At the Maritime Museum I liked 


room to Esther in the children's, gallery. I 
hnri & very good day out. 

The deal 

Getting there: the Docklands Light Rail- 
way runs from Bank or Tbwer H21 Ibbe 
to Island Gardens. Walk through the foot 
tunnel to Greenwich. Boat cruises firm 
Westminster, Charing Cross or Tower 
piers to Greenwich pier. 

Prices; The Old Royal Observatoiy and 
the National Maritime Museum (0181-858 
4422) open daily 10am-5pm, adults £5.50, 
concessions £430, children £3; combined 
ticket includes entry to Queen's 
Ho use. Cutty Sark: open daily 10am-5pm, 
Sun 12 aoon-5pm, adults £3-50, children 
£230, family £830. 

Ollier attractions: Royal Naval College, 
Queen’s House, Greenwich Park. . - 
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BRITANNIA HOTEL 
Edr eflbe Itak Wand . Siedipm 
0161 939 1999 

BRITANNIA ASHLEY HOTEL 
neweuor via-p. Ttak. Ckrefan 

M6ira37W 

BOSWORTH HALL HOTEL 
to the mam- XtaWiwnl 
•14S9 291919 
BRITANNIA HOTEL 


BRITANNIA HOTEL 

Ad)UBn« dir Cuicdral • C.rrevtrj 
01283633733 

THE ROYAL COVRT HOTEL 
Cowmre 
9128)334171 
BRITANNIA HOTEL 
bdifcU Street. Wi#vcrtnm«re> 
91902 429922 

|THE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL ( 
Monb Wall 1 14 iSJ 

9171 712 9109 
THE CLIVE HOTEL 
Haul***!. Ltwikn 
0171 536 2233 
EUROPA HOTFL 
GoitreA AeiuR. Wen 5o« 
01293 996666 
THE ROYAL ALBION HOTEL | 
Or I hr Pivn - BhnhenxEag &uu 
. 01273 329282 


Fast-Time Ball Ltd, 1 16 Ttant VtiDoy Road, Lichfield, Slaffc WS13 6E(J 

Telephone: 01543 41 1971 Fax: 01543 417531 

A Steamin' Good Day Out 

The Chester Chuffer 

13th December, 1997 

Relive the magic of Steam as a mighty Mogul from the sleam age. 
pulls a train oi heritage carriages to the historic wcdled City of 
Chester. 

Travel in reserved seats on board a private train tram the 
following stations:- London Euston. Watford Junction. 

Milton Keynes. Northampton. Rugby. Birmingham International 
and Wolverhampton. 

Relax and enjoy the unfolding scenery from an unusual mode of 
travel — experience the waves from disbelieving bystanders! 
Time to spend in Ches te r, giving an oppot unity to look far that 
unusual Christmas Gift! 

Unique Complimentary Information Pack 
Three different classes of travel available 
Prices start tram as little as £42.50 return 

Spoil youiseii in the luxury of Premier Class, with full silver service 
at seat dining, by our attentive stewards for £95.00 including 
Great British Breakfast. Light Lunch and a Three Course Dinner 
Special Fares available for Juniors and Families. 

Telephone Past-Time Rafl on 01543 411971 tax Credit Card 
Bookings "nd or further information on tw* other tours. 


^TTTTTTTTTMMTTTTTTTTiiiifii^fMTTTMTTnTMTTTTHfTMTTTTTTTfTiTTTTTTHTl^JI i’enibroklshjre 


FLAS RHIANFA HOHDAT 
APARTMENTS 

Menai Bridge 
Anglesey 1X59 5NS 

Teh 01248713355 
Fax: 01248 713385 

Email; jlfleririanfBhols^ofoieLo&.iA 

Plas Rhianfa is a unique. Grade II listed "Fairy Tale 
Casde* on the hanks of The Menai Strata, 
Breathtaking views over Snowdonia, b eaut iful 
gardens with water frontage and tennis court. Stay 
in one of our delightful apartments including the 
stunning ‘Main Suite' for that Special Occasion. 
Games Room. Ail inclusive prices. Short .break 
offers starting at just 19?- Children welcome. Please, 
telephone for brochure anytime." 

A tittle bit of Welsh Heaven* 



20% OFFOHR 2 NTGI 

For reservations arid-bro& u^ gjpil " 

0X28^870255^ 

qi 



IsleofWi^it 



Golfing Breaks 


Five Coif In Cornwall n 
Stay In 1 7th Century 
Georgian Manor House. 
Ensures Accomodaiion. 
Superb Cuisine. 


£25 b&b or h 
£39 DB&B _ I 

1*01503 230297W 


Ireland 


SHAMROCK Cottagro. 2aa Mtoci 
IndMdual c dM ln «upyt) 
IdcIum PMc Firaa. Alia Col 
Bra tn 823 681 080 

STEAL AWAY AND WOE kom ttw 
snrid: Crahri Houm Hotri. Cm- 
unman Co. QWny. Frao 
brocfroiassaiooi 

BUSH COUNTRY HOUDAYB 1 898 
th* prwrte chofc*. 300 maMO- 
ii * conns** ■* taaritt boa rd 
■ p swrewL Fanlunwn and 
hotrit, Doan® teriWays and 
Im ran drawn uinn. Many me- 
come pria. Cafl 01502 sn 688 
fte- 


Ireland 


NOVEMBER SPECIAL 
3 NIGHTS FROM £79 

Bad, Brcateat and orcsbie raeri 
Uu^d araErait I*4eL 
eatertanomL indaor pud. 
Janrarf, a au i ia . 

'FREE CAB PERBY* 

Hotel 

SaalnaL Saa&ra. Ub i £ Wght 
Tel: 01983 406856 

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL* 
27th • 88th Pae £96 


Country Cottages 
in Ireland 

A magical choice of 
delightful holiday 
properties ia Kerry, 
Cork, Clare 8c Galway. 
Free full colour brochure. 
RING (0990) 851166 
Quote gvitt im smi 
Oi Wtnrnx 

Count*! Cortona in lin m», 
Dm CW17', 7.0. Bo* If. 
Emi swnuN. Lncmta, u9 an. 



The Lake District 


Northumbria 


1 SUPERB cottages. NonhunOria, 
VW( Oatos. Lakaa, Peak*. Sykoe 
CoOagaa 01244 345700. 

www.Rnaxa.LA/syiias 
| NORTHUMBRIA BYWAYS SIC Cat- 
tagea. Lowly tea. 01 22BS73337. 


West Sussex 


HILUHWAITE HOUSE. WhOar- 
mare, Thombarrow Road, ow- 
looUng lafea. All room anaulto 
(aom wWi Jacuzzi baths) Sdd- 
HtB TV, taanwkJng, Sauna, Tyto 
Saw Roam and hesiad Indoor 
po ol so Wy far our guem’ uaa. 
2ni&rts. Se ou rw e dinner BAB | 
ted.VAT only C99. Ontgftta only 
£130. Btodan: 915394 43636 
LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Cot- ] 
180 * 8 . 1669 colow brochure. 
01756 702200 


Bouse Bold 8 tetent 

ETB BgUy Caaraeaded 
Shrated inibe heat of Nttlaaal 
mp woodiad. 20 hi buna Tran 
(he CteteJ C«y ofChkkoaer. 

* sppratteuwly 4 aDo from 
Qnrlcm Good wood. 

Esealfa raou wtt all btBBra. 

Superb Rrataaratf, Licensed 
prBa&Spedal weekend & 
week breaks owl days 
DB4B (rain 2 people) 
A La Carte Merer 
Afow booking; 

Christmas 
& New Year 


0 1798-867373 


Scotland 


in, 

Exceptional holiday 

properties in ehe most 
l bcjraoful arm of Scotland, I 
ntaHWcruocHUK 
RING (0990) 851133 
Quart sv20i(u Bn) 


gLAIRQUHA[\J 

BUnpdnn K (he btw) turn <4 
Mr Auk, HuMcr Dm-. EkW* 
frm|» an «» r.w faiiui nr 

ptWK fkam pr DWKl 

(he braasral Marntl flwdtn*. 


Bhkatu Estate Oflka 
MrjWe. Ajrnfare KA19 7L2 
Tefc 0I69S7 70 239 
Fhs 016657 79 278 


EDHnURGH CENTRAL PLAT 4 
bed riaapa 8, 2 traOia, awbimdng 
pool A prfvoca paridm. gvra A 
sauna. Wfand Friday-Mondoy 
CZ45. Mao eom waaha asrihUa. 
01668 215314, 

SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1868 cotour brodniro. 
Phone now II 01766702213 


Yorkshire & TbeDaJ^ 


DALES BEAUTVU. RENNOVATED 
Stone Bama. St o ap 4 to 17. pata 
WDfcXHTM. brochure 0800 85430B. 
SUPERB cottage*. Yortra Dates, 
N o rt hu m b ria. I Hes, Peeke, 
8yfcee Cottoges 019(4 348700. 
wwic 9 lla.coiMe*fcea 
YORKSHIRE DALES. Moore A 
Coset Over . 200 a/c cotta. 
Brochure (91799) 700672. 

YORK OVER 3H OFF. Z star 
Haworth Court Hotel. Broch 
01904 *26160. 


Self Catering UK 



hoseasons 

Country 

cottages 


Homi-plckrd enttapes 
throughnut Britain. 
Coastal and countrYsUe. 
Free colour brochiur. 


Phone 01502 502 603 
Quote C-482'5 


A superb selection of quality 
character cottages in the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Port. All pr op erties furnished 
to the highest standards. 

Phew now for (res cotoor brochure 

01239-881397^ 


COTTAOES/FABMHOUSES 
throughout Wale*; a> Tburiet 
Board Graded. Wriee HtAteya ■ 

01086 623207 


BRECON BEACONS. Owe 100 e/b 
cottages acme steep upto 30 . 
Many ten lhao E2S0 perwaafo 
htfl 8 — n. Ml 01974 876446 


S66 COTTAGES/FARMHOUSES 
throughput wales; a ibwtet' 
Bogw Graded. WateaHoSday- 
01G8862S2S7 

GOWeR WytBo 17C fonnhDuaein 
200 acres, spectacular stow*, 
eneuite. BBAEM £27, Be bar. 
AA/RAC. Broch 01268 806840 ■. - 

SNOWDONIA CdeatSna Ueyn 
PwwttuBL CoaHL&Countiy cah 
tegee A f a m dio u see. NaAnHoB- 
daye 01 758 720674. 


West Country 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house expartence. 
naar Uaflow. a night breaks tram 
C7S. Ccloar BroUn 01684 82320B 


Sussex 


BEST OF BRtOHTOH A SUSSEX | 
oattegas can offer apts, oott*. ; 
houses. Close to eaw. t own & 
coueryskta.'M: (01Z73J 30677a 



Uils tS(h CeatuiT H a noi House H«4i4 wllh ua list Csnm (Ww, 
Llub t a rflUlcB pmddes ih^p^Oet b vowm m ffrm ri 
Set in 82 acres ol eatdraw and — 

U ulyb, t br»dr a I re trt a ,forui I t n1 S^^dr^™ 1 “ ,t 

01225 834644 


If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 
Travel Team 
on 0171 293 MM 
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Tripping the 
lights fantastic 


It has become the 
annual moan: high 
street Christmas lights 
dazzle only In their 
staggering tastelessness 
- especially those in 
London’s West End. But 
as Mike Higgins found , 
some of our leading 
designers have ideas for 
a brighter Christmas 

The sorry parade of pathetic 
Santas, tatty angels and garish 
Ughtbulbs is a far cty from the 
restrained illuminations that 
first appeared on Oxford Street 
in the early Fifties. 

The problem stems in part 
from design, and in part from 
underfunding. Though West 
End businesses consider the 
Qzristmasligbts essential to at- 
tract festive shoppers, it was left 
to a French company. Yves St 
Laurent, to sponsor the Regent 
Street lights. Reportedly for 


half the cost of the £180,000 
illuminations, the fashion label 
was able to emblazon its logo 
across the lights in the heart of 
the West End at a bargain base- 
ment price. Last week, howev- 
er, Westminster planning officers 
noticed that the YSL logos were 
30 per cent bigger than indicat- 
ed in the scheme approved by 
Westminster City Council. 

The Regent Street Assoc- 
iation now faces prosecution 
unless the lights are modified. 
This year, however, another 
debate concerns the question 
of design. “Turned On: the 
RIBA Journal Campaign for 
Better Christmas Lights with 
the Museum of London" will 
be launched in the RIBA Jour- 
nal’s December issue. 

As part of a feature propos- 
ing imaginative, radical new sol- 
utions, Dr Simon Tburley, 
director of the Museum of 
London, emphasises the need 
to reassess festive street decor- 
ation: “We have a crisis of 


Christmas design. Christmas 
street lights in most British 
towns and cities arc at best 
cheap and half-hearted, and at 
worst vulgar and tawdry ... de- 
spite being ephemeral, (they] 
are street furniture, or even, as 
wc would contend, street ar- 
chitecture." As John Welsh, ed- 
itor o(RIBA Journal, adds in his 
leaden “Who better to provide 
ideas than architects?" 

Invited by the RIB.4 Journal 
to come up with ideas for 
illuminating a stretch of Oxford 
Street in anyway they wished, 
1 0 architects' practices dreamt 
up a challenging, witty and 
and delightful series of schemes 
to lift the festive gloom. Here 
are five of their suggestions. 

A fuller version of this piece will 
appear on Monday in the 'RIBA 
Journal’. Turned On', an exhib- 
ition of the 10 schemes, is open 
at the Museum of London from 
Tuesday, 150 London Wall, EC2 
( 0171-6003699 £ £4 (cones £2). 



Richard Portch mouth, of Birds, Portch mouth & 
Russurru Three Kings’ 

“The Regent Street lights, like most, are a bit pre- 
dictable, and fail to recognise the most characteristic 
thing about shopping in central London - transport. 
We were thinking of ail the shoppers carrying their pre- 


sents home, and came up with a scheme that uses the 
inherent character of the red Routemaaer buses. Every- 
one knows that buses, like the kings arriving in Beth- 
lehem, always come in threes. The three kings also 
travelled east, and Oxford Circus is oriented east-wesL 
“U sing the exhaust of the bus. the crowns would 


re main semi-inflated on their way in and out of Central 
London, inflating to their full capacity along Oxford 
Street A myrrh-scented filter could be fitted to the 
infiaiabies to treat the exhaust fumes, so that the people 
of London get the present they really want: a bit of 
fresh air." 




Julian Bicknell, of Julian Bkknell & Associates: ‘Flying Saucers’ 

“Tire Japanese are good at it the French are pretty good, but English festive lighting is lousy. 
The lack of imagination is a sad reflection on our planning system. ... 

“ChristmaTSd therefore the fights, should appeal to kids, ultimately. If you go into Ham- 
leys, there’s movement and life everywhere, and that’s primarily what our saucers - four me- 
tre heticoidal discs - would reflect. .... . ..... 

“Also, people are reassessing their spiritual and relrgious needs with the mfllenmum com- 

inp so the saucers also play with the idea of life from outer space. • 

& “£ds lowraechanicaJ things - the saucers will definitely not be Jugh-tecfr TheyTI be stag- 
gerJt^as they rip^upand down their cords, creating a Mexican wave effect the length of Oxford 

Street." 


Chris Dyson, of Michael Wilfbnd & Partners: ‘Jack Frost's Christmas Promenade’ 

“At Christmas, shoppers want the season's drama established, and the Regent Street lights, 
though quite hold, could be vastly improved. 

“The idea for our Christinas promenade is that Jack Frost has turned every building in Oxford 
Street white. 

“The illuminated net suspended over the street and the Brancusi-like, lit-up trees should 
remind shoppers of stellar constellations, while also billowing like a Mexican wave. We want 
the whole effect to mimic the sense of space, light and closure found on Freemount Street in 
Las Vegas, and Las Ramblas in Barcelona. 

“Both the net and the trees are easy to put up and take down, so the whole scheme is both 
practical and economical.” 





Alex lifschutz, of LHschutz Davidson with Spiers & Major: ’Northern Lights* 

“Colour projectors will shine in a variety of ways on to a suspended grid of compact discs, mir- 
rored one side and matt white the other. 

“By day, the low-angle winter sun will reflect off the discs. As dusk approaches, the colour 
projectors will mimic the changing colours of the evening sky. When night falls, the common 
lighting scene will pan white light down the disc grid, creating the effect of snow gently falling. 

“Every 20 minutes the lighting will go through a rapid change in colour, and advertising 
images could be reflected off the discs to generate revenue. 

“Buses, modelled to represent gift-wrapped presents, will also be jointed with near-trans- 
parent ultraviolet-reflective paint so that the presents appear to unwrap or change as they pass 
under UV floodlights.” 


WHERE YOU CAN SEE 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS- 


As retail business tends to 
dictate the onset of the 
festive season, all the 
Christmas illuminations in 
the UK’s largest cities have 
been on for a week or two. 
Here is a selection of places 
where the neon reindeer 
haven't yet come out: 
Cockermouth, Cumbria, 
23 November 
Before Emmerdale hunk 
Paul Loughran flicks the 
switch, the main street will 
be closed for an afternoon 
of steel bands, magicians, 
carol-singing and Morris 
dancing, presided over by 
Santa in his grotto (01900 
823 608). 

Preston, Lancashire: 27 
November 

The Gladiator Hunter will 
turn on the Christmas lights 
in Market Square at 6pm, 
followed by a laser and 
musk: show (01772 203 456). 
Southampton: 27 
November 

The lights will spark up at 
7pm by the Bargate 
Monument as part of a local 
radio roadshow event. Boy 
band Alibi will then belt out 
a few tunes before a short 
firework display at 730pm 


signals the start of the 
evening's late-night festive 
consumerism (01703 832 
077) 

Cheltenham, Glos: 29 
November 

The lights in the high street 
will be switched on at 6pm, 
but a Christmas parade of 
floats from Montpelier 
Gardens to the Promenade 
starts at 530pm. Earlier that 
afternoon, shoppers will find 
stalls, music and a Father 
Christmas procession in the 
high street (01242 522 878). 
Christchurch, Hampshire: 
30 November 
There’s a Snow Queen 
procession from Airfield 
Iftfey in Somerford through 
the high street, and around 
430pm the Christmas lights 
will be illuminated (01202 
483124) 

Durham: 4 December 
The Mayor's illumination of 
the Christmas lights at 4pm 
in the Market Square wfll 
open a weekend of 
Christmas festivities. 
Throughout Saturday, the 
town centre will play host to 
carol singers, dancers, 
musicians and storytellers 
(0191 3863050) 


A Night At 
The Opera 

2 for 1 ticket offer 

save up to £75 

see The Back Page 
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10/TRAVEL 

OVERSEAS 


FAX.0I7I 293 2505 


Tike Off 


Tike Off 


TakeOff 


TakeOff 


Because we think the world of you 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


(act. bos} 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAU 

BEIJING 

TOKYO 


rniif m 

hn 

£338 £589 
£336 £591 
£336 £599 
£363 £549 
£222 £341 
£244 £387 
£242 £347 
£253 £424 
£188 .£299 
£264 £439 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

LAS VEGAS 


(ran 

£117 £161 
£126 £165 
£157 £111 
£175 £229 
£182 £229 
£182 £229 
£229 £229 
£157 £191 
£249 £249 
£229 £229 


MM* MUD 


TRAIL 


M&ococrrr 

INDIA 

JG'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 

NAIROBI 

DUBAI 

CARIBBEAN 

GOEVA 


£251 £366 
£154 £299 
£264 £379 
£319 £348 
£325 £418 
£198 £307 
£179 £237 
£287 £287 
£89 £89 


'i ■*.: Ilf -i.Cf 1 '[ 
.1 II: r.lt: "Ml S f A 
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THE T 



ERS >4- 


Unequivocal protec tion against airli ne 

^EdHttention to detail 


insolvency -CAA approved 


X P E R T S 


AROiHD THE WORLD £677 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room 


HONG KONG FROM £275 PER PERSON 

FLIGHTS ON CATHAY PACIFIC & 3 NIGHTS IN A 3 STAR HOTEL 
INCLUDES TRANSFERS AND ALL PRE-PAID TAXES 
PLUS 10% OFF TRAVEL INSURANCE WHEN BOOKED 
THROUGH TRAILF1NDERS. MUST BOOK BY 27 NOVEMBER! 

CrFEF. EA^Eij 01- Ti VO PEOPLE f^VclL^.'C T2GE7HSK 


Fw Hie towJmra on woridwibe 

travel, Traffinders h youf one stop 
travel shop- 

TraSftotlers offers more loir cost 
flights (o more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can teflor-mata yoor very 


AUSTRALIA £36 - USA £31 • AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40 « ASIA £27 

USACARH0&fWM£12ffflDAY 'CALLNOWFOROURTAIUMIADEWORUJifflEAfflNOMAI^CABttXHJRB 


HOTELS- C4g^ 






FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRA'LntJDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-93S 3366 ANYTIME 


.1. people think the world of us! 


All our travel centres are open Mcr-Sci! ?:-S,cr: • Thor? S;p~ • Sun 11-y-ji 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


4/10 Richmond Road. Kingston, Surrey KTp jHL 



Utt&CANACA 

01815466000 



. USA 

lennes from 


I £164 


CflWADA 

FARFS FKOr* 


£190 


Q 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 M £ 01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 


BMiTbas 12Mgh Sheet, Altai. Hants. GU341BN 

iMftoaifi gr 


1ZZX5. 52 fcgmtSred, London, W1R SDK 

FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 4522 


i ;7i T i “ i 


Al fra subject to MrifafaBty: RtAricBons aprtt adt for data*. 


OfFlQAUY ftPPQIWTm^OWB—ACBWT 


* STA TRAVEL * 


WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 



mir 

riiutnmnniiillaitutWKiHi milail inH|gfti ltriMnUiym Tirml 

mk 

Paris fisisor 

£49 

Bone 

£132 i Toronto 

£216 

Sngapore 

£389 

Dublin 

£58 

Mew York 

£162 i Feting 

£299 

Hodelanoti 

£449 

AmstHtlaRi 

£59 

Boston 

£KZ j Bombay 
£166 1 Bangkok 

£345 

Ha Ch kbit 

£40 

Madrid 

m 

Vfeshngton 

£355 

Sytbey 

£589 

Athens 

£126 

Ls Angeles 

£228 1 Johameshug £368 

Auddand 

£676 

5 


ROUND THE WORLD; FROM £855 



I * London T: kyj- Sydn _y 

■ > jrlscu- Brisbont- 

Lorrfon from £.5£9rt-.i 

a 

Hi 

pUi 

DBflS 




■ 


EUROSTAR: 0171 361 6143 

ACCOMMODATION > CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 
□7 EostanRoniNWl.ttOUBioaiptoilUStCT.RGoodpRWI. London. 

Far a fm can al THE GUIDE call 0171 Ml «IM. tttps/Awra.abtramLu ik 


UJNMML IIMCHES 7 BL G 1 ASC 0 K l£EDL KNGU 11 L BOTKl CMBBDft HSIDI. MGHKW _ STA TRAVEL 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 


-ANewYod to*E159 •Toronto ton £119 


★Boston ton £159 • Montreal tow £210 


★Baltimore tom £159 ♦Vanrocvcr ton £325 




ton £241 
ttoa£241 

ton £261 
ton £266 


£261 eclip@e 


L0990 329 326 


lines Open: Mon-Fri Sam-6 pm. Sat Sam-Spm. Son fOnrHSpm. 
al »»o « b* »« ww o^n- wti 1 * 

RmPBteiw*tovBH»i>i4aawyn«<iaaoi<n 



3mm 




Maoi {US Hr* Tod -ftB 

Srtrorio — fliS Latopfa OH 

k**o_fW Um—tm 
1 ran -UR Syafary — £Ot 

30 OtMtlBS FROM: 

MtR.fn IfM 04 

GnatfE_B3 Sara IS 

SririM^ £Vf kp»_ £91 

Wa flO Hdd — 01 


fimCari £15 Mk — £0 
Lasaratt — £?! tia teuton £B 

Cfpra 09 tadsa 01 

fta»—6B Npa —£» 

Mu m Map m 


Our fares are ridiculously smal 

SS5E3SS3S 

l-.GlV.^>4,T.La~ 



34t British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 



-gffr Co-op Travel \ 

*** DIBtCT * 


AltA ' 


is AVOID HAVING A 
, BREAKDOWN WHEN 
5 YOU BREAKDOWN 


(HSI BBEAKDOWN 
G0VareflBHDER£23) 


i If yos breakdown 
? abroad, don’t wn> 4s 
i fang as your car’s safer 
i? 10 yean oM, General 
£ Acddait Direct offer fel 
’■ continental braaJolowa 
j cook We’re also otter 
■i policies aatafafa, so cal 
RCrdebb. 


it General Accid en t 


FI IGHTSEATS 



0990 239904 


To nw 0*5 B» Brtrt» »* , * aod <** ~"' JsL 


CHEAPEST 

FLIGHTS 

0121 693 9593 
0131 943 9431 

s UNSHARE VACATIONS 



LunnPoly 


MSIA IBDS7/MT5L 73328 


lin t K ' \<l-l Uo/iitflY Sh»l> 


WW COST 
FUtHTS 
WORLDWIDE 


far ti m daw lS 
cf World Offers 
call **s now cn‘. 


0345 222111 


Boole *•» 


tottx Oattrvjl 


Fares are return From London. All 
are subject to availability and travel 
periods. Passenger taxes excluded. 
Hold rates are per person per night 
For details see ITV Teletext p380, 
your travel agent or 
British Airways Travel Shop. 


World Offers 

BRITISH AIRWAYS ^ 

S.The world's favourite airline j 


RETURN FARES FROM 
LONDON AIRPORTS 


NEW YORK 
ORLANDO 
LOS ANGELES 
TORONTO 
SYDNEY 

JOHANNESBURG 

SINGAPORE 

DUSSELDORF 

GLASGOW 

BRUSSELS 

AMSTERDAM 

PARIS 


From 

£155 

.£169 

£220 

.£129 

.£379 

.£349 

.£345 

.£74 

.£59 

.£53 

.£53 

.£53 
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LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMEBGA 
CARB8EAN FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

THRIFT WAY 
n TRAVEL 
S 0171 -4901490 


0500 49 77 88 



For detafe of Ms oB brto year local 
Lin Wjf Horaay Shop er oB bs 01 : 

@099081 11 lit 
Liies epoi Hoi-Fri 9-530, Sat 9-5. 


CATHAY PAQFIC SUPER OFFER 
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FROM ONUT rn*0m w FOR 2 
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Skiing Holidays 
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Pierre & Vacances 
quality apartments 
across the French 
Alps through 
EmaLow. 

PIERRE&VSCANCES 


HIOCHUC: 0171 5667820 
8ESSCVADONS: 0171 5B4 2S-11 
www^naowxoJiic. 




No.l in Ski-Drive tc Frcncc 


SKI CALIFORNIA 
FROM JUST 


Ppu 

My 


A village akl resort In 
the Mont Blanc region, 
with 150 kms of pi stes. 
Onhr 4 kms from 


Megeve. Holidays from 
£80 for accommodation 
and six day ski pass. 
Chalets. apartments 
and hotels. 

For information and 
bookings call 
GO 33 4 80 21 9057 



MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN 
OR LAKE TAHOE 


«tirf far fcpatore team LL» - ILL* 


CHECK LUNN POLY PRICES 
BEFORE YOU BOOK 



LunnPoly 

.1 better way to get a way 


*Ag osb t i w qBd at ate»ant naOonanaa nto Merabi* payment acswowi' 
htaslBvcaHW&a&wfcnnote. CiedR cent swtwge of eppflev. Lunn Poly 

oee as m agent toi etKT ATOL HokMn. *1 tares *d|Kl ki awauety m 
boJttng oonoWc ai. Fmd oectota teens, duaea and »re < i an g eu ptl ii tm t s . 
Dapanna Oates vary Dettto n&tie in *k*jb. Offcr elites 10 nme bortngs 
onty Lint Poly resaw me rtOW to WMnw Dun afleisoinouirHOca 


Flight, hotel, car included. 
Book now and kids UND6R 17 
qualify for 50% discount 
on Los Sngetes flights. 


Mow «dh (trad (Wdslo wtoc u.ro- Ho* logn there 

Swefcn-tteststtBtorft 

nevefbeena betler fcneto BROCHURE LINE 

dsewer Bnpe's bstast jawing ? !' a -376 

vwner sports ttesfoofon 57-15 a « 

Orp.j hr SWEDISH TRAVEL AND TOURISM COUNCIL 
PO Bn $ 1 . Grant loci. Lan:>ibchiir NG.M 6 JU 


Plus Travel 

Switzerland 
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PLUS TRAVEL 


Phone 01293 54 -13 S9 or 0161 437 9135. 
e-moil on brochure. requests:";] iTy.virgin.com 
or rush to vour travel agent. 


Name _ . .. _..... — 


tdilm ........ 


To advertise in the Travel section please call LeventTekun on 

0171 293 2335 or Noah Faiers on 0171 293 2303. 


l)*Jl 1 c> IJSio 


Australia 


Exclusive Fare 

. flying into Sydney. Brisbane 
or Melbourne. 


£567 


R E T u K ru 


■ From only £200eili4 utguGioiraifeiiMl 

the East Coast of Australia. Mawnim. aland 
. Book before 23 Nwembee ma dnagga rf . ^ 
travel between 01 Jan- aoammo«»n torn 

30 Jun 98 (exd. 3-11 Apr) n, luxury. CAR NOW 



student and youth travel... 

Up. v 

...Campus Travel makes sense 


amsteudam ir 

ATHENS 

AUSTRALIA 

BANGKOK 

BEIJING 

BUDAPEST 

CHICAGO 

DUBLIN 

HO CHI MINH 

HONG KONG 

JO-BURG 

KUALA LUMPUR 


to--.:- frtn 
31 Si 

50 144 
361 5G9 
217 24G 
155 326 

51 12? 
12S IB? 
Jl 5S 
233 J?7 
US 23S 
250 339 
221 370 


to n t rtn 

LASAN FRAN Ir [37 22? 

LISBON SS 114 

MADRID 62 99 

MEXICO l?4 337 

NEW roRK IC3 1 >? 

PARIS 59 

PRAGUE 63 1*9 

SEOUL 234 292 

SINGAPORE 26S 3fl7 

TOKVO 264 449 

VANCOUVER 167 32 1 


S F f C 1 a 1 *i 


CUDAPEST fror>- £129 rtr> 

Chc<V Inn Ac.:o..-rr:c<;st,c>n fr o.rr £12 pppn 
HCNG KONG ^ro.ni £235 r-.n 


Pr/ces v.t! id .ti of 17 November 1997. Air fix';; exclude.' L.tx. 


0121 414 1R4S 
at 21 22 2 J6I t 
01203 225777 
0 131 668 3303 
0141 357 0603 
0161 273 1721 
OIIS 924 0104 
01865 242067 

0 1 365 4847 30 

01 14 275 2552 


S’ CROSVGNOR fiAF.OPNS. LONDON SWIV/ B.'.C 


Student Sr youth trnv: 
h ■« w . c .1 m p u s t r t v I . c o 1 1 kj 


Year round European 
travel cover. 

From 16p a day. 


At £59.95 a year, the security 
of annual cover arranged 
by American Express is 
effectively yours from just 

16 pence a day. To enrol. ,, L , 

call quoting reference INU/29. 0800 700 737 


Insurance 

Services 


rWrjTpnH»»pdCe«»!»re*an , «™a»U're>**>r*N Ammctt Etfrem. 5micr» 
EmpF Ud ban retrwBlUrv Bnrrectl by dw *B1 iodr ol cunlikt. 


X»»i ujl Eipr.5n*T«BwylJWIHt KrgtJnrd Onr- rorttind Hmr. 

Sl^l^e.lmi«i9*riE«ZRrsMrmlN IJm bn- 1MJI5S 


Skiing Holidays 



OUT VOW! 

SAVE MONEY 



OWNERS ADVERTISe 
Chateaux • Vidas & Faim Houses, 
many wffli pooh 

* Cottages • Sudhw • Apntmants 

• Fainly Hotels « Mcbte Homes 
■ Bed a BreaUasn • Ctty Breaks 

AD regions o* France. 

Free 310 pg Colour Brochure 

Tel: 01484682503 


S.W. HOLLAND 


... . ... ... PreJOhb _ 


BIG SKIING. SMALL VILLAGES. 

1 W*** Vehnorsl. 
Exv^lent ChaJota.’HojeEs. From 
CI9BI SERIOUS FUN 0171405 
1018. 

PLAGNE. PrtvBM, apt. 
Crtour tv Dtatorashet SteamTs. 

Ava U - Doc-AprlL 
£209-350 pvt. 01277 2l 4445. 

O KCOVt Ul THE UNDISCOVERED 
J«m»c aiding, pretty unKiaBt vfl- 
togaa. trtendly hoMts Tgrau 
rerfonal toon 01800 48898 torR8 
hroc/xjiB. Heanweter oisos 
813338 AITO 2412 ATOL 

n8 * broctiure mm 
amBaMat a suponaitva range of 



CaurehMiH. Merlbal. la Plagna! 
VBrtWar a St Anton. Excellent 
ChUdcora racWtfea plus oarty 
booking discounts on selected 
datas. 0181 995 9333 ht tajl 
■reneiknply-travaLcnm abTA 
VI337ATOLAITO 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Nerespapar PutteWng plo 
reyets that eRtiougti every 

maeonebie precaution le taken, 
no renponsftWy ran be 
accepted for Dibits andtor 
acoommodstlon odwed 

thmugh Dibsb cohanns, or any 
toss artaktg ffwretrom. Reodaa 
ere advised to take m 
racassaiy preceuflcra balom 
sntsitng into any Vavel 
anangomerts. • 
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Slalom through the 
boundaries of normality 




Bright lights, loud silence, 
Japanese pizzas: skiing in the 
Arctic Circle is a strange 
experience, writes Stephen Wood. 

Unless you are very lucky or very rich, you 
will have travelled here via a hig-ciry 
southern airport. Oslo. Stockholm or 
Helsinki; and they seem ordinary enough 
places. But fly the extra 500 miles to an 
arctic airport, and even before vou’vc re- 
claimed your baggage you can tell that the 
journey has taken you through the bound- 
aries of normality. 

Ilte first shock, of course, is ihe icy fresh- 
ness that hits you as you leave ihe plane, 
an experience to mirror that of arriving ai 
a summer hot-spot. The second is the bright 
lights and loud, loud silence. You have ar- 
rived at night, because that is as hard to 
avoid in the winter as daytime is in sum- 
mer; yet everything is bathed in J.000 warts 
of light - because in an area that’s at leasi 
dark-ish from October to March, munici- 
pal lighting is powerful stuff. Add the sound- 
absorbing characteristics of a thick layer of 
snow, and the effect is like that of walking 
on to the set of a silent movie. 

It alj gets better- and stranger - in day- 
light when you can sec the awesome land- 
scape, big enough to lower the sky, and feel 
the cryogenic effects of the climate: the de- 
fensive slowing of the metabolism, and the 
thickening of the blood, which together with 
the silence make the arctic north a great 
place to - well, to chill oul 

Dundret, which is 40 miles inside the 
Arctic Circle in Sweden, adds its own local 
peculiarities to those big themes. Don’t be 
surprised if you are unfamiliar with the 
name. Outside Scandinavia, the hill at Dun- 
dret is well known only among two groups 
of people: the world’s best skiers, and the 
Japanese. Competition skiers go to Dun- 
dret because its sld area is open for six 
months of the year, from November to the 
end of April. 

The Japanese go there because the pre- 
vious owner of the hotel at Dundret pro- 
moted the resort heavily in Japan; because 
the northern lights are a big attraction; and 
because -so one Japanese visitor told me 
- they like the cold, the darkness and the 


solitude, which provide such a contrast lo 
life at home. (He added that domestic 
flights there are so expensive that a pack- 
age lour lu Scandinavia costs Jitlie more 
than a trip to northern Japan.) More than 
12 per cent of the nights booked at Dun- 
drel’s hotel are for Japanese visitors. 

I went there because I couldn’t wait any 
longer for a weekend's skiing. But, unfort- 
unately, Dundret has had a bad season so 
fur. The snowfall has been light, and the 
weather hasn't been cold enough for arti- 
ficial snow-making. So although several ski 
teams had been phoning from Austrian 
glaciers for snow reports in Dundrcl, the 
availability of only two pistes and two lifts 
(not including ihe one from the ski area 
back up to the hotel) had put all of them 
off coming, apart from the Swedish team. 

The Japanese, however, were there. And 
not just holidaymakers: there was a racing 
team, too. if only one from Japanese uni- 
versities. nlbcr iiuin Ihe elite racers. And 
Scandinavia's top young female slalom 
skiers had turned up. for a series of races 
down Dundret 's most challenging run. 

With a resort height of 825m and only 
12 pistes. Dundret can’t exactly rival the 
Trois Vhllces in France. The piste on 
which the sturdy young slalomistcs were rac- 
ing is only 1 .500m long, with a vertical drop 
of 340m: and calling iL black is an exag- 
geration. But it’s great fun: a narrow, lumpy 
section at the lop drops down on lo a sleep 
pilch, followed by an easy S-bend long 
enough to induce complacency; then, sud- 
denly, there is a succession of sharp ridges 
over which you can see nothing ahead - 
until the last moment - except for a few 
hundred square miles of forest, and the lake 
towards which you seem to be plunging. 

A second black run (in truth, no more 
than a difficult blue) was the other one 
open: this is a wider, faster track, on which 
the Japanese racers were going for speed 
in a most un-kamikaze way. since they were 
dearly not going to kill themselves, or any- 
one else. I stopped to admire their tech- 
nique, and their outfits: I’m not sure 
whether baggy Hawaiian-print shorts worn 
over leggings will ever catch on in Europe, 
and I’m convinced that the garment one 
Japanese holiday-maker was wearing - with 
“Pleasant System" and “Sports Afield" 


written across his bottom - will not. 

I also stopped to admire the view. Sat- 
urday was a clear day (though not a dear 
night: if there were northern lights, they 
were beyond the clouds), and the sunset was 
sensational. In the strange time-frame of 
an arctic winter, sunset comes soon after 
lunch; and despite (he floodlit pistes, (be 
ski-lifts dose down ai 3pm, having opened 
only five hours earlier. Which leaves plenty 
of time for apres-ski activities. 

What should I do on the long winter 
evening, before the dinner and donee at the 
hotel? I chose to visit the living museum 
of Sami culture, and then to go down an 
iron-ore mine. Both were weird and won- 
derful, in equal measures. 1 spent an hour 
in a traditional dwelling of the Sami - not 
“Lapps'*: that’s the Swedish name for the 
area’s indigenous people, not their own - 
discussing with (he museum’s young cur- 
ator their symbiotic relationship with rein- 
deer, as (he animals themselves snuffled 
around the compound outside. Then I rode 
around in a truck inside Malmbcrgcl, the 
“ore mountain", with the mine’s guide, Alf 
Appelquisi, who took me on a two-and-a- 
half-hour vertical diup 175m below sea level 
lo a huge mincer that can turn granite to 
dust, and should certainly feature in the next 
James Bond movie. I was very late for din- 
ner, but I didn’t mind. 

The dinner was a grand affair good 
wine, a cabaret, all the trimmings. It cost 
about £35 a head. The power of the pound 
has made even Sweden less expensive: beer 
ia the ski-area cate cost a bit more than £1, 
coffee a bit less, and a good pizza in the 
hotel was £10 with wine, salad and coffee. 
Ealing Neapolitan food in the Arctic 
Circle, with the menu spelling out pizza in- 
gredients in Japanese? That’s strange. But 
Sweden, cheap? Stranger still. 

Stephen Wood paid £17] (including taxes) for 
an SASretum ticket from Heathrow to Stock- 
holm Aiianda airport. From there. Skyways' 
frights to Gattivare airport, about seven miles 
from Dundret, cost from £130 return (advance 
booking). Dundret resort (00 46 970 145 60) 
offers three-night weekend packages at £214 
(based on three sharing a lodge), including a 
Stockholm-Gallivare return flight A one-day 
ski pass costs about £14; ski and boot hire, £13. 










Chilling out Dundret, 40 miles inside the Arctic Circle, is open for skiing for six months of the year Photo Stephen Wood 




TEb 0171293 2222 


TRAVEL: 


— --tn . a 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


!W 


TSAR GAZING. 

CRUSES FM £999 
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See our new 1998 brochure for bargain city 
breaks starting at just £369. Alternatively, you 
may wish to take a special twin centre city break 

to Moscow and St Petersburg, or a river cruise 

from £999. In 1 998 make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the specialist. 
Intourist Travel. Call us now for more details. 


OASOOW 


0171 C 5M8®)0_ol6rS4& 0141204580? 
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PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST * 
QvwnbiB. Cvntm panslORS, 

SSSfW® 


SS 5353 

In on* 

323 3305 ATOL 2392 ABTAW 1 W 

jUCT 

saUSJSBS 

78227S. 

Germany 

syStfSSiBt* - 

SSESSSSaSSrSn- 
Greece 

SPRING PIOWH* 
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JSS , wow^S««™ a70l 

2757 AJTO 
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Russia 


0181 881 3812 ATOL 2420 


Greece 


SUM, CRETE temryjl BiMBa g 

MW complex w«i P°oL 
from bench, n* a»" f 
Mcchenae prfvfofl— w ortiM da- 
Qood price. 

‘ iwjmstTbtWWiSSlTiSB. 
GRECOFlLEffllOXiNlA. A wjy 

dHtamttdufaa lor 
■wrioyaB aspects ot Gree ce. AM 
2817, AAo. 01 4Z2 375999- 

SUPtY CRETE 19 B 8 Brochme CM 
(tout Eeeape tf* mabRO*" 

Rtetcmd eounBV cottas*. VMS 

ffiSSMUKS 

ABTA VI 337 ATOL 198ZATT0 

SMlPiy (OMAN ISM Brochurett* 
Now. Pm“*i Cw J“- 

Sft'E« 

b amym’w* 

ATOL 1822 AfTO. 


Independent readers are 3 times 
more likely than the 
national average to have stayed 
in self-catering 
accommodation in France. 

Source? 70 1997 


r &C&$ 


— ' The Lest snlf-drivn 

camping and mobile home 
holidays In Europe 
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on many holidays until 
31st December 1997 

CAU. FOR TOUR 
*98 PREVIEW BROCHURE 


QUOTTCBCOOfcOTM 
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-CwsftnuOy 
• FREEmaMMU 
FREE COLOUR W0MSC 

01903 748127 

0UMBR9M 

ArrOaABTMATOlBl 


Ttarkey 


simply TURKEY 1968 Brochure 
Out Now. Discover a dsflQNtuOy 
(flStrsnl Turkey, awsy from Ihe 
mbntrsam. Wth our imiq rang* 
at rural codsgs*. eWo* re pool* 
«id ««*y JwmM. Ph» ow Re* 
ble wandering programme. *1 
interest IwMiys, guWwuWg 
and launbul c#ty mew. 9181 
995 3323 ABTA VT337 ATOL 1922 
ATTO 


FR ^ H 


Qeiaty rtlm and cottagai in Nw 
most toMly aner of mom. 

Mansions wrtfi swhuning pools 
and lem is foots, cost cottages, 
milage house, hfewric diMnw 
and a riMsld* ptpHMlK 
oonooam tor 
PlOUim UUKMJBJOC 
SriHuBWibaUmkmMSOa 
min n 


0171-3S1 8519 
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A superior choice 
of vadMonal French 
holiday properties. 
ramuwwocMSE 
RB«O990ne68L 
eOOTEREF: 
VACANCeSEN 
CAMPAGNE 


CYCLING FOR SOFTIES means 
•xquWw menus. wmBty hotols 
- and «ur*?Mvtaw of rural Flanca 
trom a blcyoia. Agent ATOL 608. 
TW. (0181)2485134. 
NORMANDY «Mt Da Franoa. 120 
coaatat & nnal cotta. Normancia 
Yaoancaa (01 822) 725705 AITO 
BEAUT1HJL FARMHOUSE. Lot Bdt 
Piaca, privacy, CK aol h/hunnra 
or ooupla. Jan to Mar. long let 
CIOOp*. 01432 266 578 
Langoadoc, 8 Aenca. Paocefufty 
loontad BAB on adga of vfllagai 
BunoundodbylMdsofaiadloMb 
era and vines. Vtowe of Pjrenew 
and Montagno Ndra. Nr Careaa- 
sonre. Open afl year. Optional 
haaity ■yo ki ng maaL For more 
datsS* pttona 01803 773 342 
(EnffiBh OMmty. •• 

VINTAGE FRANCE: F4rmHoiiaaa 
wttti prtvaia pools in hfddan 
SouSv-WasL 01854 28t 431 A/TO 




TULIP HOLIDAYS 


ISTANBUL CITY BREAKS FROM El 99 PP 
N. CYPRUS 7 NIGHTS FROM £399 PP 
fught only also available 
I feie phone For Details 

0171 734 04 S 4 or 

0171 287 43 ll 9 «>HMii«d 

67-71 Oxford Street, 

London W1R 1RB 


Overseas Travel 


ALL FARES INCLUSIVE OF ALL TAXES 

iKBVYDWrontf «5 HOJOTN §| 

WASHWffH* 465 M1US 

ST' 485 USJWBBS 5§6 

556 aWFWUiCBCO 556 

^YaP CAR HIRE / INSURANCE / ACCOMMODATION* 
Far friendly, alllalaai aareloe ci >'■»—»] 

1^0171 482 Q414— J 


Eastern Europe ~ [ 

| Renee 

Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka | 

| Travel Services | 
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A SPECIAL 
PLACE 


CAPE TRAVEL is a small specialist tour 
operator with a big reputation ana years of 
experience in arranging quality programmes 
for individual travellers in the Indian Ocean 
area. 

Call the specialists new for details of an 
out-of-ihe-crdinary experience in this ITT" 
special place. x* 

THE CAPE TRAVEL CO. LTD. 

0181 943 4067 (Fax 0181 943 4086) 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


WORK AND TRAVEL ABROAD! 


if you've caught the travel bug and want to spend more time seeing 
the world, why not consider working abroad? Let us help you! Over- 
seas Jobs Express has helped thousands of people find international 
employment over the last seven years. 

Published every two weeks Overseas Jobs Express carries over 1 ,500 
current international job vacancies, in addition to news, articles, 
Internet job-hunting column, travel link, etc. 30f categories include: 
information technology • management • office/admin • sales/marketing 
• technical • seasonal ♦ cruiselines • secretarial • nanny & au pair as 
well as construction • engineering • medical • and many more. 

A three-month subscription is just £1 8.95. lb subscribe or get more 
information call 01 273 440220. 


Overseas Jobs Express (iST). Premier Hcus* 
Shoreham Airport. West Sussex BN43 5FF 


An adventure of a lifetime 
...and it’s FREE (almost!) 
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Call new. 0500 575 222 


★7 day eyeing went, Aprt 1998 

★ Ron tha SEA OF GALILEE to fhe RED SEA 

★ Hoot on the DEAD SEA, sigN-sse in PETRA 

★ Only El 35* plus minimum sponsorship 

•k FSgrts. (ties and accommodation tndudad 
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SCOPE 
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HoHday Parks 

Holland 

Germany 

QwkytoRdaypirlain 
Hobod and tha Btadt Feme 
■odrtoMl regions of Ganrany. 

PtXHM QI502 502 604 


JORDON, EGYPT tSRAH. Wtof 
mfaifnanriaft.Cflf OMMton 
Rad Sa on 0181 440 8800 ABTA 
Y0122AT0LWS1, 


In the quality daily market, 
The Independent is now 
unrivalled in its proportion of 
readers that have taken a holiday 
abroad in the last 1 2 months 

Source: TQ 1997 


To advertise in this section please call 
the Travel Team on 0171 293 2222. 


Want to make 
new friends? 


How? 

To find out, 
call for our brochure 

0181 951 2811 

Solos 

KtotnssmMM,* 

Group Holiday* 
for single people 


Portugal 


PORTl Gl'KSli 


QtaOqr vJk* alsa* tba 
»»9B0k«rt UMht mi • 
IpnJMlmt— wrt— 
aral Mii|H set Is the kean *4 
Uw Ml pl lK Wl Tfffcll 

H*R prapVUM kM ports. 

Ml WHO ALOARVt 


5/7 Hmfcok ROM London W6 *0H 
wuHiKinFinwi Miwee 


0171-385 4775 


SIMPLY PORTUGAL 1998 
Brachum out now. Italy Individ- 
ual vHm with pool*, glorious 
manor house* & »toc4a<M»M» 
ApousadasaSowlMstacAiat- 
Ingcouttjbpkoliedrie'nandsr- 
Ing’ hoUayt A dty breaks, oibi 
986 8323. ABTA VI 337 ATOL 
1BZ2AITO. 

VINTAGE POR1UQAL Cottages 
wtah pools lq unspoilt North. 
kHn & Ooum, near coast 01854 
261 431 AITO ATOL 2787 


Italy 


_ riHat and agaitaxau 
in Jtnfyi premat regiou. 
toe colour BBoannu rb<g 
(0990) 143683 quote iok 
\KCANZE (N fWJA 



13TH CENTURY FORTIFIED hsm- 
tet 14 to* Borenco, log fir*. SJp« 
6/B. I50D p*t Avrti 20 Deo - 6 Jan. 
■M/Fa* 0030 55 BS99024. 
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Premiums 

gM 30 Days 

£18 

^9 60 Days 

£33 

2^3 90 Days 

£48 

Ba 120 Days 

£63 

150 Days 

£78 

^ 183 Days 

£95 

18 213 Days 

£108 

WB 243 Days 

£120 

^274 Days 

£132 

SH 304 Days 

£144 

^g335D«ys 

£155 

^365 Days 

£165 






Over the last 12 months 
readers of the Independent 
titles spent nearly £1.7 billion 
on travel arrangements. 

Source TGI 1997 


Spain 


CASAS CANTABWCAS Hofldagra In 
BeeuSMRUmpofllSpein A Por- 
tugal. Bruch. 01223 328721 AITO 
VINTAGE SRAlN; Country houses 
with pods In unspoilt arses of 
Cstaftsiya end Andaluda 01BB4 
261 431 ATOL 2787 AITO 
ANDALUCiA. -ness romantic cot- 
tages in dn & lamon gram 
south trom Qransda. Pasoetiri. 
Pool TbC 01 564 782 321 


Italy 


SIMPLY TUSCANY ft UMBRlA Tta- 
dtlloral country vttt a opsr utents 
wWi pool and flartbis, fly-driva 
hoBdays featuring dra i n in g. IntF 
mats hosts. Plus Special rarest 
HcCdsy* md short tasks to Flo- 
rence. Please cal 0181 9058323. 
ABTA Vf 337 ATOL tg22 AITO 


SPAIN 


r 

I TradlUousJ country houses, | 
I vlltas and apartments 
I maay with pools lt> rend 
Speta 6c RxtagaL 1 



For more 
Overseas 
advertising see 
pages 4 and 10. 


Overseas Travel 


Both Independent tides have the 
highest percentage of readers 
who have travelled by ferry, 
hovercraft or seacat 
in the last 12 months. 

Same: TQ 1997 
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The English country 
garden — Down Under 


^ a curious fact that for the 
mo f t part we don’t garden with 
nat ' ve plants, writes Anna Pavord. 
Nor do the Tasmanians, whose 
8 an tens replicate British planting 
- and seem to be an exercise in 
survival against the odds. 

It is May time in Tasmania, where I have 
b®ea for the last couple of weeks. Driv ing 
through the middle of the island, by way 
of Longford, the roads were hedged with 
groat billowing b anks of hawthorn. At 
Longford Hall, where we stayed the night 
(Tasmania has b rillian t B&Bs), Rose 
laUdner’s garden was weighed down with 
huge mounds of creamy yellow Banksian 
roses and swags of wisteria. AquHegias 
crowded her borders, and the camellias 
were only just going over. 

“You'll love Tas mania, " said friends in 
Melbourne, where we stayed for a couple 
of days before taking the ferry across the 
Bass Strait. ‘Tt’s just like England." 

It’s not, of course. There are only 
about half a million people living there, for 
a start. You could drive all day through 
world-class scenery- the Gordon-Banklih 
river complex on the west side of the is- 
land is a World Heritage Area - and not 
pass another car. That is a rare treat. 

And though the hawthorn, the Here- 
ford cattle grazing in the pastures, the roses 
and the delphiniums give an En glish visi- 
tor a strange sense of d£}& vu (and a very 
pleasant one, since May is a better place 
to be than November any day), the Eng- 
lish veneer is very fragile. Behind the gar- 
dens, beyond the pastures, the wilderness 
waits. 

I brought some of it back in a box: 
waratabs with heads of fiety red flowers like 
enormous honeysuckles, banks ias that 
look as though they have been carved from 
wood, with great, domed flowers sur- 
rounded by a ruff of shavings. Banksia mar- 
ginata, with soft yellow candles of flowers, 
was just coming into flower in the bush in 
Tasmania, the new flowers appearing on 
the branches among the soft, faded, buff- 
grey cones of last year’s crop. The flowers, 
standing now in a jug in the kitchen, look 
as outlandish as a kangaroo in Coventry. 

I soon learnt how tactless it was to say 
that, in fact, I didn't think Tasmania was 
at all like England- That’s not what they 
want to hear.'Oncel asked a gardener why 
she was struggling to establish silver birch 



Australian banksia 


when there were so many glorious euca- 
iypts to hand. That was a mistake, too. 
Groves of silver birch with bluebells under- 
neath are a potent symbol of survival 
against the odds in a Tbsroanian garden. 

Wfe, too, rarely garden with natives, but 
because our countryside has been picked 
at, crawled over, sorted and organised for 
so many centuries, the contrast between 
gardens and landscape isn’t so marked. And 
although we plant robmias, not ash trees, 
eucalypts rather than birches, the overall 
effect here is still green, the same kind of 
green as the wider landscape. 


Photograph Gary Rogers/GPL 


In Tasmania, it didn't seem like that The 
gardens made deep, absorbent oases of 
green in a setting that was predominantly 
silver and bronze. Because of the intense 
heat and lack of rain, leaves on native trees 
such as the eucalypts have evolved to hang 
downwards, to reduce the rate at which 
water transpires from the foliage. The waxy 
surface of the leaves reduces that, too, so 
drat when you look up at the trees against 
the sky, everything shimmers in the bril- 
liantly reflected light. Our native trees, in 
contrast, with their flatly held canopies of 
green, absorb light. 


TOMORROW IN THE NEW-LOOK, SEVEN-SECTION 
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THE CHRISTMAS 

HOT 100 

Coming to London to do your shopping 
this year? Don't miss our guide to the capital’s best 
stores, compiled by the experts from 77 me Out 

Plus 10% off 

Independent on Sunday readers get a special 10 per cent discount on 
goods and services from dozens of the traders featured in the guide 


SHOP AND SAVE: PLACE YOUR ORDER TODA- 


So when we were 
driving through the Tks- 
manian landscape, the single- 
storey houses, with their 
shimmering tin roofs, did 
not stand out as much 
as the gardens. 

The older 
houses were 
often 

marked by 
pine trees, 
such as 
Ptnus radiate, which 
gave them a curi- 
ously Scottish air. 

And the Thsmamaxi 
gardeners 1 met were 
keener to show off green foliage 
plants, such as their beautifully grown 
host as, brunneras and hellebores, 
than to tell me the names of the gums 
that provided a strange backdrop be- 
yond the boundaries of their gardens. 

The strangeness of the out-thcre, and 
the danger of it, with its snake s and killer 
spiders, was the reason most often 
given for keeping native plants firmly 
at bay on the for side of the garden 
fence, to your garden, you wanted to feel 

comfortable and safe. 

“Then there’s all that cultural bag- 
gage,” explained another Tksmanian 
gardener. “The nostalgia. The need to re- 
create the place that people still call 
home." 

How much easier it would be for them 
if Italy had claimed Tasmania, rather than 
Britain. Mediterranean plants would need 
so macb less propping up than the plants 
of the traditional English herbaceous bor- 
der. Although it was still only spring when 
1 visited, sprinklers were running non-stop 
to keep the green green. 

I saw some triumphantly lovely gardens 
in Australia, with wisteria flowering in a 
way we never see here, (agapanthus like- 
wise), bdas blooming in long grass, white 
arum lilies growing in sheaves along the 
creeks, white jasmine scenting shady ver- 
andas. And it wasn!thard to see that Aus- 
tralian gardeners have to work 10 times 
harder than we 'do just to keep their plants 
alive. But because this was my first via t to 
Australia, it W3S the bush that intrigued and 
entranced me. 

Early in the holiday, we did a four-day 
bush walk which took us the length of the 
Freydnet peninsula, a limb of land hang- 
ing out from the dry east coast ofThanania. 

The route led us to the top of Mount 
Graham, through dry sderophyll scrub of 
azotharanus, honey-scented leptomeria, 
bovea with flowers like purple vetch, and 
masses of yellow dogwood. 

The subtlety of the colour combinations 
and textures could not have been matched, 
1 think, by any gardener. The general am- 
bience was set by the sheoak ( AUocasua - 
rim monilifera) which looks a bit like a 
droopy-needled pine. The leaves are just 
scales oq long, thin, greeny-bronze growths. 
The gums were blue gums (Eucafyptus glob- 
ulus) with powder puffs of creamy white 
flowers, or weeping gums (Eucalyptus 
paudflora). Both had glaucous, blue-green 
foliage, with their new growth, of course, 
much showier than the old. 

Under this top storey was a shrubby 


under- 
storey, mostly 
spiky, dry-leaved shrubs 
with yellow and! cream 
flowers. And just as your 
gardening eye was think- 
ing that a slash of deep blue 
would not come amiss in 
this company, nature provided it, 
in the form of the blue grass lily, 
or the brilliant purplish bead 
fruits of dianella. 

Beneath the shrubs was a further 

layer of flowers - tall-stemmed butterfly 
iris, with white, wide-pe tailed flowers. 
They are not proper iris, though they are 
cousins, throwing up a mass of tough, grassy 
foliage from an underground rhizome. 

Most touching of all were the orchids, 
such as the tiny, solitary caladenias, not 
more than 4fn tali, with their white petals 
flushed on the outride with a pinkish wash. 

Orchids saved me from disgracing my- 
self towards the end of one walk, when we 
had alreacfy been going for almost 10 hours. 
From a camp at sea level we had climbed 
a steepish mountain, and picked our way 
knee-cracldngly down the far side. I had 
golloped more water than I had imagined 
a human body could ever hold. 

Eventually we emerged on to the sin- 
uously curved beach of Wineglass Bay - 
white, white sand and blue, blue sea. It was 
a perfect place to camp, a fitting climax to 
the walk. 

Except that it wasn’t the end. Against 
all the advice being offered by creaking 
knees and howling muscles, the guide said 
we had to go on. Our camp for the night 
lay in the next bay. We bad another steep 
climb ahead to get over the saddle on the 
far side of the beach. 

Before we reached the top, I was near 
to mutiny. I sank on to a rode while the 
kookaburras howled and mocked. But next 
to me was a great cliff of stone, cracked 


in narrow fissures. Running down through 
the cradcs were masses pdf tiny dendrob- 
iums, hooded flowers of cream and prim- 
rose, flattened against the rock. Ten 
mmutes looking at those was rqy salvation. 
For their sake, Fdcto that walk again. And 
again and again and again. 

Walks through the Freydnet peninsula are- 
organised by the Freydnet Experience, 36 St 
George's Terrace, Battery Point, PO Box 43 
Battery Point, Hobart, Tasmania 7004, Aus- 
tralia (00 61 3 6223 7565). 

Collins Place Flowers, Shop 1A, 35 Collins 
St, Melbourne Victoria 3000 (00 61 3 9654 
3155) vriU pack ma^jeent selections cf Aus- 
tralian native plants and deliver them to the 
airport. The Celyn\bkEuaifypais Nurseries, 
Carrog, Convert, Cbyyd LL21 9LD (01490 
430671) will provide hardy eucalyptus and 
acacia for an authentic whiff of Australia in 
an English garden. Send two first-class 
stamps for a catalogue. 


Keen to be clean as well as green? 
Here’s how to grow your own soap 



Take a tip from North American 
Indians, writes Helen Lewis, and 
lather up with a yucca plant. 


There is more to garden plants than 
meets the eye. Hike the North 
American yucca, for instance, grown in 
this country for its sword-shaped 
leaves and showy flowers. North 
American Indians once ale the flowers, 
fruits and seeds, fermented the sap 
into a potent alcoholic drink, wove leaf 
fibres into ropes and doth and washed 
themselves in soap obtained by boiling 
tbe rooL 

Along with many other plants, the 
yucca contains high levels of the 
substance, saponin. Although harmful 
if consumed in large quantities, plant 
saponins have some intriguing 
properties: the ability to form a lather 
m water and to be a gentle but 
effective cleanser. Saponin Hag other 
qualities, loo; it can be an effective 
treatment for mild skin complaints. 

The cleaning properties remove dirt 
but not oD, so, although useless for 
was hin g hands after tinkering under 
the car bonnet, they will remove soil 
from hands after weeding the garden 
and do so without stripping the skin of 
its natural oils. The soap makes an 
exceptional hair wash, and is included 
in many shampoos sold today. 

In the commercial world, soap is 


manufactured using wood or plant 
ashes mixed with an alkali. Otis - 
usually palm oQ - are added, along 
with herb extracts or essential oils to 
give a pleasant aroma. Obtaining 
home-grown “soap” is much easier. 
Simply add a quantity of chopped 
plant to boiling water, simmer for five 
to 10 minutes, then leave to infuse for 
an hour or more. The resulting liquid 
can be used for cleaning either clothes 
or the body. 

The various ceanotbus shrubs 
contain an abundance of saponin and 
thrive in sheltered, sunny positions in 
the garden. All ceanothus will tolerate 
some lime - but not shallow chalk - 
and produce vivid blue, pink or white 
flowers in profusion throughout the 
summer. When you need a wash, just 
pluck a handful of flowers, wet them 
and rub them over the body. They 
form a rich, gentle lather with a 

pleasant perfume, 

Chlorogpkun pamerutianum, the 
soap lily, is a bulbous plant from 
California that is grown in Britain 
more for botanical interest than for 
floral display. However, it is quite 
happy in wanner districts of this 
country if given a rich, well drained 
soil and a sunny position. The bulb, if 
dried and with its outer skin removed, 
can be grated and used as soap flakes 
for washing clothes. 

Philadelphus coronarius , or mock 
orange, is a popular shrub bearing 


white, intensely fragrant flowers daring, 
the summer. The flowers are foil of 
saponin and leave a wonderful aroma 
if wetted and rubbed on the body. The 
leaves and bark can be used, too, if 
first boiled and infused. 

If you don't want to grow your own — ■ 
soap, there are plenty of wild plants 
around — the most obvious being our . 
native Saponaria officinalis, or 
soapwort. This perennial be found 
Colonising damp ground, especially 
around hedgerows, woods and streams. - - 
It is invasive and will rapidly smother 
other plants, so if you want some for 
the garden, keep It in a poL Boiled 
roots of the soapwort are still used 
today for cleaning delicate fabrics, 
including the Bayeaux tapestiy. 

Other plants with high levels of 
saponin include bracken and Ivy. 

Lastly, the fruit of Aesadus 
hippocastamtm, the horse chestnut ’ 
tree, contains an abundance of 
saponin. Conkers will readily lather in 
soft water if nibbed between the hands ' • 
like a bar of soap - bat beware, their •: 

distinctive aroma leaves much to be 

desired. - ^ 


1V •; . 
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For further information. Plants Far A ' 

Future provide details of many 

alternative plant uses, and the plants 
themselves arc available by mail coder. 

For details contact The Field, Penpot, .-.TT 
Lostwithiel, Cornwall, PL22 ONG. - 
(01208 S73 554). 
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CUTTINGS 

Seeds of invention 


Svada Rabinowicz writes from Durnow, Co 
Laois, wanting to track down a nursery that 
ran supply purpte martagon lilies. They are 
available from Arne Herbs. Lhneburn 
Nursenw, Umeburn Hill. Chew Magna. 
Avon BS18 8QW (01275 333399); Four 

Nwsezy, Fomcctt St Mary. Norwich, 
Norfolk NR16 UT (01508 488344); and 
Jacques Amand, The Nurseries, 145 Clamp 
rim, btanmore, Middlesex HA7 3JS (0181- 
954 8138). 1 

An exhibition of watercolours by Emma 
Tbnnant opens next Tuesday, at Malleti. 141 
New Bond Street, London Wl, and continues 
until 6 December. Her painting, she says, 
arose from her gardening; for years she 
recorded the changes of the seasons. Then 
friends persuaded her to sell. The 
watercolours, showing favourite flowers such 
as iris and sweet peas, and fruit such as pears 
have a simplicity that you know must be 
fiendishly difficult to acquire. Open Mon-Fri. 
930am-530pm. and Sat, 1 lam -4pm. 

The link Exchange started as a family 
business selling second-hand oil tanks for 
central heating. Now the exchange deals in 
water tanks as well. You can buy new 
Harcostar water butts from them, but the real 


bargains are their reconditioned uinks. These 
are big polyethylene containers used in the 
food industry to store hulk commodities such 
as fruit juice. They are cheap, clean, sturdy 
and durable. The smallest tank (once packed 
with sailed anchovies) is 27in high and 19in in 
diameter, holds 35 gallons and costs £13.99. It 
will fit comfortably inside a greenhouse. A 55- 
gallon tank, with u fixed lop. a drainpipe hole 
and a lap, is 46in tall and 21in in diameter and 
costs £20.99. Delivery is free. Thu TUnk 
Exchange is at Lewden House, Barnsley Road, 
Dodworlh, Barnsley S75 3JU (01226 203S52). 

Poriways gas hcaicrs were originally designed 
for commercial growers in Holland, but the 
company has now developed two heaters for 
gardeners lo use in (heir greenhouses over 
winter. The healers are thermostatically 
controlled, to adjust the heat m sunny 
conditions, and arc fitted with sensors so that 
the gas is turned off if the pilot light blows 
oul They arc economical to run, and can be 
set to produce temperatures anywhere 
between 43 Fand 88 F (6 C-31 C). The 
Portway 35 (£152.46) produces a maximum of 
3.5kW, the Portway 60 (£175.96) produces 
6kW. For more details contact Taylor and 
Portway, 52 Bruton Drive Trading Estate. 
Halstead, Essex C09 1HB (01787 472551. 



safe* 


In the picture: Emma Tennant’s exhibition of watercolours opens in London on Tuesday 


Photograph: Philip Meech 


TEL: 0K7I 293 2222 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


TO RESPOND TO ANY 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL- 

0891 862 117 

AND FOLLOW THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS. 

24 HOURS A DAY! 

(Calk cost 5 Op per minute at all times) 
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WOMEN 

SEEKING 

MEN 


: LIVELY LADY 
Petite, Independent handful, 
seeks charming gentleman, 35- 
45, to keep her in ofdor. S 

Mldtanda- TT397B : 

YOUNG, FREE AND SINGLE 


E l'-: ! *-'./• - '•ri 



Happy, feisty tear, 22, wllh men- 
tal prowess. Geeks g or geous 
akuYieiid, 22-31, tor woodtand 
walks. Nottingham area. 

TT3S42 

CONFIDE IN HE 
Bubbly, mature, ritfrtiy eccen- 
tric, down-to-earth female. 23, 
NTS, fiMD. bno Rime, waft tog. 
batkninton, good oanvereatton. 
seeks handsome, solvent mole. 
20-30, N/S, far Meratehlp/ 
romance. Oxford. WBIoWcaflsr 
□tease criL TOB98 

ABSOLUTELY GENUMB 
Loyal, educated, protesafonaL 
attractive gentleman. N/S, 
GSOH. required tor hopehriy 
permanent relationship, by 
honest. Independent, motivat- 
ed, selective, slim, Jeminine. 
professional attrarihre female. 
28. enjoys country Ota. trawl 
theatre, equestrianism. Home 
Counties. TT4007 

SOUL HATE REQUIRED 
Down-to-earth, fun-tovin&pro- 
lessonal female. 30, STO , 
smoker, seeks fen but senaibte 
male. 28-40. GSOH easenttal 
tor friendship, maybe more 
London area YT3947 _ — 

NO PLACE LIKE HOHEH 

Merge seeks Homer, 30-40, tar 
sedentary file styte end emati 
amounts ol action. Non-flte 
thro atoning. NW London- 

tf3982 - 

POP UY CORK 
Bubbly. sweet whlfe wtoe. 1061 
vintage, seeks meiure wsmi 
darat, to make my C Wrim ra 
rosy. Staffordshire- B39g — 
could nr be you? 

Intelligent attractive, rnbesd- 

race tamale. 30 b. enJoyBdtohg 

out, dnsmfi. theatre, eoctate- 
mg, 8»*“ 

male, for exploring London fife. 


MATURE hale 

Female. 3°-som^ig,800toig 

fervtovtog 

sle this loneliness. London 
— - sr 

ROHANDC^AN^SV 
Looking tor cartiw male partner, 

£tq,>I/S. QSOH. tor panne- 
nent/loving reiattonshlp. Good 

SS. “defiafeg-lnl*- 
twfeed with carina fa mily it 

IJErtbe e diri Be but a home- 

i/J,” No^ East Surrey. 


SEEKING HR RIGHT 
Attractive. Catholic, warm- 
hearted. home-loving, stogie 
female, 30s, enjoys the Bits. 
countnMtato. tanajaoes. seeks 
professional, Cms&m male. 
40a. genuine, sincere, and 
looking tor a happy, pe rmanen t 
r afaHonshto- Midlands. TT3986 
WEST LANCS F3IALE 
Lady late 30s. 5*9”. strawberry 
blonde, stiff In good nick, seeks 
decant friendly, caring gentle- 
man. 35-45. GSOH. who Is 

m in cricket, theatre. 

-to share Re's ups 

_____ . B3MS 

GOOD-LOOKING 
SINGLE HUM ‘ 
South West, good-looking, 
quiet fun, creative and sdvem, 
single mure 30. seeks mate 
compa ni on. 35-60. far com p are 

tanafao. 1T3859 

MCE GUY 

Cultured, witty, cuddty. reflec- 
tive. mischievous malB. any 

tor' P ^^dtve!* S gVoon?yod 
tamale. 40. with GSOH. tor 


HD SUSSEX 

Attractive, warm, creative, vital, 
expressive, caring women. 43. 
loves laughing, countryside, 
theatratopera, conversation, 
reading, seeks WeRgent. soft, 
tough, creative man, 40s. who 
laughs but is serious too, to 


LIVELY ft SPIRITUAL 
Humorous, loving, sfrn tamale. 
45, alternative health therapist, 
loves We. people, travel. Irish 
music, the sea, meditation and 
epfcttuai/peraonal growth, 
seeks emotionaiy aware men. 
38-48. M40/WtowlctaNrefenY- 

whare 0*3965 

NO MORE LO»ra.Y MGHTS 
Happy, fentoving female, tetre 
40s, seeks someone to care, 
share and tough with. Are you 

ihe one for me 7 7T394Q 

TOP OF THE WORLD 
7&B. tizzy jntelfoenL attractive 
tony woman. 49. pesstocuto 
about animal rights an d W e. 

Ores taBdng, thtowr^, taudWng. 

walking, seeks mteWgenl 
cfecenL whpteeoroo, eroottenak 
ly-ttterata. funny, Jund man, ** 
Norfolk. tt»92 


^TWFon- 


NEED A FUTURE? _ 
Bogart, taB. sflrru warn, fflfej- 
ttonate widow. 49. seete tod, 
ajocasduL professional male. 
47-SB, to share books, ctassted 
music, coitotry weekends and 
curmrt everts. London area. 

TT3BB3 

FRIENDSHI P e*BST_ . 

sassMSss 

^rST^SS-larChrisSm^ 
based- TT3953 — 


DRAWING IN THE DREAMS 
Warm, interesting. Svrdy gradu- 
ate female, has vacancy In the 
heart department, tar an active, 
Wrigutag male. 46-52, with lar- 
slgtued dreams and dynamism 
to futfll than. Cardiff area. 

■ZT3976 

MAKE ME LAUGH 
GonfrertHf, Independent tody, 
53, GSOH. enjoys art, music, 
gardening, cooking, walking 
and traveling, seeks warm, 
emotional, honest male, 50-60, 
tor friendship, possible relation- 

ship. London. *ff3B50 

ARTISTS PALATE 
NEEDS SOUL HATE 
SSre dark-haired patoter. 60. 
seeks serious food lover and 

stimulating companion, to eqlOy 
eating out In central London. 
Call me tor mote information. 

7T4000 

LOYAL AM) CARING 
Female, no ties, efim. vegetari- 
an. eotvent, enjoys keep fiL 
wanting, soctausng, seeks. 
N/S, prafasstonal male, 50-60, 
lor titendshdyooeatte relation- 
ship. London/Herts area. 

P3951 

CLASSICAL OFFER 
Honest outgoing female. N/S. 
artist, enjoys reading the clas- 
sics. cooking, classical music, 
seeks male, 5Gs-SDs. N/S, wfth 
smtitar interests, tor compan- 


ANY SINGLES LEFT? 
Female. 29. odd one out 
amongst couples, seeks gen- 
uine. outgoing btake. NS, tor 
friendshipAomanoe. Staffs 

«37S8 

TRAVELLER RETURNS 
Attractive, slim, brunette 
female. 29. enjoys eking, tflv- 
Ing, sociaSAig, pubs, dnema. 
romarSic dnnecs, seeks hand- 
some. profe ssi o na l, outgotag, 
aftoeflonete mete. 35. ST*, for 
friendship, posalbto relatton- 
sMp. London/S Coast area. 
P3735 

BRING ME SUKSHNE 
Creative. inteUgenc. wtay a% 
young woman, 30. seeks a(w- 
fcr, attractive male, 26-35. a 
cerutin degree at empettry with 
pigeons and the abSSty to do 
Eric Morecarrtb e'a pap er beg 
trick orelerradl •g3763 
STILL SEARCHING 
Efegem. fenny, adventurous, 
we IF travelled, postgraduate 
female. 32. Okas walking in 
countryside, soffng, conversa- 
tion, good toodfetne, eeetdng 
tall, protessrional mala, 30+. 


rtving. ol 
real fires. 
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You HAP 
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Don't you 
think it's time 
you tried the 
personals? 

To place your own FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 


- f For FREE Eve assistance from a 'face Personals’ 

I I I | * | representative aJ Mondoy-Friday 9am-8pm. • 

wm . THE INDEPENDENT 

Voice personals 

Vaico Penonak* app>eQr5 in The Independent eoch Saturdoy and in The Independnnt on Sunday 
the cefl to pfece the advertisement are free, hmvever advertisers are Uled at 50p_per mkiute tor message retrfeveL I 



Both the advert and the cafl to piece the advsrttaement ore fiee, however advertisers are Ufed at 
The adwrtfeer to strongly encouraged to recoid a votoegreeltito prior to 
If you reopond to an advarttoarwho has not recorded a wrice greeting, yni vifl stiff have the 


the oppoAmky to leave a message. 



LITTLE MM M A IBM 
Are you 6R+. Ur, a#m. fen-tov- 
ino. Wependent. soNent. N/B, 
35-407ifwi this tab femefe, 
33, ST', would B» to hear from 

you I P37S2 

ESSEX AND SUFFOLK 
Outwardly confident, inwardly 
shy, no attachments, seeks 
30feh male. prefaraMy tal. con- 
tidert. affecbontae. toughs eas- 
ily, can be sophisticated, area 


HEALTHY LOVE UTC 
rrumTs? warts WateehcSy! 

have 

V3SOH and a Ngh « to get 
pest tost base. Cheshire. 

TT3743 

1960a FEMALE 
Blonde and attractive, in good 
c ona tio n, but in need of further 
care and attention, into good 
food, w fee and wafts on (ha 
beech, seeks caring male, 30- 
40. Srailh West area. TP3782 
STEADFAST A ROMANTIC 


be sophisticated. *w 
A | nto moowcycang. 
dives, beer, oafe and 



Lady. 44, aaaks partner. NIS. 
with GSOH, to Wrare He wffh. 
WsaMtofends. ir37sa 


REDHEAD SEEKING LOVE 
Jewish female, seeks profes- 
sional, creative, Inteflectual 
male, 50-60. to explore el that 
He and London has to offer. 

■W791 


MEN 

SEEKING 

WOMEN 


MVETERXTE TRAVELLER 
Attractive, eclectic, profession- 
al mate. 29, GSOH, seeks free- 
sptrifed. krtBUgart femefe, tor 

ratotoshlp. WOOO 

INDEPENDENT READER 
Professional, sfim male, 36, 6*. 
seeks stogie female, 30-40. 
who to Interested to fflms, 

music, arts, tar poeHbto rate- 
Oonstrip. S or W YbriaMre. 

gggya 

GSOH ESSENTIAL 
Hianorous male, 6\ wtto went) 
heart and co« feet, seeldng 20- 
somat hl ng . protessfenfe tody, 
wtih dkecfioa but ssnee of fen. 
93996 ■ 


SOUL MATE REOUIRB) 
Easygoing mate, 22, S‘6", 
GSOH, N/S, enjoys dubs, ctoe- 
ma, ksep-ft; M seeks honest, 
caring, romantic, affectionate 
tamale, 19-38. 52*. ferratation- 

Sfllp. TT3960 

SINCERE MALE 
Attractive, sfim, professional 
male. 29, 5Tf, qiriet easygo- 
ing depodtion. enjoys sports, 
ait & craft, nights to, ctoema. 
seeks genuine, sfim, good- 
looking female, 20-25. tor 
friendship, possible retattort- 

ahfo. 7T3996 

WORCESTERSMRE HALE 
Profession al male, 29, seektog 
slim, French-speaking girt, 18- 
35, for fen times, poesfoto rele- 

ttorwhlp. Tf3966 

NORTH OF THE BORDER 
Stogie, handsome, feimorous, 
Papal male. 31. SIIT, seeks 
attractive, fcdy female. 2M6. 
who enjoys tvtog He to the futi. 
Bginaroa. W4004 


FtiSTORY M THE HAKING 
Oul going, fewovlng, profes- 
sional male. 32. ST, cuddly 
bufld. GSOH, enjoys cinema, 
couttryskte, travel, hkawy. pol- 
itics. seeks femefe. 25-45, tor 
friendship, possible relation- 
ship. HudderefteW area. 

TT3999 

LATIN MALE 

One-to-e-mBUm, sincere, hon- 
est total Sgent, warm, lovtog, 
generous, tafthlul guy, 33, 
seeks slmlar female, 20-35, for 
retotionahip and best friend. 
South Was! based. TT4001 
MCHOLSON BAKER FAN 
Male, esrty 30s, trig Mehotoon 
Baker Ian, especially “Vox*, 
seeks sbnfiar tamale, far Svety. 
toteresting conversation, friend- 
ship, possible relationship. 

Lancs. ttt3951 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Res ati this month, bBnd da te s. 
perhaps saSng, theatre, or 
good toodANhe, offer indudes, 
good company; athletic, attrac- 
tive, professional male, 34, 
Detun area. jnjM 


STRUCE FT LUCKY7 
Tai. dark. Inieiigert. educated, 
tunny, reckless, kind, charming, 
relaxed, gentle, striktog-fadong 
male. 35. totes traveling, seeks 
affectionate, tatetogert. inde- 
pendent. professional female, 
lor companjonsWp. Staffs. 

B397S 

ELIGIBLE JUALE 

You are warm, lovtog. toteM- 
genl and femel o. you Ive Dte to 
die ML love beauty, you ll» 
theatre, oubloors, you look 
after youraeti and love chfidren. 
Male. 36. seeks yew. SW area. 
TT3B69 

SMOKS4G LADY SOUGHT 
TaB mala. 36. Htes nwfiic. pubs, 
horae- raring, country feoesaal 
walks. Alan Partridge. John 
Shuttfeworth, seeks female 
smoker, 28-40. lor possible 
romance. S London. g3981 
SEEHWQ ADVENTURE 
Tati, Eton. fair, witty, unconveo- 
tionaL Ft professional, 36. totes 
|ezz, skiing, theatre, tenitis, 
travel seeks Svely, IntaSgenL 
Christian female. 20-30. for 
adventiae. romance and oom- 
mitmeirt. West London. 

TB3877 

BRISTOL MALE 
Relaxed, easygoing, fit, ad- 
vert. professional male. 36. 
BT. btondfakm, WS. enjoys 
the beneffis of the etty and Hie 
joys of the courtryskte, seeks 
tote-mtodad female. slmUar 
age. far tifendshfafrelationship- 

■P3958 

CREATIVE CHAP 
Mkl-30s, QSOH. attractive, 
graduate, fiction writer, seeks 
beautiful, brainy, balanced, 
female. 27-35. far meanfeghd 
relationship. Herts/CambsfN 
London. ^4006 

CLASSICAL OFFER 
TaU. caring, daasteal music 
JoumtfsL young 38. seeks Bve- 
ly. toffidganl female. 20s, lor 
concerts, opera end romance. 

London area. P3969 

KttORED SPBffT 
Funny. aBghfiy bchomfen. poor 
guy, 39, seeks (Ifietime'*) sod 
mate tor faro. food, waits, wine. 
Leamin gton Spa/anywhere. 

g3B70 

GREAT TIMES 

Good-looking, professional 
male. 30s. S' JO’, into traveL 
sports ang current affairs, 
seeks attractive female, 20-38, 
(or good tunes and more. S 

EasL g3S39 

BE MY RARTNSI 
TaU, soriaMa. sotvert. easygo- 
tog. professional, loyal good- 
looking, London-based male. 
39, enjoys Ufa. laughter, puts, 
restaurants, boating, seeks 
attractive, good-humored tody, 
to become Ms best friend and 

mare. W39S7 

BUGGLES 

Video killed the radio star, 
remember? Cynical, pes- 
simistic. sardorac male. 40, 
seeks opumtstic. attractive, 
patient female, lor balance end 
ratationship. NattoraMy unlm- 


ALL I WANT 
FOR CHRISTMAS 
Outaoirn, romantic mole. 42, 
5T£T. mas reading, dnema. 
watiis. real ale. archeology, 
seeks sincere, toraHgart lady. 


ROMANTIC MALE... 
...43, 511*. sum, unpreterv- 
tious, caring, sensitive and cre- 
ative. graduate/profeeatonaf, 
seeks sensitive, sSm tomato, 
tor a cartogfiovlng rejattaneMp- 





Handsome, professional chap, 
40, west London based, wlda 
range of Interests toriwSng 
travel and green issues, seeks 
attractive, toteSgent lady. 50- 
80. wllh a kart tar Me. -Zra9B4 
MIDDLE YOUTH 
A happy moc of ertartatomenl 
and home-favtog male, 44, 
seeks any female, wife similar 
Interests, please reply. London 


MAKE MY DAY 
Male, late 40s. needs N/S. 
quiet, hometavtog. brainy girt- 
friend, not a mother, big sister, 
wtteL who prefers to to out, 
enjoys sociology, allied eri- 
enoes, 1 prefer a logical reobst, 
to a romerafa. SE London, Nth 

Kart. P39S2 

CARING MALE 
Atiracthre, young, slm, educat- 
ed. unpretentious, sincere 
mate, 46, SV, brown ayee, 
enjoys dnema. cyritog. couv 
tryside. alternative iwraptes, 
seeks slim, N/S female soul 
mate, 34-44, tar tasting reto- 
tlonahlp. London. TT3754 
DESIRABLE HALE 
Atonal Christmas and stfl no 
offers ol pantomlmel Really 
nice, charawg, handsome, 
considerate guy, wllh GSOH, 
seeks spedsl hdy, 32-tZ, S/S, 
for good times, tornurthe bad 
times. Guflford/SW London. 

•BT3971 

SEEKING SPECIAL LADY 
Honest, caring mate, 47, 
rivoroed, own home/car. Ores 
music, serialising, swimming, 
squash, seeks female, sfcnflar 
age, SV*. OxfenMilre area. 
*4005 


PROFESSIONAL MALE 
m sim, professional mate, 
late 40s but young-al-heart, 
with GSOH. enjewe music, envi- 
ronment, waUong. talking. 

mcror bikes, non-package trav- 
el. friends/retibves, seeks 
easygoing fBmeto. 35-45, tor 
friendsNpfralationship- East 
Mcnandsama. TT39S7 
SURREY MALE 
Are you a slm, reasonably 
attractive female, who has 
grown-up or no chidren. look- 
tog lor a permanent retetion- 
rittp? Sfim, Surrey male, fete 
40s. 5*9’, GSOH, would kwe to 

meet you. t>3991 

ESSEX-BASED TEACHER 
Honours graduate widower. 50. 
from Essex, no children, enjoys 
languages, al sports, current 
affairs, things French, tfiscos 
dancing, fiterature. animals, 
rearing, seeks tall goad-look- 
tog. etteSgeni, very sporty 
tomato. GSOH. 35-55. »3B4f 
COMMUTED CHRISTIAN 
Seeks Bte-mtoded female, 40- 
50, to stare interests. I enjoy 
theatre, music, ctoema, good 
restaurants, travel (especially 
abroad), most Importantly 
laughter. Soutit Midlands. 

P3938 

CAR PE DIEM! 

-The English pattern" requires 
statutory dose of romance. 
Previous history - mature mate, 
ri wfeetanoe, conskfetate. auo- 
ceesluf. P rescription raquked - 
much younger tamale meric/ 
pharmacists/ physiotherapist, 
ale. South Walas/beyond. 

TP3987 

YOU’LL FEVER 
WALK ALONE 

Professional kind, warm, 
tumorous male teacher, mid- 
50s, SW Herts, many hfreris, 
enjoys sport, theatie, dnema, 
reeding, music, wefttog, seeks 
shapely female, for testing raia- 

bonshia. g3993 

NOTTS MALE. _ 

-.20, seeks female, 18+. tar 
lun, friendship and posable 

retofloreMp. TSTSm 

YOUNG OWARJST 
Male, seeks creative female, 
for friendship, pcesfale relation- 
shlp. South East P3770 
TRUE PROFESSIONAL 
Caring, gentle mate. 34, with 
GSOH, seeks wonderful 
female, for leva. Btantogham. 
03789 


JUST FRIENDS 


ITS GOOD TO TALK 
Professional male. 40+, enjoys 
music, travel, ctoema. theatre, 
seeks tamale friends, 354-. for 
friendship, outings, conversa- 
tion. London. WO old callers 


KOZART/BEETHOVEN 

LOVER 

Male.O.loverofartanddaa- 
sical music, espeoiriy music of 
Mozart & Beethoven, seeks 
slmlar female, tor friendship/ 
outinga/Conversation. North 


CITY OF LONDON 
Gay newly bereaved. totoU- 
gerit, considerate. N/S, agora- 
phobic male. 44. now alone, 
seeks warm-hearted, pattern 
companionshi p, any age. Mote 

or female. TT37B9 

TRAVO. 

’ COMPANION WANTED 
Female, 52. seeks female trav- 
el companion, to share expens- 
es. t ra vaCng through Portugal, 
to a camper van. Must be easy- 
gotog. V3B67 


aumnnCS: Private todWWvo* i .TTTl -fV -S be aJc&hed resUng pwrom yw«v 


l Aik may net be mbmitad fay psn om younger lhan 
aider* rceuam no Dafaifity lor the eonwrit oi ct reply 
laior't lew), tiabibies and domogw muting from or 
Ifaeif proprietor TaWufatoNng UK ltd. 22/1197 


Independent Hearts 


Chatlines 


if*?™ 60 

!' Si WOMEN 

0891108051 


. gay? Bl? OR * 



™TCHfliaWlt 

wl 

Jmwi 




0881 

111444 


Chat Lines 


The Nightclub at the end oi yovr phene 

ENSATIONAL 

> - INGLES Ji!?# 

Talk live & _ 
uncensored... Girls 
i Guys on line Wow' ~ i 

DIAL FREEFONE 

0800 188 8509 






To advertise in the „ Per ^" a ' 

Claire Louise Donald on 0171 293 2347. 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents wiD receive a 
reply when answering 
advertisements on ibis 
page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they will. 
'When making contact 
with people for the first 
time it is advisable u> 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
wflJ be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving ora personal 
details. This will be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 


ATTACHED? 

SEEKING ROMANCE? 



FIND RUSSIAN ROMANCE 
thrautfi pretarttonafly organ l»d 
uustoSLFetonfawg. toekwh«4 

day pra^amnu IMHtoff 3 ooefe- 

taa parttaa, Nghteeotng and an 
opportunity to maat carefufly 
ao lac io d pfoapeetiva lady part- 
nara with a gonutoa desire for 
mantag*. For more itetala el 30 
January 1998 dtpanuo, ptaasa 


— c %'S-, , iF- Pm files 

SI RlL ' Club Wu”a:.inc 

Ai.'CGb'Hra Mess I nf nr m ,i f i n it /’</(/, 

Sirin', in; rite inlt Hi /, „ < :i<. u in re 
i; /! cf ur/i ctlii i u I >ii . v/i/i /!L‘ /•< T / 
i it ! r rvi cn •• ii n d . d / con cow /tier ( 

\ L ; 1 r in it at nil r I 111 I 
Ini n nnn a n ,/ i i n in: . . . 

zlt 00 <U /wt’ pAfute caCCi ! 

0800 LI VI80\ 

or -.v.’ij,-. :o r REEPOS 7 Lone on EC *5 toV 




U-104» 


■ tel ttell lyilll 




Socialise around 
Gnema /Aits even ts in 
central London 
TeL 0181 800 4822 
orsaidSAEto 
138 Lordship Road 
London N1 6 OQL 


Please send Box 
No replies I: — , to 
Hie Independent, 
1 9th Floor, 

I Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, 
London EI4 5DL. 




V V W W W 'ST? WWV k? 

^ A A A A A A A A A A Aw A A A A A 


GAY MEN 

Form long term relationships 
through 

Significant 

Others 

the introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
0171 499 5939 


V V V V V V V V V V V V 


A snp nrtttsfee concept for 
meefing single, like ntmled 
people over dinner in a 
friendly, relaxed atmosphere. 
Tdfpboaa or fn 

01926 641716 i24h re > 


Even (hougi yni h»e 










satV R N day PENDENT 

22 November 1097 


TEU0I7I 293 2222 


14 /CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 

^ cowiSST^ 


FAX 0171 293 2505 


TODAY’S JUSTOOLS OFFER 


Tectrori 
drill bits 

These revolutionary bits power through 
almost.every material, eliminating the need to 
have separate drill bits for wood, metal, 
masonry, etc... . 

Tipped with unique Cobalt Wolfram for 
extreme heat tolerance and diamond-like 
hardness, they penetrate concrete, granite, 
steel, brick, ceramics, glass, tiles and wood. 

Supplied as an essential set of 5 most used 
sizes 4,5,6,8,10mm dia. - in a compact case. 
Exceptional value art Today's Offer price of 
just £9.95 -l- £1.95 p&p. 

Order 2 sets for £21.80 and SAVE £2. 

Orders received by DECEMBER 13th 
guaranteed despatch in time for Xmas, 
if you are not fully satisfied, please return 
within 14 days for a foil refund. 

Post coupon to: JUSTOOLS" Offer (DeptHT47), 
88 Station Rd, Burton Latimer, 
or NORTHANTSNN15 5JW 



AN IDEAL 
GIFT 


01536 
. 720130 , 

I MASTERCARD/VISA I 


| Please send me □ 1 SET □ 2 SETS (tick box) 


I i enclose Cheque/P.Os for £ , 
I MASTERCARD or VISA card. 


payable to Ju&xjb* Offer or debit my 


Number. 


| Signature. 

J Name 

| Address _ 

I 


Expiry Date . 


Postcode. 


J JusTools® Offer (DeptHT47), 88 Station Rd. Burton Latimer; Northerns NN15 5JWL 

- Qtaribote UJC. *»g.XM. Mb. 2ISSM) 

Not Antique 



COMPUTER DESKS 

Sc Unusual Antique style cabmen to hide computer* 
for the home & office environment 


%8Sr - v 



FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

tebles always in ^ (faym dbdtyuU 

S JkMutmfuIrnd, 

* (Berks. 

Library and writing «« **££**£ 
furniture also Only 6 nuns fom J13 M4 

usually available 

We will endeavour to find the table you require 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Win a Prize . 

In our Easy . 

To Enter 
Christmas 
Competition 

The Independent in association with 

enaissance 



R 


is offering a special Christmas basket 
incorporating luxury food and wine every 
Saturday until 6th December in our 
Christmas Guide Competition. Every 
week the first correct postcard pulled out 
of the Christinas sack will win the special 
prize. 

How to Enter 

There are five questions, numbered one to 
five, hidden amongst the Christmas Gift 
Guide advertisements: Once you have 
found them, you must find the answers. 
These are located within the 
advertisements. Send your answers, 
together with your name, address and 
daytime telephone number on a postcard 
to: 

rMiriaHiwE filft Guide Competition No. 9. 
Marketing Department. 19th Floor; 

The Independent. 

One Square, Canary Wharf, 

London E14 SDL 

Closing date for Competition No. 9 Is 
Thursday 27th November 1997 




(2b&r£@t\i\el 


Chocolates that say it all. 

Your personal Christmas message spelt 
out in toil covered chocolate letters. 
Telephone tor our international mail 
order service and Christmas list. If you 
mention. The Independent advert when 
ordering you will receive a £5 discount off 
the postal charge. 


'-Whiter 


tin?, rteXuvai Arc.iJo. 
OIC l 1 out! Sit,: ft. 
V. : "\ 

I ho in'; t) 1 71 4't 




FOR THE MAN WHO THINKS 
HE HAS EVERYTHING 
pBanBliMd Htnd Cnftcd Beer 
YauriBuqoemM sy pnnlalqn 

No additives or presertaHves. 


ORDER now ft* Unique Xom Gift 
4xOCtaiI Boats GB.95 
OnpresentattapscU 
UK«hrsavtett , 6 


Sexy Lingerie 

(lie perfect sift 


iPstjDrtsse. 

3 FREE CATALOGUES 

5 more ootopt* t£ Usorir 

Emtka. Se» TojsA PVC 
niUfeait^HS 

HlaHHewUn 



Ol- If you pM a H»lMa Chrfaanas. 
where evt^u Imp It ndy? 


Os- An you In the picture? It not. 

who can help you p t a C a It 

together? 


Let your chM become the 
star ol each adventure 

with iheir name woven 
into the storyUne ot their 
__ best loved books. 

~~J Stories such ax 
jSmtt, ig l Mrnaflom, 
FSntstones, Dktosnr land, 
The UonfOng, Where's WrSy? 
Whole tfw Pooh, detain, 
Alad&iMXfBtijyJtaB. 
For the ItaO story atfJtoanLasa! 

( Personalty (faun 

Orgsefam TVfoac 01635 2977S3 


CHS WhM would be ■ very healthy 
bweriment tar Chrtmnee? 



SMOKED 
SCOTTISH 
SALMON 

7Br Very Ben (hafirj 
277g 18 «U thatl rack .....BA! 

454fl I l»l itoJ pock £1455 

MOgd.'Alilradwdr ._1I945 
SOT* I21bl Uicaj pJ c— ■ — E24A5 
SPECIAL OFFER: 

8j£ 27| (Sad steed potii.. 6C.05 
VAC-PA C lu dm prat pud. 
Gltl cento may bo Included 
Vtea M cd » MH Mte »e» crd)equett 
LOCHENGOWER 
KEUPLETON HULL 
KHtKCUDBtnGHT 0GS4NI 
TiSt (fn597)330361 (7 days) 
RnaBrissn33<ae3 




in a tap French vmeyard. 
Qualify taint and great fun.j 

A UNIQUE GO T( 

Fora brochure ring 




armttrauetmnfINDlc i 

3D MSnes.ifaByLitef.Hn 
Sa toc »tacd. U»aJ h wfiro i , £ 


■WEATHERVANE FOR XMAS?-> 
I Craftsmen made in UJC 
I All steel, Super Quality 
1 3 Sizes available 



■300 designs approx 
■ Prices from £2199 

Further detaBs/brochure: Webbs Distribution Ltd, 
Unit 2 , 1 5 Station Rd, Knebworth, Herts SS3 6AP 
Tek 01438 814620 (24hrs) Fax: 01438 815047 
_ Comprehensive brochure available — 


* 


A UNIQUE GIFT FOR 


Banish muddy footprints from the house 
ith Q^grt&ames Gardeners Shu fflers. 

pk- AgriEramcs ShuStas. The practical, affordable and 
way to banish muddy footprints from the house. Simply 
Ip into Agrifrnoc a Shuffles when you need to slip into the 
hoise to answer the phone (or the call of nature) or make & quick 
cup cf sea. Shuffles am made from hard-wearing* pcflyjxopyfcne 
fabtic that is machine ^cashable and long lasting. Hang a pair on a 
hook by the doaq, or folded up in your pocket ready for aakn. 

Available in two sizes, medium to fit wo bom sizes (4-7) and 
lai gp to fit over boot sizes (8-11J in a choice of colons, blue or 
green. Boy now - Shuffles are only available direct from 
Agri&anks this Christmas 
£ 

sn 





Jyj crr ifmraes 


ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 


AS SEEN ON TV 

BEST BUY UNDER £10 

BBC Gardeners 
World Live 1997 


MASTERCARD / VISA / SWITCH IS 01342 310021 (24hrs) FAX: 01342 310099 



&rfeheoJB»Ao*em»l 

QdwwMBaariartavi68 0»rfsnQ«a'^ rri 

rr - ri i i i nil in i u ia E **” ajjj 

u.,. - SwuhteusNo. 


ItaMMlWttirdMrr 






Suitable 
for Man A 
Woman 

Hacfcotlnay. 

fhcbcdokig 
■tori cote ho 
tagepetattafa 
bakandUtangti 
dgamEcnr*» 
cvtoamlBdd 
ithringktajare . 

sfcntetfai 
'AnUhpte 
MAtetaApWl 
_ BOH* sndM* 

orjifthtefftawneH toyaftoir 

bacifftMid FWy mortina nm. 

um,mxgmm SS. tSS: 



Mng now on our 

24HOUHOHDCH * 

brochure HanruNE 

0171 27 43387 

If pH tea IHG7. FHEffOST 
P0 Bn ■ 

Jk ICuMtav 


03. Whon boakr can tel ym (^3 
be the alar In th* lavwnte 
adventure storistf? 



SSS ALTIMETERS 


Our imprussive range of 40 
PedcxrKjters allow you to 
choose the right model for ' 
your nee ds , n you Jog, Walk, ^ 

Run, Cycle or you would just like 
to know how far you hove walked 
the dog, you can measure tho 
distance travelled. Lightweight and 
compact. 

Precision Made Instruments 
guaranteed for reliabilHy and accuracy. 

We a bo have a large selection of Map Measurers, 
Compasses, Magnifiers, Stop Watches etc all 
available at excellent prices. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE despatched by return. 
1 WITTE FAX OR PHONE FOR ' 


The Jfaf rage in oar FREE cotoar brodon of fetty predrfan henmna 

PEDOMETERS INTERNATIONAL LTD QN47) 

13/14 James Watt Close, Drayton Fields, 
Oavantry, Norttwnta NN1 5RJ 

Tel 81327 706030 Fax 01327 871633 



04- Who hu the gift to banish 
muddy footprints from ttn 
houM? 


g^feWBtlWI 


lOOOxk&kMs 

Name, Address, 3 or 

snywonknptoGiiH 


_Mb£\ 

£ 4.80 


fiSaSal 

£5.95 


£4.30 


5.80 


STAHONEKV 50 8" X V PHaed 

Sheets + 10 pWa + 90 Envelopes 

£8-95 DOUnJE RACK £12-50 

— , 72 

Nome Tapg S^gJTSn 

WtauwtpMf-ahck. hit 
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BELGIAN CHOCOLATES 
Dzuaous Gifts By Post 
H and made Belgian 
chocolates delivered to 
any UK address. 
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100% Cotton t*Un, XL E1ZS9. pap £1.95 per order 
Rosie Njaper.N21, 12 Munster Road. Taddlngton, 
Middlesex. TW11 SUL or phone 0181-255 B026. 24hrs. 
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ADULT PARTY 
* CRACKERS * *) 

VERY NAUGHTY & SAUCY 

Great fun for any Adult Party or 
Celebration.' 11 


' heCgtag^fke, 
BIRTHDAY XMAS. NEW YEAR. 
IffiCWlDRINKS ETC. SEXY FUN TO MAKE 
YOUR PARTY GO WITH A BANGUI 

07000 272253 
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ADULT PARTY CRACKER CO. 
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SPECIAL READERS OFFER 
FOLDAWAY JOGGER + ^ 


Walk your way to health with the easy to 
use, easy to store, foldaway logger for 
only jS9dB "now only E49S9 + p&p with 
A power trimmer worth £1939. 


FREE 


WniWng. power woBdng and Jogjng are all excellent 
forms of aerobic axerolse recommended by doctors to 
keep you aerobteaDy lit and trim, and your heart heatthy. 
Now you can enjoy al the benoffl without leaving home! 
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the smalesi flat - It tokto flat to a depth ol just 30cm. And 
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and the speed at which you are traveling. It also shows a 
warm up f cod down Misty zone, along with normal, 
rigorous and termed exercise ratings. Exercise while 
watching your favourite TV show or listening to music and 
see yourseB getting litter and stronger as those Mbs melt 
away The toldaway Jogger Is a very healthy investment 
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TRADITIONAL & 
CONTEMPORARY STYLES 

THE FINEST FOOD & WINE 
CLASSIC CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
VELVET WRAPPED PORT & STILTON OR 
CHAMPAGNE & CHOCOLATES 
EXCLUSIVE GIFTS FOR CLIENTS, 
FRIENDS & FAMILY 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE TO PROM OTE YOUR 
CORPORATE IDENTITY 
WORLD-WIDE DISPATCH A 
HAND DELIVERY DM LONDON 
CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE 

TEL- 0181 780 1560 OR fax; 0181 780 0557 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

CHRISTMAS 
GIFT 
GUIDE 

. . . With Christmas just around the corner, 
over 1 .4 million Independent and Independent 
on Sunday readers will be looking for gift 
ideas. 

Our Christmas Gift Guide can -help you 
promote your products and service to ouf 
discerning readers. 

The Christmas advertising section appears in 
both the Independent and Independent oh 
Sunday on the following Saturdays and 
Sundays:- - . . 

November 22nd-23rd, 29th-30th ~ 
December 6th-7th 

We noi only offer special discounts - up to 
-5% for i4 insertions - but also -our 
Christmas Competition encourages our 
readers to study the advertisements closely. 
To find out more and to book your s pare* . ... 


call the . - 

Christmas Gift 
Guide Team 

0171 293 2323 

0171 293 2344 
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What will happen If hunting with 
dags ts banned this week? 

Duff Hart-Davis has some 
constructive suggestions. 

On Friday, the second reading of the Wild 
Mammals (Hunting with Dogs) Bill 
brought in by Mike Raster, Labour MP for 
Worcester, will raise emotions in the 
battle over fox-hunting to fever pitch. Most 
oteervets believe that the Private Member’s 
Bui will receive a substantial majority in 
the House of Commons, but that it will 
probably fail in its later stages because the 
Government will not allocate it time. 

Whatever the outcome, the attempt to 
ban hunting has concentrated the minds 
of field sports enthusiasts as never before, 
because they fear that if the opposition - 
led by the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare, the RSPCA and the League 
Against Cruel Sports, and collectively 
known as “the antis” - do manage to dose 
down hunting, they will swiftly align their 
sights on other targets, principally 
shooting. 

Hitherto, field sports organisations 
have been fighting their own corner, 
among them the Countryside Alliance (for- 
merly the British Reid Sports Sodety), the 
British Association for Shooting and Con- 
servation, the National Federation of 
Angling and the Union of Country Sports 
Workers. But these bodies are still far from 
united; as one observer put it, “the battle 
between shooting and hunting has been go- 
ing on for 70 years”. Now would-be re- 
formers have floated a proposal that could 
prove to be of major importance: that the 
Government should take the initiative and 
set up a single, independent body to reg- 
ulate all field sports. 

The suggestion is that any such board 
should include both hunters and conser- 
vationists, as does (for example) the Unit- 
ed States Fish and Wildlife Service, which 
administers 700 million acres of federal ter- 
ritory; the hope being that it would reduce 
excesses in country sports and promote re- 
sponsible management of the environment. 
One of its leading advocates is Edmund 
Marriage, a farmer and wildlife specialist, 
who has established a small agency called 
British Wildlife Management 

This, he believes, should be the title of 
the new umbrella body, which' should be 
run “by grass-roots country people”, and 
should consist not of tivO servants, but of 
representatives from the various country 
sports and land-management organisations. 
“There should be a rule book, which in- 
dudes all existing codes of conduct and 
statutory requirements, and the rules, 
based on science, should be continuously 
updated.” 

His aims are seconded by Mark Miller 
Muody, the portrait photographer who 



Field sports at gun point 


conceived the idea of this summer’s coun- 
tryside marches. “A body of this kind would 
have to consist of reasonable people,” he 
says, “not fanatics from either side. Wfe need 
to find some middle ground.” Miller 
Mundy believes that creating an indepen- 
dent board would defuse the current 
dangerously extreme attitudes. - 

Similar ideas are being put forward by 
Jim Barrington, Director of Wfldlife Net- 
work, another small pressure group. Con- 
sidering that he and his principal 
colleagues are all defectors from the 
League Against Cruel Sports- be himself 

was the League's director - it is quite some- 
thing to hear him say: “What everyone 
should realise is that a ban on hunting 
would not save the life of a single fox, and 
could make thin gs far worse for foxes In 
general if it drove persecution under- 


ground.” At the moment his group is pre- 
occupied with the hunting issue, but 
hopes to turn its attention also to shoot- 
ing and fishing. 

The idea of an independent regulatory 
body is by no means new. The Scott Hen- 
derson report, commissioned by a Labour 
government in 1951, recommended, among 
other proposals, that all country sports 
should be overseen by a “competent au- 
thority”. Masters of foxhounds acted on the 
recommendations within their remit, but 
successive administrations failed to estab- 
lish any supervisojy board. 

The latest report on hunting, by Richard 
Phelps, was published in July- This pro- 
posed restrictions on digging out foxes, and 
on “bolding up” - the practice of Suing peo- 
ple up outride coverts to prevent foxes 
breaking away during cub-hunting - and. 


once again, hunts have moved swiftly to im- 
plement the recommendations. 

A longer-term suggestion was for some 
kind of supervisory body. The Campaign 
for Hunting (part of the Countryside Al- 
liance) does not believe that a statutory 
government authority would be work- 
able; instead, it is now drafting a consti- 
tution for a body which would include not 
only members of all the hunting associa- 
tions, but also representatives of major 
land-managing organisations such as the 
National Fanners’ Union and the Country 
Landowners’ Association. If everyone 
concerned can agree on its wording, the 
proposal will be put to the Home Office 
and the Ministry of Agriculture. 

At the moment tbe heat is on bunting 
with hounds, but shooting men are already 
nervous that they wffl become the antis’ next 


target. In particular, they fear that attempts 
will be made to prohibit the rearing and 
releasing of gamebirds. 

Such a ban already exists in Holland, 
where a series of restrictive laws has made 
it illegal to rear birds artificially - with dis- 
astrous consequences for the environ- 
ment Organised shooting has practically 
ceased; the number of gamekeepers has 
declined dramatically; woods, copses and 
hedgerows are neglected; predators such 
as crows and foxes flourish, and other 
species are in decline. Tbe government line 
is that if this is how nature ordains things, 
so be it 

That something similar should happen 
here - that there should be a similar ab- 
dication of responsibilhy -is the nightmare 
of British landowners, who, in recent 
years, have put immense efforts into 


conservation and positive midlife man- 
agement The danger they see is that emo- 
tion, rather than reason or science , will 
dictate government policy, as it now does 
on this issue in Holland. 

The British countryside is deceptively 
calm at the moment; but rural folk are cer- 
tain that if the Foster biQ does become law, 
it will lead to widespread dvil unrest roads 
will be blocked, plantations set on fire, 
water pipes blown up. Hundreds of peo- 
ple will deliberately solicit prosecution by 
committing newly created criminal acts such 
as allowing their dogs to chase rabbits. 

Perhaps it is not too much to hope that 
the Government, seeing how much trouble 
it has stirred up on the fox-hunting issue, 
will grasp at the idea of an all-in-one field 
sports supervisory body as a constructive way 
out of an uncomfortable corner. 
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House & Home 


We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand n a me s. Sandersons, MonkweD, 
Oabome and little. Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 
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Gardening 



GARDEN WATCHER 
KEEPS CATS OUT 

Award Winning Ultrasonic 
Cat Deference System 

by STOCK NUTRITION 
STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR191RD 

01362 694957 
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NATURE NOTE 


Earlier this week gales and rain finally swept leaves from the trees, and the glorious show of 
autumn colour came to a sudden end. Yet if this was a disappointment for humans, for the 
trees it was merely the completion of their summer labours. 

Leaves turn gold and red when the green chlorophyll in them is reabsorbed into twigs and 
branches, and other chemical compounds show through. As far as biologists can tell, the 
different colours serve no biological purpose - but once the tree has taken back as much 
nutriment as it can from the leaves, rt dumps the residue. 

Shedding leaves is also a means of saving water, in winter, when the earth is cold, a tree 
cannot absorb much water through its roots, and if moisture continued to evaporate through 
the leaves, the whole organism would dry out. The fall in short, shows that the tree has shut 
down for a good long rest until the spring. 

Duff Hart-Davis 



THE INDEPENDENT 
HANGING BASKET BRACKETS 



' A great Christmas present for the hang- 
7v_- ing basket lovers in die family. 

- rt 4?^ These superb brackets are designed to 
make hanging baskets look even more 
attractive. There are six different 
^ ' designs to choose from, each with its 
^ ; own charm and appeal - BirdsNest. 

“ Hedgehog, Cat, Horse. Dog and 
Mouse. 
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All the brackets are made from quality steel, are treated with 
a thick polyester powder coating to protect them fully 
through the wettest winter and honest summer and will take 
up to a 16” basket. 

Unlike other wall brackets these even look attractive cm their 
own - so when yanr flowers aren't in bloom why not use 
diem to hang a bag of nuts on for the birds that frequent your 
garden. At just £13.95 each including postage and packing 
they really are a great addition to the garden. 
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to availability. 
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History in a pottery vase 


Flower-arranging is, of course, an 
art - and one tint is made all the 
more challenging when placed in a 
historical context. 

Patricia Clevekmd-Peck found some 
welcome help and advice. 


have to come in and stay in.” 

would appear fiat arrangements were ?wof the stunning photographs in fee 

tighter, with very little movement or design. ^ the dining-room table 

Also, they used lots of small contameis .j a profusion of. roses, .lb 

rather than one big one, although the Na- . ^ 70 roses would be deeded, 

tional Thist has supplied us with some rep w j ien Silvia visited, thedisplay 

special, brick-shaped contameis and some ** de up of silk flowers which, lovely 
^baskets for the long GaUety^ch hint a* the ***** of 
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Flowers for a finishing touch. Right: 19th-century -style greenery at Waddesdon Manor Photograph: Wifi Walker 


That the British love gardens is well known 
the world over. What is less well docu- 
mented is our expertise in historic flower- 
arranging. And it was because of this that 
Silvia Vhsconi, a young lecturer from the 
Minoprio School of Horticulture in Italy, 
recently came over to England to tour some 
of our great houses and learn more on the 
subject 

“In Italy we do not have this tradition,'’ 
she said, “but it is a feature which adds so 
much.” 

This is particularly the case with houses 
that are open to the public, where flowers 
dearly add life and atmosphere. Such 
detail is much appreciated by the National 
Thist, which hosted several of Silvia's 
country house visits. 

lb study 18th-century arranging Silvia 
went to Osterley Park House, just outside 
London. Here not only are flowers 
arranged in a Georgian style, but old- 
fashioned flower varieties are also grown 
in a walled garden behind the house. 
Lesley Orton, who heads the group of vol- 
unteer gardeners, explained that although 
only plants which would have been avail- 
able at the time are grown there, she does 
use some modem strains. “As I see it, we 
refer to the 18th century, to the spirit of 
the time, without being totally exact” 

The material is picked and stands in 
water overnight in the cool, flagged corri- 
dor to await the attention of Jean Grieve 
and her band of arrangers, also volunteers. 
The work is considerable, “We have done 
as many as 60 vases a week,” said Jean. The 
arrangements do evoke enthusiastic com- 
ments from the public, but, asked Silvia, 
are they truly authentic? 

“Not a great deal is really known about 
18th-century flower arranging, " said Jean. 
“We have some paintings, from which it 


bigger baskets for the Long uaneiy, — * on ]y hint at the impact or 

are as authentic as they think they can be. 

However, to some extent we are groping Me ^Jbi]e, gardeners’ records at Wad- 
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records of each room. The Red Book, oat- gjj a tacHed nth-century flower 

arranging at Hampton Court with one Of 
our most talented historic flower arrangers, 
Malcolm Eincheomb. 

“Seventeenth-century Dutch Bower. ; 
paintings give an idea of the plan ts to u se,” 
he said, as he began to place flowers m a : , 
container topped with wire netting. ‘Tulips • 
of course; but you do find a lot of artistic - 
licence, with flowers of different seasons 
appearing together.” ’-V 

He took one or two day lilies,. black-, 
hollyhocks, bergamot, wild sweet pea, 
solidago, verbascum, echinops, acanthus, -.; 
Rudbeckia nitida . campanula, valerian,' 
wild mallow, marjoram and sunflower, to- 
gether with a large rose, and composed a 
wonderful, loose, aiiy arrangement : . ; 

“The rose would have been a centifblia, 
damascena or rubigmosa,” he said, “but 

ours are finished, ro Tve had to nse a florist's •• 

ing from 1897, shows that the indoor hybrid tea". The colours were mixed; 

- .. . . . _ li. nml nnfh a thread nf 
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floral decoration was then made up largely 
of green plants: parlour palms, ivy, 
adian turns, aspidistras and mind-your- 
own-business. There were also ma gnifi cent 
table decorations. 

- Rosemary Griffin, the curator at Wad- 
desdon, explained that today it is impos- 
sible to replicate these arrangements. 
“We wouldn’t want to put flowers in 
Sfcvres vases. Also, it would be too costly. 
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In Baron Ferdinand’s day, plants were 5145. City & Guilds has a two-part flower- 
brought up for house parties and then re- arranging qualification with some historic 
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GAMES 


HNEFATAFL 

WILLIAM HARTSTON 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


BAWN O’BEIRNE RAN E LAG H 

DON'T JUNK IT -USE IT . 


Have you ever, while running a bath, been 
distracted - by a telephone rail, or someone 
at the door, for example - and forgotten to 
turn off the taps, and flooded your 
bathroom and only known about it when 
the furious people who live in the flat below 
came up to scream about the water dripping 
through their ceiling, and they’ve sued you 
for the cost of replastering and redecorating 
the entire room? 

Well, that need never happen again, for 
you ran avoid such trauma for the cost of 
an abandoned plastic bottle and a piece of 
string - and you will be able to give any 
passing children a valuable lesson in 
Archimedes' principle, too. 

1 . Empty a plastic bottle and replace the 
cap securely. 

2. Tie a short piece of string around the 
neck of the bottle. You could also use a 
long piece of suing, but if you do, you will 


probably have to shorten it later. 

3. Tie the other end of the string to the 
ring on the bath plug. (Actually; you will do 
better to read 4 and 6 before proceeding 
with 3. Then you will know how much string 
to leave betweea plug and bottle.) 

4. Him on the taps and wait for the bath 
to fill. 

5. Answer the door, or have a good chat 
on the phone. 

6. As the level of water approaches the 
critical mark, the bottle will be pulled under 
by the string and, in its struggle to reach the 
surface again, will pull out the plug - as 
long as you have judged the length of string 
correctly. 

7. You can adjust the buoyancy of the 
bottle by adding some water inside if 
necessary. 

8. Phone your local water company to 
complain about all the water Lhey waste. 


A reader rang me this week to 
ask about HnefatafL Despite 
having frequently referred to 
this euphoniously named game, 
I have never in fact known the 
rules. The call prompted me 
into action, and a search on the 
Internet brought erudition. 

Hnefatafl (“King’s table”) 
has existed in many forms since 
about 400 AD, all played on 
square boards with an odd 
number of squares along each 
side. The games are all played 
by essentially the same rules: 
White starts with a king (or 
Hnefi) on the centre square or 
throne ( Kanaka ), surrounded 
by a number of his awn meo. 
Black’s men start on the edge of 
the board. The 9x9 version - 
known as Tablut - is shown 
above. All the pieces move like 
rooks in chess: any distance in a 
straight line, vertically err 
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John Bird, 50, founder and editor-in- 
chief of TheBig Issue' magazine. 
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horizontally. Only the king may 
occupy the throne. A man is 
raptured when two enemy 
pieces stand on each side of it 
on a rank or file. To capture the 
king, it must be surrounded on 
all four sides, or on three sides 
when the fourth is the throne. 
White wins if his king ran reach 
any square on the edge. Black 
wins by capturing the king. 

Good Hnefatafling! 


I think a lot of the people who have done 
interesting things often start believing their 
own propaganda. There are always a few 
people around who want to help you on to 
a pedestal, which is not particularly good if 
you’re, going to do anything useful, because 
the minute you’re up there, people will wait 
a decent period of time, say, six months to 
a year - and then try to remove you. 

So the idea of playing games and having 
fun - cracking jokes and being irreverent in 
meetings - has largely worked in my 
favour, because it stops people from 
considering me as a person of great 
gravitas. Games are about having fun and 
feeling very exalted, because I'm now in a 
position where people have to listen to my 
jokes. 

If you ever have the luxury of a summer 
holiday with enough time to sit down and 
read Socrates, you’ll find out how much fun 
he had and how many games he played. At 


The Big Issue ' is available at any good street 
comer for SOp. Oh well, here’s a pound; you 
can keep the change. Thank you very much; 
you’re a real gem 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


During the Tilburg 
tournament last month, Garry 
Kasparov disparagingly 
described the Latvian 
grandmaster Alexei Shirov - 
who is ranked among the top 
10 players in the world - as “a 
talented amateur”. Shirov is 
currently sharing first place in 
the Belgrade tournament with 
those consummate 
professionals Ivanchuk and 
Aaand, so perhaps Kasparov 
was »<ing the word “amateur' 1 
in its literal sense, to mean a 
true lover of the game. 

In the following encounter 
from Belgrade, Shirov 
displayed his love of tactics 
and complications, but found 
himse lf up against a man with 
s imil ar inclinations. 7-..b5 is 
Black's most violent reply to 
the Four Pawns’ Attack in the 
King’s Indian. Black gives up 
a pawn to deflect attention 
away from the centre. Lautier, 
however, was determined not 
to be distracted, and got bads 
on course with 15.Qel and 
16.e5, giving back the pawn to 
re gain the initiative. After 
that, the game went totally 
outofoontroL 

When Black played 
21...Kh8 (21...Kg7 looks 
better) he may have missed 
the idea of Nf7+, followed by 
NdS and Nc6. It is difficult to 
tell whether his 24. ..Qg8 was 
inspiration or oversight. The 
alternative was 24...RJ6 
25.0e4 with a difficult game 
for Black, but after the 
exchange of queens and a pafr 
of knights on d5 (see diagram) 
White’s 27.b6l W3S just the 
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sort of move to make Black 
regret ever playing 7...b5. 

The result was an endgame 
in which White was the 
exchange ahead, but his 
31-Rel+ looked wrong. At 
the end, 45. ..d2 leads to the 
drawn endgame of queen 
versus black pawn on c2- 


White: Joel Lautier 
Blade Alexei Shirov 



East-West game; dealer South 


North 
+ AJ94 
<PKJ52 

OK 7 6 4 

+ 2 


West 


East 

♦ K 10 862 


♦ Q75 

•2Q9 


V A 10 8 7 

OQJ2 


010 

+ 1098 

Sooth 

+3 

<7643 

0 A 98 5 3 
♦ A Q 74 

+KJ653 


1 d4 Nf6 
2o4gti 
3 Nc3 Bg7 
4e4 d6 
5 f4 0-0 
6NOc5 
7d5b5 

8 cxb5 a6 

9 a4axb5 


24 Nc6 Qg8 

25 Qxg8+ KxgS 

26 Nzd6 Nxd5 

27 b6 Nxb6 
28Nxe7+ Kf7 
29Nx£5gxff 

30 Bc3 Ke6 

31 Re! + Kd5 

32 g4 fxg4 


ACROSS 

1 Skin excrescence caused 


DOWN 


bv virus (4) 
Gemstone ( 


4 Gemstone (5) 

9 Unaccompanied (5) 

2 3 £gLm 

12 Daze (4) 

13 Successful in the garden 


10 Bxb5 Ba6 33f5Nd7 

11 Bd2Bxb5 34 Re7 Nffi 


12 axb5 Rxal 35 Kg2 h5 

13 Qxal Qb6 36 Kg3 Ne4+ 

14 0-0 Nbd7 37 Rxe4 Kxe4 

15 Qel Qb7 38f6Bxf6 
16e5Nxd5 J9Bxf6d5 
l7e6N7b6 40Kh4d4 

18 exf7+ Rxf741 Kxh5 KG 

19 Ng5 Bd4+ 42 Kg5 d3 

20 Khl RS 43 Bc3 c4 

21 Qe6+ KhS 44 Kf5 Ke3 

22 Nf7+ Kg7 45 Kxg4 

23 Nd8 Qa8 


17 Principal (4) 

18 Balloonist (8) 

21 Typical weather charac- 
teristics (7) 


22 Drink measure (5 1 
Ostentatious disnlc 


2 CoraJ reef (5) 

3 Crime against the state 
(7) 

4 Commercial (13) 

5 Land measurement (4) 

6 Vfoter (7) 

7 Adage (o) 

8 Religious song (4) • 

14 Building (7) 

15 Study of rocks (7) 

16 Separate (6) 

17 Rodents (4) 

19 Thespian (5) 

20 Nobleman (4) 


24 Measure of le; 


lispiay p 
ngth (4) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Dinners, 5 Tease (Dvnasties). S Untie. 9 Remount, 10 
Twiddle, 1 1 Adept, 12 Pagoda, 14 Circle. 17 Capon, 19 Calibre, 22 In- 
snect, 23 Balsa. 24 Heron. 25 Calorie. DOWN: 1 Doubt. 2 Netting, 
YF fw nri, 4Sgnea. 5 Timpanu 6 Abuse, 7 Entitle. 12 Peckish. 13 Dun- 
geon, 15 Cobbler, 16 Acetic, I S Fdscr. 20 Label. 2 1 Elate. 


“I suppose it's the new arithmetic," West remarked 
gloomily after this deal. “We had three winners and yet 
declarer came to 1 1 tricks without discarding any of his 
losers.". 

After two passes. North opened One Heart and South 
responded IWo Diamonds. West passed and, facing a 
passed partner, so did North. East considered reopening 
(which would not have been a success), but finally decided 
to let well alone. 

West led the 10 of clubs against TWo Diamonds and, 
looking at the full deaf, you can see that South would 
appear lu be due to lose two hearts and a trump. Now read 
on ... 

Declarer won with CQ and at trick two led a heart to 
the jack and ace. With no dear plan in mind. East returned 
a club and South saw his chance. He won, and played off 
two top trumps to reveal a sure loser. He was all set on a 
cross-ruff now, but alter the spade ace and a spade ruff, he 
look the wise precaution of cashing HK before West had a 
chance to discard his queen. 

Now everything went smoothly: trumping two more 
spades in hand and the remaining dubs on the table, be 
came to a total of 1 1 tricks for an excellent score. And 
what was trick 13V Why, West’s master trump and his 
partner’s heart winner were telescoped into just a single 
trick. 


iVLJi 


blues, yellows and pink with a thread of 
deep, wine red running through the 
arrangement — and when the inner con- 
tainer was placed in a blue-and-white 
china vase it was as if a Dutch flower paint- 
ing had come to life. 


Surf t 


For information about historical flower ar- 
ranging courses, call the National Association 
of Floner Arranging Societies, on 0171-828 
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turned to the greenhouses. Now we are content. Courses are widely available; call 
open to the public 31 weeks of the year, 01 71-294 2800 for details. 
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the end of the.day, people didn’t know 
whether he was the wisest man in pre- 
Christendom or a complete asshole. 

In the six years since I started The Big 
Issue , I’ve had a lot of people trying to say 
this must be a stroke of genius. I remember 
on one occasion I met a neighbour of mine 
who didn’t know me from Adam, but had 
seen a lot of television programmes about 
the magazine. I was walking down the road 
with a friend, and the neighbour said: “It’s 
absolutely wonderful what you’ve done, 
helping ail these people.” 

He was being really kind and nice and 
supportive, and he went on for a 
considerable period of time. After about 15 
minutes’ paeon, I turned to him and said: 
“Have you got any jump leads?" which I 
think was me at my best. 


■s :t 
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# the birds 


The Channel 4 programme Movers & Shakers broadcast ; 
on 10 November proves how difficult it is to make a 
sensible programme about backgammon lasting only ’ 
half-an-bour. For those who didn’t see it, the main 
theme was the aspiration of Mark Telcher -by his own 
admission a somewhat spoiled 17-year-old — to become 
a professional player. He has dropped out of the 
education system in order to pursue his dream. 

The programme did try to explain some of the basic 
concepts of the game, but non-players will probably, not 
have been significantly wiser after the event, while - - 
those who can play will have learnt nothing new. The 
programme covered Mark’s progress at one of the Biba 
tournaments and touched fleetingly on the professional “ 
side, but ignored the true professional game, played 
only in London’s private dubs. Chouettes for £250 per 
point are a veiy different proposition from a £5 game. 
They can seriously damage your health, oral the vety 
least your bank balance. A glimpse at one of these 
games would have been fascinating. ' 

What of Mark's aspirations? First he must realise 
that to reach the top aL bach^ammon, natural flajr is 
not enough. Hours of study and practice are required 
and proper coachi ng is necessary. From what I have 
seen of his play, his next significant step forward wfll'be 
when he learns how to learn. Secondly, only one of the 
world's top players got into the Top 10 in a couple of - - 
years, the rest took at least 10. This is because it *akes 
that long to store a sufficient base of reference 
positions, the key to winning backgammon. With the 
advent of computers that apprenticeship of 10 years - ' 
can probably be reduced, but Mark is still 
of five years away from being a top-fligbt player. - 

Finally, if he seriously wants to become a 
professional player he will have to emigrate to the US 
u 'TfJ 1 k possible to earn a living at the game. In 
the UK and Europe he would struggle to survive. Of ' 
course, he could take the route that many others have 
before him and become an options trader - nearly a»- 
much excitement, and a great deal more money ... , : 

Channel 4 are to be applauded for whettin g our • : ■ 
appetites with Mm-crs & Shakers, the first hackgaimnbjfii 
programme since their documentary on the World ' ’•/f 
Cnampionship in 1985. What is now needed is a series i- 
of programmes on the game in order for it to reach 
wider audience. Interested television producers pleasS ‘ 
apply here. r c 
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. On a roll: the rough and tumble of mountainboarding - ideal for snowboarders without the snow Photograph: Penny Kendall 


Surf the turf, to play chicken on a mountain 


It looks a bit like a skateboard, 
but with three wheels instead of 
four, and off-road tyres. It does 
have a brake, but that doesn't 
work in the wet. Eric Kendafl goes 
mou ntainboarding. 

With the rain sheeting down we beaded hill- 
wards. trailing our “mountainboards". un- 
sure what to expect lb judge from the knee- 
I and elbow-pads and helmets, it seemed 
f likely that we'd have a few tumbles. 

These “outback", or off-toad, mountain- 
boards are apparently ideal for snow- 
boarders without snow, or for surfers 
when the weather’s too cold for the beach. 
They obviously have something in common 
with skateboards, butmy limited memory 
of those things was that bumps were a prob- 
lem. A falling-off kind of a problem. 


However, mountainboards have been 
specifically designed for rough terrain, with 
big, chunky tyres, optional toe-straps and 
a low-slung board that hangs between the 
wheels rather than perching on top of them. 
Beyond that, nothing remarkable, apart 
from the three wheels. That makes sense 
when you see one roll into a turn, the front 
pair of wheels steering, the rear one trail- 
ing and the brake not working. 

The board is not too good in mud, and 
frankly, it wouldn't bring you to a white- 
knuckle halt even in a desert In any case, 
the chances of operating it with your foot 
in extremis, are slim. When things get bad 
it*s better to concentrate on trying to turn 
out of the fell line (the steepest route down). 
The alternative is to bail out cleanly - leap- 
ing dear and getting your legs going before 
fritting the ground, to minimise the chances 
of a body-slam into the hillside. Rail com- 
muters would be naturals - the run-off tech- 


nique is learnt the same way as when alight- 
ing at speed from a carriage: you do it fac- 
ing the wrong way only once. 

First impressions, that riding a moun- 
tain board is impossible, soon give way to 
the conviction that you've been given a duff 
board. The slightest weight adjustment tilts 
it to one side, which feels alarmingly un- 
stable but is in feet all part of the plan: you 
steer by tilting. Flip the board over, and all 
is revealed - a steering linkage that turns 
the front wheels, depending on which way 
and bow heavQy you weight the board. 

Hie first tentative rides, barely moving 
at all, feel Eke learning to juggle: either you 
can do it, or you can’t But wobbly progress 
and grins come amazingly fast: some gentle 
turns, control - almost - and growing con- 
fidence, egged on by enthusiastic advice: 
“Just aim to the left of the cowl" “Aim” may 
be putting it a bit strongly, but in no time 
at all you can vaguely steer the thing. 


Before any snowboarders get all cocky 
and head off to mountainboard from the 
top of HeJveDyn in high summer, the key 
difference between this and the snow ver- 
sion is that edging, to traverse a steep slope 
or to brake, is impossible, which makes 
dumping speed during a turn out of the 
question -you carve h or you wipe out Total 
commitment and total nerve take you 
through the fell line, accelerating as you go. 
The only way to learn is on a gentle slope, 
not more than about 5mph worth. If this 
doesn't sound much fun, bear in mind that 
this particular 5mph feels like SO. 

Higher speeds, more concentration 
and severely gritted teeth lead to fest, swerv- 
ing, linked turns. It happens so quickly, per- 
haps 8mph now, and the fester you go, the 
less you want to fell or leap off. Thisting 
the board to turn is a game of chicken - 
ail you want to do is stay upright, but then 
you’ll fly, ever fester, straight downhill. 


Which brings us to the final point: a 
smooth, obstacle-free run-out. Make sure 
there is one. 

What you need and where to get it 
Outback mountainboards from Cunning 
Stunts (01722 410588) in Salisbury, and 
Snow -f- Rock. Cunning Stents also hires 
out boards and protective equipment for 
half-days, full days and weekends, starting 
at £10 for the board for half a day and £5 
for protective equipment The company also 
gives impromptu free weekend tuition in 
the local hills, with all equipment provided, 
so you can try before you buy. 

Boards cost £299, pads for elbows, 
knees and wrists £13 per pair and a helmet 
around £40. Boards designed for similar 
purposes but with four wheels also exist. 
The three-wheeled variety is much easier 
to ride, apparently, so steer dear of any 
other type. 


Skateboarders and in-line skaters may 
already have appropriate protective equip- 
ment and skills, such as balance and co- 
ordination, but don’t let that put you off - 
it’s fun at any leveL Also fun, for onlookers, 
is the all-in-one waterproof “jelly-bean” 
worn by some of the best riders; it gives pro- 
tection from mud and worse. Beginners 
should wear the oldest and toughest dothes 
they possess. 

Access 

Mountain boarding is a new sport, so you 
make your own rules, riding where you can 
until someone stops you. Lots of common 
land, bridleways included, makes ideal ter- 
rain, though it remains to be seen whether 
enough boarders will ever amass to make 
access the kind of contentious issue it k For 
mountain bikers.. Though the tyres are 
knobbly, the lack of real brakes means that 
even soft ground doesn't cut up too badly. 


A man, 
a plan, a 
canal — all 
strictly for 
f the birds 


Early in the 17th 
century the medieval 
port of Titchfield, In 
Hampshire, fell 
victim to a passion 
for hunting. Now the 
birds that flourished 
after the death of 
the port have 
vanquished the 
hunters too. 

Corofine Office took 
advantage of a 
400-year-old disaster. 


There is only one problem 
with this lovely walk, which 
follows the line of an ancient, 
overgrown canal running 
beside a nature reserve, then 
leads along the beach for a 
while and returns through rich 
agricultural land. When you 
reach the sea, at Hill Head, 
you come across Titchfield 
Haven, with its wooden hides 
looking out on to lakes, marsh 
and reedbeds. Anyone 
remotely interested in midlife 
will decide to make a detour 
here, and as you walk on 
wooden duckboards above the 


TITCHFIELD 
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marsh, constantly stopping in 
the deep, reedy silence to look 
at birds, what began as a 
modest walk of seven miles 
easily extends to a whole day. 

Tile walk starts at the 
church of St Peter's in 
Titchfield, a village two miles 
from Fareham- Beyond the 
churchyard lie fields with 
expensive-looking horses in 
blanket coats. You cross a 
bridge over a narrow canal, 
then turn right and walk 
beside it all the way to the sea. 

The canal is the key to the 
beauty of this peaceful, shallow 
valley. In 1611 the Earl of 
Southampton built a dam 
across the estuary of the river 
Meon, in order to enlarge his 
hunting-reserve. This, as he 
intended, altered the ecology 
of a wide area. Tidal saltxnarsh 
became freshwater marsh, with 
lakes, reedbeds and mixed 
woods, a rich feeding-ground 
for snipe and ducks. Titchfield, 
which now lies a few miles 
inland, had been an important 
port, but it was sacrificed to 
hunting. The Earl may have 
thought that rffryinp a «anat 
would be enough to rejoin the 
town to the sea and preserve 
its value as a port, but the 
canal that was dug turned out 
to be too narrow and was 
never used. Too late -the port 
was starved of trade, and 
became a mere village. 

Fortunately, later owners 
of the hunting reserve took 
care of its wildlife, and since 
the Second World War, 
shooting has been 
banned and Hampshire 
County Council has 
managed the 308 acres 
as a nature reserve. 

V te Tlcfn g through these 
peaceful, fiat meadows, 
beside the little disused canal 
that chirps and buzzes with 
life, it is easy to imagine men 
floundering about here, 
blasting off with 
fowling-pieces and 
sending their 
sha p gv spaniels 
splashing off 
into file marsh. The 
place is so quiet, you 
can hear the soft splashes of 
dabchicks. On the left lies the 
nature reserve of Titchfield . 
Haven. The lakes where 
thousands of duds come to 
spend the winter are not 


visible from here, though you 
can hear the quacking; you 
can usually see a kestrel 
hovering over the long grass 
in search of voles. 

After about two miles the 
canal joins the river, and you 
climb a stile and walk on to the 
sea. The nature reserve and the 
village of Hill Head lie to the 
east, towards Gosport. It costs 
£2J0 to visit the reserve, where 
bird-watchers may wish to eat 
their picnic lunch in a hide (last 
time I was there, with my eight- 
year-old niece, a heron killed 
and ate a fully grown teal - a 
gruesome and unforgettable 
sight; we also heard, but did 
not see, the rare Cettfs 
warbler). For non-bird 
enthusiasts, there are pubs in 
Hill Head that serve food 

After lunch, it is time for a 
seaside stroIL Walk west along 
the beach, past Meonshore 
holiday cottages. This is a 
section of the Solent Why and 
in summer is a good place for 
a swim; it also offers a 
stupendous view of the Solent, 
the Isle of Wight, and ofl 
refineries looking surprisingly 
majestic in the distance. 

A large, white house with a 
brown roof stands a mile 
ahead oa the cliff top. After 
this, you turn inland and cross 
a wooden footbridge, then 
follow the line of fields under 
overhanging trees. The path 
leads to forms at Brownwieh 
(pronounced to rhyme with 
“Greenwich”); here a pretty 
old house with a brown-tiled 
roof lies at a dead end with no 
road to the sea. Tb the left is a 
pond, worth a detour in 
winter to see whether there 
are interesting ducks on it. 

The path runs parallel to 
the form lane for a while, then 
strikes diagonally across a 
large field, where ramblers 
have imposed their wfl] on the 
local agriculture. It must be 
colossaDy inconvenient for the 
farmer to have people 
tramping through his 
cabbages, but the casual visitor 
should just enjoy the ramblers' 
victory. Make for Great 
Posbrooke, the red roofs in the 
distance. AD this land was 
purchased by Hampshire 
County Council in the Sixties, 
and is managed sensitively to 
preserve a habitat for wildlife. 
As a result, there are more 


m 


birds in the fields than yon 
would see in an intensively 
managed farm. 

After the path ends at a 
Thnnac trade you turn right, 
then left into a lane, where a 
little farther on a stile leads 
right into a grassy field. Walk 
diagonally across this, and you 
find yourself in the outskirts of 
Titchfield. Making northwards 
through new housing estates 
soon brings you back to South 
Street in the centre of the 
town, where you walk beneath 
the overhanging upper storeys 
of medieval merchants’ houses 
- the only trace of the rich port 
that died during the 17th 
century - and bads to the 
church where the walk began. 

Titchfield is 2 miles west of 
Fare ham on A27. Ordnance 
Survey Landranger map 196. 


Directions 

• Start at the church of St 
Peter’s, off the main square of 
Titchfield. 

• Walk down the path to the 
right of Uje churchyard, cross a 
wooden bridge, and turn right 

• Follow the disused canal 
for two miles, until a river 
crosses it 

• Climb the stile on the left 
and walk across the meadow 
to the sea (the entrance to the 
wildlife sanctuary of Titchfield 
Haven lies 500 yards to the 
left). Also on the left is the 
village of Hill Head, with pubs 
for lunch. 

• Cross the road to the sea 
and resume the walk along the 
beach to the right, one mile, 
past Meonshore Cottages. 

• TUrn inland after the large 
bouse on the cliff, and cross 
the wooden footbridge to the 


left Follow the path along the 
line of the fields, crossing two 
more bridges. 

• At the farm lane, turn right 
then left, and follow a 
concrete track. 

• After the farm buildings, 
take the path running along 
the field, parallel with the 
right hand side of the lane. Go 
Straight on until you see a 
footpath sign on the right and 
climb the stile into a field. 

• Cross the field, then turn 
left through more farmland 
until you reach the track. Turn 
right, then left at the lane. 

• After a sign to Great 
Posbrooke, climb a stile on 
the right and walk diagonally 
across the field. 

• You’re now in Titchfield. 
Go north, via South Street, 
until you arrive back at St 
Peter's church. 


RECYCLED 

Where John Lewis met John Hurt 


Cavendish Square seems, calmer than oLher 
London squares - slightly old-fashioned, 
less hurly-burly, even cleaner than others; 
almost a film set vision of London as it is 
supposed to be. So it’s the right place to 
come across John Hurt, that most versatile, 
most gentlemanly, most British of actors. 

Even in London, preferring my bike at 
every opportunity, I find it pretty impossible 
to live without a car. On a bike you can't 
lake home a new ironing-board or a case of 
wine, so you need somewhere where you 
can park conveniently. What’s more, if you 
live in central London, you quickly discover 
that the principal occupant of Cavendish 
Square, John Lewis, is essential to daily life 

- the ultimate household store where you 
can get just about anything. 

I can’t explain why, and now Pve 
probably tempted fete too far, but in 20 
years I’ve always been able to find a space 
in the Cavendish Square car park, and been 
out of my car and inside John Lewis within 
a couple of minutes. It should be busy, a 
traffic blade spot but somehow it seems to 
have a serenity, a convenience, a quiet 
Britshness not found elsewhere. Is this, was 
this, a secret? Have 1 given it away? 

It’s strange, the synchronirity bike rides 
seem to provoke. What an appropriate 
meeting in an appropriate place. Is not 
John Hurt the John Lewis of British actors 

- quality, value, variety, dependability, 
never knowingly undersold? Is not 
Cavendish Square the perfect location: not 



flashy or vulgar, but restrained and 
traditional, with a modern edge? 

I was riding past the car park entrance, 
towards the post box in the south-east 
corner of the square, intent on posting my 
collection of invoices and basin ess letters. I 
let the clickety-dick of my gears slew me 
gently to a halt and there be was, moving 
swiffly, urgently, purposefully in that 
familiar, slightly bunched, ferret-like 
manner. We neatly and simultaneously co- 
ordinated our postings and he was gone, 
leaving me for once, the cyclist, stranded 
and hesitating. 

He has a gentleness in everything that he 
does. Somehow, he fells between those two 
types of actor: one that is always himself 
whatever the role, the other that changes 
appearance and character completely. His 
personality does not shine out, but be has 
an aura of steadiness; he’s not a blank 
canvas but a solid foundation. There is that 
essential Britishn e ss, some sort of integrity, 
even when be plays the most sleazy, 
villainous role. He can provide almost any 
role. He can be almost all things: to all men: 
the repulsive Elephant Man, the creepiest, 
nastiest baddie; the most sincere, caring 
and profound hero. 

A reassuring place, Cavendish Square, a 
place to convince you there will always be 
an England, that there will always be a 
Sunday afternoon movie starring John Hurt 
and tea on china plates from John Lewis. 

Peter Reynolds 


vm 
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ASCOT 


12-45 Zaralaska 
1-20 AARDWOLF (nap) 
1 -55 Tbm Tailor (nb) 


HYPERION 
230 Or Royal 
3.05 Boardroom Shuffle 
3.40 Name Of Our Father 
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aw 
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HAFfegnld 


®P®*£fc Chase course -Good (Good to Soft to placed); HunSe courae - Soft. 

• WfifiWteirf reuse adh tostng W*>® *tah. 
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Grandstand & Paddock £V; Star ffng £5. CAfl PARK: Nofc l2&3t4,[ematodarfrM. 

• LEADMQ TRAINERS (FN&YEAR RECORD!: D Mcfcotaon w wtoneta tan 80 nmn 
(snceess nda 233%), N Handaram 13-51 (8%), N TtoMon-Oaviaa 882 (&9%L M Pipe c- 
51 (235S4n O Sbararood 1143(05%). •> GMard 11-89 (12ATU, 
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% FAVOURITES: 121-317 (332%). 
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hurdle (CLASS B) £7.000 3VO 2m 110yds ,DB ^ 1 
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War tan a tatad OB "MaatatMte 
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HOLLOWAYS GATE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5,000 added 2m 110yds Penally Value £3,501 


net «IM«HOT(COj(ifcCbirfftoalteB8SOfUfan]Glfa&vU1i0_fl 

00- BBVBOD paiJjtaJwnPtaetqJGStadsns 1 

BUZZARDS BBJLBUOT (P18M) ffi H Qata) R Snah 8 11 9 
SB HAMMOU (71) (HstfidJ Ljrded) SDoir4 71 6 
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Sitad fl»wa «Mi tta, arawsU gnaa af\ i 

WnerBLAD (FT?) ( a a u tawue) D Butta Tl 3 

A^ax'cM'^awtadaK atanhwaa rat cap 
n 50UND AnrGAL(n) (CO) (3 WandJ B Fklol AFeaartl ; 


_D J 


Fnaar tatand, 1 VI HadawayaeaaB, 1M WBd WaatWtat 29-1 Stay Ham *M adwra 
SOS: Strang Pnxnha 8 V 5 K Gate (3) Tie tor (0 HMtad) 8 ran 
-FORM GUIDE 

Simply Oaahfng. Nriualy unbaat^Oe as a tunMer two geaaov Bgoata 

wndta ovarlroa ta aaason and rnattoa dtan mappaaraneeMW^w^dwwww 

ibet- 
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S0U3MAN (R F QoQ J <5fkW 4 n 6- 


RDUMoody 
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Oattta ata aoaa & boine, quwmrf cap 
3BS AQUNfl!Api)(EintaHadaan) JBUoanOe 


wrens war anca m aesscr ano maoe a own ““ „.T.-Trir. 

ago with Na tmtadve dtadol aubwnat MwpRyk «*nvSanarBBWMHL ^Ona 
anply Oaahhrt fh« wina Mat aaaaon waa a ihrartngdi data d OH 
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GARDNER MERCHANT HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £15,000 added 3m 110yds 

UlftZ- COUXCW (3B2) (C) (BF) (M G 9 Ortot O Shmood t) ti Q 

PMandyatadaraendL leftwataatandeap 
Mm3 KrrRADOVE{t3JCTpBtaL^trig^stemj}RAha-tItJ0-_ 
ftafi! Ms and jeto# darmk 

mo COOL DAWN W(Cn| (DM Hon ItaD Hmtta HAM 9 HO 
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BEnwQ:^i Uoonti's Porta, 4-1 tat)** 11 -4 FMpua, 6-1 Bad Estate, 13-2 Sound Afpad, 
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i rain la In hb tawu; thoufifi a dract Ine ftraugh Cafcale lewes me advar^e 
wnn ur Royal. The rah abo Mgs Araond The Gale Wo cataiboa Ma run agwnM 
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o ftc l HURST PARK NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) £10,000 added 
AUO l 2m Penalty Vafire £6^08 
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t and bar eax aBoawnca (iwarw abe gad a handy 6b No gpeatahataa han 

tohurdhgandaup rti ed uta yi yw 


BETTBUri 


Em\ Cadogwi) Un H KriflU 8 Tl 3- 
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FORM GUIDE 

If having to cancife hw atone afl ratud seems a taf order, COUOON’a *xr rtwb are 
between 3*3 and t)b out ofthe hsrxficap end there la no reason why this cissoy pa- 
fanrwr jMoidd not grt this ttp. His first tour whs as a hurdtor were al owr two and a hSf 
rrdas, Three mSes, kt tact rney be more to Hs 6<h^ sa he Is prone to the odd bad rrie- 

take and the atowar pace wfl give t*n that Bfie bit odra tkne to gat Na eye h. CoUton 

has made a winning reappearance no lass than five teres, so the tact that he haarft bam 
out since fkalng Absalom's Lady too speedy owr two mta at Bwlor a year ago Ism 

necwraar9yahaniAeap.Glanioth8smadathemnrinaitx)utfiAardwofftethernamto- 

ly candkteto on this occasion. He stl held a al^t toad whan coming down with six to 
Junp at Sandown, laming Daodrw Horn a Adant tost al the three Hthen bMM Dar- 


seffonttwFtot Sard Appeal tin nauartheteas token wal tot 
- by winning at Hampton teal month, a race the decent-ciaas Pat handtoapper Real E»- 
tata was oddpon to wki thM contest, onty to hurdte IndHererSy and get outpaced on 
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Eattoe a lot more and ha should tews that run behind, than theft |u*t whet Sound Ap- 
peal c*d whan putting a stop lo Myatlr Dayte winning apree h impresatea style over the 
course and detance three weeks aga B eing tan an irttatonaMe yd M» should be 
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Mna and Mcked off with a win tan bad and Lettytek (second at Kerrpwn to Soud 
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bla u iata> Amltge and Myta Day Papua wasa doaeWh ha big field at New ma ri ar t on 
bis tetaat outhg and cetdd be a decant recruit tt eto cltarr. SOUND APPEAL 


898: Oh So Raky 9 If 3 P Hotoy W p Bwwin) 4 rwi 
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BOARDROOM SHUFFLE, tamer of a hW Rat race and ftw owr hudtei to torcied to 
keep No ubeaten record on Ha chaahg debut Whto this may be on the short akte, the 
eeahg ground ta hep and ha dtaed dess when wtarfrq at Chepstow h ftbruary. 

ChlaTa Song beet taka Kartoa at Kenpton tat time out and was concadhg 8b whan 

j Mandys Atanftw to a neck at Otaarbam. That taiare him itot as the whner 
, but It was sfl a good partot ma nca. Satoctlore BOARDROOM SKIFFLE 
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FIRST NATIONAL BANK GOLD CUP LIMITED 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS A) EAOfiOO added 
2m 3f 110yds 
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o A/ll UON GATE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £8,000 added 
3m Penalty Value £5,217 
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1.05 Storm Run 
1.35 Good Vibes 
2.10 Sounds Strang 


HYPERION 

245 River Dawn 
3.15 Tlie Carrot Man 
3.50 Last Edition 


HURDLE (CLASS C) £15,000 added 2m 110yd* 

Penalty value £10406 
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GOING: IHdmay A Hudte cotna - Good lo Sait; Qrmd Nattanfi course - Good. Good 
to Soft in 
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• Course is NE al Liverpool tn tan the M57 on the A5R Ahtree aidton (served by Uver- 
pool line Sfl agates coma ADAIISSKWfc OUeei Alotfwr stand O*; County stand £B CAR 
PARK: County E5: DMerveto baa 

• LEADING TRAINERS: D Mchotoon 14-63 (222%), N1tetetoo-Devtoa9-S3 (17%). KBal- 
ley 6-27 (222%) G Rfctwnta 6-3S (171%), J H Johnson 5-54 (206%), P Hobbs 3-30 (8%) 
.• LEAD MG JOCKEYS: N WRBamaon 1064 (85%) A Dobbin 8-28 (28lB%) G Bradley 
4-2B(M3%).R Johnson 3-«p67%).CIJawaltyn«t (143%), C Uauda 3-27 (tU%). 

• mVOURTTES: 61-C8 (%1%) 
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The Nsdonai fences give this race apodal appeal and JUITAHA staid go wal gjuon 
the knprassiva nature at hte brace of Ascot whs last spring. TTwra are two obvious poMa 
against hbn and they ara boih si^McanL Ha is 10b out at the hmdeap proper and M 
on Ns rerun b> action at Karrpton test month. 1b coteriar that every horse h this bar 
Young Hutaer is out ol the walgMs proper and the Qth-fenca Hampton taOwasun- 
chanctwistic. JuKaro limped beautituly most of the tkna whan wkmrig Ws novice chas- 
es; the second one a hereto^ at Ascot and he won h the style of a test-h^roYing chaser. 
He hae atamha to epam Yxiig Huadac tag won thto h C8E wB teat the beat of these 


Naiy Ms, uartetataaa quesredcap Mta eon bsb 


h hta bid to go one better ataftoteMig second to hto The Rad (tao mbs 7to wrong h 
o ran fifth 


-7 


1.05 


TOTE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£15,000 added 2m Penalty Value £10406 


BBCT 


2BQ3 BHAUBLH23W p59 (D) (Hannas Racing) Sta S Sfntfi 8 n T)_ 
Aipb.j^cw' ones ijefls.tocpadabawKjnlw cap 

/IMF SroniRLM (n(taRmytaha6Ptectab7114 

AMpupte/scpa arooM green atean» aAts cap 


-R GUest 


3 MU21 SDUWOHE p5) W »K h B but l a o c l j CBmclB5113- 


-TJMapbr 

— Gl 


H^afMs, Mtes Ok eta «tera an njal Ms stow and Mp 

500-8 KSPIEMWID (14) (D) (P C ftry) N Wthal 8 8 8 

Mix etaiarmntoop, quwmdav 


.CAteuda 


S 40 pa taSTHI NOVA (1^51) TO (B^BtahewBieedh^M Camacho 8 DC— RAiAnsoa 

Snarridgeag ansaWgaanandyBlixq iwaaiirf caP 

B lOW WNSFDRDWLpS)(nwiteyB8ftaiarahjp)lv»ama6eii E Husband 

/j^KMs. muon apaUes airfasnta 

7 F8251 HOCaetSHEL (15) (D)PEWhrtBley)M Meagher 5 D7 R Thornton (3) 

Woialbtaaawoe cros s dAwtes and ttndeta »ta cap 

8 0963 HAHLEOUW CHORUS (11) {Hariopin Sdtwsro Lid] lh»JPttman7 85 — RFmot 

Hta; jafoastaewa mddamntearidabnxnteoncap 

9 30P5-R TOreNDISTO(42)CC^LAtagar)DMoCW7«& VShowy 

RotoltaL ata sash andamta ouarterad cap 
B dfirlarorf 

BETTWG: 2-1 Slora Run, 4-1 Hstequla Chona, SF2 Stwraort, 7-1 BtabtebarTy, 8-1 Keep lie h 
Mad, HnMsta HB, 12-1 Wbatord HB, 14-1 Watar tare 33-1 Ttemawfiteo 
890: fto cotrespcnttog race 

FORM GUIDE 

AD the dmma h TuBymuny Tbffls rerree chase at Qtatterham tost Saturday concerned 
tta wirmer, Shetels, and STORM RUN, who was sM ki with 8 chance when faing at the 
second last tfc ksnpmg had bean good isiS he packed three out and he was s« con- 
assthg the toad with Shotas atari both horses suftemd hdependant fate at the naxL 
Storm Run wodd haw gone very dose The trta ben was ® ®*ndad two andaMI 
mta but Storm Run waa a Ftet-raco wrror bafaro Joining PaU MchoBS and probably 
retaha euffictont pace far this dtetance He waa havhg his first nm since Febnary (knwa 
raryl whan a*wiga renacatf haneSeap fan 31) at HerdonJ last month and Jumped arol 
Wider v A 13b. Ha a tost profaned to Stanmore, vrtw has the scope to make a chaser 
and has several wnnhg ratethwe hetedng tha^mpartareMig Alanta Stanmoro wa s 

also tactafl the wtendad 20 todonga at Cheltanham whan landing a rovtoerfhandrap 

(here 23 days eno and was <*ww n out to beat Rsfioo a short head He was flattered by 
the haH-tenqtti rrw^i when second to Green Green Desert si Tdunton (2mj me Wne bo- 

tare, but has more hiprora ma nth hkTvBrarbisbetTy lean exparl enesdandl^ ^alseto- 

ina but he has already run ten twnee thte season and It Is not maasoim bte « 
that one or two at these teas exposed rivals w» h*etemeWfBrttf» aslghta Xsop 
Me hi Mind, tated off h a hoi contact at Ch^atow l ast tkna , had prewoutey won on ta 
l! f in sn rl rha^vnn riiihur a> Bier - neeeflno ttw hte rv u n tl on of the stewards alter firastv 
m second to Cwwrra Boy. A bit disappointin g last term. Keep Me h tad toi aeM on 

tM day Hrolequb Chonie shaped raceiy on hslkst nm far Jenny ftman whan tad to 

Wtoe Khgha novices' hantica^lwlB ^ r| 


BETTING: 11-4 CtaPfa, 3-1 Good Vbem, 9-2 Easy Utowfing, 6-1 Ryfag Eagle, 13-2 Stor Hteket, 
9-1 GoUngo, 16-1 K&aM 

896: Tom Rode 6 H 0 N Mtomon 73 (J tawrd Jotnao^ 6 iwi 
FORM GUIDE 

CHAI-YOwonhere(mthafirst(tayofthto1b(turelBStseasarLcn4shBthroughon1tiabri- 
flta to beat KhgAttwIsian and Sa rmahan. Ha came Wo bat race h good farm -havhg 
beaten the H^dockspedefisl Saint Clal there the time bafare- and he gained win nun- 
bar three at Chettsnfiam n Deowibsc baatkigKlppanou’ and two othara ChaJ-Ybwas 
rested ata finishing second to Abenane at Kampton on Boalng Day. Ha came back to 
run a cracking race to the kisieriai Cup at Sandown and anted law landed in the toad 

but tor tobig two ouL Unseating Mek Ftagarald al the fcw Nj/it in Mr Percyto vatoatato 

GhaHenham hrsrfla tost Sunday was not the ideal start, but ha wws cau^it up ki tha metoa 
caaad by two falare. Ha deserves a change olluck. Good VBroa wi go chasing in due 
cause, but he was e decent novica dMpite a tendency to hang rt^rt. and hedW noth- 
fcig vwong in wkiwig al-out tan Alabang in a Wtottwby handtaap three weeks ega The 
grouid is slower, but he should cope Star Mariart looks vitoeratfe on Na Stratford de- 
teai by Qabdon Botievord two wiikigs aga but has snee won at YAuwidc. whie Easy 
listening • no good thing to contkm Ns Hereford (October) superiority twer Gohflngo 
(needod nee) an Ufa worse terms tor V lengths, but la me younger horse FTytogEs- 
gte terwiwst i ng. He was flattered by Ns second to Atous in the C^jtakiQtistalKemp- 
twi two seasons aga but has bean AgWy raced since and ho trotted up tan Beacon 
Us^tki a three-rumer hantlcap at Sandown 13 days ego Selection: CHAi-YO 


the hander) test year- Ha also ran fifth kiihapravioiw aeasoria Grand National -fln- 
tahlng on the heeta of Sir Peter Laly- who wastourth to Rough Quasi Micky Hammond 
has shown w«i Outset on tfie Rat and Campaign over hutas thM he can gat Btaoe- 


noty horse fit enourfi to wki and Sir Peter Laly shoiJd go wol, along with Court Melody, 
whose steytofl^ianelcBp farm 


i test season Included a kxx-length fifth to stabtemate BeF 

mant Kkig in be Scotlirii Grand Nstlonel at Aye Ha has had a pipeopen« 89 has Soutda 
Strong, who was found to be wrong whan ptad u> at tfterwlck h March after wkinkig 


three of hta five completed starts over toncea Samtaa ataya wei but w* needto^p 


better then ha aomstkneg does. 


Selection:. 


EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) 
(CLASS C) £5,000 added 2m 4f Penalty Vcdue £3,630 
1 J-1 NOBYIBn p4JTO(N»BJ9taDWtar5n5 Hi 


062 BTOSPRCr (m(ta*Hsnirt8s)HsSSnth61lO-. 


.R Guest 


AMD RNBIDAMI (W) (LptorriB BtoodsMC Brocks 5 tl 0_ 
083 SAHCHMIMGffi (l^pBrto)TEeaeitay5llO-. 


.RThcnroufJ) 


S S/063 LOTSCHBBtG EXPf£^(1G (A Opporton) DGandMuS t09— Sophklflfcbafl 
-Sdsdwad- 

BETTTItQ: 4-8 Noisy Mtaer, 5-1 Bresprey, 114 RteerDswn, 7-1 S«a (tanpasyw, 1M LotecMwig 
Eaprta 

1968 Lucia Forte 5 8 9 C ODwysr Tl-8 tor (K BMsy) 3 ran 


2.10 


CROWTHER HOMES BECHER HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS B) £40,000 added 3m 3f 


BBC1 




1 c I SEFTON AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
>1 91 D)£1(L000 added 2m 6f Penalty Value £6,746 


(Grand National course) Penalty Value £23,673 

SO/33- YOUNG HUSTLS1 (364) (CD) pF) [G HacEdwnJ N'tafcrvO&ies D 11 8 CAtoUCk 
IMMAjeaoartaaiielowtawacMMsannMsan/MranjiBfaw ap 

US&2 COURT HBDOY (8J (0) (McA CWunJ P tat* 9 V 0 TJItarphyB 

Atoue end ftaw dsmoRte nsue stenea jefcw cap 
6P232 S04MISSTTWNG 09m(taDtaTTDiY)MDf<dtan880..^RJolnaoa 
ftrApupfeoaaita Hooped taws, pupb cap 

56304 VAUANT WARRKW (t3) (P Setoo) M Hammond 9 D 0 JRKannsgh 

flad, yetow tat Hooped skews check ca> 

2P2-44 STORMTRACXBt (21) (BF) (Tkn D bvts) C flteden 8 D 0 GBrwta 

to* Me am&Mtreen emss bem. eta tares agdcqo 
F4QG- SIR PETBTLHY (399) {Join Doyta) M Hsnmond 8 8 0 Hr C Boner (3) V 


0P8OP PWKG«(1^0*sUwgrtRanbs)MFtenmonttC11 8 JlrCBonmrffi 

DC-2 THE CARROT HAN (M) (ta J Wrkiwrt^ P Wrk«orth 8 U 8 — IteOMcPMfl) 
F823- MTHMPVJNnY(18S)(BT)|GZita?Ptaofc811 8 MrJTbaardffl 


85248- AIYDALEY p04(BR(Mdwd WTO PMocnv BUS— 
t3P-0 MCHHOBiOR (TO(TVCl6art)ACsnol71l3. 


— lfc-RPIIeNMy{7) 
jkUArtuytoge 


23TP-8 FLAPJACXLAD(1 4)010 3haJw)NTwta»OwfaEBOO MrMRtowlp) 

56805 GLEH tBRAGE (Ifl (D) (J CoorrOej MCoon*»C04 taa M Coonbe (7) 

-7 (teetered - 

BETTING: 3-1 MM MpuBfi* 74 The Cwrol Nan, 4-1 Rapfack Lad, 114 M> B**m 194 Mf 
Driq, 6-1 PM* Gin, 20-1 Gten Mrage 
898 No conatpondngiaca 


..R Ferrara 


tetabta braces, arotaori spots on cto 

40-35 SAMS (20TOWtaUonPartwhrtPH±bs8*0 

OariittA yetovsaw ted store a 

0)63- CAHB8T KNK3HT P29) GAhael Gaed N TMsnvtonro 11 80 

ErnaMf proenax/ eta dtonto *ta cap 

3806- DAKYTOBOTpl7)|ta Parted NTtaxttores 12 80 R Thornton p) 

taw *ta epaulets, jtaw tares, btec* amfeta ata cap 

22T1-F JUU7WA TO(BF) (Roger Barby)MUfams8 80 4McNaa 

8M*. Dta and whte greased op 


[3^0 


NORTH WEST RACING CLUB NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
C) £5,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Vahie £3,388 

31202 LDACARDIC fllSA) (24) (BtnacrrtJJCWfl 11 3 .CUswa^n 


80-1 IMIf0aMJ(8|MTheKin^Mw4 0N(halsan4ll3- 


-RJotewan 


BHOWAVY F14)(AJHd)onMl)TCakMel58C TJIBuphy 

00546- BNA (185) P McCeni D McCan 5 8 C VStaSwy 

0332 USTEWTION fnMDBGfltortTStacK«8C GOteday 


&4P-P igMMIBCOLLP*IGS(1^g tai ro(riITOtaLW8terasPi1f80.. 
flteeLrode D/Mta to toad tam hoopadcap 

PW5U- GRff¥»6B<WCB3)WSSnfiW«tePStr980^ 

L&ablua. gey and Iglt Ok* hooped deo n s, pet op 


02 TRACEABnjTY(VJ)lAPBalw&D Jadoai)lAHarnmand4DD Mb C Bonner (3) 

CGM4V7 U> (FI 35) (Anton Ftawrahip! C W HUa 4 87 .Cl 

—7 1 


..GTbnrwy 


BETTING: 64 Nemod* 1M Lai EiBton. 7-2 TVacaeMtey, 4-1 LombanSc, 16-1 Band Ytavy; 26-1 
Btya, 30-1 Connin' Up 

1966. TpemwxSdO 6 8 12 A Dobbin *-1 (J h VffenrQ 8 ran 


CATTERICK 


2.05 


HYPERION 

Tabriz 1.30 Dlsslngton Times 2.05 
frig Edge 2J5 Bardaros 3.10 Tapatch 345 

TOwhidden 


Good (Good to Fktn in places). 
SSh»toaijraautoLlatk»gandshans.NotsuteblBlbrtfMlong- 

cSueetera2Shvta«fto« m AffOtt torfiigtori 

» - bus swvlw to couse ADMISSION: f^Ch; toJterwte^; 
urea S2S0 (under fis free Into al andesuras). CWi PARK: Ffa- 
vad area £2, remainder free 

LEADWG TRAINStS: Mrs M Raveiay C-71 (B9«L Mrs S Smtoi 

3 (143%). K Morgan 8^7 CW). JB^wtodMB^SteL 

LEADING JOCKEYS: T Read 8-72 (B9H B Storey MB ^%L 
teUnhan 7-40 (T7SHT Etey 631 (230%LPCa*erry 625(20%; 
FAVOURITES: 80-307 (328%). 

MKBtED FtRSTTHME: Spaadattva (131^ 


NORTHERN ECHO ‘RACING NORTH 
NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 
added 2m 

3Z25-3 FmupsaainE(ii)(qtaJBiwn6ii3JE(tasta» 
8042 SmanEQGE(14)TO(BF)TGastety5tf3— BStowy 

21-fSB SHVBUaO({M) (CO) Aks M Rewtey5 tl 3 J»W*w> 

3PGF SMOiaSK (1G TO (BF) J BeryS n 3 OPwta 

30033 TOMBWjntEf^TO JHJtfreon7il 3 PCtany 

RH01- LUCKY B&A (F225) (CO] SIWEssiwby4B5_.DBataf 
63080 POUnCALIMNDKTE(G)Rttech4 80.CKcCannack(7) 
-7dKtemf- 

BETDNGt 10-11 hmBmM, 3-1 SMog Eds*, 6-1 SraotenM, 6-lTO- 
»«f Mlax, 14-1 Lucky Be*. 16-1 Fryup SataBta, 33-1 PoBJcal Handaca 


2.35 


nn I GO ATH LAND MAIDEN HURDLE | qoht forget ctmts fi4**sKiaei5»3 

■ W 1 (CLASS F) £3,000 Allies & mares 2m 3f 6 ttas 


DARLINGTON & STOCKTON TIMES 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) S3JSOO 
added 3m if 110yds 

1-1231 ACAJOU B(FR) (12) GFkhartfcg DO POrtany 

(WH NOWAI (91) NAte»xr7 V 2 C IfcCarawc* (7) 


OJA . 2 GYMCRAKCVRANO {58) NOBntofw887^8torey 

3PXJ-1 BARDAROS(14) l*»LRwal886 NFMter 

6D68 CASHB0X(TOTCan984 NSalh 


0S-44P A*a(ASGBI(lB)M»SBattof*4l10ECMMhan{8V 

ff CAROLAGflfli(Ft54)NBjooft5BO JG tanW 

008 CffiMraj-(TONOwrbwtti4ii0 R ®Sf! 

P/P48 CBJ1C COMMA (II? W Fkwd 6 II 0 -TFtead 

CHANTHIY ROSE R Ekwia 511 0 BStaY 


IfinS Lacrfa (7) 


SOP80 0HJGHTF00Lff0)RtanB11 0 CtecCwraMp) 

P21-P4 FDIWBlGREYp3)JHJotiBOl51fO J' qrtwry 

60- fflLaNSTAH(203)CRakturaj411 D P^g^Y 

HAPPY GALE NMwn41tO. LffHart 


0303 SAUCVMJN (15)PHrit58a GI*P) 

-7(Mr«d- 

MHrun m/c io A rmhaKi*pm#£Sut*Htt8X ttb_ 
BETTWft 7-2 Aca|<M B, « Swtoy tai,M Don! Forgri Curtte, 5-1 ta 
' — 114 Noawrt. 6-1 Gytncrafc Cyrano, 8-1 Cashbn 


60 HUTCHIEB LADY W Rttotar 511 0.— Dtetar 

042-B JESSICAOtt CH)ttsUFtetay61fO Ptain 

B330U6 MEAD0WLS2KO8 WTSuig B 11 0 
7(F4« 


3.10 


BTkytorW 


NATIVE SONG (r4iGYtagay*hO- — Mrion ay 

FWP4F PQUnCALDIAI*OWP8-lOiito8TlO-OThonigi(7) 


03- TMRC (23G) Ptetton 4tl0 


- 15 (teetered - 

BETTMG:46 Jiariea Cta 74 tab, 8-1 l^lFot w Grey, 

»-1 NeBrnSen^lS-t AafateG«n,25-1 G8renStes33-1 CheulByRoaa, 
50-1 othare 


DICK BREWITT MEMORIAL CHAL- 
LENGE CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS q £4^00 added 2m 3f 

34M2 GOLDEN HBIO (14) (BF) T BaWby 6 B Q S Storey 

«14-1 CHAD«»iaCSGnta3l(2Z)Wrntoo911 d^-DPWMer 

1-1234 WATCH OBTOMWEanrbyBUfl PQabWty B 

13-313 MAtaEMAN (22) MM 7 11 5 DBitay 

30P-1 CORSrONJOKER(l2)Llungo71ia -ASapptt 


F8B3P SPimG LOADED fl^|FJMtn6 83 NlyaoP) 


BETTING: 7-4 Co re tn a JelnK 6-1 ChadiritaOfaBaAS-1I I | i M rt >.OoM- 
■n HaAo. 1M tta 14-1 ^riog LowteC 


BROMPTON CLAIMING HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,500 added 3YO 2m 

M-Minunnnainwasm 11 


I 

, 0JSS«GTONT»K(1^TOWta<«>^nB_— __ 

iwimaWDCKTFTi'w storey Tl 0 -RMcGwthm 

TOiaeou^cHAitaRCiWI s ftxfta n o_Ntapte 
wtiswp wmiMf" 0 — 

CARN Ml (FZ3) D tolWlO Tl » ?™Y 


CAHN mi (KCfl uwww.1 * 

1 SPKMAnvEfT) W Storey «n—- 

1 THfflftl MBgtgfTO 0 ** 0 ^ 08 DJMfltt ^ 

. 11 didnod ■ 

, 10-1 Or WoodriW. KiE! 

gpaatailHB. 16-1 Lb Pwdoraa, CMm Dta *0-1 1HealM»- 


rt WOOD HOUSE NOVICE HANDICAP 
' HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^50 added 2m 
42/30- 8ALLE3WKDOB4 (283) RRtwy511 8 


3.45 


OHLI r TWTWMm — j - - 

50010 ONYDUHCtanGTOWJHJnteamAMDSgtarffl 
0803- PH«IUM.UOHr(PTOJJant4*«CII(ComtaP) 
0510 PBnHEFFKMIOW (T7) J 8ary 5 O C -^.-.O PS Cm 

4448F BAASM (IS J Norton 410 G -EOtahW'P) 

HH2F WPBtRANCEIBtBf n8TOF>6»l4V687J»<taaBy 

P0/5- HIBUCWAY(3TOMawJ*ltan781-; 

B OOF** 0HTHE0FFCHA«CE(7)Rtata581-_GtaW 
9 060U41 MYSHBMWJOAH (15) J H Jrfn« n680 - M «Momy 

tl Iff- HAUYWSSANffl-ff31GNPS«* 4100 "•W 1 * 

— IDdKtand - 

MnumTOgN: 10sLtobm*&'a&&fyS t * ,Mlt)a,,t * 13K! ‘ & 

33-1 othare . . 


MARKET RASEN 


2.25 


CLUGSTON HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £6^00 added 2m If 110yds 


HYPERION 

12-50 River Bay 1.25 Mega Tld 1^5 No Gim- 
micks 2.25 Know-No-No 3.00 Rat Tbp 3.35 
Swynford Pride 


1 Q4U5- WTBUTHp88){CO) SGtagsflCO Wllnton 

3 t8in KNOWNO-NO pi) TO NHannOTlBBO RGvrtBy 

3 1PS0F ARfUXX(9)idSOMRtoy880 

4 \PM> THEUNSTER (18 R Champion 8 80 GHogwiP) 

-« * 


Gotofftade course -Good to Soft, Good places n back strait 
Chase couse - Soft Good » Soft in back etasfiL 

• FSght-hand, sharp, undultetog chart fton-n of me futong. 

• Cotta is E M Brin on AB31 tatot fteiwt sadon ILiTCcki - Grims- 
by ifTO to ADMISSION’ Ctob »40; fttfersafe 0350 (DAPS Ju- 
bUae dub merrtas hefi pnc<; SKer Hkig B (QAPS Jublse dub 
monbers half pnea) CAR PAMC Free. 

• LEADING TRAINSIS: MW M Revetoy 2348 (235%), M Pipe 
0-67 p24%). K Morgwi 14*16 (tL2%) J FltzGereid Q44(fi5%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Mven 20-HB (172%) A S StaBh 17-134. 
(QJ%1 R Ganttty 13-108 (B94. F Leahy 8-S3 (8t%) 

• FAVOWOTES: B9-377 (249%) 

BUNKBtS) F6TSTTWE: None 


MMwm wetfC Kht The handkap weights: Ur Rate 9st 11A), The Alto- 
tarfM4 to 

KtriNQ: 66 Knowtofto, M » Fudge, 1M In Thdh, 7-1 The Mo- 


3.00 


CLUGSTON NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m If 

42M-2 FLATTDP(13) MWEaderbySeO PUdgteyS) 

P30SF BASSENHAUYpqMaPS^f 7fT 7. WMnten 


12l50l 


EBF TATTERS ALLS NOVICE CHASE 


(CLASS D) £5400 mares 2m 4f 


1 04463 AflTEIiatOBff (W) R Jdrsoi 8 8 8 X Johnson 

2 OPQfF- CJWQtS QUEST (370) (D)Tat»rtigtori 78 tJ.JSuppte 

3 2GP3- BVBfair (ZfflTOTOBHKrtBNflWC EFsrTOfl 

4 IPAJ- SFHNORBJ} BHWE pi8) SGcdngsBiO® WMarston 

-adacterad- 

BEntNtta^nwrtaT-S Aida Hsraoka, HOwWWftaLW-l tota- 
fiaMHhyme 

CLUGSTON SELUNG H’CAP HURDLE 


43FS22- UP FOB BANSONE (332) MnAtaddonBII 1J Supple 

-43235 MOOBAKmfSqTOKttagaiStoQ Rtaw(3) 

6P42 SA W tOB EL LO (14) NTwaanDaviea8 8Ti^--TJMka 

SFUF FORTZBXMK TO Ms S Smtfi 78 8 GFByanW 

06334- DESPERATEDKYS p53) F Kirby 8 8 7 .WDwwi 

06P35- SELDOM BUT SEVS£ pflO)EBctt7 85-JCriteoban 
tim- WORKMOFOfVEANUTS pH) C 3(T«h 78 3 K Johnson 

540FG TUDOHFELIDW (11)J«hdB8 82 BMn 

F64E SNOWDON UUT (14 TO |Bf) PRWtebMr8«0 

— J AHcCaTOry 


1.25 


(CLASS G) £2^00 added 2m 3f 11 0yds 

-30540 HBTS1 GOLF DIAMOND (9) JRBsst4eoEMcGn (7) B 

00630 AFRICAN SUN (9) M Oepnon 4 11 8 W Wodhtogton 

<365 SONGFOHJBS (148)FJotal4117 D^ria 

3 0>V OAKBURV 08 TO MtetLSddsIS 11 5 -TSfdMO) 

0D5P IEGATD p) J PaJEn 5 to 7 JlMgwp) 

00P6 SMPER 00 F Mristfi 5 83 -.JQrihMwn 

00080 RNESPHTTONUnpatoStoO LCmrin(5) 

-7 (tee tere d - 

BETTW& 5-3 ONtary, 3-1 Atrieaa Sun.7-3 SalpK 8-1 Song For Jen, 
8-1 Hewr OoB Dtemond, 13-1 HagaTM, 14-1 Rim SpH 

re-gel CONSORT TRAVEL NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m 5f 110yds 


e 085-PP AISTFORNE 01) JAHxreBUO HHNatatone) 

-13 (teetered - 

Unman mi g h t KM Tree hardtop might Snowtan Uy Ost 11b, Just 
for Ate tot aa. 

BETTMG: 5-2 Sarnmoreln, 7-3 Ftet top, B-3 BasaentteBy 61 WorMog- 
Asrpaan u te , 7-t TtoterfWteK «M AtaebaMa; Snowdon Uy, ia-1 Fbn 
ZaddBan, 14-1 Up For Rwannw, 1H Sridom But Sevare, Dwpwtee 
Days, ZO-1 Just Far Ms 


3.35 


INSTITUTE OF DIRECTORS ‘NATION- 
AL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,300 added 2m If 110yds 


00 AUSSCB0B08taSGiefi5VQ GFRywffl 

1-1 LAHB70 p9)NChwK040« WHteaton 

1- POWTREYS (338) J Cute 5 82, Btatoo 


OOF STQNESBY (TOGMIAwaSto®.- 


.1208 BRUSH ME UP (U) P RMbbw5 88— J A McCarthy 

00- CMOOH (377) J MokeB 8 C TEtey 

BCFSJ DANDEHAN 08MssL9aa<efiG WMoatoa 

004P74 ERWCSTtSr{U)Oteenwn988 MBrareisn 

0 GB4BIAL HAVEN (8 M Soneteby 4 1) G R Gantry 

1.F WTT3THESWWG (58) Afes M JonBE 8 88 DBfnw 

Ob' IBfOOWHO (FOI)FKty6tia WOwb 

QCFD- NEANJ0N0TOJMB16 8 8 — Gary Lyons 

33- NOCfl—rn B48)JffaGanl05Btt-. F Leahy ffl 
6 WSTitatUfliS(z«S)NTiHtmto4Ba58e.TJwate 

HOOtTTSBOCXMSowetsty * 07 MHNaigian^ 

-11 declared - 

BETTB4G: H No GiMdcfca, rt-4 has Tba SMn» 74 Emtoa 9hta 
9-1 WMTOto Mb, 7-1 Dm Da Man, 6-1 ftoah Me lip, 14-1 Qnerel 
fteta 18-t GNteita 3S-I atom Who, MBwyon. SM Noddyv BoM 


5 3«j 03 SmNra»PnDEP8JHstwrten588 OO/rm 

fi OP- ARI1C MEADOW P38 AJsssopBB? BCSRord 

7 41228 W*AF{U8A)(7O}0F)KMorB»iS«7__Rtaeey{3) 

-7dedered- 

SEI77NG: 158 teredo, 64 S wyitew t Wds . T'J P aint n ey m, 112 Stonet- 
by, 6-1 Nteat, 14-1 Aosdi Bob, 26-1 Arte Needs* 


# The Welshpool trainer David Evans was fined 
£375 at Wolverhampton yesterday for declar- 
ing but failing to run Panther in two mas. Evans 
said: “There’s nothing I can do about it - fli 
just have to accept iL I would not have run the 
horse twice in the afternoon unless there had 
been a much bigger gap between the two races 
and I thought that Panther would have been 
balloted out of the handicap anyway." 
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1 ifcJft (> 


PT TMTFR.S' GiLLDi 


AINTREE 

jjBS: STORM RUN, sriU going 
weD when EaUtag two out m Taity- 
murry 1b£Ts race over 2mA id at 
^ii^it^nham last time, had. previ- 
ously trotted up by 1* lengths 
from Mazemo over 2m 3fat tfcre- 
foid and remains an ociting chas- 
ing prospect. Keep Me In Mind 
may pose most problems. 

□CO 

135: GOOD VIBES stayed on 
strongly to win over 2m at Wether- 
by on his reappearance and is 

fended to follow up. OmHfo looks 

the main danger. 

003 

2Jfh SOUNDS STRONG* who ran 

Strath Royal to a neck over 3m If 
on his reappearance ar W&herby, 
is a progress's sort and is preferred 
to conise-specxaHst Tbang Hes- 

tfer, who has plenty of ^ weight aod 

is not ge tting any younger. JuJtara 

may prove the biggest threat. 
ASCOT 

L20s Cooltoa hasdass andbaswon 
his seasonal debut lor the pas few 
years. But he has never been suc- 
cessful at farther than 2m 5f and 
may find 3m too far on testing 
ground- AARDWOLF fell on his 
Sandown reappearance, bur shows 


HYPERIONS 


TV TIPS 


his best form in the early part of 
the season. He can win despite be- 
ing 71b out of the handicap. Cbol 
Dam, usually amateur ridden, 

could show up weU with Andrew 
Thornton in the saddle. 

□CO - . 

UJ5: Papua ran in the Deroy m 
June, ffnichmg last of 13. How be 
takes to jumps is a guess. 
Monarch’s Pursuit has the best 
proven jumping form, but both his 
wins have been on a fast su rface. 
TOM TAILOR battled on douriy 
at Sandown two weeks ago. He 
showed bis best Flal form when the 
mud was flying. 

PCX) 

230: Simply Dashing was a top 

novice chaser last seasOT and rep- 
resents a stable in excellent form. 

He is beBeved to be best on a sotmd 

surface, however. JefWl arrives 
from Ireland with strong dafms, m- 
ci udlng a creditable fourth to 
Danoli at Leppardstown last year. 
But OR ROYAL should prove too 
strong for these rivals today- 


HRST NATIONAL BANK H’CAP CHASE - f O-YEAR-TALE 

1087 IB 88 W 81 82 939*98 98 


Fta of Bw ftwptrtaa: 
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6 a 
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WMnartpjaoabtbMMgfea 
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Startna-jirioa: 


TWtatawaMta 


1 0 3 

6-1 8-11 9-1 7-g 7-2 tl-2 

■no «a na ngtujtg 


1 


10-1 4-5 tl-8 


1U0 12D 105 


6 8 6 


Wkn&aage: 7 6 8 6 8 7 A 7 — Z_ 

Profit or toaa to £1 stake: Favourtta -£&0 Sacaod Ftowurti— +g250 
Pro c mt a ga at wtnnara ptaevd lat, told ortodjn tot recto 67% 


ItotagteM Mtowne Saffian Lord (BBQ 66 
Longort-pricad wintren Raymytette (884) 0-1 


Tbp Hainan: K Btay - Man OMag^ 

JBjtad-SWfittoUrtfffle^DeepBareaflcn [ttaq 


~top jockay: No )ockfly has woo th«a raca more than cnca in the peat 8 yams 


FIRST SHOW 


In the 130 at Ain tree, GnJdin- 
go is 12-1 with Coral - the Tbte 
go just 9-1. In the 230 at As- 
cot, fine Thyne is 9-1 with 
Coral and the Tbte - Lad- 
brokes go 7-1 - while WM Wfest 
Wind is 25-1 with William Hill 

- the Tote go 16-1. In the 
Japan Cup, Coral offer 12-1 
Caitano- Ladbrokes go just 6-1 

- while Astarabad is 10-2 with 
Ladbrokes - Coral go 7-1. 

- tan Davies : 


Tokyo 

Hares 

— 6.20 
Coal La 

**£ 

tauhM 

M 

2-1 

AkOrooM 

74 

♦■1 

BMAteQnMaw 

94 

94- 

PtaSdtote 

7-1 

M* 

A ntntnd 

7-1 

10-1 

Criten 

w 

SI 

BnwGnaro 

«-1 

144 

RomKsntor 

■B-1 

2M 

RaWIndi 

8-1 

20-1 

StoJreto 

20-1 

25-1 

Moos 

35-1 

S-1 

SnovEmtaaur 

SB-1 

90-1 

DM Forte* 

SM 

504 

taSataB 

334 

SOI 

| fediHvaoute»«Ba(i2pbaasl,23 | 


I Ain tree — IJ5 


Herts 

C H 

L 

T 

CtaHb 

54 54 

94 

52 

Good Hiss 

24 94 

52 

54 

Emlbteetan 

M 97. 

94 

4-1 

SteltaM 

M 6-1 

7-1 

6-1 

Mutate 

74 7-1 

6-1 

64 

GakBua 

12-1 8-1 

81 

■91 

KbaM 

10-1 104 

10-1 

81 

EKtia*atftosrteodtopbaat,t 
c-Oad H -Wton H L-UdsdeaT-Ws 


Ascot — 2J0 


Hon 

C H 

L 

T 

Orflo«L 

Si 

52 

1M 

^^^TfaPffrr t^i -r~ 

11-4 

114 

Mta 

in£ -s-i 

e-1 

-B2 

Mniteurnnftea 


•4 M ( 

fialtei’.? 

91 01 

7-i 

91 

Rarer Uteri 

91 104 

10-1 

01 

ftedtemaasrir. 

tf-1 04 

81 

191 

SteUrHom 

201 2>1 

224 

201 

I 

i 

201 S-1 

81 

81 

ftranterfr 

'39T 334 

6M- 

40-1 

Halts Satan 

50-1 50-1 

33-1 

401 


6tof7vwyaEkift» n(*h p itoHB l.2,3 : 
C -Qal H -UMvnM L -fedxtaT-lto 


Keep Me to I 
Msar now, 33-1 Tremendstc 


TOKYO - SUNDAY MORNING 


— onl JAPAN CUP (Group 1) £1,521,000 added 1m 4f 
‘^ u l Penalty Value £882,096 


-806 SOK JUSTICE 
-8223 SNOW 
-8121 PBjSWSK! (Lad 




MOtajbo389. 


H (tori 389- 


3toutt(G8)5B13_ 


5320 M0f6MsEH1ta»^LCt«ita(GS)48a- 
ROYM-TC4JCH (YOta) Y Bo 4 8 13 


4C3P4 ROYAL TOUCH (YOta) 
4488 90NY GtfOSVE (C Bj 
-3022 TSUKUBASYNFHOmV 
-6S50 ROSBI KAVAUBI (Sftxtsf 


JMJKtamS 
-JMU4 


-NSteteS 


(C Buckrigham & Tltfcm) G A Ftogarscr (Aos) 4 8 13 — £Dw6 

WHY (AHoswri UB048G YYbMta7 

8(StaaUteScnaaoySUaJif488. NUtmil 


YUo4 89. 


=!!*5C 


8-111 AIR GROOVE (Luk* Hsid Colldl 

■53143 OSCAR SCHBTOM(OfawlJtaNKPren»g»t « 588 — C Aa ii mn n IB 

8840P TAN FORTUNE (Ud FSn>6 Y'Uatai 4 BO YSMtall 

-14BI CAITANO (SWeMuvItanBSdUzIGB) 38 9 A State 12 

0-B8 BUBBLE GIM FELLOW Swdaitaahon Co LSI) KRItaa 480 ^.YOUit-13 
4*3A ASTARABAD (H H Aga «urj A Db Roye^Va W 3 B 9 GMontl4 


BETTING: 94 PtonteM, 3-1 AkGreova, 6-1 Btbbla Qua FaacNA 7-1 Oscar ScMndtatTD-1 Cat 

taw, 1Z-1 Actaretad, 1W Mona, 20-1 oHm 

096: Sag*** 4 8 O L Dettori 3-1 tft Stouta) dmn (M) 6 ran 


RACING RESULTS 


ASCOT 

IJXte 1. SUPREME CHARM (W Walsh) 
9-4 far. 2. Macmonfa 4-1 ; 3. Mayfln Mag- 
ic 0-1 1 0 ran. Nk. 14. (K Bato> Upper Laro- 
tooum). Wk CIO; ElflQ, CL7Q, C2SQ OF; 
E4£Q CSF: £857. Trio: gnaa 

1^5: 1. SYMBOL OF SUCCESS (Mr S 
arack) 4-1; 2. ABar Mov -OBfar. a Spring 
DauttoB-Z Snm. u, OsL (DVWam* Nsw- 
buni). fbla: E52D; £220, £MQ. OF: £43Q 
CSF: £83*. 

210: 1. BHACKB4HEATH pt WMaravO 

9- 1; Z- Oacytam 7-2 3. Dom BaBrano 

10- H fav. 8 ran. a (SSL (D Gnsssfi, Roberts- 
brldge). Tbtac EafiO: £1£G, £120. £i2H OF; 
£T73a CSF; £3583 

24to1.PRJDWELL(APMcCoy)M1ar, 
2 Ocean Hawk B-i ; 2 Moscow Express 
r.-g-«r»n- 33. (“ Rpb, W nang kjd ). Tbte: 
£190; £1Aa E27G OF: £670 CSF: E73Q 
210: 1. LEOTARD (N VtamsQn) 7-4 far 
2 Arctic Kkwran 4-1 ; z. Storm Atert 3-1 
6 ran. 2 1 (Mss VYWaros; Herefordl toto 
C2S0; Eiaa et9a of: tsaa ca=: syse. 

240: 1 . ELA AGAR MOU (A P McCoy) 
9-4; z. Prtncaful 2-1 tar. 2 \tet Auto 9-2 
* VA flj (0 L Moore, Brigteon). Tta 
£300; £170, SM6Q OF: £300 CSF: p bs* 

Jackpot COjBteaa 
Ptacepot EBBQ Quadpat E50G 
Ptaoa 6: £ 444. Ptaca & £281 


AINTREE 

V10: 1. SCOTTON GREEN m *o- 
Oa»ij 3-1 Jt ter, 2 China King *-i; i tap 
JU* 0 "*' to-tJran.3-1 jnavtaeStan 

Wm. A 17 (T Eastarby. Mraton). Tta 
E360; £200 E2S OF; EfifiQ CSF- £1177 

■yw p F Ogtanff ta 

nr.a. RMl Rate 11-6; 3. Pvcy BrteDNraJV 
W RaGarafa. Mation}. 
Tata: £170. OF: Eiau CSF: £201 

22tfc2PaiNYBmDGE(MAtanBrtffl 

7-1 , 2 Monyman 6-1 ; a. Barnuon Bo« 

9^ 9 ran. 74 b » HaNtetaeaSateMa 


A30: 1.' TROJAN HERO (A Cukiarte) 4-1; 

Iter; X Shaotain* 5-L 


2 Concur Arall 2-1 _ 

11 on. 8, 1'A. (Mre U FtewoteyL Tta CBAO; 
GSAU £133 £isa OF: £2320 CSF: £085, 


: £36430. Quadpat frfiHL 
Ptaea 8: E321£(L Ptaca S: G2B80B. 


: rasa ciaa men df: tam 

C438& Ttant £180.72. Trio: £46sa 

»- Slay MONEY (R Garrittyi 
10-Ti tar; 2 Rothari 8-1; 2 Skram9-ZB 
4, & (T Eoatarby, 

£Mft Eisa OF: SBBO ca=: 

■ *i”:1.60B.WBmoaMOUUHIPQau 

CSF: Elisa W: wo The Staa^ 

mV&SSKSS&C 

rttetejwt £7790 Quadpat £BSa 
Ptaca 6s C16J7. Ptaca 9: £840^ 
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RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


981 I 

ASCOT 

971 

AINTHEE 

972 

982_J 

OOTHUCK 

973 

983 1 

MARKET RASSV 

974 

984 I 

ALL COURSES RESULTS 9 

0891 261 970 I 
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The Tbte bet on the 20S at Atatraa: 2-1 
Storm Rm. 100-30 Herteqvi Chorus, 5-1 



Stanmara 7-1 Holdara H2 9-1 ftBmMEtam 

to tad. 10-1 Whsford H2 10-1 


f-i-! ir 


Pipe’s r 
flow ca 


f> aside R 


ohav ' 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

1280: 1. TME HAPPY FOX (L Newton) 
10-tI tor. 2 Saa-Oaer 54; 2 BqU Aite- 
toc rat 12-1 12 ran. Hd, 2 [B McMahon) 

■fete mo; Etta eiaa £aoa of: eiaa csr 

£286. Tbo: GBOa NR: SaMy Batatoix 
120: 1. NO GHOUSMG (LChamodO 
4-5 far; 2 Mutaaawwv 8-1; 2 Vtofette 
Sabo 20-t 9 ran. Hd&(P Hasten). TMk 

EiBo. cm £2aa E2 au dr can csp. oa 

Wo: £2612 

1S5: 1. QJTC HOPE (Daan MdfaCMm) 
8-1; 2 fAWo-Hany is-t; 3. Bar Brafgn 
12-1 12 ran. 4-1 tw Utira Bete. IV*. hd. (N 
Trida^ UNTO £PBQ;£2H £430 £26q ,0ft 
OOlSOi CSF: £11781 Wo: £35760 NR: Mu- 
ntofxtiGH. 

230: 1. PAS DE MEMOffiES P Bgg^ 
Evens fav; 2 Critical Air 3-1 ; 2 Sunmor 
Deaf tM. 12ran.< IVh (MlmMTO- Wte: 
£190; £M0 £MO £29Q OR £4X1 CSR 0(83 
Tricast £2592 Wo: EWSCL 

200: 1. CAUDfLLO (J Quinn) 8-1; 2 
Haathyseda Lady IB-1; 2 Be Warned 7-1 

M rwi 3-1 ta Mybotw f«hL ’A. * (Jta 

PButflatoL Tta £020; £ 390 £ 3«L giro. 
of: £xea csr egas a wcaat £89002 
Wo: £25250 NB: Panlher. ‘ 

230=1. OH BABE (D Btori *1:ZPV« 
AddMon 7-1; 2 TbapkwSH «-l 2-1 tar 
The Hobo (Hh). 13 ran. 22 (1 AtatwTO. 
Tta £360; £130. £330 £831 OF: £12tL 
CSR £3712 Wo: E255JD 

4X0:1.' MR FOflTYWBIKSfMbB Diana 
Jona8 5-1 ; 2 Lucky Bagoata a-1 ; 2 Mon- 
teerista 4-6 fav. 12 ran. ft hd g L EyreL 
Tta EBAffa £Mq £33Q £140 DR £3280. 
CSF: £S92l Tricast fiBSBft Trio: EMC. 
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Wes fat, he’s round, 
a new career he’s 
found, Mick Quinn 


Francis Lee sets the ball 
roBh « wh»*e Kevin Keegan 
and Alan Ball play a 
peripheral role and NiaJI 
Quinn and David Platt 
attempt to get into the 
action. Now Mick Channon 
passes it on to Mick Quinn, 
the latest footballer to take 
his involvement in racing 
beyond the betting shop. 

Mick Quinn told an owner on the 
telephone that the man from The In- 
dependent was with him. “Any ops?” 
was the query from down the line. 
“He sa ys don't put black polish on 
brown shoes,” trainer Quinn replied 
on my behalf. "And don’t wipe your 
backside with broken glass be cause 
it hurts.” This was going to be dif- 
ferent than talking to Major Dick 
Hern or Captain Ton Forster. 

Trainer Quinn still re mains a 
posting difficult to accept. Mick 
Quinn may have been granted a li- 
cence by the Jockey Club, but he has 
yet to have any runners (that will 
come in the next fortnight) and in 
most minds he is still implanted as 
one of the great renegade football 
strikers of the last IS years. 

When you think of Quinn, you 
think thick moustache and a glint- 
ing smile, the sort of face that ought 
to be under a sombrero. You think 
bon viveur, a man who used to ter- 
rorise defences by blowing into 
their faces and rendering them un- 
conscious with the alcoholic fumes 
from the night before. They said 



Quinn: 230 goals and a large 
reputation on and off the pitch 


Mick Quinn had a sixth sense for 
great accuracy in his playing days. He 
could find a party from any range. 

The statistics hardly underpin this 
ungenerous cliche. Quinn scored 230 
goals in 507 League appearances and 
was a player of considerable ability 
who found no marker more trou- 
blesome than his reputation. “A lot 
of top clubs probably steered dear 
of me because I did enjoy myself 
while I was playing,” he said. “Any 
manager 1 played under wfll tell you 
I trained as hard as anyone, but I 
liked to enjoy it at the same lime. 

“That doesn’t mean I was stupid 
and went swinging from chandeliers 
with just my underpants on, but I did 
go out and have a drink and a good 
tune. But I did get a name, especially 
as 1 was outspoken as welt, and that 
went against me while I was playing” 

Now Mick Quinn must convince 
a different theatre of sport that he 
is for real. The 35-year-old Liver- 
pudlian’s interest in the turf stretch- 
es back the requisite years. He was 
brought up near Mefwood, where the 
post code is Knowsley. as in the sa- 
fari park, but Quinn does not go there 
any more. He does not retain the 
fondest of memories as his car broke 
down in the monkey enclosure and 
the inmates defecated on his wind- 
screen before ripping off the wipers. 

Quinn prefers to recall his early 
interest in racing “Being brought up 
in Liverpool 1 always used to go and 
watch the Grand National through 
the fence at the side of the Melling 
Road," he said. “And I used to pick 
horses against my Dad's in an 1TV7 

A career in football hardly mili- 
tated against interests equine. “You 
had a lot of time on your hands,” he 
said. “So it was a combination of go- 
ing to the pub, the snooker hall, golf, 
in the bookies all day or going to the 
races.” Someone had to do it. 

Mick Quinn was a quality act on 
the football field and spread himself 
across many dubs. At Newcastle, he 
was-tbe-bearer of that mystical gar- { 
menLtheTyne shroud they call the ’ 
No £ 'skirt- The player himself most j : 
fondly remembers “the bunch of • 
mongrels" at Pompey, men such as 
Mick Kennedy, Vince Hilaire and 
Noel Blake, who was so rugged that 
one of his managers, Howard ' 
WBkinsoa, said “he even bad mus- 
cles in his spit". 

Also at Portsmouth was Mick 
Channon, who had already laid a 
bedrock for a racing career. When 



• • • 
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From boot room to tack room: ‘Mucking out and wiping a horse's arse twice a day is not too glamorous but it’s a genuine passion that I’ve got’ Photograph: David Ashdown 


Channon started training. Quinn 
sent him a horse. Land Sun, who be- 
came his first two-year-old winner. 
There have been 31 others since. 

Quinn became such a regular vis- 
itor to Channon's Kingsdown Stables 
in Lamboum that he was dose to be- 
ing a pest. The Scouser worked in 
the yard over the summer and, two 
years ago, when he returned from 
.Gfixae jwd J3AQK Salonika with ;■ 
football out of his system, he picked 
up a pitchfork on an official basis. 
“Mick started me off from scratch 
as a stable lad. I was up at six ev«y 
morning mucking out,” be said. 
“After a year of crash courses Td 
been a stable lad, travelled in the 
horse box to Hamilton for nine hours 
and stayed in the lads’ digs. Then 1 
was up to being his assistant, look- 


ing after horses while they were 
away, staying overnight, and enter- 
taining owners.” 

More officially, he has been on 
the Jockey Cub’s trainer training 
course at Newmarket and success- 
fully completed 

three modules 

of a formal pro- ny T} T/ 
gramme. He is • 0:1 .JtvIA 
now the- first... t 
graduate to be fcJDJVUJ 
granted a li- 
cence. After a 

decade and a 

half of having his pyjamas put on for 
him and tucked up in bed with a hot- 
water bottle. Quinn is now enjoying 
the fresh responsibility. He is the 
boss at the East Manton Stables at 
Sparsholh near Wantage, from 


where Mattie McCormack sent out 
the Royal Ascot winner Horage. 

These days he is out at 630am, 
a time when you could imagine him 
pasang his old self an the way in from 
the disco and kebab van. Those 

who still think 

of Quinn as a 

BY RICHARD 
EDMONDSON 'JS? “ « 

week. Rain- 

drops were 

bouncing off 
his Atlanta Braves baseball cap, his 
shoes were covered in the gallops 
porridge of straw and sludge. Mick 
Quinn was enjoying every moment 
of it “Getting up in the morning, 
mucking out and basically wiping a 


horse's arse twice a day is not too 
glamorous,” he said. “But it’s a gen- 
uine passion that I've got and that’s 
why 1 derided to give up football. 

“You couldn’t beat the idea of 
buying a yearling at the sales, edu- 
cating it and then seeing it ran, be- 
cause a piece of you goes out on to 
the racecourse with the horse. That’s • 
much more exciting than scoring a 
goal in front of 55,000 people.” 

None of this new career, though, 
will be supervised from the saddle. 
“I've attempted to ride but I haven't 
found one big enough yet really," 
Quinn said. “When they race shire 
borscs I’D have another go. 

“I remember Mien the Jockey 
Club asked Mick [Channon] if he 
could ride and he told them that he 
rode as much as Jeremy Tree [the ro- 


tund and now late trainer]. It's ego- 
tistical really, some of these train- 
ers on their big, white flashy hacks. 
You can’t concentrate on your string 
if you’re on a horse that’s jigging 
around. And you certainly won't find 
me being one of those flat cap and 
tweed trainers driving a Land Rover. 
I'm more comfortable in asbeO suit-” 
Quinn’s moustache has gone 
now, and be is an even more fleshy 
character than the man whom the 
terrace troubadois identified with so 
closely. You could compile an album 
from the chants: “you fat bastard”, 
“Sumo”, and the hit single “he’s fat, 
he’s round, he’s worth about a 
pound”. The next time Mick Quinn 
bears shouting from the stands he 
trusts it will be to signal his first win- 
ner in a new life. 


Pipe’s relentless 
flow can sweep 
aside Royal rivals 


Considering the National Hunt 
season appears to have only just 
started, there wfll be an aston- 
ishing milestone next week 
when Martin Pipe celebrates his 
1 00th winner of the campaign. 

Successes do not dull Pipe’s 
appetite and he now finds him- 
self with more than twice the 
number of winners of his near- 
est rival. David Nicholson, and 
almost double the money. Pond 
House is relatively sparsely 
represented today, though that 
should not prevent a sizeable 
payment returning from Ascot. 

'Or Royal, Pipe's Arkle 
Chase winner, represents the 
Somerset yard around The 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Or Royal 
(Ascot 2-30) 

NB: Flying Eagle 
(A mtree 135) 

Queen’s acres in the First Na- 
tional Bank Gold Cup, and the 
grey and fellow top-weight Sim- 
ply Dashing may have the prae 
between them. Slaves to the 

form book have already award- 
ed the contest to latter as 

he thrashed the Murphy's Gold 

Cup winner. Senor El Betrut- 

tL by 15 lengths last time. 

- The main protagonists also 
have a form line between them 
as they met over course and 

ranee a year ago. Again, th** 
ostensibly reason to back Sun- 

5wSS.SdS*.« 

has come in for support ^ 


him besL OR ROYAL (nap 
230) is now 31b better off with 
Simply Dashing and, as he goes 
well fresh, must be the selection. 

Co u I ton too performs bet- 
ter after a holiday, having won 
first time out for the last four 
years. The unkind have sug- 
gested he should have linked 
arms with the Scarecrow and 
Tin Man on the road to the 
Emerald City, such is his re- 
luctance for a battle, but Oliv- 
er Sherwood will not tolerate 
such nonsense about Coultnn 
(1.20), who can keep up the se- 
quence today as his four rivals 
are out of the handicap. 

Papua, a one-time Derby 
hope, pays for failure to justi- 
fy his potential by being asked 
to heave his tackle over the 
splinters of eight flights of a 
three-year-old hurdle. Sound 
Appeal (135), who surprised 
better fended rivals over course 
and distance, is preferred. 

Away from the cameras at 
Ascot there are other captivat- 
ing runners, notably Boardroom 
Shuffle, who makes his chasing 
debut in the Hurst Park Novices^ 
Chase. The opening novices’ 
hurdle contains course winners 
from a different sphere in Fu- 
jiyama Crest, Dettori’s seventh 
on the seven day, and Zarafes- 
ka, the vehicle for a Luca 

Gimani dieeky trick ai York be- 
fore bouncing back after a 
month’s ban to win the Bess- 
borough at the Royal meeting. 

At Amtree. there are op- 
portunities for Storm Ron 
(1.05) and Flying Eagle (next 

best 135), a very easy winner at 
Sandown last time, fo the Beefi- 
er Chase over those great walls 
of spruce, Sound Strong (HO) 

is preferred to Young Hustler, 
who is finding it difficult to jus- 
tify his name these days. 

- Richard Edmondson 



GREG 

WOOD 

THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 

J is for . . . 


Jackpot: Tote bet which re- 
quires punters to find the first 
six winners at a meeting, a for- 
midable (ask only slightly eased 
by the tactic of nominating two 
or more horses in any leg. The 
problem with this approach is 


that just two choices in each 
race - hardly a guarantee of 
success - leaves you with 64 
separate bets, but unlike the 
Placepou only one can be a 
winner. Even then, the divi- 
dend depends on how many 
other people got it right too, 
and could be nothing tike the 
life-changing return that such 
an achievement merits. The ex- 
ception is when the pool has 
gone unclaimed for days, and 
a hefty sum has been rolled 
over, but essentially the Jack- 
pot is no different from other 
small-stake, high-potential bets 
like accumulators or even the 
Lottery - rank bad value. 

Japan: Seen by some as a 
model for racing administration 
which Britain would do well to 
emulate; the “some” in ques- 
tion generally being those who 
would stand to become even 
richer as a result. In Japan, you 
can bet only with the Tbte, and 
all the profits stay in the sport, 
meaning that the minimum 
prize for a Flat race is a lip- 


smacking £25,000, and their 
stud farms can afford to hoover 
up the best stallion prospects 
fiom around the world. Best of 
all for those lucky enough to 
own a Japanese racehorse (they 
can actually expect to make a 
profit from their hobby), it is 
the punters who pick up the 
whole tab, for the simple rea- 
son that they have do choice but 
to do so. Quite why the rela- 
tively poor should subsidise 
the pastimes of the extremely 
rich, or why the introduction of 
such a system in Britain would 
be- in any way progressive, is 
anyone's guess. 

Jobe If the tipsters' adverts 
which infest the racing Tfetetext 
pages on Channel 4 and Sky 
are to believed, jobs - ie. bet- 
ting coups - are plotted at the 
rate of at least a dozen each 
day. This in turn implies that 
British raring is so hopelessly 
riddled with cheating that even 
The Queen is probably dipping 
thick wads of notes to her 
jockeys to stop her horses 


when they are not “wanted". In 
truth, the ads in question are 
aimed solely at the gullible and 
the desperate, and could be ig- 
nored by any sensible punter, 
were it not for the number that 
are shoved at you as you tty to 
find even the smallest snippet 
of news. Thankfully, as thou- 
sands have no doubt discov- 
ered, the BBC’s pages do not 
suffer from the same disease. 

Jockey Club: Fbrmed shortly 
before the rest of the dinosaurs 
died out, and until just five 
years ago, the last remaining de- 
fender of Jurassic values. Fol- 
lowing the transfer of power in 
racing to the British Horserac- 
ing Board in 1993, archaeolo- 
gists are still sifting through the 

layers of sediment at the Qub’s 
headquarters. Notable discov- 
eries unearthed include one for- 
mer Senior Steward whose last 
memory is of nipping in off the 
street to shelter Grom the Zep- 
pelins, and another still clutch- 
ing an ante-post slip for an 
also-ran in Gladateur’s Deity. 


These days, of course, Britain's 
punters can rest easy in the 
knowledge that the “jobs for the 
aristos” culture is no more, and 
the sport is in the hands of 
young, modern, forward-think- 
ing administrators. Like, er. 
Lord Rfekeham. 

Jockeys: Can be divided neat- 
ly into two categories: brave, 
skilful and professional, or 
short, thick arid Illegitimate, de- 
pending on the success of your 
latest beL Neither is exclusive, 
and some riders will flit gaily 
from one to the other and back 
again several times in the 
course of an afternoon. There 
is always more bile flying 
around for a losing jockey 
then there is praise for a win- 
ning one, since punters as- 
sume that a successful bet is 
down to exceptional prescience 
on their part (“it stood out a 
mile, steering job”), but in- 
stinctively drift the blame when 
their judgement turns out to be 
flawed. Good jockeys do make 
a huge difference though, the 


only problem being that com- 
paring riders is as subjective as 
weighing up their mounts. The 
most detached analysis is prob- 
ably that carried out each year 
by John Whitley {Racing Re- 
search, 014S4 710 979), which 
is based on computerised com- 
parisons of how horses perform 
when ridden by different jock- 
eys. Kieren Fallon's regular ap- 
pearance near the top of 
Whitley’s end-of-year Hat re- 
port was apparently a signifi- 
cant factor in his appointment 
as stable jockey to Lynda 
Ramsden. from where he swift- 
ly graduated to Henry Cecil 
and the championship. His 
latest study of jump jockeys, 
more to the point, indicates 
that Barry Fenton is a man to 
look out for this winter. 

Jolly, The: Slang expression for 
the favourite, which on aver- 
age proves accurate in barely 
one race in three. The re- 
maining 66 per cent of market 
leaders would be better de- 
scribed as The Miserable. 


Simply the best bet for First National 


Simply Dashing Beat subse- 
quent Murphy’s winner, Senor 
HI Betrutti, by 15 lengths on 
his reappearance. Although he . 
carries joint-top weight he 
has an outstanding chance. 

Or Royal: His connections 
were a little greedy to expect 
him to win the Catbcart Chase 
at Cheltenham just 48 hours 
after taking the Arkle. Mar- 
tin Pipe can be relied upon to 
have the horse fit but he was 
three lengths behind Simply 
Dashing at Ascot last season. 

Stalely Home: Winner of 30 
races last season, he is only 
small but has taken to fences 
tike a seasoned han dicapper. 
Should give a good account but 

on recent form has it all to da 


The former National Hunt jockey Steve 
Smith Ecdes (right) gives a runner- by 
runner analysis of today’s First National 
Bank Gold Cup Chase. 


Jeffelk The Irish raider is big 
and genuine and loves to bowl 
along in front There is a 
question mark over his fitness. 

Greenback: Ran in a handicap 
hurdle at Ascot last time but 
I am not convinced that a 
right-hand trad: suits him as 
he has a tendency to jump left 

Fine Tfryne: Guaranteed to be 
100 per cent after a winning 
seasonal debut at Stratford, 
beating Monks Soham by 
eight lengths. Could fight it 
out for one of the places. 


Around The Gale: The softer 
the ground the better, but his 
only winning form last year 
was at Bangor and this is Pre- 
miership stuff. 

Wfld West Wmd: Fourth in the 
Cat heart at the Cheltenham 
Festival, but reservations 
about his fitness as this is sure 
to be run at a cracking pace. 

Frazer Island: Made a win- 
ning reappearance at Chep- 
stow but cannot afford the 
same mistake that be made ar 
the second last in that event. 


Redeemyonrselfi Lightly raced 
and has obviously had training 
problems. I will be very sur- 
prised if he makes the frame. 

Monks Soham: Geoff Hub- 
bard loves having runners in 
big races and wins a few, too. 
Not this time, though. 


Conclusion: Fine Thyne and 
Frazer Island can give a good 
account of themselves off de- 
cent handicap marks, but I ex- 
pect class to tell. SIMPLY 
DASHING and Or Royal have 
it between them, but Tim 
Eastern’s raider from the 
North can again put the Pipe 
runner in his place, even 
though his beating of Senor El 
Betrutti may be flattering. 
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Boxing dresses up 


for knock-out night 
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Amateur boxing can seem to 
provide a healthier version of 
a sport whose professional 
face is too often tarnished by 
greed and cynical match-mak- 


ing. At the Hilton Hotel, Lon- 
don, on Monday this week 
England's team took on the 
United States and convinc- 
ingly defeated them 5-2. 

The occasion was a chance 
for devotees of die sport to en- 
joy high-class bouts in an at- 
mosphere of some refinement 
Outside the ring, formal dinner 
jackets were the order of the 
night; inside it the boxers 


shook hands with their oppo- 
nents before raising their fists. 

The highlight was the victo- 
ry of the England light-flyweight 
lan Napa over America’s Karoz 


Norman, which was achieved de- 
spite a two-point deduction for 
careless use of the head. Zim- 
babwe-born Napa, aged 19, box- 
es out of the Crown and Manor 
Qub in Islington and a bright fu- 
ture is predicted for him. 

The watching Chadie Magit 
who boxed at die 1976 Montre- 
al Olympics, said: “There’s a kit 
more to come out of Ian. I’ve seen 
so much of him that I think he’s 


going to go all the way. This wasn't 
his best night,yet he still beat the 
American No 1 comfortably. 

England's success was their 
first over the States since 1982 


and should give them great en 
couragement as they prepare 
for next year's European 
Championships and Com- 
monwealth Games. 

■ Copies of these photographs 
- and any others by the Inde- 
pendent’s sports photogra- 
phers David Ashdown, Peter 
Jay and Robert Hall am - can 
be ordered by telephoning 
0171-293-2534. . 
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Horse manure, peanuts, frying onions and flying Dutchmen — another night at Highbury 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

ON AN 
ENGLISH 
FOOTBALL 
MATCH 


Suddenly the T\ibe train was 
out of the tunnel and station 
signs saying “Arsenal” were 
glid ing past the windows. 

“Who have they got 
t °nigbl?’* a passenger enquired 
of a father and son in red and 
white colours. “Coventry in 
the Coca-Cola,” Dad said. 
“Nothing spectacular.” 

The long incline to the 
entrance became tfemre with 
supporters - surely they hadn't 
all been on that train? Must 

have been walking briskly 

towards their common goal. 

Outside, the night air was 
one part cigarette to two parts 
flying onion. Perhaps by way 
of concession to changing 
modern tastes - this, after all, 
was Highbury - the food bar 
outside the little lair that 
serves as the Arsenal sup- 


porters’ dub was offering spicy 
beanburgers alongside its 
more traditional material But 
the onions remained strictly 
non-PC. 

And people were shouting. 
All over the place. 

Either side of Gillespie 
Road, fanzine sellers attempt- 
ed to divert the course of those 
streaming towards the lights in 
the sky. 

“One nil down, two-one 
up" shouted the man cn the 
right. “November issue.” 

The chirpy lady on the oth- 
er side had a less comfortable 
form of words to deal with as 
die plied her wares through the 
evening. “Get your latest Up 
The Axse. Fifty pence worth of 
slagging off Spurs... Up The 
Arse. Your latest Up The 
Arse.” 


Every now and again she 
looked at her young female 
companion and started to gig- 
gle. Which was fatal really. 

A youth carrying chips cut 
across me, bawling out to his 
mate on the other side of the 
road: “It was a chicken bone!” 
“Was it really?" I thought. 
“Fancy that." 

Over the way from the 
burger bar, an old boy in a cap 
appeared to be having some 
kind of a fiL “Nuuurrr” he 
barked out. “Sted ee nuu- 
urrr.” 

His large hands were clasp- 
ing plump paper bags. Of... 
roasted peanuts. Of course. 
But Pd already passed him; and 
I didn’t want roasted peanuts 
anyway. 

By now the street was be- 
ginning to evidence the un- 


mistakable sign of police ac- 
tivity - archipelagos of horse 
manure which caused a large 
amount of sidestepping and a 
small amount of cursing. 

The floodlit glow was 
brighter and larger now above 
the roofs of the terraced hous- 
es which have gridlocked the 
Arsenal stadium into an ex- 
pansion-free zone. Marbled 
halls? Or shopping malls? Let 
the club directors agonise 
about that choice... 

The attentions of a group of 
men had been distracted by a 
smaller floodlight in one of the 
froot gardens illuminating a 
row of binders ranged along a 
brick wall. 

They stood beside each oth- 
er without speaking, lost in 
their own private worlds amid 
the plain wrappers. 


Not that I usually did that 
sort of thing myself, but I 
couldn’t resist checking what aJB 
the interest was about. 

It was as I thought- A mix- 
ture of standard fare - Arsenal 
v Chelsea, 1970-71 - and the 
more unusual: Charlton Ath- 
letic v Arsenal Les Gore Tes- 
timonial 

Not only were there pro- 
grammes for all tastes. T-shirts 
of varying degrees of rudeness 
were also being energetically 
espoused by a succession of 
vendors. 

Alongside the convention- 
al assertions - “Marc Over- 
mans - Flying Dutchman,” 
“Dennis Bergkamp - Living 
Legend” - there was a little 
number for the angrier Arse- 
nal fan involving Beavis and 
Burthead in red and white kit. 


proclaiming “To tt e nh a m Kiss 
My Ass." The supine figure of 
a white cockerel was pictured 
doing as he was bid. 

Near the corner with 
Avencll Road, somebody 
knocked over a sign with a 
bang. For a moment, conver- 
sations ceased as little surges 
of adrenalin pumped in a 
streetfull of veins. 

There had been trouble at 

this spot earlier in the year be- 
fore Arsenal’s friendly with 
Rangers ■— the visiting fans 
hadn’t taken kindly to being 
baited by an infiltrating north 
Londoner wearing a Celtic 
shirt. 

But this was a false alarm. 
An accident. And the onward 


Boyfriends striding ahead, 
girlfriends keeping up and do- 


ing the conversational work. 

Lads taking their last swigs of 
lager before passing through 
the turnstiles. Young boys in 
scarfs and hats, reading their 

programmes. 

You could hear the com- 
mentator's routine hysteria 
now as the big screen in the cor- 
ner showed goal highlights 
from earlier matches. The vis- 
iting fans were chanting some- 
thing indistinguishable but 
ahneet certainly insulting as the 

remorseless video show went 
on. 

Quarter of an hour until 
kick-off, and the imperishable 
question remained, for every- 
one present what was about to 
happen? 

An English football match 
on a damp autumn evening. 
Nothing spectacular. 



Doing the knowledge: Geet Sethi lines up another complex shot at the UK Billiards Championships in Preston. ‘Because of the intricacies involved, it takes much longer to master bilfiards than it does snooker/ he says Photograph: Peter Jay 


Attractions of the masse men cannot entice the masses 




For the followers of 
snooker's elder brother, 
billiards, the thrills are of 
a distinctly cerebral 
variety, but three-bail 
mind games, as Greg Wood 
discovers, are foiling 
miserably to win oyer 
those many converts to 
the pot black bonanza. - 


Geet Sethi has spent the first 
nine minutes of his UK Billiards 
Championship semi-final com- 
piling an apparently effortless 
break of 80, and is rapidly dos- 
ing in on a century. It is at this 
early stage that a dfl erom a pre- 
sents itself: at what point in a 
billiards break is one expected 
to applaud? Is.it 100, tike in 
snooker? Foss&iy, but then it all 
seems so easy. Five hundred, 
then? Tbn thousand? 

The shame of it for Sethi is 
tha t in the time it takes him to 
progress from 85 to three 


figures, you could hand out 
voting slips to the entire audi- 
ence, conduct a secret ballot and 
get the definitive answer from 
the returning officer with ai least 
a minute to spare. There are no 
more than 20 of them, in an are- 
na at Preston Guild Hall which 
will pads: in several hundred for 
the afternoon and evening ses- 
sions of the UK Snooker Cham- 
pionship later in the day. Some, 
no doubt, are fascinated by the 
play, but others would be daz- 
ing quietly in the local library’s 
reading room were it not fra: the 
free admission and comfy seats. 

Five minutes later the score 
is 147-0, which on the same 
table in a few hours’ time would 
make Sethi both rich and fa- 
mous. At 10.15 in the morning, 
the best he can hope for is the 
£4,000 which will be guaranteed 
if he reaches the final (the win- 
ner of the second most impor- 
tant event on the billiards rircuit 
win receive £7,500). As he and 
the other three semi-finalists try 
to concentrate on their play. 


assorted members of the Guild 
Hall staff plod in, out and 
around, preparing for the 
serious attraction of Doherty, 
Hendry, and 19 extra balls. 

Sixty years ago, it would 
have been the billiards that 
packed in the crowds. Players 
like Whiter lindrum took scor- 
ing to astonishing heights, us- 
ing not the three-point shots of 
potting or in-off the red, but the 
two-point cannon. Lindrum’s 
speciality was the nursery 
cannon, with the balls arranged 
within millimetres of each oth- 
er on a cushion. With gentle 
nudges, he would slowly move 
the balls around and around the 
table, until his opponents either 
surrendered or expired from 
boredom. The reaction of the 
audience was much the same. 

Eventually, the rules were 
changed to force players to vary 
their shots, but the damage had 
been done. By the late 1940s, 
fans of the green baize bad 
embraced the gaudier delights 

of snooker, casting aside its 


CANNONS AND BALLS: 

THE RULES OF BILLIARDS 

Boards is played with just tfree balls: one rad, and a sep- 
arate cue ball for each player. There are four basic scor- 
ing Shota Rotting the red scores three pdnta Sending your 
cue baB into a pocket off the red also scores three. An 
in-off from your opponents cue is worth two So too is 
a cannon - striking your cue bal against both the other 
balls. Ybu also score one for potting yoLs* opponents ctre 
ball, but it is not returned to the table afterwards, which 
win end a break fably abruptly. It is also considered to be 
very bad form. A pocketed red is re-spotted on the Wade 
spot, unless it has been pocketed three tines without any 
other scoring shots intervening, in which case it goes cn 
the blue spot No more than 75 consecutive cannons are 
permitted An in-off cue ban can be placed anywhere in 
the “D", but the player must then play up the table. 


more cerebral eider brother. 
Watch billiards for 20 minutes, 
and you will begin to fancy that 
you can understand why. 

The trick is to stick it out for 
another 10, which is as long as 
it takes to realise that billiards 
cannot be judged by the pot- 
bappy standards of snooker. 


Instinctive, machine-gun break- 
building is fine when you only 
have a cue ball to worty about, 
but billiards players face a more 
serious mental puzzle. “It's 
about the control of ell three 
balls, not just one,” Sethi says, 
“and it’s really a game of knowl- 
edge. You have to play with a 


Sportsmen struggle to stay afloat in anchor role 


You can see why television 
. companies do it - it’s the 
fymn ns-face principle, nothing 
more - but turning retired 
Sports people into presenters 

fias never been a good idea. It's 

lfte, say, a TV sports colum- 
nist taking up opera sagging, 
rfc’s just possible that a new 
Pavarotti might be uncovered; 

; £) but it’s highly unlikely. 

7: p>tfkH^ny is one thing —wh en 

tiie in-bouse experts are free to 

be themselves and give us the 

benefits of their accumulated 
insights and wisdom (stop that 

/derisive giggling at the teck). 


wntmoeufucai — - — 

tbefruits of their hard-won 
experience. 

• However, anchoring a pro- 
gramme is another matter ^en- 
Just as a footbati 
manager standi* own char- 
acter on team and dub, sothe 
presenter dictates the mood of 

SHrogramme. 

stated and ill at ease, the 
whole show will feel that way; 

- *-***“ZZ2Z 


>2f(I bet even D es 4[' 
rtfa hard at being Des 
o and as Escape to 

showed us for all tune, 

nen cannot act 

ie, sportsmen cannot act 


(with one recent God-given 
exception, riaturellemeni). 

We’ve probably got Ian St 
John to Wama In 1969 he took 
part in aSportsrught With Cole- 
man competition to find a 
new commentator for the 1970 
World Cup- St John and Idwal 
Robting could not be 
separated by the judges, and 
the casting vote was left to Alf 
Ramsey. 

Unsurprisingly, give Sir 
Alfs celebrated Caledonian 

antipathy he set the Welshman 

Robting to Mexico, but unde- 
terred. Saint forced his way on 

to the small screen and became 

a master exponent of the clas- 
sic “rm-reading-from-the- 

autocue-in-case-you-haven t- 

aoticed” monotone. He was, of 

course, hampered by being 
the straight man to another 
former footballer, thereby 
breaking the golden rule of 
showbiz: never work with kids, 
animals, or Jimmy Greaves. 

The likes of Bob Wilson 
followed oo, rrv making a*ig 
mistake when they poached 

him from the BBC and let him 



of his own. It was Sue Barker 
who broke the mould, thougfa- 
Her first efforts were all rab- 
bits and headlights, but some- 


CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


body obviously got hold of 
her early on and gave her 
some media training. 

Tbe secret is ample. All you 

have to do is forget proper pro- 
nunciation and break up your 
sentences with tots of arbitrary 

stresses and pauses, raffing 

your voice up and down for no 

apparent reason like a hover- 
craft in rough seas. 

Gary Lineker has a stab at 
ft, but has never quite managed 
to sound like anything other 
than someone reading a part 
from an am-dram audition, or 
an Arran-sweatered Open 
University presenter. 


Will Carting, enlisted by 
ITV to anchor their coverage of 
England v Australia last week- 
end, obviously cam e prepared, 
flaunting his pauses like an old 
pro (though he could have 
thrown a few stresses in too): 
“Good afternoon. And wel- 
come to Twickenham. Far the 
first. Of our big. Rugby in- 
ternationals. Here on ITV. 
There’s a new order in the 
game. faring a massive chal- 
lenge. And it all begins today. 
It's England. Against Australia.” 

He’d got his presenter’s 
facial expression worked out 
too, though only one unfoitu- 
‘ nately — rather wry, deliberately 
casual and only marginally 31 
at ease. He's got that slightly 
bland, slightly detached “this 
isn’t realty me, even if it is a nice 
little earner as I come to the 
end of my playing days” sort of 
took. But he’s OK. There’s no 
reason why he couldn’t be the 
new Lineker, though you can’t 
quite imagine him saying 
“twat” od They Think ft's AQ 
Over. You can imagine him 
thinking it, but not saying it. 

As for the rest of ITVs cov- 
erage* of the game, it was, tike 
Carting himself, perfectly ac- 
ceptable. After all it’s not as 
ifthey haven’t done this sort of 


thing before (as they reminded 
us with the World Cup “World 
in Unison” theme tune lifted 
from Holst’s The Planets ). 

The studio though, looked 
a mite claustrophobic, with 
Catting plonked in front of a big 
hank of screens that brought to 
mind David Bowie in The Man 
Who FdlTb Earth -“all of you! 
Get out of my mindr 

After the game they quickly 
got the England coach, dive 
Woodward, into the studio. 
I've never looked at him closely 
before, but his face is dearly a 
homage to the round in They 
Think It’s AH Over where they 
combine the faces of three dif- 
ferent people. His top bit s 
William Hague; the bottom is 
- what was his name? Oh yes, 
John Major; while the middle 
bit is Herr Rick the bespec- 
tacled Gestapo officer from 
’Alio, ’AUo. And while we’re cm 
the subject of passing resem- 
blances, Bob Dwyer, one of 
Carling’s guests, appears to be 
foeresuItCBfageDe^iiiceofRoy 
Strong and Yasser Hughes. 

Appropriate realty, except 
it was Carling who said “Gizza 
job. I couMcfo that" And I sup- 
pose he can... at least as well as 
Ian St John and no, you’re 
right, that isn’t saying much. 


soft touch, which takes a long 
time to develop, and because of 
the intricacies involved, it takes 
much longer to master billiards 
than it does snooker.” 

There are no Whirlwinds 
here. Mark Russell the best 
player in the world and all but 
unbeatable for the past five 
years, might just pass muster as 
a stiff breeze, but with 72 square 
feet of baize and just three balls, 
careful thought will still be 
essential in many situations. 
The best break so far this week 
is 466 by Roxton Chapman, a 
surprise winner against Russell 
in the other semi-final, which 
took a little over half an hour 
to compile. 

“In snooker, no one’s ever 
on the table for that long, so 
you’ve got to concentrate much 
more,” Chapman says. 141so, it's 
a timed game [matches last 
two hours}, so if somebody 
makes 400, it might mean that 
you can only just win which 
means there’s a lot of pressure 
and you don't get a second 


chance. In snooker, the balls are 
racked up and you start again, 
even if you’re 8-0 down." 

Chapman sympathises with 
tibie spectators, both those who 
come and those who do noL 
“It’s hard to appreciate the 
skill if you don’t really know the 
game,” he says, “that’s why it 
struggles to take off 

“You can be at the top of the 
table, with all three balls with- 
in an inch of each other, and 
play a very good shot, but the 
balls haven't moved anywhere 
and it doesn’t look like anything 
special. But in snooker you just 
keep potting and then re-rack, 
whereas in bOliards there are so 
many shots, like masses, which 
come into the game.” 

Sethi executed one perfect 
rnassfi, the outrageous, 180- 
degree smsrve which is played 
with the cue held almost verti- 
cally. But what, you wondered, 
was the point, since there were 
so few people there to see it? 

“It is somewhat demoralis- 
ing," be admitted later. “As a 


performer you tike to play in 
front of an audience, and it’s sad 
that there isn’t one in this coun- 
try. In India, there is a rich 
billiards tradition, and we get 
crowds of four or five hundred. 
But what can you do about it? 
The irony is that the better a 
player plays, the more monot- 
onous it gets to watch, and 
that’s sad.” 

India has hosted the World 
Billiards Championship for the 
past five years, bat there was no 
tournament this year after its 
sponsor - a tobacco firm - 
switched its money into tennis. 
The skill and efforts of Sethi, 
Chapman and the other keep- 
ers of the billiards flame deserve 
better. 

Tomorrow morning, you c an 
only hope, they wall at least get 
an audience. 

The final of the UK Billiards 
Championship takes place 
tomorrow between Ham and 
lpm at the Preston Guild HalL 
Admission is five. 


SPORT ON THE INTERNET 


The sport where Britain rules the lawns 


What sport was rovenLed in 
Ireland and held its first Open 
championship in Evesham in 
1867? Hie answer is croquet. 
The following year it was held 
at that other nearby sporting 
hot spot, Moreton-in-Marsh, 
before ending up at Wimble- 
don, where ft became part of 
the All-England Lawn Tfennis 
and Croquet Club. 

Britain may not dominate 
the sporting world in the way 
ft once did, but at croquet it 
is still the best. Last weekend 
in Bnabuiy, Western Aus- 
tralia, Robert Futibrd beat his 
fellow Briton, Steve Mufliner, 
3-1 to win his fourth Wodd 
title. 

The World Championship 
is a relative newcomer com- 
pared to the Open Champ- 
ionship and has onty been held 
since 1989. 

The official World croquet 
web site contains results of all 
the matches with the scores, 
which remain a complete mys- 
tery to me, and daily reports 
front Wendy Davidson, editor 
of Croquet Australia. “The 
audience were entertained by 
world-class croquet, both Fill- 
ford and Muilmer playing to 
a standard rarely seen in 


Australia,” she said In the 
fourth game of the final 
“again Muilmer muffed, miss- 
ing the roquet, and Fulford 
finisVii-ri the game.” 

With most newspapers ig- 
noring the event, the only 
way true croquet lovers could 
follow the championship was 
via the internet. The site con- 
tained profiles and photos of 
all the participants. 

If you think that you do not 
have to be fit to play croquet, 
then think a gain- The site 
contains notes on how bene- 
ficial croquet is as an exercise 

addresses’ 

World Croquet 
Championship Official Site: 
ftttpVMww.pGrtacrr coraau/ 

mean 

Croquet World Online 
Magazine: http^/www. 
witiiswehcontfcwo/ 
homehtml 

World Croquet Federation.* 

httpj'/wwwpersonal 

u-netcorn/~i»<ortdcroquet/ 

The Croquet Association: 
htfe-J/usera.ocaciJk/-- 
GroquBt/cahtmUitnii 
Croquet World Rankings: 

http://user& 09 La&ift/~ 

aoqu^MOridmkhlrnl 
UK Croquet Chiba 
Directory: 

htfe'J/wwwftech.nat/-- 

jahng/ukdub&htm 


and “some stretches and rolls 
to prepare your body for 
play”. 

There is the shoulder back- 
stretch and the finger stretch. 
For the latter one must “hold 
the mallet with both hands 
near the head Release the 
lower hand stretch fingers out 
and re-grasp above the other 
hand Repeat with alternative 
hands climbing up the shaft”. 
There are also shoulder rolls 
and the spinal roll-up, 

There is no let-up in the 
close season with players 
advised to continue the exer- 
cises to prevent any earfy sea- 
son stiffness. 

Croquet is one of the few 
sports where women com- 
pete as equals with men (the 
Open Championship has been 
won by three women in its 
history) and where age is no 
barrier. 

So go to your attics and 
garden sheds, search out those 
mouldy half-broken Jacques 
croquet sets, straighten those 
hoops, repaint those balls, 
repair those mallets and start 
knocking balls around the 
lawn to continue Britain’s 
world domination. 

- Edward Abekon 





the independent 
Saturday 

27 SEPTEMBER 1997 
22 ■ 


22/SPORT 


Punching Preacher reinvents 
himself to convert the fans 


| 




No heavyweight boxer in 
history has enjoyed such 
an extended career at 
such a high level as 
George Foreman. Gfyn 
Leach examines the 
appeal of an American 
legend, who returns to 
the ring tonight. 


Ibnight in Atlantic City, just 
weeks before his 49lh birthday, 
the amazing George Foreman 
will climb through the ropes far 
the 80th time as a professional 
fighter. There's life yet in a ca- 
reer that began in June 1969. 
How could it be otherwise for 
the man who, because he nev- 
er lost his world titles in the ring, 
is the last link to John L Sulli- 
van and the first recognised 
heavyweight championship fig ht 

in 1885? Unless Foreman is 
beaten, he will take the linear 
title that he won against 
Michael Moorer in May 1994 
into retirement with him. Mid- 
dle-aged he may be, but Fore- 
man re mains the man to beat 
Erstwhile contemporaries 
such as M uhamma d Ali, Ken 
Norton and Jerry Quarry today 
struggle with the basics of every- 
day life, apparently as a result 


of their time in boxing. But 
Foreman fights on, fending off 
the challenges of young lions 
such as 25-year-old S hann on 
Briggs, a 6ft 4m, 16'/; stone New 
Yorker, from the same 
Brownsville streets that pro- 
duced Mike Tyson and Riddick 
Bowe. Briggs, tonight's oppo- 
nent, is 29-1. Foreman was 28-0 
when Briggs was boro, 30 
months after the former twice 
champion turned pro. 

Arxepted wisdom has it that 
heavyweights peak later than 
other boxers, but Foreman is 
taking the notion to extremes. 
Never before has a ti gh ter com- 
peted for so long at such a high 
level. The lay preacher from , 
Texas has become an American 
institution. Foreman is George 
Burns in boxing gloves, the old- 
est man ever to win the heavy- 
weight title. In a country where 
an actor can become president. 
Foreman is a living legend. 

While currently without a 
world title, Foreman is bigger box 
office thnn both Lennox Lewis, 
the World Boxing Council cham- 
pion, and Evander Holyfield, his 
World Boxing Association and 
International Boxing Federa- 
tion counterpart. The 15,000- 
plus crowd drawn by HotyfieliTs 
April 1991 viooiy over Foreman 
remains an Atlantic Cuty record. 


Bat attendances for subsequent 
Holyfield fights in this east coast 
gambling ghetto have never ap- 
proached that high- Tb be there 
when Foreman fights is to be part 
of histoiy. A history that is still 
being written. 

With 68 knock-outs from his 
75 wins. Foreman would have to 
be given a puncher’s chance 
against even Lewis and Holy- 
field. Possibly more than that 
against the laded and current- 
ly unlicensed Tyson, who may yet 
face Fore man in what, truly, 
would be the richest fight of all 
time. Even before Tyson's de- 
termined descent into rape and 
cannibalism, the prospect of a 
meeting between the Brooklyn 
street thug and the Punching 
Preacher was sending market- 
ing men's brains into overload. 
Previous estimates had such a 
match grossing in excess of 
$200m (£ 1183m). In a sport like 
boxing, can it not happen? 

Foreman is a physical mar- 
vel His bald bead and bulging 
waistline belie an incredible 
natural athleticism and a fitness 
that the canny veteran con- 
stantly seeks to undermine with 
references to his apparently 
Presley-like eating binges. But 
Foreman is strong in mind as 
well as body. His shrewd ex- 
ploitation of both the current 


lack of heavyweight talent and 
the American national psyche 
demonstrates as much. 

lb acknowledge the genius of 
Foreman’s reinventing himself 
when he returned after a 10-year 
retirement in 1987, making a 
seamless transformation from 
mean machine to amiable 
grandad, is to doubt the innocent 
patriotism behind his waving of 
a miniature Stars and Stripes on 
the Olympic podium in 1 968, at 
a time when other Afro-Amer- 
ican gold medal winners were 
raising clenched, gloved fists. 

‘'George Foreman is a self- 
serving phoney, surty guy who un- 
fortunately has people snowed 
[fooled],” said Bob Mittieman, 
manager of the unbeaten heavy- 
weight contender, Hasim Rah- 
man. “But you never beard me 
say he wam’t smart-" 

Mittieman has right to feel 
aggrieved. Rahman was Fore- 
man's original opponent for this 
date, until Foreman, a cautious 
matchmaker,' decided Briggs 
might be an easier option. Cer- 
tainly a more marketable one. 

Briggs is better known as a 
celebrity than a fighter. Ex- 
tremely media-friendly; the 
bleach-blood dreadlocked New 
Yorker has dabbled in model- 
ling, acting and rap music - to 
the detriment of his boring ca- 
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Shannon Briggs (left) and George Foreman in promotion a l mode earlier this week 


Charles Rex Arbqgast/AP . 


reer, says his former trainer, 
Tfeddy Atlas. The pair parted 
company following. Briggs’s 
third-round loss to pazroQ WQ- 
son in March 1996, a fight in 
wtridb Bhjggs was exposed, as one 
who gives better than he takes. 

BmBriggsd&mstobeahap- 
pier man, more at peace with 
himself, now that a traumatic 
year, in which his mother, a 


TENNIS 


Pierce hits the heights against Hingis 


BASK ETBALL 


Mary Pierce came up with one 
of the greatest performances of 
her career during a nerve-rack- 
ing finish to beat the world No 
1 Martina Hingis in the quar- 
ter-finals of the Chase Cham- 
pionships in New York. 

The seventh seed from 
France, who had been over- 
whelmed by Hingis in the Aus- 
tralian Open final got off to a 
phenomenal start in Thurs- 
day’s match and held on for a 
6-3, 2-6, 7-5 victory over the 17- 
year-old Swiss that brought a 
standing ovation. 

“I gave it my alL I left every- 
thing I had on the court," said 


Pierce after reaching the semi- 
final of the season-ending tour- 
nament for the third time. 

Pierce now plays compatri- 
ot Nathalie Thurial who kept up 
the steady stream of upsets by 
defeating Iva Majoli, the sixth- 
seeded French Open champion, 
7-6. 7-6. Thuziat at 30 the senior 
member of the elite 16-player 
field who started the tourna- 
ment, had already disposed of 
fourth-seed Amanda Coelzer. 

The fans at Madison Square 
Garden gave Hingis a warm re- 
ception. but then gpt behind 
Pierce as the drama unfolded. 

“I think the crowd was awe- 


some. They really helped me a 
lot. I think they appreciated the 
great tennis from both of us.” 
Pierce said. 

She finally got the seeming- 
ly unflappable Swiss teenager to 
lose her temper in the third set 
when she broke Hingis for a 6-5 
lead that left her sewing for the 
match. Hingis responded by 
flinging her racket across the 
court towards her seat, which re- 
sulted in a code violation. 

However, in the next game. 
Pierce was a bundle of nerves. 
Before each serve she had to 
take deep breaths to calm her- 
self and went through a series 


of nervous twitches, earning a 
time violation after reaching her 
third match point 

She twice double-faulted in 
the final game, but followed the 
second with a 99mph ace at 
break point. Hingis, runner-up 
to Steffi Graf last year, saved 
two match points in the final 
game, while Pierce fought off 
three breakpoints. 

On her third match point, : 
Pierce chased a ball deep into the 
comer but managed a terrific 
hinging backhand, Hingis' return 
was wide and Pierce thrust her 
fists over her head in victory. 

Results, Digest, page 25 


Hamilton’s 
Bears keep 
fighting 


ATHLETICS 


Golden Four extended with more money and meetings 


World athletics has enlarged its 
“premiership'' meetings for 
□ext season, extending the 
Golden Four into a Golden 
League and offering a million 
dollar jackpot in prize money. 

The Golden Four of Zurich, 
Brussels, Oslo and Berlin, who 
have until now organised their 
own prize structure within the 
overall enclosure of the grand 
prix, will be joined by the meet- 
ings in Rome. Monte Carlo 
and - probably - Paris. 

Primo Nebiolo, the president 
of the International Amateur 


Athletic Federation, said the 
Golden League jackpot would 
be divided equally among ath- 
letes who win each of their 
events in each of the meetings, 
plus finishing first at the grand 
prix final scheduled for Moscow 
on 5 September. 

Athletes breaking a world 
record at a Goldea League 
meeting will receive a bonus of 
S50,000 (£33,000). The League 
schedule is planning to run 
from 14 July. 

Meanwhile, the former East 
German coach Ekkart Arbeit has 


been released by Athletics Aus- 
tralia because of his links with 
drug abuse and his 20 years ser- 
vice as a secret police informer. 

The Australian Sports Minis- 
ter, Andrew Thomson, coo- 
finned yesterday that the AA 
would not proceed with Arbeit's 
proposed $280,000 contract for 
the four years leading up to the 
Sydney Olympics. Arbeit's ap- 
pointment had been under review 
after a German parliamentary of- 
ficial, Wanerfiante, said the for- 
mer head track and field and 
throws coach during the 1980s 


played a major part in the abuse 
of drugs in East Germany. 

Australian media gained files 
this week from the Federal Com- 
mission for foe Stasi Archives in 
Berlin which confirmed Arbeit 
had knowledge of foe East Ger- 
man drugs programme. 

Arbeit was a Stasi informer 
from 1970-89, detailing in inti- 
mate details the sexual life, 
personal habits, financial details 
and politically indiscreet re- 
marks of athletes and officials 
under his care. 

- Mike Rowbottom 


Worthing Bears intend battling 
on until foe end of foe season, 
despite the walk-out by their 
American trio of owner, coach 
and one of their leading players. 

More could follow, admits 
new co-owner Christian Hamil- 
ton, but Bears will fulfil their 
weekend fixtures at home to 
Manchester and at Whtford, and , 
are re-building foe squad to 
complete the Budweiser 
League season. 

“We are expecting the rest of 
the players to stay, but obviously 
cannot prevent them from leav- 
ing," Hamilton said. 

The crisis began when mil- 
lionaire owner Greg Fullerton re- 
turned to America after less 
than force months in English bas- 
ketball Pay-cuts followed, which 
led to the coach Chris Jones and 
player Shaun Swords walking out 
before Tuesday's 111-80 Na- 
tional Cup quarter-final defeat 
by Birmingham Bullets. 

Since then foe American 
Ryan Wiliams, foe former Eng- 
land player Steve Nelson and 
Gary Smith have said they will 
stay with new coach Ne3 McS- 
duff until the end of foe season. 

NATIONAL CUP SemWInate: Thames Val- 
toy Tigers v Bairtoghom (10 and 17 Deco* 
me/xr); Lonotanr Hxmv v LaUxster RUans 
(H and 18 DocariwJ. 


- Richard Taylor 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 




3-0 tMdosB SJntod 
GM VAUXHALLGONFERSCe 
Ctwftertwm v Gateahaad 
HMtaxv Hwetad. 

HayCS v Nortt**1ctl 
HaJfwofert v Sf 
KMdermtnBtBf v 
Morecnrte v Ruahdan 
Soumportv aatytan dBa. 

Stmenana ir FBiteroush 




ini Sslbfctibrc Ashton LBd v HarroB«aTto*n; 
Bradford Park Aisnus v Sfactaartdgo. Burton 

ford vFSndey Celflc: VMOayJEtay 
ton Afctan v Fkwi: 
wortoof) v NemarMd. 

DR MAKTBNS LEAGUE Pnmiar OMrioreBSh 


INIERLWK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE: 
HakwoHHi Hamers * Cmomown: Khga to- 
ton « BrKJgntttn; RarShora « CSdtray. RushaB 
* *&tal We; SHfcial v Vfest Udands 
Stxafcnf V Sandwol Bawffr, WfcnhBl 


College (230). Second DtvMatn Bective 
Rangers v Sundays WW (£301. Bu cc aneers* 
DLSPE30): Galwegians v Wanderers p3t»; 
Marftslown v Greysaxw E3Q : Sherries v Mtf- 
ore (23Q. UCC v Derry (Z30J. 


ertwad v BracXnefi; Hun Keynes v Resting, 
Mflon Keynes I * Oxford Hawks; Newbury v 
Fantonm Carman. Saining v Oxford Unttm- 
Witney v Ranefegf. Wruteor v Pty 


A JOURNAL MGHLAW LEAGUE: So- 


• j , 1 MVv 


Basketball 


W0*i0vlMod 

YaO«avV W**ig— 

FA CAHLSBEHG VASE Second mwKtDvm- 
aionFBvAlhBrtjnlJtSeBhainRedSla'vOwJ- 
SStorc RosaendelevTbwlJW 1 . WBN AucMand 

v Cursor) Aareai; K mttiapq WWfcare y Dorm- 
Norti FWrfty Z 

rlngton v Poiitai Victoria. Kwagrow v 
BrotiBwortty Nantwlch v Bre gjfo: St odnon 
v ShaHatt MoMtey v Jatr wr. Tte ddwv B or- 
rowseti VfcCTta; Qwaw-to-Stwwt v 


tty v Nuneaton; CMtadpe tty v Qrariay 
Harare; Crwiey v Burton MUon; Rxwt Own 


Haw. Qrwteyv Burton Maori; Fore* Own 
now v Atharatona-. Haahge v Oornggiw 


Naan Courey; Cone 
_ v Losatemoum; » iwm; Fraw- 
Fcnw Madtancs; htrfly vFort W»am; 
PWBrtraadnWick Academy 
WELSH CUP THrd rarad (23Q: Eklton Ferry 
AMekc v War Catte-Tal CanMt Caemartcn v 


Ice hockey 


Kkwia Lynn v 

lord: Roctwel 'fawn v St lawnanta WNIIOUI. 
Salsbnyv WxcestBT SfttfaOxMrw vSouoot- 
far, Tarnwortti * Metosanen tewn. MdbmdDL 
NalaniflBdiwrftyWfabachrBtatoev aacMy: 

BtekwrfyaaHoti Rangers: Corby » aiapshaa 
DytwnKX&eJOTUMragulafdBKO nninOT 

xSotKA: Moor aeon v h*idr)oy Lml. ftartfg 
Cfab Warwick v Rarkfach; Sutton Ccfcffl** 


Cqfn Cann artiBn v ton- 


BUDWEISER LEAGUE: crystal Palace v New. 
castle (730; Worthrg * Uanchastar (8£Q- 
UM-BAU- TROPHY Southern POOL' Wfcttfard 
Royals v Peugeot Bufena Bairtngham (730}: 
Thamaa Utley TlgB* v adda3 Orastar London 
Leopards (EU% 


BUPS1 LEAGUE: Ayr SooHaD Eaghsa v ttnlfl 
Douto ®3tn. Nonk^iann Panthers v Naacaa. 
da Cobras |7«; Uasngnohs Haon « ShelBeld 
Staelera (B3Q. 


Hawrtaftwst v Bdwtoia; H^rtiaadTtot 
» Cwrrfaran; Krnnm v Conwy. LwrfavBv- 
ry; Ltamem v Tfebanfs Newtown v Treowen 
St^ Partncawl * AbatysiwyVi; fcn Perfee v 
MddAtatanaa. ms maa n tfMU i'ftjcnHU' 

verstty Wales CanJH w Caaows. 

LEAGUEOF WALES (ZAQ: Csmaes Yhya Uon 
* YUUvaat Rhyl v Porttnodog 
SMRNOEP WSH LEAGUE Pranfar DMakKE 
AirtsvffartadowrcGtanawnvCelBrafaaGfan- 
toran v Balymona; Lmfield v Crasadare; OmaXi 


vFtehor AttwaiG OnaiCTstarvltewrtipartioBj 
v Ctevedon; Matgau rfedm; Newpo« 

VMsymcwtfi v EWdOCk; W!B»y v BaaN^r 


VfcReakrMMco; Oadby 

layvWtarfw Bte^*Db*RoowjH^ 

ton; Hucknal * Stourport SwtfW Aahtord 

aoNwpivSucfawylJwreBBsfclni vEdgwgra ; 
nmm Befbmnv wwaaabiB: fty yfiOT v 
Hnnutanri 120: BrafaWe v Conconl Rwiqqra: 


Hockey 

ADNAMS EAST Promtor Cam 
ashops Stanford: Colchester v 


Other sports 

BADMINTON: Scotthti Open 


BODONO: Eurapean ftyweW* Nte: D Ouoraub 
(hofaerl y A Lowta (Firy) (Manchestar). 
SNOOKER: LK Ownpow N p (PrealonL 


tartMTOugb Tbwn v Canfaridge Unhmfty 
ESL SOUTH Praodar: Anchorana « Gone Cowt 


TOMORROW 


vCBtsmfla Pfest OMrioiE BMydsre v Ban- 
aor Ounaerrai Swrts v Carat* Rangws; Lams 
v DMAary. Nawry v ummady 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF IRE- 


& Parfcaaton w Fodcaone Ir wjaa; C fatog wa v 

ssx’ss’^rss^si 

WWidaiOT»rw*wel Heath: nu w ora vBut*- 

SSw V QoSat; aSr* Chard: PN*an » 

Manoattftdd: Sttoorl v T 

Hhngaffawl, TIbKHkR V M8TWC BATfij 
aSSSc^rtOtan v BenwW Head) l| 

RYMAN LEAGUE PrcpUr DtgyoreMMM 


Flrat DWMora Ensfagton »JBMaon: 

lon v Panrth: mu Newcasde v Uocpetti; Sou* 

3*3k»v Crook. 

WMSTOfCEAPtOffLEAGl^ HatOMajp ig 

Lordswood w CSrey Vfandanw_|g.^l u gade 
Green v Eiith -fawn; lUfandge 


LAND PiwMv DMskm Deny tty v St 
rtlrtelfljAtWiOc (730: KMamy tty vSfeiXMne 


ten: Hera Bay v MNdantwed; Wycarfae 
v Boixoerno ui ti; Ptd WKMama v Hentnraid: 
Pulay vFaaiisni. ftamgarSa vTUf 
Wrrfatsdon v TrajNn: Woking 
Portsmouth 
DTZ MIDLAND Prranfar. Boonrich v KhNaa; 
Coventry & North wfeyrtek v ' “ - 


Football 

FA CARLS8ERG VASE Seooed round: End. 
skd^i v Cowes Sparta (US 
HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF nHAND Pm- 
iider DleWon: DuncWh v Ccak tty 


Harbome v GtoesanQeld; North Notta v Nc(- 
tmehain: Narthanvion Salna « Edgbawm 
WEST OF SdGLAND A SOUTH WALES Pr»- 


uHuer Sussex coutror league HaaPF 


«Mon: AnnON v SeWey . Oy awr vSrtii 
HalNran v HewndcK Hoiatiani VMCA y 


Rugby Union 

INTERNATIONAL MATCHES 

England v Naur ZaManti (ZO) 

rarownaffewfl 
Scotland v AoatraBa (34^ 

(to iWlbihjt?.®:# 

CHHTENHAM AND CaLPUCESTffl CUP 


afar Umwrarty « 
WHtChurch. 


Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: Wm H ar Bepod v Tbnga (SO). 
CHELTENHAM AND CLOUCESTCR CUP 

Group D; Bfa tA headi v Rkdmond fitft 
MB LEAGUE Rrat Dhtaten: Gwryowan v 
Mxng Munster (^0). 






bourne faun Me Oak » PatfMi ReM v 
PMfwn: Rfagrrw ¥ WWlehawk. 

UHLSPORT .UNITE D COUNT IE S . LEAGUE 
Prowler DhrMorc Cogertwe v WWngfaor- 

_ . i on vbett cpquan: Watfon 

wBouns Yfadey y JMmpMon uqw OapfcW 
maid: lndie8Mr VEyna*xjry 
SCREWTO DtRSTT LEAtgJE PrtBU Wr »rt- 
etore BkMoid * t MroK . Brta ington v Odd 
Down: Keyreham v Barnstaple. 

NORTHERN CO UWnjES & ST tfAOO EPHP 
Hilar DNMok Ecdeahfl v Oeeett. Hwro. 


Mir p.TSL Group C: BrbS’v CworKry R2tt): 

fl&ss»B8sag 


NORTH DIVISION One: Chester v Neston, 
Formby v Wfaern hfamwtB * Ban f*iyd*iq: 
Norton » Sounpurt 8>wnid Btrten v Sam- 
we*. Tnperfay v Durtwro UrAwNty 
WOMENS NATIONAL LEAGUE Prontfar: 
Henown V atm scatuh Lde R2n : feMfch 
V aw l ttfll: Onon Tanaqueat a Donc aa r ai 
noTnopnc v Sutai CekdMd fiai 
nnd DMaktn: Bwdoid Swttftarfaat* v Sun- 


dwland BadUna teflfc Chein gfard Hy rw w a 


Cantertxry pia ; L 


Cmw p jb): Wharhx 

paa Two Worth: Hr ddey 
LMMiKartNEM 
hamtSoM^ 




Hockey 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Promter 

Caiviock(ia:E&aGrtnstBadvE 

Guldfard v Doncaasar {t2D}; Kawdow v Bw- 
faid TtanM; Okt Lougntorirms « Taddna. 
bn mang v Southgate pjj). Hr« 
GhjehertavSI Afaana (Sid; BoumvAe 

i»WS3'S3%^KSS£S5 

(Zfl); HtA v Lenes (BQ: 


Bbehans v EMng (£30) ; 




ffayrHonvOldLowohktronic CU9; Sherwood v 
AidndgB fCUl 

WOMEN'S NORTH FhM DhiMart: Beddun 
v TMg Lnmpoot Settan x Chester, W uHo n » 


CMratord 
a»>. 


Wamngton v Oxford UNv 


Basketball 




: AJderahoTfawnv Tl wra; 

V*WIp 




bley: Borax* Reg*' 
Rorntord: Croydon 




Mthara v OwetMn LThh d Dhiafanr Opyda n 
AWefc » East ■ntrarort^Efaran & &»iv 
CraWHan Cuauate Homdftwai 
Lama vHartcw.Trtng v FoidUafcVtora^ ^ 

UMBOND LEAGUE Pnal*t 

crbgbn Startey » Btehcp Autadand. AffrewiV 


BMo Main v 083811 ABcrr.MamjyvMsxara^ f 

ssa 

bKKVeuxhMC M*Dan«rt 

jEWSON W^SEX LE^U& iaBnr &nch- 
erXxrsr; gorMrWtft m. 

Downton v Awostrucareg BpffljW * 

CbwM Vice: WNlrfX«*i a^Ma^h. 

*kMv Hurv Tcfl/m v UwestOft uaCRjn v w 

rXmhan; StowroartM « vTo#BK WKtanxGOf- 
fcston 




mUf {30^, 

MFSJBH IWlONALJJ^rajertmDfarfcMonr 

JggysSB®aS5® 

^^^CiariAvCtCiuTlW kxrt> V Back- 
wood on. _ _ _ _ 


^^SSSSSSSSSSBES 

StariieKftsu 


Artford v Severnaia: Deraham v Canfandgs 
tty. hkffagton MaBMe v Ipswich; St Afcww 
v Bury St EdrmaxfeL 

ROYAL. AirFAISAL MOMENTS MBXAND 
Pi e w la n Betoar v IWum MtAWBA KMtar- 

ng v Ptckiacic Loeestar v Ncrti Starts: Lutrai 
v Crtmaon Ramtteni 

woirars WEST Prowler Bournranorah » SI 
Aietot; Chaftenham V Exmouth; Exowr v Red- 
land; Laamfcwar v Tostui vide: VS» * Cdwuft 
WOMEKS SOUTH Fhet DMalen: KarapMd 
& W mt na iamr v Wnetimora HI; H ra N ia rtt v 
Southampton, Heating v Hendon: Tube HB v 
Uaiderteed. Wnctwaer v DuMch, 

THY5PORTS WOMEtfS THREE COUNTIES 
FinNDMalcaKHBr^vWyoorttfa Rye; MtSd* 


BWWraLattJE: &dda Ltndon Tb-era 
v Sntnkilcl Shorta 

UW-BALL TROPHY Northern Pool: Chestv 


fflW.WKSSSffiSSt 


Ice hockey 


g u *^”4f* G H E: awtftefcl Steetaro v CanW 
Dw* (M0). ttanchestor Strarn v Newcasua 
Mm nog: Bradhnel Bess v Nortnoham Pan- 


Other sports 

BAQMmTON: Scotthti Clprai (Gtaagowl. 
OUJARDS: Uc Charr^ore^SSlPwtcnL 
RALLYING: Brtbsh Rac My * 
SNOOKER: LK Qtanpwishfa (Pmsbn). 


Ijrjj* c> uski 




long-term drug user, died on his 
25tH birthday, is over. 1 learned 
a lot last year and rtn looking for- 
ward to this fight,'* he said. Tm 
amazed at how old Foreman is 
and yet he’s still a good fighter, 
fighting young guys and^ winning.” 

. Current fbtm suggests that 
Fore man ’s phenomenal punch- 
. mg power snot what it once was. 
His last two opponents - Craw- 


ford Grimsley and Lou Savarese 
- lasted th& distance with Fare; 
man, but were stopped, by atp- 
posedly lesser opposition in 
their next fightsJYetthere are so . 
many doubts about Briggs par- 
ticularly regarding his sfzength, 
of chin and heart, that it is hard 
to imagine him. being able, to : 
stand up to Fbreman’s punches, 
even if they are less potent 


and, with 17 first-round KOvip- ~ 
timg . is no mean puncher hnp-. r 
self. And at Foreman’s age, the - 
former champion could fall , 
apart at any time. But at same 
stage in this 12-rounder, Fbie- . 
man is bound to connect and. it : 
would be surprising if Briggs * 
does not fold. The foreman saga; 
is unlikely to end. this evening. 


Sluggish response to changing 
conditions proves very costly 




V.A-- •" 


The skipper of Merit 
Cup In the Whitbread 
Round the World Race 
comes up against a 
familiar jinx but refuses 
to use it as an excuse. 




I am always being hit by the 
cutseofFr^oand itlooks, as 
if I have been hit again. If you 
look at Fremantle history for 
then, in 1989, we were lead- 
ing in Fisher and Paykel near- 
ly all the way, only to be 
overtaken by three boats on 
foe run-in. No favours there. 

In 1993, on New Zealand 
Endeavour, we broke our 
mizzen mast and 1 thought we 
were dead. But, amazingly, we 
held on and foe damage in 
terms of time lost to the op- 
position was less than I 
thought it would be. 

This time we are going to 
have a lousy result, so 1 am 
plagued by foe run through 
foe Southern Ocean being a 
bad leg. And I was conscious 
of that before the leg even 
started 

In terms of performance, 
It is the worst Whitbread leg 
I have ever experienced But 
no one could say that it has 
been physically tough foT us. 
While others have been re- 
porting wipe-outs and wave 
damage we haven't had any 
real wind. We didn't even 
have a lot of water over the 
deck uniil the middle of this 
week. 

Instead we have been 
grumbling among ourselves 
that our average wiadspeed 
has been about the same as 
Swedish Match’s average boat 
spiced. So why has it hap- 
pened? 

Well, basically, winners 
make their own luck, so you 


GRANT, DALTON 


won ’t lieaT me ~coinp i ain ~we 
have been unlucky. There has 
been a series of technical mis- 
takes, and the.fiist was right 
at foe start The forecast for 
all of us was that there was a 
ridge of high pressure pushing 
in under South Africa, but the 
timing of our start from Cape 
Town meant we should miss it 
and get away before it affect- 
ed us. Otherwise you have to 
get from one side to the oth- 
er before you get any wind 

What actually happened 
was that Swedish Match did 
that while the rest of us were 
delayed for four hours at Sea 
Point and that was enough for 
the ridge to push in. The 
forecast was spot on, Swedish 
Match was foe only one to 
jump foe bridge, and what 
should have happened was a 
major reassessment of where 
we were. 

We had a course laid out 
that was fairly aggressive 
south. We wanted to be on the 
southern side of the fleet 
Kvaemcr saw what was hap- 
pening, went hard south, even 
going hard on the wind to do 
it and that was our first mis- 
take: we just didn't realise it 
quickly enough. 

Our next was trundling 
along in fourth place with Paul 
Cayard caught at the back in 
EF Language. He decided to 
act and wem behind the fleet 
to gel south while we were aflJ 


going east and south. Then a . 
pressure system came in from 
behind and the we«, avowing: 
foe boats to the right of us to 
pick it. up first and also dig 
south wh3e we were left wait- 
ing for it to reach ns, by 
which time were 100 miles be- 
hind. L 

... Now, havingbeentiaough . 
nthejjqliopi .o£qur agjc spqth 
of foe Kerguelen Islands, we 
have also missed the . big 
south-westerly flow which foe 
others were hanging into with 
an extra 10 knots ofwind. 

Our own tactical mis- 
judgements are at the root of . 
this series of events, but nor- 
mally we wouldn’t expect to 
be punished this hard. This is 
a tough race. Put a foot wrong 
and you are dog meat Per- 
haps being dumped so hard at 
Sea Point just spun us out of 
our heads for 12 hours. 

Crew morale is improving, 
again, though we don't like the . 
position we are in. We are all 
aware that we may be lucky . 
enough to get away with one 
leg like this, but we would nev- 
er get away with two. And I 
amangTywith myself. This has 
been just stupidity and it’s un- 
fair on the guys, who are still 
grinding, still steering, still on 
the edge as much as anybody 
on any other boat. They stfll 
have to work as hard, but find 
they are putting the effort in . 
the wrong direction. 

But we gave it our all on - 
the first leg, and we wfll shake 
ourselves up again to come 
right from this bad second leg. • 
The way the points system 
works, even though Rvaera- 1 
er and EF Language wiU now 
have a little cushion, there will _ 
be a bunch of us all within a j 
handful of points of each oth-- | 
er. With seven more legs, 
there is still plenty to play for. I 
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Cayard overtaken in ‘night of terror* 


1 77 ^ ;r: 


As Swedish Match dipped 
below 650 miles to the finish 
of foe second leg of the Whit- 
bread Round the World Race, 
Britain's Lawrie Smith added 
to his world record of foe pre- 
vious day before by sweeping 
Silk Cut past Paul Cayard 
into fourth place. 

Cayard, foe American. 
skipper of Sweden's EF Lan- 
guage, admitted to being ex- 
tremely tired after “another 
night of terror” as he pushed 
hts boat harder and harder to- 
wards Flreinantlc. In a report 
that showed just how violent 
the Southern Ocean can be, he 
said: “The grand finale in this 
opera was a broach with Cur- 
tis Blewitt up the mast and foe 
spinnaker pole and boom ex- 
ploding. 

“We were resetting the 
spinnaker after repairing it 
from an earlier, smaller mis- 


take. It opened before it got 
to the top, the helmsman lost 
control and spun into the 
wind. Curtis was up the rig 
while it was shaking violently. 
I thought he was going to die. 

“We have to blow the hal- 
yard so we could bare away. 
The spinnaker went in the wa- 
ter and it was all hands on 
deck to get it back on board 
while the boat was doing 15 
knots without even trying. 

“Wb got Curtis down and 
he is OK. He won’t ever for- 
get that broach. Life on board 
is a horror show. When you 
have a scene like that, it takes 
three to four hours just to dean 

up the mess. Then you si an on 
the repairs. No one gets any 
sleep and meals arc forgotten. 

“So what we have to do 
right now is take a time out, 
two hours of nothing. Two 
people on deck jusl making 


minimal headway. When the 
spinnaker pole is fixed and we 
have had some rest we wfll 
start racing again.” 

With Cayard limping 
along. Smith’s next target is 
third-placed Tbshiba — skip-' 
pered by his former ■ 
crewmember Paul Stanbridge . 
— some 140 miles atiMd . 

Smith is a formidable op- 
ponent and Silk Cut, averag- 
ing 17 knots, has the speed to 
attack Tbshiba over the re- 
maining 1,200 miles to west-, 
em Australia. 
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ftlcRae and Makinen eager to end psychological sparring 


To^mri Maldnen goes 
into the Network Q RAC 
rally, which starts 
tomanrcHi, needing only 
sixth place to retain his 
world title. CoDn McRae, 
his only rival, must win 
his third RAC, with 
Makinen out of the first - 
six, to deprive the Fhm. 

Dericfc ABsop looks at the 

race, the route, the 
drivers and the cars in a 
refreshingly cavalier 
world. 


Colin McRae knew exactly how 
he intended to relax in the lit- 
tle spare time he had before the 
World Championship decider. 
He would have a bit of fun on 
his motocross bike. “You must 
be joking,” his boss, David 
Richards, exclaimed. 

But he would be fine, be 
'would do nothing stupid, the 
Scot protested. And besides, he 
had invited To mini Makinen, 
his rival for the title and another 
. motocross freak, to join him. 
M “That’s not what I want to 
Tv hear," Makinen’s boss, Phil 
Short, exclaimed. 

Short, manager of the 
British-based Mitsubishi team, 
was relieved to learn his driver 
could not make the extra-cur- 
ricular duel because he was at- 
tending a wedding. Richards, 
principal of the Britisb-based 
Subaru team, was relieved to 
learn his driver had emerged 
from his recreational jaunt un- 
scathed. 

McRae was exhilarated, 
Makin en frustrated. “1 would 
love to have been with Colin,” 
the Finn said. “Tm sure we 
would have had a good time.” 

Spend just a little time in the 
company of the world's best ral- 
T ly drivers and you quiddy realise 
that this is a very different en- 
vironment from Formula One 
motor racing. 

The absence of wheel-to- 
wfaeelcombat is d ted as an ex- 
planation, the lower profile 
another. Whatever the cause, 
the effect is refreshingly 
healthy. And do not be delud- 
ed; the competition is no less 
earnest 

That will be evident over 
three days of the Network Q 
RAC Rally, starting at Chel- 
tenham race course tomorrow 






Preparing for splashdown: Colin McRae prepares for the Network Q RAC Rally by testing his Subaru near Great Tew in Oxfordshire 


morning. At stake is the world 
championship. 

Makinen, the defending 
champion, requires only sixth 
place to retain his title and even 
that modest target will be un- 
necessary if McRae, his only 
challenger, fails to win. 

The odds, therefore, are 
heavily in Makmen's favour, the 
objective uncomplicated for 
McRae. As for the pressure, it 
does not show on either of 
them. McRae is a phlegmatic 
character at the best and worst 
of times. He has no truck with 
false modesty, such as ex- 
pressing surprise. He has won 
the last two rallies, forcing the 
season to an all or nothing 
finale. 

“I'm not really surprised 
because of the way the season 
has gone,” he said. “It's gone 
up and down and Fve got to be- 
lieve that, having arrived at this 
situation, I can do it Tbmmi 


should win it of course he 
should, but you can never tell 
in raHymg.” 

McRae, champion in 1995, 
does tell you he believes he 
probably should have had a sec- 
ond title sewn up by now if his 
Impreza had not been hin- 
dered by engine problems ear- 
ly in this season. “I wasn’t 
happy and everyone says thing; 
in the heat of the moment but 
that’s motor sport” 

McRae’s self-assurance is 
justified. He and Makinen are 
generally acknowledged as the 
best haring assumed command 
from Juba Kankkunen- and 
Carlos Sainz. McRae's im- 
petuosity has given way to rea- 
son, yet the propensity for 
lightning strike has been re- 
tained. 

He said: “I have changed, 
even since *95. Tm more me- 
thodical. Tbmmi and Juha are 
probably the only other two like 


me in terms of temperament. 
But you still have to go flat out 
and, when it comes down to it 
as with any top sportsman, you 
have to have that bit extra in 
your locker. 

“You tend to find on various 
stages a point where one driver 
will have more confidence than 
another. It’s just haring a good 
feel for it Courage doesn’t re- 
alty come in to iL This is about 
confidence.” 

Ffis confidence, as Makinen 
is aware, will be soaring on his 
borne rally, although McRae at- 
tributes the "extra lift” to the 
volume of support rather than 
familiarity with the terrain. In 
fact, he would be more confi- 
dent of outright success if the 
rally had not been diverted 
away from fee notorious north- 
ern stages, such as Kidder, to 
the “deep south” and its new 
Cheltenham base. 

McRae said: “There would 


be more rHancp of Tbmmi mak- 
ing a mistake if we were up in 
Kielder, and especially if there 
was sheet ice. Tm not saying 
there wouldn’t be more chance 
of my making a mistake, but 
IVe got nothing to lose. Tom- 
mi's got everything to lose. 
The pressure is on him.” 

It appears to have been tak- 
en virtually for granted that 
McRae will compl ete a hat-trick 
of RAC victories - he won in 
*95 and ’95- a danger he sens- 
es and has endeavoured to 
counter by making diligent 
preparations with his navigator, 
the ’We lshman, NickyGrisL 

“Everybody thinks it is au- 
tomatic I am going to win the 
rally, but they seem to be for- 
getting not only the possible 
hazards, but also the strong 
competition. There are a num- 
ber of guys, perhaps five or six, 
who are capable of winning and 
most of the others don’t have 


the championship to think 
about Carlos and Juha. for ex- 
ample. 

“Nicky and I have been 
training hard, particularly cy- 
cling. Tm not keen on jogging. 
With these long days now, it’s 
important to have the stamina 
and also the concentration. It 
keeps you more consistent and 
more alert You make fewer 
mistakes.” 

Logic suggests that only a 
imstafef. or mechanical fault 
can stop Makinen from re- 
taining his championship. He 
can patently afford to drive 
within himself, but would he be 
more vulnerable if he compro- 
mised his natural instincts and 
settled for a minor place? 
“That’s the question,” 33-year- 
old Makinen acknowledged, 
somewhat tantalisingty. “I will 
just try to find the right feeling 
for it I know people say I will 
Dot be able to go slower than 


THE CONTENDERS 

tommi makinen 

NationaHty: HnnWi 
Aqk 33 
Can tfteub&H 
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Start*: 55 
Wins: * 
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normal, but I don’t think that 
will be too difficult I will be go- 
ing at maybe 90 to 100 per cent 
Normally you have to go at 120 
percent” 

Makinen’s record on the 
RAC- eighth is his best finish 
from seven starts -scarcely en- 
courages optimism, but again 
he has an answer. 

“1 have had the proper car 
only once before, and then 
some stupid luck. 1 have the car 
now and I also have had a lot 
of experience in the British 
championship, so I know the 
conditions here very welL” 

Makinen, who has endured 
bizarre misfortune this season 
- he retired after hitting a cow 
in Corsica - is content to hear 
McRae quoted the favourite for 
the rally and willingly goes 
with the flow. 

“He is at home and should 
have the best chance. But we 
have new stages and we are not 


Car Subaru 

WWM rOy chmnpionaHp iccord 
Starts: 49 
Whs: 12 

Ctompfan: 1995 

1997 wins: POr 

Best RAC finish: Whna; 1994 & 

1395 

CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE Pis 

1 T Makinen (Fh) MtsUbbN 62 

2 C McRae (GS) Subaru 62 

3 C Sainz (Sp) Ford 47 

4 K Eriksson (Sue) Subaru 28 

5 PLhtfl(BJSUaru & 

6 J Kankkunen (Fr) Ford 23 

7 B Bums (GB) lnStsAfefrti 18 

8 A Schwarz (Gar) Ford 11 

9 F Lota (Bel) Tbyota 8 

10 G Panted (Ft) Peugeot 8 

MANUFACTURERS' 
CHAMPIONSHIP ' PIS 

1 Suborn fcfcarrpibns) 104 

2 Mitsubishi 82 

3 Ford 81 


going to Scotland and Kielder 
this time, so maybe he will not 
be so comfortable. There are 
also a lot of other drivers who 
can win, including my team- 
mate, Richard Burns.” 

The psychological sparring 
is a feature of their relationship. 
They trade points with as much 
relish out of the car as in iL But 
each considers the other a 
friend. 

Makinen said: “We do have 
a good relationship and why 
not? This is not Formula One. 
If we want to do something to- 
gether, we can do that. Rally 
drivers like to have fhn.Butwe 
are big rivals behind the steer- 
ing wheel. That is the way it 
should be - 1 think.” 

McRae concurs: “We don’t 
see it as a big deal to go riding 
or whatever between rallies. It 
doesn’t make the competition 
any less keen or winning any 
less satisfying.” 


A NEW LOOK AND A NEW ROUTE 


Spa town, regency aictttedUB; home 
of National Hunt rachg and the Gold 
Cup, and now the headquarters for 
the Network Q RAG Raly. DkSons Is 
not alone In having rarely seen such 

n th at en u llin i'l o ri hfa fnmr 


The organisers of the British 
round of the World Rally Champi- 
onship selected this elegant water- 
ing hole as their base for a new-took 

event Tb hardy veterans of the ear- 
ly winter classic, It may prove a cul- 
ture shodc 

There has tong been a lobby to 
bring the annual forest spin further 
south and thfe compact disc wHI re- 
sound to the accompaniment of an 
anticipated two mfifion enthusiasts 
over three days. The shorter route 

- 1^00 mfles- effectively firnfts the 
raly proper to two days >i Wales af- 
ter tomorrows spectator stages. 

Abandoned for now are foe leg- 
endary tracts of foe north, consid- 
ered as foe ultimate challenge or 
ogres, depending on your point of 
view If your view is from a catch in 
Kielder you might be in^edtoad- 
vise them what to do with their uto- 

matechafleng* but foe purists tear 
the teeth have been extracted nom 
the oW RAC beast 

Those to the “left take the show 

w the roarf' camp a^iemowmd 

be and calamity are not unknown in 
-j ui.i» imn and sfooerv tracks 


and the unexpected are pretty wei 

guaranteed anywhere, and foe or- 
ganisers are confident that the un- 
folding drama wi confirm they have 
not gone soft and foe contest has 
not been devalued. 

An intriguing innovation for the 
RAC is foe presentation at Slvecstone 
tomorrow of a 'super spedaT stage 
based on a concept pioneered at 
Langley Park, Austrafia. Cars can- 
pete in pairs, effectively racingskte 
by side around the 12 -mie gravel dr- 
oit Wb might even witness one or 
two Formula One style comfogs- 
togefoer. 

Again ft may irkthetradrtionaSsts, 
but Richard Bums, foe British Sub- 
aru diver, is among those who 
welcome foe shift towards customer- 
friendly spectacles. 

Bums said: Tthtek foe spectators 

w8T find ft very excithg and that can- 
not beabad thing. It may net be pure 

rallying, but it is just one short stage 

over three days and I for* you can 
afford one. ■ 

“My only reservation is that the 
track is a bit narrow and ft could be 
very interesting If people start sBd- 
fog But they’ve shown at Langley 
Park what can be done and IVn are 
the organisers wB team from their 

first year at Sflverstone and, if nec- 
essary develop and Improve it in foe 


Monday 24 November 

Ohhar* FMor 
rBk &m 

12 Radnor iun 0724 

13 Hated 2462 0951 rw, 

14 Pantptttbojj 957 1131 om " 

15Dyfi 1454 13.01 ^ 

ISGarttttUog 957 1358 ■ *» 

17 Sweet Line iaJB 1&03 jffl 
ItUj/Mo 10 59 1051 I/M5 


Sunday 23 November 

fl nw»u» Rotor 

Nottingham 1 ? * w£u to 

ISS 7 1 Racecourse 139 0718 

. _ _ . [M1J 2 Station 3.43 09J33 

J SSwraSMBl 550 1013 

4 Shasta* 2 5.50 1038 

} 1 5 Ultra* 1 2J6 1114 

/ . 1 8MUnok2 256 1225 

* • I TWObun 175 1154 

f I tStastans 120 1421 

f. % VDaftio&nl 33£ 1033 

r . & 1BDoahgton2 356 16.44 

l 4 11 Racectnrsa 143 1M0 
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! Tuesday 25 November 

DWmca Hot car 


tastGwynra 854 07.06 Z3Rteda 1546 11.41 

ZtTVto 656 0733 24Aiywd 559 1256 

21ttootfa 2254 0639 HMaijan 1633 13.14 

teRmtian 2633 1032 28 Racecourse 132 16.08 


SKODA'S 

CHALLENGE 

The wind of change blow- 
ing through the RAC Raly 
is about to carry away a star 
assued a permanent place 
in foe annals of the event 
But not before one more 
breath of Ks fresh ak 
The Skoda Felicia, third 
last year for Stig Btonriqvfat. 
is in the SwBdefe hands for 
afareweicutfog before giv- 
ing way to foe Octavia 
Skoda have cotected 
25 class wins in 25 years on 
the RAC aiona Btamqvist is 
intent on maintaining the 
success rate, giving the Fe- 
Bda a suitable send-off 
He said: “it would be 
great to end the Fefcfefc ca- 
reer with another class vic- 
tory. Last year we won not 
only our class but also 
overafl Formula Two hon- 
ors. Thai was a bit special.’ 

Showroom versions of 
the Czech car wfl be driven 
by RAC RaBy debutants, 
Mefissa Heflnk and Anna 
Tart, winners of foe Skoda- 
backed LadyQuest com- 
petition. Tart said: "Mefissa 
and I believe that we're up 
to the }ob. It won't just be 
Stigfe performance wen be 
celebrating at the finish.’ 


THE CLAN McRAE 




Family business (left to right): Afister, Jimmy; 
mother Ma rgaret and Colin McRae 

Photograph: Empks 

Whatever the outcome of foe RAC foe dan McRae already 
have a piece of hfetory to celebrate. For the first time, al 
three famous Scots are competing on foe same BAG 

Wbte Coin heads the cast in pursuit of outright vic- 
tory and the world championship, ytnmger brother AT 
ister and father Jimmy joust for honours in the two-litre 
class. Afister drives a Volkswagen Goff and Jmmy, five 
times British champion, and Hyundai. Afister; British cham- 
pion two years agn said: ‘I just hope dad isrft too com- 
petitive. Cm sure he wont be far off foe pace." 

Apart from Stig Blomqvtetls Skoda, their competition 
wi include Mark Higgins' Mssan, the Renautts of Rob- 
bie Head and Marlin Rowe, and a quartet of Seats led 
by Gwyndaf Evans. 
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Today’s All Blacks could be 
the greatest of all time 


Rugby may have been 
bom in Britain, but it 
was raised in the Land of 
the Long White Cloud. 
Dave Gallahet-’s 
“Originals” first showed 
the old country how the 
game should be played 
back in 1905 and almost 
a century on his 
successors are at it 
again. Oiris Hewett 
believes we may be 
seeing the greatest All 
Black side of them all. 


John Hart was right, as usual 
when he declared a reluctance 
to make comparisons across the 
historical sweep of generations; 
who, after all, could sensibly 
stale that All would have beaten 
Marciano, that Gigli was a finer 
tenor lhan Pavarotti. Picasso a 
greater artist than Cezanne? 
The New Zealand coach found 
it hard enough choosing be- 
tween Josh Kroofeld and And- 
rew Blowers as his open-side 
flanker for this afternoon’s Test 
match with England, let alone 
pitting one era of All Black 
domination against another. 

Yet the mesmeric quality of 
performance produced by 
Hart's tourists over the last fort- 
night demands that the question 
be asked. Is this the most 
accomplished New Zealand 
rugby side of them all the 
brightest flowering of a century- 
old sporting dynasty unrivalled 
in its cohesion and consistency. 
If the coach feels unable to offer 
an answer, others will do it for 
him. These All Blacks are cer- 
tainly the pick of the post-war 
crop and quite possibly the 
best ever. 

Whenever the poor, 
battered cannon-fodder on the 
receiving end of a Silver Fern 
shellacking search for an ex- 
planation of New Zealand's 
pre-eminence among rugby 
nations, they quickly encounter 
the T-word’ and the R-word. 



All Blacks 1997 vintage; Triumphs include the BlecfisJoe Cup Pborograph: Ross Land/Empks 


Tradition and Responsibility. As 
many of the current tour party 
have stated and restated over 
the last few days, the ghosts of 
All Blacks past inhabit every 
square inch of their dressing 
room, lurk in every corner, 
peer down from every nook and 
cranny, lo lose is to sully the 
legacy of Gallaber, Stead, 
Nepia, Scott and Clarke. Not 
only is it unacceptable, it is 
unconscionable. 

If some All Blade sides have 
not been particularly choosy in 
their methods of avoiding the 
unthinkable, the best have 
carried with them a missionary 
zeal. The first New Zealanders 
to play a Test series here, 92 
years ago, introduced so many 
innovations and set such an 
array of new standards that 
Dave Gallaher. their charitable 
captain, took it upon himself to 
pen an instruction manual. 
Had Brian Lochore felt similar 
pity for the uneducated heathen 
he encountered north of the 
equator in 1967. be too might 
have turned agony aunt and 
offered some matronly advice. 

If the 1905 and 1967 vintages 
left indelible imprints on the 
rugby psyche of Britain and Ire- 
land, the 3997 crew seem cer- 
tain to complete the holy trinity. 
Richard HOI the Emerging 
England coach on the wrong 
end of a sublime 50-pointer in 


Huddersfield on Tuesday night, 
spoke as though he had just re- 
discovered Tutankhamun’s 
tomb - “There were wonderful 
thing s out there, thing s that 
were far, far beyond us” -while 
Gareth Jenkins, the Llanelli 
coach whose side finished 30 
points worse off than Hill's, 
talked of the New Zealanders 
being “light years” ahead. 

Understandably, Hart 
leaves the superlatives to 
others. As joint coach of the ill- 
fated 1991 World Cup squad - 
yes, even New Zealand rugby 
teams sometimes Ml short of 
expectations - be was forced to 
experience the sharp end of the 
lucky stick before seizing his 
opportunity to smash the rest 
of the world around the bead 
with it and as a result he is 
guarded in his assessment of his 
squad's place in the historical 
pecking order. But when he 
sees performances of the kind 
delivered at Stradey Park, 
Lansdowne Road and the 
McAlpine Stadium, he feels 
honour-bound to put them in 
some sort of perspective. 

“I think we may have one of 
the best All Black sides at the 
moment,” he agreed earlier 
this week. “The thing about this 
squad is the irrelevance of the 
numbers they wear on their 
backs. Many of the skills the 
players possess go across the 


board, run right through the 
party. They are all footballers, 
all fit and quick and comfort- 
able on the balL They all know 
where they are on the paddock 
and where they’re trying Co get 
to. They are complete rugby 
players playing a complete 
game.” 

So complete, indeed, that as 
Jack Rowell the former Eng- 
land coach, pointed out on 
Thursday, “they are making 
rugby look like a non-contact 
sport”, it was the most telling 
comment of all the thousands 
uttered by rugby folk the length, 
and breadth of these island.-, in 
recent days, encapsulating as it 
did the full extent of New 
Zealand's reinvention of the 
15-man code. 

The SI -3 savaging of Llan- 
elli a fortnight ago should have 
been as dull and dispiriting as 
any other one-way exercise in 
target practice. It was nothing 
of the son. It was compelling, 
thrilling, a feast for the sport- 
ing imagination. 

So yes. Hart W3s right not to 
play the comparison game. 
Christian Cullen may or may 
not be a better full-back than 
was Bob Scott, Jeff Wilson 
may or may not be a finer wing 
than Bryan Williams. Who 
cares? All we need to know is 
that these Ail Blacks, are spe- 
cial Enjoy them while you can. 


For a change, 
the English 
are about to get a 

taste of 

New Zealand beef. 



New Zealand Lamb wish both teams all the best. 


PAST MAST ERS: FIVE OT HER GRE ^NZTEAMS 

Dave Gallaher’s 
1905 vintage 

They became known as 
the "Originate" slid the la- 
bel could not have been 
more appropriate: The sta- 
tistics of the tour -were im- 
pressive enough - before, 
losing, controversially, by a 
single score to Wales in 
their ftial fixture, ihe tourists 
won all 28 of their games 
with a points dffferentialaf 
801-22 - aod with Bity 
Stead, Billy Wallace, 

Charles Seeling and Gal- 

laher hkriself among the . ,. n matahes and win them In style. They 

personnel, future legends were two a penny. But the 1905ers did more than win ma __ tearns _ QaBaher himself 
brought with them a whole new style of rugby, introducing the wmgTorward role to Zealand sides to this 

flfed the revolutionary posifion - i welt m the five-eigWr theory of back play used by New Zealand sraes id 

day. Original indeed. 

Cliff Porter’s 1924 vintage 

Nineteen years on, the “Originals’ gave way to the Trwindbtes". Unbeaten In it 

extravagantly gifted partyt^itan honoured position at the vary heart of Ntov Zeatand njgtvto^andV^t 
remainsT/yi B&* afGorirtos dorm through the generations hare out the* teeth on tees of Geo^N 
Richardson and the Brownlie brothers, one of whom, the hugely influential somethina to 

during the Test at Twickenham. The All Blacks still beat a particular strong England 
spare and would surely have completed a first Grand Slam of Britain and Irelandhad the Scots, gru Q 

an expenses row that had blown ip during the 1905 tour, not refused them a fixture. 





Bob Duff’s 1956 vintage 

If New Zealand touring sides had tradtionaly set sail 
with more'strerigtiviri depth than the Spanish Arma- 

. ... urtt.^a-. 


them in extremis. It was backs-again st-the- wal I time for 
a nation whose very credibility had been undermined ' 
by a 4-0 thumping in South Africa seven years previ- 
ously and if the outcome of this rubber was too close 
to caB, its nature was entirely predictable. It was a fight 
from start to finish, always teetering on the brink of open 
warfare and often plummetrig over the edge When 
the dust settled, the All Blacks were heroes once more: 
Kevin Skinner, Tiny White, Peter Jones, Don Clarke (pe- 
tered left), everyone an instant folk hero South Africa^ 
3-1 reverse brought to an end two decades of world- 
wide dorrananoa 


Brian Lochore’s 1967 vintage 

Generally regarded by British observers as one of the two finest tour- 
ing sides to visit these islands In the post-war era - the 1951 Spring- 
boks were the others - Lochore’s party set radical new standards by 
running the ball at every opportunity (hardly an approach associat- 
ed with All Black sides of the 1950s and early 1960s). Denied a shot 
at the Grand Slam by an outbreak of foot and mouth disease in Ire- 
land, they drew 3-3 with East Wales on a snow-bound ground in Carcfiff 
and won the rest of their games with varying degrees of brilliance. 
Their pack was truly great - Ken Gray, Colin Meads (pictured right 
after being sent off against Scotland), Kel Tremain, Waka Nathan and 
Lochore himself were good enough to play in any side of any era - 
and in Fergie McCormick, they possessed a towering competitor at 
full-back. 




David Kirk’s 1987 vintage 

The first World Cup-winning side and one boasting spectac- 
ular gifts m every department If ever an All Black team pos- 
sessed an embarrassment of riches, this was it: Gallagher, 
Kirwan. Stanley, Fox, McDowell, Fitzpatrick, the Whetton broth- 
ers, Shelford and the staggering Michael Jones were all on 
board and not surprisingly, they never looked remotely in dan- 
ger of having to dig deep. As so often in the past a New Zealand 
new heights in the back-row disciplines, with 
Shelford, Jones and Alan Whetton running amok. They had 
iron in the soul too; Shelford, in particular, could frighten op- 
position packs on his own. Kirk (pictured left with the World 
°l ( ? ee P' ntelli 9ence > quit the scene almost 
01 816 sWe remained ' unbeaten - - 


Ireland promote Maggs and Erskine from the bench 


Ireland have called up the Bris- 
tol wing Kevin Maggs and Sale's 
flanker David Erskine for the 
game against Canada at Lans- 
downc Road on 30 November. 

They arc the only changes to 
the side crushed 63-15 by New 
Zealand last Saturday, when the 
pair came on as replacements, 
although there are doubts 
about hooker and captain Keith 
Wood and No 8 Eric Miller, 
who were injured in that game. 

Maggs, who plays most of his 
club rugby in the centre. 


replaces John McWeepey on 
the left wing, while Erskine 
comes in at blind-side flanker 
instead of Eddie Ha Ivey, who 
is relegated to the replace- 
ments. Jan Cunningham rakes 
Maggs 1 place on the bench. 

The Ireland team manager. 
Phi Whelan, said: “McWecney 
was not comfortable in the 
match, but that does not mean 
that he is now out of the 
reckoning. 

“He has come a long way in 
a very short space of time. He 


just needs a little more time to 
adjust to the higher levels of the 
game and he will benefit from 
the experience of playing for 
Ireland A against the Canadi- 
ans next week. 

“When it came to the choice 

between Halvey and Erskine, it 
was a close call. When Erskine 
came on os a replacement, he 
made a bigger impression lhan 
Halvey. but Eddie is still very 
much in the frame." 

McWeeney is one of eight 
full internationals in the Ireland 


A. team to play. Canada .- j 
R avenhill in Belfast ne 
Wednesday evening. 

_ The others are fufl-bai 
Ciaran Clarke, wing Darraj 
O’Mafaony, centre Jonathi 
BeU, fly-half Paul Burke, prt 
Peter Qohessy, lock Gabri 
Fulcher and flanker Dav 
Coricery. 

The Saracens scram-ba 
Brad Free, an Australian vrt 
has Irish qualifications, is alt 
included. 

Teams, Digest; page i 
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Burden falls on 
Scotland’s backs 


Missing a quartet of key 
players, the odds are 
against Scotland bucking 
the trend of their 
inauspicious record in 
pre-Chrisbnas home 
record when they face 
Australia at Murrayfield 
today. As Sfrnon Turnbull 
reports, though, the 

debut of a winger with 
an international family 
pedigree has raised 
hopes of an upset. 


November at Murrayfield has 
become wing and a prayer time 
even for Scotland’s finest 
Steamrollered (51-15) by the All 
Black machine in 1993, brushed 
aside (34-10) by the Spring- 
boks in 1994, held ( 15-15) by 


Western Samoa in 1994 and 
waltzed over (29-19) by the 
^MtUabies a year ago, tradition 
suggests the Scots ought not to 
have a prayer of beating Aus- 
tralia this afternoon. 

Rational analysis would in- 
dicate as much too, given the 
abs enc e from the Sm rtkh rant-^ 
of Doddie Weir, Tom Smith, 
Rob Wainwright and Rowen 
Shepherd. Against a pack 
patched up with a trio of debu- 
tants -hooker Grant McKeivey, 
lock Scott Murray and blind- 
side flanker Adam Roxburgh — 
Rod Macqueen’s unchangpH 
side will be expecting a rela- 
tively smooth passage, and a 
comfortable victory. 

Scotland’s strength lies be- 
hind the scrum. The trouble is 
that without Weir to challenge 
John Eales for line-out ball, the 
bollocking Smith to drive from 
the front-row and Wimwright 


SCOTLAND v AUSTRALIA 


ot MurrayftM 

D Hodge Wktsonans 15 S Larkham. 

J Craig^_ — West of Scotland M B Tune 

AStanger— Hawick B T Horan 

A Talt Newcastle 12 P Howard _ 

K Logan..- — W isps II | Roff 

G Townsend — Northampton 10 E Hadey„ 
A Nicol.. . . Bath, capt 9 G Gregan_ 

G McKeJvey Wktsonians 2 M Foley.. 

M Stewart Northampton 3 A Blades 

S Campbell. Dundee HSFP 4 j Langford _ 

S Murray — Bedford- 5 J Eales 

A Roxburgh Kelso 6 OFinegan. 


- Queensland 
-Queensland 
■ ACT 


— ..Queensland 

ACT 

NSW 

——Queensland 

NSW 

ACT 

.Queensland, capt 


I Smith — Moseley 7 

Substitutes 16 C Joiner fl ricMar) : 

17 C Cfniman (Mriro*ek W G Arm- 
strong (NeMadtk 19 S Grimes 
20 b Graham (Now- 
cnl$2l G Btlodi (Was of SaxbniQ. 

Referee: T Henning (South Africa) 


—Bath 8 WOfehengaue NSW 

osetey 7 B Robinson - ATT 


Substitutes 16 H Hardy (NSW); 
17 S Payne (NSW): IS A Heath 
(NSW); h H Capcuo (ACT): 20 M 
CoddNMt (Queenifandkal D Whan 
(Queensland). 

Kick-off: 10 (BBCI) 


to forage from the bade of the 
pack they might not get much 
of a chance to utilise it. 

The Scottishprayermustbe 
that a dash of Bravebeart spirit 
might make up a liberal measure 
of the app a rent gulf ftifmg that, 
there is always the wing -James 
Craig, the debutant right-wing. 

The Glasgow student is only 
20 but great expectations wffi be 
pinned on to his jersey when 
3pm comes round. 

Dougje Morgan, the Scot- 
land team mana ger, has com- 
pared him with Keith Fielding: 
“He's only player I can think of 
with the same kind of scalding 
burst off a standing start,” 
Morgan said. And Alan Thit can 
see shades of another cross- 
code speed merchant in hs new 
back-line colleague. 

“He reminds me of Martin 
Offiah when I first came across 
him at Whines,” the Newcastle 
centre said. “Martin could run 
like the wind and James is the 
same. He’s a flying machine and 
you’ve got to use what guys like 
that have got” 

Thit has already done as 
much. The powerhouse per- 
formance he gave for Scotland 
A in submerging a supposedly 
“Emergin g Wales” team in Jan- 
uary not only prompted his re- 
turn to the Internationa] union 
scene but brought Craig to a 
wider audience. 

Craig claimed a hat-trick 
that day but the West of Scot- 
land wing has become wary 
amid the mounting expectancy 
as his big day has approached. 
"The ea^ba scattering the eyes 
of the selectors," he said. “The 
harder part is justifying their 
faith sufficiently to ensure that 
you’re not a one-hit wonder.” 



Scotland’s coach Richie Dixon (left) talks to props David Hilton and Mattie Stewart 
during training at Murrayfield yesterday Photograph: David Rogers/Afisport 


That particular fear is a 
well-founded one in the Craig 
household. Tbday happens to be 
the 30th anniversary of the first 
and last cap Craig’s father col- 
lected as a Scottish footballer. 

Jim Craig - JC Senior - was ' 
the overlapping tight-back in 
the Celtic team that beat Inter- 
nazfonale in the 1967 European 
Cup final His sole appear- 
ance for Scotland was in a 3-2 
victory against Wales at Hamp- 
den Park that year. 

JC juniorwill not, however, 
be the only Scot behind the 
scrum under particular pressure 
to perform this afternoon. In- 
deed, the respective burdens 
borne by Andy Nicol Gregor 
Ibwnsend and Dtrncan Hodge 
are probably heavier. 


In collecting his first cap 
since 1994, Nicol will have to 
contend with George Gregan - 
in the estimation of Sid Going,' 
no less, the scrum-half world- 
leader at present In the ab- 
sence of Whinwright, he will 
also be Scotland’s team-leader. 

Outside the Bath captain, 
Ibwnsend gets his latest chance 
' to finally take up a lasting res- 
idency at No 10, while Hodge 
will be a stand-off standing in 
for Shepherd at full-back- The 
Wfctsonian has played for only 
10 minutes as a last-line since 
his Durham University days, but 
his place-locking could prove 
just as vital, especially if Eales 
is as wayward with the boot as 
he was in the 15-15 draw 
ag ainst England a week ago. 


Hodge padded up as a bat- 
and-ball international for his 
country before he helped to 
avert a threatened cricket seme 
on his debut for the oval-ball 
ride - as a replacement for 
Craig Chalmers in the 47-20 
pans info -match back in March. 
His latest exercise, unfortu- 
nately, could also be of a dam- 
age limitation nature. 

Not since July 1982, and a 
12-7 victory clinched by a Keith 
Robertson try at Ballymore, 
have Scotland whipped the 
Wallabies - or, for that matter, 
any one of the southern hemi- 
sphere superpowers. The pity 
is they might have had a fight- 
ing chance this afternoon -with 
their own particular super- 
powers in the pack. 


South Africa ‘can still learn’ from mighty. All Blacks 


South A&^ m^ be tire wjrid j.Vmann thinks his side must be- 
champions bet .they still . have. /comejndreruihJess - just like 
plenty to learn from the All the Kiwis. 


Blacks, so their, captain, Gary 
Teichmann, thinks. 

While England take on New 
Zealand at Old Trafford today. 
South Africa meet France in 
the second Tfest in Paris. Even 
though they beat their south- 
ern hemisphere rivals to win 
the World Cup Goal in Johan- 
nesburg two years ago, Tfcich- 


South Africa won the first 
Tfest 36-32 in Lyon last weekend, 
but faded alarmingly in the final 
20 minutes as the French 
fought bade and almost stole an 
unlikely victory. 

“We must learn from the All 
Blacks," Ifeichmann said. 
“When you are up like thar 
you've got to be able to finish 


i t all off by putting more points 
on the board." . -. • . - - • 

Back-to-back Tfest victories 
over Italy and France have giv- 
en the new-look South African 
team the ideal start io their Eu- 
ropean tour which sees them 
take on England, at Twicken- 
ham on 29 November, and 
Scotland, on 6 December at 
Murrayfield. 

Their coach, Nick MafleM 
said: “This team can still im- 


prove by 20 or 30 per cent, giv- 
. en time and given the confi- 
dence of playing together.” 

With the wing James Small 
the only survivor from the 
South African squad who re- 
turned to international rugby in 
1992,' the Springboks are in a 
state of flux as Malle 1 1 seeks to 
impose his values on the squad. 

"today's match, the last Paris 
tost to be played in the Ifarc des 
Princes before games are trans- 


ferred to new Stade de France, 
will be their sternest test yet on 
a tough five-Test tour. 

France are seeking to end 
a run of four defeats against 
South Africa, while the 
Springboks are hampered by 
injuries to their .scrum-half 
Joost van der Westhuizen and 
their full-back, Justin Swart. 
Van der Westhuizen has had 
to return home and will be re- 
placed by Werner Swanepoel 


who has never started a Test 
match before. 

France will go into the 
match with two changes to the 
ride who lost in Lyon. The gi- 
ant lock Olivier Merle replaces 
Fabien Pelous, adding power 
but reducing mobility, with 
David Venditli coming on to the 
right wing as a replacement for 
Laurent Leflamande. Glouces- 
ter’s Philippe Saint-AndnS cap- 
tains them. 


GOLF: WORLD CUP 


Johansson’s 
collapse gives 
Spain the edge 


Sweden’s challenge for 
their second World Cup 
victory suffered a blow 

when Per-Ulrik 

Johansson collapsed 
after the first round as 
Spain took over the lead. 
Andy Fane# reports from 
Kiawah Island, South 
Carolina. 


Per-Ulrik Johansson’s spiky 
hairstyle never looks far from 
unkempt at the best of times. 
Yesterday, as be teed off in the 
second round of the World 
Cup, the Swedish Ryder Cup 
player looked like the unwell 
man he was. 

The mere fact that Johans- 
son made it to the first tee was 
important because he had been 
on the verge of quitting, despite 
Sweden’s position at the top of 
the leaderboard, after collaps- 
ing io the clubhouse late on 
Thursday afternoon. 

Although he felt better yes- 
terday morning, Johansson was 
ready to retire at any time, leav- 
ing his partner, Joakim 
Haeggman, to continue solo in 
the individual competition. 
Even during his first-round 64, 
Johansson complained to his 
compatriot ot the 16th hole that 
he was feeling tired. His eight- 
under effort, combined with 
Haeggman 's 66, bad given tbe 
Swedes a three-stroke lead over 
Germany at 14 under par. 

Wonyingfy, something sim- 
ilar happened to the 30-year-old 
Johansson two weeks ago at the 
Sarazen World Open in Atlanta 
where, despite each of his 
rounds being worse than the 
one before, he finished 11th. 
“What’s scary is that nobody has 
been able to tell me what it is 
yet,” be said. 

At his own request, Jo- 
hansson was taken to a local 
hospital for teds. “I started feel- 
ing incredibly tired on the 
course yesterday and it just got 
worse when I was back in the 
clubhouse,” he said prior to the 
second round “I'll try to get 
through today’s round but 
won't get pumped up as Tm not 
sure about my energy level. My 
health must come first” 

Johansson, who won twice 


this year at the English and En- 


qualification for the 1991 Ryder 
Qip matcb at Kiawah Island, fo 
his rookie season, be won his 

maiden title, as well as being a 
member of the winning Sweden 
Dunbffl and World Cup teams. 

But he does not r^ret miss- 
ing out on the experience of 
play ing the Ocean Course six 
years ago, when it was a fax 
tougher proposition than this 
week. “Maybe it was a good 
thing I didn’t play in *91,” Jo- 
hansson said. “I didn’t come 
here with respect for the course. 
I just went out and killed it.” 

His 64 put him one behind 
Germany’s Aka: Cejka in tbe m- 
* dividual stakes. Yesterday, how- 
ever, not only was the breeze 
more worthy of the name, but 
die pins were tucked away in an 
attempt raise the scoring. Tbe 
Swedes made only one birdie 
in the first seven boles, thanks 
to Haeggman at the second, be- 
fore Johansson took a double 
bogey seven at the seventh. 

At 13 under, that left them 
three behind Spain, who were 
the big movers early in the 
round. Ignacio Garrido, whose 
father Antonio won the World 
Cup with Seve Ballesteros in 
1977 and is on caddie ing duty 
this week, birdied the first 
three holes and then the sixth 
and the eighth as the Ryder 
Cup player and the Cup play- 
er who never was, Miguel An- 
gel Martin, moved from nine 
under overnight to 16 tinder. 

The pair are good friends 
and Garrido was outspoken in 
his support of his partner, and 
his criticism of Ballesteros dur- 
ing tee controversy of Martin’s 
exclusion from the match at 
Valderrama. That did not stop 
Ballesteros playing the young 
Garrido four times and he came 
up with three vital half-points. 

With every score for each 
player counting, a team’s posi- 
tion can change rapidly. Eng- 
land’s pair of Raul Broadhurst 
and Mark James were lan- 
guishing at two under until 
they went six under for their last 
four holes of the first round. 

Tbe finale was capped by 
James holing his approach at 
the ninth for an eagle-two. Yet 
both went to tee turn in 37yes- 
terday to fall out of contention. 


QyOTES OF 
THE WEEK 

• The emblem of Tottenham 
Hotspur shows two ions and 
a cocksrel and 1 want my 
team to be a team of Sons. 
Christian Gross, new Spurs 
coach. 

• I want this to become my 
ticket to dreams. I came by 
underground because l 
wanted to know the way the 
fans feel coming to Spiffs. I 
want to show that I am one 
of them Gross, bofcSng up a 
Tube ticket at his first press 
conference. 

• If he put a mask on, cafied 
himself Geraklo Francisco 
and came back here tonw- 
fow things woiid turn around 
immediately. Alan Sugar. 
Spurs chairman, on Gerry 
Francis, who resigned as 

manager. 

• If the Titanic had been 
painted Sky Hue rt wouW 
never have sunk. Brian 
Richardson, Coventry City® 
chairman. 


SNOOKER 


Stevens makes a comeback 


Kirk Stevens, famous for his 
white suits and tbe 147 break 
he made in tee 1984 Benson 
and Hedges Masters, will return 
to the professional snooker 
circuit next season. 

Stevens, 39, retired from 
the professional game in 1993 
and returned to his home in 
Toronto after suffering from a 

loss of form and personal prob- 
lems. He is re-entering tbe 


a qualifying tournament in 
Canada that guarantees him a 
place among the 192 profes- 
sionals who will beau the main 

tour next season. 

Stevens overcame a field 
containing 10 past and present 
Canadian champions, and. if he 


hockey 

Reading ready to rally 


Tomorrow’s main action m 
the National League will cen- 
tre on the top-of-the-table 
Premiership meeting when 


sscxma-puuxu — - 

it third-placed Reading. A* 
the other end of the table. 


Doncaster scan 
dnb Guildford will be aerrt- 
t™- tht* Surrey dub. 


Soutegate’sviat to Read- 
ing could be a high-scoring 
g£ne, with both sides con^ 
mined to attack- ^ 
ter their double defeat by 
Canterbury, have sorted out 
their midfield, where them* 

in Egypt, and Joh ^ S k^ 

Southgate’s veteran of 

than 2 00 inreniflOOMlpR 

pcarauces. could be dec^e. 

Doncaster make the jour 
ney South confident ^ 
their fist victory of the sea 


son last week at Hounslow. 

Alan Stoves, the player-coach 
who played 3 sig nifican t part, 
described the win as Thome. 
Wb can now look forward 
with confidence to the trip to 
Guildford.” 

There is unlikely to be 
much confidence in the 
Guildford camp after they 


conceded seven kook* 

last 16 minutes of their game 

* r Vi . iin r Kt fni fn Flit thfi 


Cup last Sunday, losing 10-5. 

In the First Division last 
week, Alistair WBson, the 13- 
year-old son of thefonner in- 
ternational umpire, Iticbard, 

jwarie his League-debut for 
Sheffield against Isca to be- 
come the youngest Nation- 
al League player. He is again 
expected to be in the squad 
at home to Chelmsford to- 
morrow. 


comes through a play-off 
a gainst tbe winner of the sec- 
ond America Ibur qualifying 
event io May, he will be seed- 
ed directly through to the final 
stages of each ranking tourna- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, Jim McKenzie, 
chief executive of the World 
Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association, yesterday 
continued to lobby tony Blair 
over tbe proposed ban on to- 
bacco advertising. In an open 
letter to the Prime Minister, 
McKenzie said he was “sur- 
prised and disappointed” that 
the Government had grouped 
snooker together with other 
sports far less dependent on to- 
bacco sponsorship. 


TEST CRICKET 


Waughs make light work of New Zealand Ranatunga vents his anger 


New Zealand 217 
Australia 235-4 

The Waugh twins, Mark and 
Steve, yesterday shone with a 
century partnership as Aus- 
tralia took charge of the second 
Test against New Zealand un- 
der floodlights at the WACA 
Ground in Perth. 

The brothers took advantage 
of a role change that allowed 
them to bat on under lights 
when play would otherwise 
have been stopped because of 
bad light At dose on a rain-af- 
fected second day, Australia 
were 235 for 4 in reply to New 
Zealand's first innings of 217 aB 
out a lead of 18 runs. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Wfeon Kfatetot broke the att- 
est worid record on the book* and 
Marion Janes, the newest American 
Bprfaw; were named yestedw as tt» 
IMF athletes of the year for 1897. The 
KenyBivtxjm Wptetan who rtrra for 
Denmark, broke Sebastian Coefe 16- 
year-ott record of 1:4173 fa the 800 
metros when he ran 1:412* in Zurich 
onB August A week later in Cologne. 
Kta/ater lowered the mark to IMtl 
Jones emerged as a female version 
of Carl Lewis by docMng in the 


Ipswich Town have released the far- 
mer Tottenham midfielder Jason 
Dozzef star a short stay beck at Port- 
men Road on non-contract terns. 
The Liverpool irtdfietdsr David 
Thomp so n has lolned Swindon on a 
'one-month loen 

THURSOWS LATE RESULTS: Avon taaur- 
■DM Coetfoteon ne OhWcm: Quae* 
Nuk MnDsma B**xton 2 . Freest! LanM 
AuMWSIkriprikrl: MoneaiS Paris 
, mainO; Staaboup 2 Hweli a Itt—n Cry 
T7*d round Mcond t«p: Ftoma 2 Udnoa 1 




Tbe Waughs combined in a 
fourth- wicket stand worth 153 
runs after coming together with 
Australia in potential trouble on 
71 for 3. Mark Waugh missed 
a deserved century after scor- 
ing 86 runs with typical flam- 
boyance, ending a run of 
mediocre scores. 

Steve \lfeugb, as usual, 
played tbe more cautious, cir- 
cumspect role to finish on 79 not 
out and in sight of his 15th Tfcst 
century. However, he survived 
a chance on 40 when Stephen 

Fleming, the New Zealand cap- 
tain, dropped a relatively easy 
chance at first slip, much to the 
disappointment of the bowler, 
Geoff ABotL 

The floodlights at the 


WACA ground were switched 
on just before 6pm local time, 
allowing play to continue for a 
further 30 minutes to the sched- 
uled dose. Play was extended 
by one hour to compensate for 
the loss of three hours to rain. 

New Zealand won km 
NEW 2EALAND - Hrai femfew 217 (C D 
MeMtonsAC LCa>ros2;SKWvns4^9. 
AUSTRALIA - PM binfags 

*M A tmtof tow O’Connor 2 

M T G Oort e OConror b Calms 42 

G S Bewett cAsfleb OCornor 14 

M E Vlkugh e nvore b Oore 66 

S R Waugh not OUL .79 

11 A Heaty not out 3 

Baras 3 

TbW (lor 4) 235 

FA 1-3 2-53 3-71 4431. 

Tb bsc R T POrrina P n RsttW, S K Vtfama 
M S taproaricz. SH Cook. 

Bowfing (to dsM: DtxJ M-2-48-1 ; OOon- 
nor 17-2-90-2; Calms 134-33-1; Vbttori 
1B-63&0; Alott 12-2-47-0. 

Umpires: DBHaJr (Aus) and G Sharpe 
(En®. 



THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Express 
&4K Cenftf 3 BsshSMota & 

Motor racing 

Cuba Is Wweetsd in becoming part 
of the grand prix rackn dreut and 
vwnts to stage a race In the yeerZXXX 
A stafamertxrom the office of NM Lau- 
da. a Ihrae-time farmer Formula One 
champion, said Lauda and live oth- 
ers fa Cuba on behalf of the the For- 
mula One Impresario, Bemte 

Ebdestona found the government 
"veiy exerted* about the prospect of 
holdfag the Sand Prtx of Havana The 
Fomaia One delegation atoo is "very 
much fa favor otf thb proposal,’ the 
statement safe! 


Sri Lanka 369 
India 293-4 


Aijuna Ranatunga, the Sri Lan- 
kan captain, yesterday dashed 
with the umpire Srinivas \feo- 
lcataraghav an in Mohali as India 
laboured to take control of the 
first'll, despite a century from 
the opener Nayjot Sidhu. 

During a dull third day’s play 
marked by slow scaring and neg- 
ative bowling, India took their 
overnight score of 91 for 0 to 293 
for 4 by stumps, 76 runs behind. 

Sidhu made 131, his ninth 
Tfest century, but his effort was 
overshadowed by a heated ex- 
change between Ranatunga 
and Venkataragbavan after 


CLUB MATCH: Edntxagh Acaba FYsSUnts 
XV450sridSotoXV6a 


lunch when tbe Indian umpire 
turned down two appeals for 
bat-pad catches against Sidhu, 
who was then on 110, during an 
over from the spinner Muttiah 
Muralitearan. Ranatunga an- 
grily walked np to the umpire 
and remonstrated with him. 

Mix won ten 

SRI LANKA — Hwt htnkigm 36S (MSAf- 

W ^ S TJmrija S3; J Srinadi 
A Kuruvla 4-88). 

INDIA -Rnthwbns 

(Overnight S', far of 

N S Sxfu run cut 

tN R Moogia b Mmdtfnron „j57 

R S Drnno C Ramuiga b Jayasunya .34 
*S R TbntJdtar c Dhanmsena 

bjnauiya 23 

MA2h8ruddfanc»o5m S3 

S C Ganguly not out 7 

Extras (brzbZrt&wZ) 18 

total (torfa 263 

FUfc 1-120 2-214 34259 4-2N. 

Bowdna (todsto): Vaas ©-7-42-0; S C do 
Sfta 17&450; Dtemma 2S&4SO; Mu- 

raMharan 51-9-90-1; jMaurlj«30-1Z-5B-2. 
Umpires: S Vfonfcdwsghaian (k*l) and S 
A Bucfcntx (WIV 




TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The chest size in inches 
of a spedaly made Birm- 
ingham City football shirt 
that has been produced 
for BritaWs heaviest man. 
Barry Austen, a Ifetong 
Ian of the St Andrew^ 
dut* weighs 50st 
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Massive attack of egomania and how I cut stars down to size 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 



People think being a football 
manager is just a matter of 
picking a team and playing gpM 
— but it's much more complex 
than that. Yon have to be a fa- 
ther figure to your players, 
someone they can trust, some- 
one who’ll support them when 
they’re down. 

lake Duane Spice, our su- 
permodd midfielder. He’s hav- 
ing a terrible time, he was 
booed off last week and he 
came to me in despair. “I think 
Tm breaking up, boss,” he said. 
“People keep telling me I was 
never any good, just over-hyped 
by a clever agent on the basis 
of a nice set of pins, a moody 
jawline, a pop singer girlfriend 
and that hat-trick against Man- 
chester United two years ago." 

“That’s rubbish, ] told him, 
your legs are no better than lan 
Ormondroyd, you've a jaw 
like Peter Beardsley and your 
girlfriend snores. Now go out 
there and start playing or 
you’re dropped.” 


Humour. That’s the only 
way. 

Mind, IVe needed a laugh 
this week. Kit Mann, ray coach, 
has been arrested at Dover car- 
rying & van load of bootleg 
booze. IFsatembfebkjwtoour 
preparations, we'd pat all the 
kitty money into that run and 
the Christinas Party’s going to 
be a dud if we can’t get hold 
of some cheap bevvies some- 
where. It looks like we’re go- 
ing to have to put a few calls 
through to Carling. Thank 
God the Premiership’s got a 
brewery as sponsor s, im agine 
if it was the-Castrol GTTX Pre- 
miership. 

Not that Fm sure well ever 
get through to Carling, we’ve 
a new temp in the office as the 

last secretary has been sus- 
pended after making some 
scurrilous allegations about 
sexual harassment. The new 
one’s completely scatty, oddly 

dressed and usually late. When 
she came, into my office I said. 


as I always do, “take a letter. 
Miss Jones”. 

“Which one,” die said, gig- 
gling. Then she - stopped, 
looked serious, and said,. “Is 
this a test?” Anyway, Bridget 
doesn't seem to interested m 
the nuts and bolts of the job, 
just the nuts of the first team, 

Tve already nanghf hi»r malting 

eyes at Duane - that's when 
she's not filling in her diary. 
Kit being indisposed has 


mg ground, which hasn’t been 
much fan. in the rain. It’s been 
quiet as Ego Massive got de- 
layed coming -back from a 
World Cup qualifier in South 
America. Apparently his plane 
wasn’t as big as he expected and 
it only flew to an unlit field by 
the Mesrico-US border. He had 
to hitch the rest of the way and 
he’s come back with a terrible 
cold. He’s sneering all the time. 

World Cup fever is all the 
cage of course. Three of the 
squad have decided they're 


Jamaican and they’ve been 
onto Robbie Earle to get them 
ia the squad. Delbert .and 
Leroy have a shout as their par- 
ents are Jamaican — butl think 
Brian Hedonbottom might be 
struggling. Owning a Bob Mar- 
ley-record and OBce drinking 
Red Stripe at a party in 
Ki ng ston, Surrey, might not be 
enough - even Jack Chariton' 
needed some kind of distant 
relative to have Irish connec- 
tions. 

Hmmphh. Bridget's just 
asked me: Do I look the kind 
of girl to go with a man who 
dyes his hair black?* J don't 
suppose ‘Yes' is the right an- 
swer. Not that I do. 

Actually, Tm thinking of 
having it all shaved off Bald is 
in. Look at Spurs. Out goes 
Gerry, whose hair had got so 
long at the back he bad to move 
it aside when sitting down, 
and in. comes a Swiss geezer 
with a scalp like a ski slope. 
He’s not alone, everybody 


loves Jim Smith, Howard's 
back at . Everton and Ray 
Wilkins is always on the telly 
and has a job at Harrods FC- 

Besides, I need a change of 
luck. We’ve lost a couple re- 
cently and are in big trouble at 
the bottom. Judging ty the way 
SirHiremFirem is lobbying hfe 
feflow Premiership chairman to 
- shaft the Football League and 
reduce promotion and relega- 
tion to two teams (or less) he’s 
equally Worried- 

Given oar position (the 
team that is* not me and Brid- 
get) l could do without losing 
Sbmih Prone again. He has nip- 
ple rash after test-running the 
new kit -we've told the press 
he has flu, don't want to affect 
Christmas sales. Ivor Niggle’s 
also out with an eye infection 
after jabbing it with the aerial 
from his toobfiephone. Looks 
like FD have to pick Duane 
Spice after afl. 

Barry Gaffer was talking to 
Glenn Moore 


Major weekend 
fixtures and 
pools check 

3.0 unless stated 


TODAY 


FA Carting Premiership 

1 Aston Vito v Ewtan. 

2 Btacfcbum v Chelsea 

3 Deny v Coventry — 

4 Leicester v Briton 

5 Liverpool v Barnsley — .... 

8 Newcastle v Sou tham pt o n 

7 Sheffield Wad v Arsenal 

8 Wimbledon v Manchester Utd — 


Nicholson 
cleared of 
drug charge 



Nationwide League 
First Division 

9 Bury v Smdartand .... — .... 

tO Crewe v Stockport 

11 Manchester City v Bradford City .. 

12 Harwich City v Oxford 

13 Nottm Forest v Charlton 

14 Port Mae v Sheffield Utd 

15 Oil: •Portsmouth v VMve& 

18 QPfl v Huddorafiafd 

17 Aucftig v fcswfcfi — - 

IB Swindon v MMdeSbnxjgfi 

19 Traimtre v Stoke — — 

• Postponed due to Irmmahonat caV- 
upa (poots panel wtH adjudicate). 


Second Divirion 

20 Btodtpool v Ybrtc. 

21 Bournemouth v Cartels 

23 Qrinrat^'v'BuTS^!!^, 

24 Luton vWateal 

25 MwaB* Chesterfield 

26 NortHerapIbn VWatkJrd ' \!L 


28 SoiAtiond v Bristol Revere A 

29 vstfab , 

30 Wrexham « Plymouth — — .. 


Third Division 

31 Brighton v Cardiff ... — 

32 Cotcheser v Lincoln City — 

33 Darfingtonv Cambridge Utd, M . — 

34 Donc ast er v Rochdale 

35 Exeter v Shrewsbury.. — - — 

36 Hartlepool v Barnet — , — _ — ., 

37 Layton Orient <r Notts County 

38 Macclesfield v Hul ............. 

39 Rater b orough v Mansfield — 

- Scarborough v Rotherham ... — .» 

- Oft *Swarjseo v Chester ...... 

- Torquay v Sctfrthwpe — 

* Postponed due lo ttscSumsalely prob- 
lems. 


Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Celtic v Dundee Utd ..... — ..... 

41 Dinfermftnev Aberdeen ......... 

42 Motfwnrot v Rangers. — 

43 St Johnstone v Ktoemtan 


First Division 

44 Ayr v Airdrie — ............. 

46 Dundee v Marlon — . — 

48 Fahirfc v Ratth 

47 Particfc v St fcfcnan 

48 StMng v Harntton. — — 


Second Division 

4g Clyde v Inverness CT 

- Clydebank v Livtogston 

- East Fife v Stranraer, 

- FOrtor v Stenhousern* 

- Queen of the South v Brechin . 


Third Division 

- AJbtan Rovers v Cowdenbeath — 

- Arbroath v Aloa 

- East Stirling v Berwick 

- Ousenb Bar* v Dunbarton. 

- Ftaaa County v Montrma 


TOMORROW 


FA Carling Premiership 
Leeds v West Ham (4Q 


Nationwide League 
First Division 

West Brom v Brnringham (UJ) 


Bell's Scottish League 
Premier Division 
Hearts v Khnamock (2£Q 


The West Bromwich defender 
Shane Nicholson was yesterday 
cleared of wilful misconduct af- 
ter failing a random drugs test 

A Football Association dis- 
ciplinary commission accepted 
Nicholson's explanation, after a 
witness gave evidence that the 
player's drink had been spiked 
at a party 36 hours previously. 
The former Lincoln and Derby 
player had tested positive for 
amphetamines. 

However, the FA did find 
Nicholson guilty of a technical 
, miscppduct charge and, after 
• ' the two-boor hearing at Lan- 
caster Gate, warned players. 
Iu ‘ against spending* tude'inrars 
frequented by drug-users. 

Swansea City have been 
forced to postpone today's 
Third Division match against 
Chester after their Vetch Field 
ground was ruled unsafe fol- 
lowing safely inspections by 
dry council officials. The prob- 
lems indude loose masonry, the 
lack of a back-up electridty gen- 
erator and an inadequate in- 
ternal radio network. 

The West Ham striker John 
Hartson has been fined £1,000 
by the FA and warned about his 
future conduct following com- 
ments made about the referee, 
Mike Reed. 

Hartson branded Reed a 
“homer" and said he deserved 
“none out of 10" for bis per- 
formance in the Hammers' 
match at Leicester on 27 Oc- 
tober. He subsequently apolo- 
gised for his remarks. 

Hartson, the Premiership’s 
leading scorer with 14 goals this 
season in all competitions, also 
wrote a letter of apology to 
Read and repeated his regret 
over the incident when he ap- 
peared before an. FA discipli- 
nary committee yesterday- 

West Ham have signed the 
Portuguese international for- 
ward, Paulo Alves, on a three- 
month loan from Sporting 
Lisbon, with a view to a per- 
manent transfer. 


Blackburn's manager Roy 
Hodgson yesterday confirmed 
that he is trying to tie the Eng- 
land striker, Chris Sutton, to a 
long-term contract. Hodgson 
said: “It's important that the 
best players stay here, but there 
is no hurry over Sutton, who has 
two years left on his contract” 

Debt-ridden Oxford United 
will listen to offers for any of 
their players, the club an- 
nounced yesterday. Goalkeep- 
er Phil Whitehead and striker 
Nigel Jemson were both placed 
on the, transfer list earlier this . 
week but tire dub has made it 
dear.that evety player is for safe. 

^ Oxford's'* managing direc- 
tor, Keith Cox, said the dub are 
“miflions" in the red and have 
budgeted for further losses of 
£800,000 this year, but he in- 
sisted they were not about to go 
into receivership because their 
major creditors were being co- 
operative. 

Bruce Riocb has turned 
down an approach to become 
Northern Ireland’s new man- 
ager. Jon Boyce, the Irish Foot- 
ball Association president who. 
along with its general secretary 
David Bowen, has been charged 
with finding Bryan Hamflton’s 
successor, revealed that he had 
sounded out the former Arse- 
nal mnager. Boyce claimed that 
Rioch, who lost his job as 
Queen’s Park Rangers’ assistant 
manager earlier this month, 
was not interested because he 
was Hiring up another job. 

Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manager, has 
signed his younger brother, 
Martin, who will act as a scout 
on a world-wide basis. United 
used him in the search which 
uncovered the Chilean striker 
Marcelo Salas; whom the man- 
ager is planning to watch in ac- 
tion for Argentina’s River Plate. 

Martin is no newcomer to 
football He coached at Hi- 
bernian for 11 years but left 
Easter Road in a backroom 
shake-up last season. 




Aberdeen hope the appointment yesterday of Alex Miller as manager, in succession to 
Roy Ahken, will revive their fortunes Photograph: Craig HaJkett/Daily Record 


Miller takes Aberdeen call 


Aberdeen yesterday appointed 
Alex Miller, the Scotland No 2, 
as their new manager, hoping he 
can spark a much-needed re- 
vival at Pittodrie. 

Miller, who left bis assistant 
manager’s job at Coventry, suc- 
ceeds Roy Aitken, dismissed 
earlier this mouth after record- 
ing just two league wins in a dis- 
mal start to the season. Miller 
starts on Monday, leaving 
Keith Buriansbaw, the care- 
taker manager. in charge for the 
second and last time against 
Dunfermline at East End Park. 

Celtic will be without three 
vital members for the Coca- 
Cola Cup final dress rehearsal 
against Dundee United at fttrk- 
bead. With the sides meeting 
again at Ibrox tomorrow week, 
today’s match could provide a 
timely boost, though Cedric find 
themselves feeling the strain of 
Wednesdays 1-1 draw against 
Rangers with the central de- 
fenders, Alan Stubbs and Marc 


Rieper, injured, while Craig 
Burley is suspended 

With the leaders Hearts fac- 
ing Kilmarnock at Tynecastle to- 
morrow, Rangers have the 
chance to resume their custom- 
ary place at the top of the Scot- 
tish Premier Division. However, 
Whiter Smith, the manager, is 
taking nothing for granted for 
the trip to Motherwell who 
surprised Celtic with a 2-0 suc- 
cess at Parkhead last week. 
Smith said: “We haven't en- 
joyed the best of success against 
Motherwell in recent times. In 
the last tw matches at IbroK they 
have beaten us and got a draw." 

Smith is without the injured 
Brian Laudrup. plus the sus- 
pended trio, Paul Gascoigne, 
Rino Gatiuso and Gordon 
Duric, but Sergio Rmini returns 
to the defence. 

Motherwell are still chasing 
a first league home win of the 
season but the striker Owen 
Coyle believes that is far from 


out of the questioa He said: 
“We migjht be underdogs, but 
we have a chance as we proved 
last week in beating Celtic. We 
know bow good Rangers are, 
but they were involved in some 
game with Celtic in midweek 
and are bound to be tired." 

Hibernian have been lifted 
ahead of their visit to McDi- 
armid Park to free St Johnstone 
with the unsettled midfielder 
Pat McGinJay agreeing a new 
three-year deal Jim Duffy, the 
manager, admits the need for 
points is urgent as six consecu- 
tive defeats have seen them 
slump to eighth. He said; “You 
have to keep believing that 
what you are doing is the cor- 
rect thing , but we need three 
points on the board quickly." 

Paul Sturrock, the Saints 
manager, added “Hibs will be 
more dangerous with their recent 
run of results, but we need vic- 
tory ourselves as the last two re- 
sults have been disappointing." 


Ndah joins Swindon’s promotion push 


Bryan Robson's Middlesbrough 
travel to Swindon today know- 
ing they can go above their op- 
ponents if they win. It would be 
unwise, however, for them to 
underestimate their promotion 
rivals. 

While just three points and 
two places separate the dubs at 
the moment, a much greater di- 
vide exists between their re- 
spective resources, but Swindon 

have thus for been able to sus- 
tain their promising start to the 
season. 

Yesterday, as the Wiltshire 
side completed the £400,000 
signing of Crystal Palace strik- 
er George Ndah, Middles- 
brough’s assistant manager Viv 
Anderson insisted Swindon 
have all the credentials to claim 
a Premiership place next season. 

“People may wonder 
whether Swindon can sustain 
their run, but Barnsley were 
promoted last season - if you 
work hard for one another you 
get success," he said. “We are 


in confident mood after the 
Coca-Cola Cup win over Bolton 
in midweek, but the Swindon 
game will not be easy." 

Ndah is likely to make his de- 
but for Swindon, with Chris 
Hay, their top scorer, suspend- 
ed. The on-loan Tony Warner 
will retain his place, as Swin- 
don’s two other goalkeepers are 
injured. Middlesbrough will 
welcome the return of Nigel 
Pearson and Andy Townsend, 
both rested in midweek. 

The other big match of the 
day is at the City Ground be- 
tween the leaders Nottingham 
Forest and sixth-placed Charl- 
ton, who lie five points adrift of 
their opponents. 

Like Anderson, Forest’s 
manager Dave Bassett is full of 
a dm iration for his Charlton 
counterpart, Alan Curbishley, 
who has masterminded a de- 
termined promotion challenge 
despite meagre resources. 

“Alan has done a marvellous 
job at Charlton," said Bassett, 


who is used to managing on a 
shoestring from his time at 
Wimbledon. 

Forest are likely to field a 
side unchanged from last week, 
when they beat Birmingham, 
while Charlton may have strik- 
ers Mark Bright and Steve 
Jones back in contention. 

Manchester City manager 
Frank dark attempts to lift his 
ride away from the relegation 
zone against Bradford City at 
Maine Road Clark’s men lie 
just a point . off bottom place 
having collected only nine 
points from a possible 27 at 
home this season. 

The Maine Road captain, 
Et Symons, said: ‘‘Eveiyone can 
see the quality we have got in 
the squad, there is no doubling 
that. It’s getting it together at 
the r ffl * time that has become 
the problem. But there is no 
gpod having this potential we 
have got to get out there and 
prove tL We know we are 
capable of doing that, it’s the 


frustrating thing for us as well 
as the crowd. 

“It's just ns infuriating for us 
as it is for them. But the one 
positive tiring is that the team 
spirit and morale throughout 
the camp has remained at a rea- 
sonable level” 

Sheffield United, denied the 
chance to move above Middles- 
brough into fourth place with a 
1-1 draw at Bradford City on 
Tuesday, travel to Port \fcle with 
the Blades' manager, Nigel 
Spaceman, likely to field an un- 
changed team. 

Sunderland will be without 
seven players for their trip to 
Buiy and have sold Chris Byrne 
to Stockport for £250,000 after 
he failed to settle in the north- 
east. Buiy will include Kenny 
Dalglish's son, Paul in their 
side, having signed the mid- 
fielder on loan from Newcastle 
until the end of the season -just 
hours after Newcastle signed 
Dalglish Jnr from Liverpool 
- Nick Harris 


Barnwell insists directors of 
football are the way ahead 


The League Managers* Asso- 
ciation believes installing a di- 
rector of football at dubs is “the 
way forward" for the game. 

John Barnwell, the LMA 
chief executive, said: “This is the 
way forward. But each club is 
different. Walsall will do things 
in a different way to Arsenal 
but the principles are the same. 

“Wc have to be clear about 
the role of a director of football 
There’s no point taking him on 
if he is going to be doing the 
same thing as the coach, Wfe are 
trying to make the job more spe- 
cific. 

“Managers are brought into 
a dub for their football knowl- 
edge and they’re expected to do 
three or four other jobs for the 
dub, which are highly qualified 
in this day and age. There is no 
defined role yet We are in the 
process of investigating and we 
want to do is build up a struc- 
ture for all dubs to work around. 

“We do not envisage a hard 


and fast structure for a director 
of football, but each dub will 
have to define his role. For ex- 
ample, if the coach wants a left- 
back, does the director of 
football go out and get him for 
him? Or does the coach say ‘this 
is the player 1 want -go and get 
him for me?’ And who does all 
the financial aspects? Who sorts 
out recruitment and the scout- 
ing system? . 

“The manager’s role was 
barely sustainable 10 years ago, 
but it is now impossible. The 
workload is impossible." 

Barnwell and bis colleagues 
have been studying the way 
continental football bas adapt- 
ed to the change in the man , 
agerial role but they mil not 
employ the European style as 
their blueprint for tbe future. 

“We have done a survey in 
Italy and Holland and wfll be 
looking to France shortly, where 
they all have head coaches but 
also managers." 
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Derby’s debt to 

Coventry manager 


Shame on Pride Park if the TUF 

name Harry Storer means CY-F1TES 

little to most of those who Wy fcA rlLXu 

gather for today’s meeting. 

of Derby « manager at ffighfield 

the second of two lengthy spells ^ keeDer cafled Peter 

Road, Brian 
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Fans ready to vent anger if Iran fall at final hurdle 




Terry Venables and his 
Australian team are in 

Iran on the last lap of a 

long journey which they 
hope will end with a 
place fn the World Cup 
finals. Cfive White 

describes what awaits 

them in Tehran. 


As the minutes tick by towards 
. today’s kick-off at high noon 
Y GMT ™ toe Azadi Stadium, 
Tfchran, one imagines that Aus- 
tralia’s young ftwtbaliers will be 
feeling about as lonely and ex- 
posed as Marshall WO] Kane, 
alias Gary Cooper, when he 
faced the Frank Miller gang in 
the dassic western of that name. 

Only, on this occasion, the 
local “townsfolk” will be rather 
more passionately committed 
than those of Hadleyvifle - all 
100,000 of them. 

For 10 days, ever since it be- 
came evident that Iran would 
not qualify directly for next 
summer's World Cup finals, the 
tension in Tbhran has been 
boDding. It had been feared that, 
jw because Saturday was a wor king 

T day, it might affect the gate, but 
now all afternoon work in the 
capital has been suspended. It 
promises - or rather threatens 
- to be the mother of all crowds. 

“It’s become a matter of life 
and death to them,” said 
Hamid Reza Khaladj, an Iran- 
ian translator for Fjfa, this 
week - with a rather more 
chilling sense of realism than 
Bill Shankfy ever intended with 
a similar remade. “The news- 
papers are trying to calm the 
people but everyone here is 
very, very angry. If we lose the 
game, personally I think a dis- 
aster will happen.” 

He meant figuratively 
speaking rather than literally - 
I think. The hostility which is 
welling Dp inside the I ranians 
is not, however, aimed at the 
opposition. Australia w01 be 
much relieved td hefcr, but at; 
their own officials and pi ayers, ' 
whose negBgence they bkEate 
has been responsible for con- 
demning them to the lottery of 
the play-ofls. Particularly since 



Capello seeks 
morale boost 
for Milan 

Milan's Fabio Capello and In- 
ter's T Simoni, two master 
craftsmen of Sent A manage- 
ment, must rejig their teams af- 

, nf Gfn>noth 


Images of Iranian religious leaders look down on supporters at the Azadi Stadium in Tehran 


these play-offs have begun to 
look less and less like a lottery 
and more and more like a 
banker Aust ralian victory. 

Up until just a couple of days 
ago, Iran faced the prospect of 
having to play the first leg 
without five of their key play- 
ers. four of them picked up sec- 
ond yellow cards in last 
Sunday’s Asian play-off against 
Japan, a defeat which pined 
them into ths duel with the win- 
ners of the Oceania group, the 
final play-off to determine the 
32nd and last country to qual- 
ify for France. 

Fortunately for them, fol- 
lowing si visit on Mo'njfay by the 
Fjfa ’prfcsidVi^Tttao - Have- 
lange, world football’s govern- 
ing body revoked the bookings 
on the grounds that Iran had 


been at more risk of receiving 
cautions than Australia, having 
played many more games. 
However, the suspension of 
Karim Bagberi, sent off in the 
final group match against Qatar 
for punching an opponent, still 
stands for the first leg. The ul- 
timate libero, Bagberi was the 
player who scored seven goals 
in a World Cup record 17-0 win 
against the Maldives in June. 

Since those beady days of 
the first round of qualification 
it has all gone awry for Iran, 
with much of their problems 
self-imposed. Many of the play- 
- ers were unhappy with the ap- 
; pointment— of Mohammad 
< MayeHrobaftas coach apd the- 
disaffection eventually boiled 
over in a blazing row at the pre- 
match lunch for the final qual- 


ifying match against Qatar. It 
has been suggested that the 
players deliberately lost the 
game in order to rid themselyes 
of the coach, confident that they 
could beat Japan in the Asian 
play-off if it came down to that 

Their show of player pow- 
er was enough to rid themselves 
of Mayelikohan but was no 
match for the co-hosts of World 
Cup 2002, at least not in less- 
than-neutral Malaysia. 

Iran’s Olympic coach, a 
B razilian called VaJdir Viera, 
has been promoted to lake 
temporary charge of the na- 
tional team, but it smacks of 
desperate measures. Only this 
week the Iran Football Feder- 
ation, which is facing mounting 
criticism, let it be known that 
it intended to appoint Arie 


Kewell may earn start for Socceroos 


Terry Vfenables s set to give the 
exciting young Leeds United 
striker Harry Kewell Che re- 
sponsibility for firing Australia 
to the World Cup finals. 

The 19-year-old is likely to 
link up with Mark Viduka in the 
Socceroos’ attack when they 
take on Iran in the first leg of 
their qualifying playoff in the 
intimidating atmosphere of 
Tehran today. 

It would be a World Cup de- 
but for Kewell, who has been 
capped three times, but Ven- 
ables, Australia's coach, has no 
doubts about his ability. 

Kewell previously played 
for the international side as a 
wing-back but prefers to play 
up front. The consensus is that 
Kewell will replace Graham 
Arnold to play alongside Vidu- 

ka against Iran. He sees him- 
self as that kind of player. 
He’s a young boy so you don’t 


want to complicate the issue by 
making things different,” Ven- 
ables said. 

“Everyone is up for it. Wfe’U 
be delighted with any result so 
we can go back to Melbourne 
with the smell of it up our 
noses.” The second leg is on 29 
November - the winners qual- 
ify for the finals in France. 

Australia’s captain, Alex Tb- 
bin, added: “We’re under no il- 
lusions that we must deal with 
a pressure situation, but we’re 
more excited than intimidated. 
A lot of our players thrive on 
the big-match atmosphere." 

The team flew into Iran 

yesterday from Dubai -but only 

because Venables wanted to 
have one training session at the 
match venue before the flood- 
lights were switched on. 

The West Ham winger Stan 
Lazaridis has declared himself 
available for selection after 


completing his first full train- 
ing session just before the team 
departed from Dubai. 

When the Socceroos ar- 
rived in Tehran they were all 
smiles and compliments, fol- 
lowing a week of charges and 
counter-charges about Iranian 
fans, food and water. 

“We have received an ex- 
cellent reception, and every- 
thing has been marvellous," 
Australia’s ambassador to 
Iran, Stuart Hume, said after 
welcoming the team at the air- 
port. “Evenif our team doesn’t 
win here, it won’t be because of 
a lack of hospitality or any such 
problems.” 

Home's remarks seemed to 
be aimed at downplaying com- 
ments by the Australian Foot- 
ball Federation's chairman, 
David HflL, about conditions in 
Iran, which stirred a minor 
diplomatic row with Iran last 


week and angered Fife, world 
football’s ruling body. 

H21 had said he feared for 
the safely and health of his play- 
ers because of rowdy spectators, 
contaminated water, bad food 
and the tensions between 
neighboring Iraq and the Unit- 
ed States. But on Thursday in 
Dubai, where the Socceroos 
trained all week, Hill said his 
players were looking forward to 
today’s match. 

Hill said his comments 
about conditions in Iran were 
based on information provid- 
ed by the Australian Foreign 
Ministry. “The logistical night- 
mare we spake about was not 
a concern of Iran. Ws had to get 
our coaches and players from 
different countries at such a 
short notice,” he added. 

• Today’s match in Tfehran is 
being televised live by Eurosport 
(noon BST kick-off). 


Kremlin gets tough with national failures 


■ RUSSIA 

The Kremlin’s patience has 


snapped after Knssia sranure 

to reach the World Cup finals 
for the first time in 20 years - 

and it now intends to play a 
bigger rote m running football, 
'■ Rossr a’s sports minister sard 
this week. 

prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin was “terribly 
displeased and very angrjT 
with Russia’s 1-0 defeat mlrafy 
last Saturday which ended 
their hopes of reaching the 

fmals in France next yeah 
the sports minister, Leonid 
TVacachev, said- 
J “president Yeltsin was also 
urit h the ooor per- 


to the flak from above. “What to avoid the major player mu- 
Chemomyrdin said about the times that marked the brief 
players, his angry words, his tenures of his predecessors, 
displeasure, were entirely un- Oleg Romantsev and Pavel 
fair,” he said yesterday. “His Sadirin, is under contract until 
government hasn’t spent a next August 

5°P“* “ TT PORTUGAL 

football since 

1992, so what 
is he talking 
about?” 

The coach 
of the national 
team, Boris Ig- 
natiev, said he 
was ready to 

but added that AROUND ssfaft 

£>£"? THE 

“■SCft WORLD — 


fonnance ot Knssia * — 

who felled to show true Russ- 

ian character 'he added 



Benfica’s coach, 
Graeme Souness 
has had a dream 
start at the Lisbon 
giants. Two victo- 
ries in two match- 
es have helped 
Souness to forget 


t nemomyi — 

a meeting earfynert ®ontii 

with Russia’s football feder f 
cion to try to find answ^ 
the game’s problems- i»e 
sta i g wanted more say m 
wav the game nos ntt*® 
"The Russian Football 

Union's president, 

Kolosfeov, responded angrily 


out of his job. 

“First, I’ve 
a contract with 

the federa- 
tion,” Ignatiev 
said. “Second, 
Fve no offer of 
other work. 
And, third, Fm 


BY 

RUPERT 

METCALF 


lifted the hopes of 
the success- 
starved fans of 
the former Euro- 
pean champions. 

“On a wave of 
euphoria” was 
how the news- 
paper Record 


apoormaiLlf I'd a lot of greeted the Jf) defat of d* 

money, maybe I'd hand in my high-fljmg northern dt*&o 
notice nonvBut I can’t will- AvernthePOrtagnereCmp^ 
inglygive up my job.” metend Howi«,ftefonner 

%S»tohasnianaged Lwapool and Southampton 


away. “We need to get better," 
Souness warned. “Wfe are look- 
ing for a big improvement,” 

EL SALVADOR 

Police and football officials in 
San Salvador said this week 
they are investigating claims 
that Salvadoran coaches and 
players were bribed prior to a 
2-2 draw with Jamaica in 
November that helped the 
Caribbean team qualify for the 
World Cop finals. 

A source at the Salvadoran 
football federation, who spoke 
on tiie condition be was not 
named, said: “A possible bribe 
of players and the coach is 
being investigated.” He said 
there were claims that a 
Jamaican official had come to 
the country before the match, 
registered at a hotel under a 
false name and distributed 
bribes. 

The president of the fed- 
eration, Juan Tbrres, has dis- 
missed the story as a 
fabrication, a$ has the ac- 
cused Jamaican official, who 
is consulting his lawyers. 


Haan, the former Feyenoord 

r parfi, as national coach Should 

the team make it to France. 

This feeling of being robbed 
of what they perceive as right- 
fully theirs goes back even fur- 
ther, to the 1970s when Iran 
were the undisputed leaders of 
their continent's footbaR as re- 
flected in three consecutive 
victories in the Asian Ctip from 
1968 to 1976. 

Scottish fans will recall only 
too vividly how Ali Ptirvin’s 
“no-hopers” made a fool of 
them in the 1978 World Cup in 
Argentina (even if Scotland’s 
manager, Aliy MacLeod, ueed- 
: ed little help in that direction)* 
. .’ U ntil then, with the sole ex- 
ception of North Korea's Her- 
culean effort in 1966, Asia had 
achieved next to nothing on the 


world stage, but Iran’s poten- 
tial, like that of the Koreans, 
was soon dissipated, first by the 
all-consuming eight-year war 
with Iraq and then by the Is- 
lamic revolution, which did 
not take football seriously. 
But, slowly, attitudes are 
changing. 

Interest in football is in- 
creasing all the time and grad- 
ually the government is waking 
up to the fact that the game is 
capable of doing considerably 
more for the country’s image 
than wrestling, hitherto its 
most successful sport, could 
ever manage! Big business has 
Jong since realised foe com- 
mercial possibilities of such vasL 
crowds. 

Senior football in Iran is 
semi-professional, even though 


Photograph: Popperfoto 


leading dubs like Pirouzi 
(which is “victory” in Persian) 
and Esteghlal (“Indepen- 
dence”) are regularly watched 
by crowds of more than 50,000. 
Only a few players earn a Irv- 
ing abroad, although three of 
their best are thriving in the 
German Bundesligo: Khoda- 
dad Azizi for Cologne, and 
Ali Daei and Bagheri for 
Arminia Bielefeld. 

Iran must hope that the 
Italian referee, Pierluigi Pairet- 
to. looks upon them as benev- 
olently as he did the Germans 
at the climax of Euro 96. As for 
the Australians, if they can 
keep their nerve, just as our 
Gary dui_m. High Noon, and., 
more importantly be first on foe 
draw, it could all end happily for 
El Thl's boys. 


on tire eve of the 127th Milan 
derby today. 

- Milan’s captain, Paolo Mal- 
Hini, has succumbed to a 
strained thigh mssde and will 
be replaced by the former 
youth team ri£ht-back, Giu- 
seppe Cardone. 

SnzznwiDbe without his sus- 
pended French playmaker, 
Youri DjorkaefE, considered a 
perfect foil to Inter's main 
weapon, the Brazilian striker 
Ronaldo. “Wr Jose slot without 
Djorkaeft He gives us balance,” 

said Simoni, whose side are un- 
beaten and league leaders. 

“We’re worse off,” said 
Capello, who needs to win the 
deity to revive his ninth-placed 
side's fading title hopes. “Mal- 
rimi was our means to stop 
Ronaldo. I had a special solu- 
tion for Ronaldo which made 
the most of Maldini’s speed.” 

There is confidence in the 
Milan camp that they can break 
Inter’s unbeaten record and win 
their first derby since 1994. 

The missing piece in Capel- 
lo’s new Milan jigsaw is Patrick 
Kluivert, the Dutch striker 
bailed who was the heir to 
Marco van Basten but is dis- 
mally out of form. Capello, who 
has revived the careers of play- 
ers like Dejan Savicevic and 
Roberto Baggio in his time, is 
sticking with Khrivert and will 
play him today. 

“I don’t give up easily," 
Capello said. “1 believe that 
champions like Kluivert give 
their best on special occasions.” 
This is one of those, with Inter 
11 points dear of Milan. 

Simonfs ability to pick the 
right players for the right 
matches from a squad filled wife 
potential match-winners has 
led one obsever to describe In- 
ter as “the Simoni laboratory." 

Inter's president, Massimo 
. Morratti. said: “Simqni’s like 
quality wine. The longer he’s 
around, the better he gets.” 

-Chris Endean 
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Southall's passion to be No I still burning bright 




Onebrtbeendimng 
pieasnres of watching 
E wcrh un or Wades over the 
bast CS years has been £be 
certainty that; at some 
stage, there wiB be a 
i qper tafi wsawtom Mc^ 
Soothafl. The title of las first 


book, •'in Search of Perfection*, 
summed wp the gaa&eeperfs 
cnedo and, as Qem Moore, oar 
Football Correspondent, 
discDiffired, age has not 
dhnnedlasdenre. 


Neville Southall sat down, sligfatiy 
nervously, and awaited the opening 
question. It was his first job mfenaev 
far more than 15 years, the last had 
been for a hod-carrier, tins was to 

manag e the Welsh national ream 

“So,” asked a member of fl**! 
interviewing panel, “what have you 
dome in football?” Southall, then the 
possessor of 81 Welsh international 

raps, tm ehampimrehi p piedah, 

FA Cup medals, a European medal 
and a Flayer of the Year trophy, 

hfinkftri tn ctidvfliff 

Southall did not get the job aor, 
despite a number of application:, has 
he been granted another manage- 
ment interview. Cbainnen, it seents, 
remain suspicious of goalkeeper- 


Hke SonthalL 

But more of this later, the flip 
Side, for Everton supporters at letet, 
is that his lack of success in the job 

markftf means SnntTwTT r ni rt m nefi f/i 

fill Everton’s goaL He may be leas 
dominating on crosses than of old 
bm, as he showed against Coventry 
less than a mnnfh ago, he remains 
a formidable presence and agflc 
shot-stopper. That game farisbed 0-0 
and Malchcfthe Day made Southall 
and his opposing number Sieve 
Ogrizovic - at 40 a year older than 
Southall — their “men of the day”. 
Did that matte him proud? 

“No,” he said, "it annoys you. 
They are not looking at what you can 
da they are looking at yonr age first, 
then what you can do. It’s like say- 
ing look, he’s not senile, he can cross 
the road on his own’. I dcart fed any 
different; . It’s other-people s< per- 
ception of you - that because you're 
39 you should be in a borne drinking 
tea through a straw. One had game 
is proof *you’ve bad it’.” 

We are talking in a Liverpool hotel 
whore Southall is promoting his 
latest book, a diary of last season*, 
ft is one of those books where the plot 
has ran away from its author. A bright 
start - a year ago this weekend 
Everton won at Leicester to go sixth, 
ahead of Manchester United - buns 
sour. Everton get drawn into a rele- 
gation hanie and Southall is dropped, 
twice, hy Joe Royle. 

“1 didn’t expect to get dropped, 
ever,” be said. “If it happens it 
hurts, you are disappointed and you 
never think the manager is light" 



-In business if you are a 


chairman 

be struggling to get another/**- la 
football you want w 85 ““g* 

deal as you can, flop fo^m* 30 ^. 

then get another job. 
want someone who’ll .do* 
tbey*U be nridrtahle but they wu t 
go down.” 


j' 6*^50 
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son and Kevin Keegan, 

into the cartel but, adds SouthalL » 
helps if you have a load of interna- 
tional caps - not Wales ones, jtMy 
don’t seem to count” 

It is not as if Soathau hs omy 
applied to the big ones, the Sheffield 
Wed nesday ’s; the Tbttenhaxns, he has 
applied to Grimsby and Scunthorpe. 

In the meantime he is trying to. 
turn Everton’sseason around part- 
ing with a clean sheet at Villa Park 
today as they chase their first away 
win in more than 11 months. - 

- “We won’t get relegated, we arc 
a good side. "We have played some 
s mashing football at times. Maybe-W* 




axe 
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Neyffle SoudiaH: *fVe got to leave Everton when the right opportwfty comes. Oth e rwi se PS be out of work at the end of the season’ 
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A change of manager has not 
brought a change of fortune. 
Howard Kendall, the man who 
signed Southall for Everton from 
Bury in 1 98 1, has also dropped him. 
Southall fought his way hack again 
and, today, will play his 748th match 
for Everton at Astern VDla- Bm, with 
Kendall actively seeking another 
goalkeeper (he is currently negoti- 
ating for a Norwegian) his days 
must be numbered. “If the manager 
does not like [the way Tm playing] 
he’ll get rid of me and m go some- 
where else where they do,” adds 
Southall xnatter-of-fectly. 


He nearly went to Wolves at the 
beginning of last season, but Ever- 
ton matched their offer and, despite 
a feeling that Royle wanted him out, 
Southall stayed. Later, after he had 
been dropped, he would have gone 
to Chelsea, but this time Royle 
would not release him. With his con- 
tract up in the summer any reason- 
able player-manager’s job will now 
tempt him away but, given Southall’s 
status, and Everton’s failure to build 
on the 1985-87 triumphs, it is sur- 
prising he has stayed so long. 

“I don't regret not leaving as Ever- 
ton is my dub," be said. “Even on is 


one of the best thin^ that ever hap- 
pened to me and I want to repay them 
for what they've done for uie. They’ve 
given me great times, I’ve no regrets 
atalL 

“I can’t see players staying 16 
years at one dub now, not with the 
amount of cash flying around and the 
Bosnian ruling Loyalty has gone out 
of the window. Managers move on 
so quick it is hardly conducive to 
keeping players happy. Sometimes 
you gel pushed on even if you want 
to stay. Once you get to 2S you're on 
your way oul 

“I'd go tomorrow if an offer 


came in and the dub let me. You've 
got to remember that I have to the 
end of the season, that’s it, that’s my 
future. I’m not stupid, if something 
comes along I’ve got to consider it. 

“ftopJe get the wrong impresaon. 
that you want to leave, but realisti- 
cally I've got to when the right oppor- 
tunity comes, if it comes. Otherwise 
I’ll be one of those people out of work 
at the end of the season. 

“There's nothing wrong with that, 
it happens to everybody at some stage 
unless you are very lucky. When I was 
at Bangor I was drawing the dole, JE5 
a week. Tm now wealthy enough not 


to work, but fm ambitious. I want 
control I want to do things my own 
way which is probably more Euro- 
pean than British. 

“But it’s very difficult to get on 
that merry-go-round. People say 
you need experience, but experience 
of what? Td rather be experienced 
as a winner than a loser.'! can't see 
the point of employing someone wbo 
was a loser at his last place. 

“It’s fantastic. It must be the only 
sport in the world where, if you flop, 
you can get another job next week. 
People have made a career out of 
being failures. They are millionaires. 


field to steady us - look at 
Southampton since Carlton Palmer 
and Kevin Richardson came in. 
akn need a steady gpalscorer. Some- 
times you need a short-term tary. 
Peter Reid was written off when be 
came here, he changed Everton. It 
- was the same with Andy Gray^ 

“We have some great kids, it is a 

case ofbutying time for them, to come 
through. We could have as many, as 
Manchester United. But Everton 
fime bate the word ^patienctf because 
that is what they are always befog 
asked to do” 

Part of this is because the chair- 
man, Peter Johnson, promised to 
lavirimhUfons on m^or new signings 
but, apart from Steven Bilic, he has 
not done so for a year. 

“If you make promises and debt 
deliver you are bound to get stick; 
but things change overnight,” said 
Southafl. “He’s an eaqr target and has 
taken an awful lot of flak. He spent 
£40m and, though he can get that 
back - tomorrow, whenever Fve J 
spoken to him, face to face, he’s" 
seemed as ambitions as the players, 

■ with the club at heart 

“He needs to be honest with peo- 
ple, if there 1 i^b money &y thane 
1 is bo mdhey.Tfwih help theplayexs 
^ ueffifla* those 

we’ve got” 

With 92 Welsh caps amT89I foil 
appearances behind himSouthali is 
dosing on two major m3estone& Will 
he make them? Td like to play -as 
long as I can - though probably not 
as long as John Burridge. X need an- 
other two or three seasons to get to 
the 1,000 games." And Wales??*I 
don’t want to start coming on for the 
last 10 minutes. I want to play on mer- 
it, or not at alL Coming on for the 
last five minutes is like stealing a cap.” 

A singular man to the last, he 
should not be lost to the game. . 
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* Everton Blues: A Premier League 
Diary by Ne\ ille Southall with Pic \ 
George (B&W Publishing, £6.99). (jf j 


Ray SpilJer has turned a hobby into a priceless 
commodity - and that commodity is information 


The whole (very) wide world 
of football was asking “Chris- 
tian Who?” on Wednesda y 
when news broke of the 
appointment of Christian 
Gross as Tottenham’s new 
manager-and Ray Spfllerwas 
asked more times than most. 

But there’s rmthing new fo 
dial -most people in football 
ask most things of SpHler, and 
they have been doing so ever 
since RaySptHer Esq became 
the Association of Football 
Statisticians 15 years ago. 

SpUer has a vested interest 
fo Spurs’ new head coach, 
bora as be was just an lan 
Whiter hoof away from While 
Hart Lane. But while it’s in- 
dScativeof fbcrtbalTs changing 
face that fo: has had to expand 
his already considerable 
knowledge — not to mention 
his database - tO include 
info r matio n on overseas 
players awl managers, it was 
actually a Jack of any suc& 
information that got him into 
the business in the first place. 

He to work for an 
engineering company but 
filed football stats out of in- 
terest, and recalls contacting 
Spurs for information when 
the dub signed the Argen- 
tinians Ricky V2fa and Ossie 
Ardfles fo 1978 - but he’s still 
wailing for a reply. 

“No one seemed to know 
any thing about them,” he ex- 
plains. “in fact, no one 
seemed to know very much 


about anything is the game, 
so I stuck some adverts in 
magazines to see if there were 
any experts around, and got 
about 40 replies. So I wrote to 
Graham Kelly who was really 
upbeat about the idea of me 
forming a club [originally 
called The Football Experts].” 

Haiti though it might be to 
imagine Graham Kelly befog 
really upbeat about any thing , 
the FA’s chief executive must 
be glad he showed such en- 
thusiasm back then, since 
Spiller has become invalu- 
able to the FA, for whom he 
compiles statistics for every 
Wembley match and acts as a 
general know-it-all - fo the 
nicest sense of the phrase. 

He also supplies dam to at 
least eight national news- 
papers and several football 
magazines as well as Teletext. 
LillJewoods and Coca-Cola. 

And. fo keeping with the 
fashi on of football’s peripheral 
figures — David Me 11 or. 
Danny Baker and Eric Hall 
among them— achieving hero 
(or anti-hero) status, the 44- 
year-old Spiller has even re- 
cently appeared as a model 
(for the BBC’s Match of the 
Day magazine) and is a 
favourite among television 
and radio producers keen to 
pit him against wannabee 
experts. 

But, frankly, ft is like try- 
ing to breach the Manchester 
Unfted defence (and Spiller 
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WHO KNEW 
ALL ABOUT 
SPURS' NEW 
COACH -AND 
PLENTY MORE 
BESIDES 


w31 know how marry times 
that’s been dose m recent 
years): it takes a good ’tm to 
beat him. 

On Granada TV last week- 
end, for example, be was 
asked which player scored 
the winner fo three FA Cup 
semi-finals but finished upon 
ibe losing ride in each year's 
final Spiller was. for once, 
stumped (the answer was Billy 
Bremner in 1965. 70 and 
-73). 

StiH you would expect him 
to know a thing or two about 


football His libraty consists of 
at least 3,000 books, he has 
newspapers dating back to 
the war, and his three com- 
puters store details on up- 
wards of 250,000 matches and 
36,000 players- that is every 
player who has played League 
football since 1888. 

In fact, there is not an 
awful lot he does not know 
about football transfer fees 
can be a pey area (the figures* 
vary); ditto missed penalties 
and bookfogs (they are seldom 
recorded), but ask him about 
sendings-off or international 
caps or undefeated runs or 
record victories, or even about 
players with disabilities (there 
was a OTC-anned player who 
once played for Germany 
against England, apparently) 
and Spiller, like any striker 
worth his salt, regularly pro- 
duces the goods. 

It all started oul as a 
labour of lore, of course, but 
it has turned into quite nice 
little earner; the Association 
(ie SpiDer) turns over around 
£80,000 a year, not bad con- 
sidering ft has just the one 
employee. And his 1994/95 in- 
come was boosted to the tune 
of £6,600 after his £100 at 66-1 
with Ladbrokes on a Pre- 
miership player scoring five 
goals paid off when Andy 
Cole duly obliged (against 
Ipswich). 

Now he is sweating on a 
£250 bet at 50-1 with William 


Hill (“Ladbrokes told me 
where to go”) on a player scor- 
ing six goals fo the Premier- 
ship or Football League, and 
was livid with the then Burn- 
ley manager Adrian Heath for 
substituting five-goal striker 
Paul Barnes with minutes to 
go in a game against Stockport 
fast season. (The feat has not, 
by the way. been achieved 
since 1968, when Geoff Hurst 
scored six for West Ham 
against Sunderland.) 

Cynics might call him a 
crafospotter-made-good, but 
fo reality he is unique in that 
be has turned a hobby into a 
priceless commodity and be- 
come a font of knowledge on 
a game which is expanding out 
of all recognition. 

One wonders, in fact, how 
much longer he will be able 
to work a 16-hour day (at 
least), single-handedly, out of 
his modest offices fo BasOdon, 
even if his task has been 
eased somewhat now that 
most of the big dubs - not 
before time, it has to be said 
- employ a statistician and/or 
a historian. 

However, it is stiil to 
Spiller that most enquiries are 
referred - to paraphrase that 
AA ad, he is usually the man 
who can help in an emergency. 

Bui even he is just hoping 
that, come the end of the 
season, he will not be the only 
one with the low-down on 
Christian Gross. 


Praise is reserved at second coming of Big Ron 


“—And finally, it is expected 
that Sheffield Wednesday 
will announce Ron Atkinson 
as their new manager...” 
Something tells me that the 
prophets might just have bad 
something a little more 
grandiose in mind when plan- 
ning the announcement of 
the Second Coming. Never- 
theless, (hat early morning ra- 
dio broadcast was sufficient 
to signal to me, and thou- 
sands of other followers of the 
Blue and White variety, that 
the Messiah had returned. 

But is it really the return 
of the Prodigal Son or is 
Judas simply riding back into 
town on the Premiership 
gravy train? in reality, we did 
not have much of a choice 
when it came to replacing the 
beleaguered David Pleat; the 
array of charismaticaliychaJ- 
ienged hopefuls that was an 
offer did not exactly inspire. 
Anybody we did fancy was 
either unapproachable, wash- 
ing their hair or had conve- 
niently looked the other way 
to avoid making eye contact. 

So my immediate re- 
sponse was one of unbridled 
joy, after all only ax years had 
passed since we had, under 
Atkinson’s astute guidance, 
conquered all before us, won 
the only piece of silverware 
ofany note in the last 60 years 
of the club's history. It is un- 
doubtedly a measure of his in- 
fluence that after the manner 
of his well-documented de- 
parture we are, albeit slight- 
ly more cautiously, prepared 
to accept him back in our lat- 


est hour of need. But thai’s 
the magic of Big Ron. Even 
now, in the pages of the 
fanzine Spitting Feathers, the 
club's recent failings are still 
compared with what was and 
might have been had Ron not 
been lured away by Doug 
Ellis’s 40 pieces of silver. 

OK, so perhaps his first 
stint at Hillsborough was not 
always as miraculous as we 
would have you believe. His 
make-shift team of WOko 
cast-offs, ageing journeymen 
and the infantile Boy Wonder 
barely retained its First Di- 
vision status at the first at- 
tempt. It then, comi call y. 
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contrived to lose it ayear lat- 
er fo a farcical end-of-season 
run in that saw miracles and 
the impossible happen with 
frightening regularity. How- 
ever, through the despair of 
the summer of 1990 when in- 
spiration and hope were des- 
perate^ lacking fo the Blue 
half of the Steel City, a force 
and belief of such magnitude 
and resolution was forged. 
Big Ron’s self-proclaimed 
“Barmy Army” was bom. 

The opening day of the 
199CMJ1 season at ^ 


■ . — *»» ipswicn 

bore wanes to the growing re- 
ligkm and the legion of disci- 


ples that were to follow the 
Messiah and his II skilful, 
ball-playing Apostles to the 
four corners of the globe. On 
that day 6,000 believers made 

the first of many pilgrimages. 
To say it was a spiritual occa- 
sion would not be overstating ■ 
the mark. Ask anyone who 
was there. The self-belief that ; 
was evident that day almost 
single-handedly carried us 
through the whole season nnH 
as we progressed, so the be- 
lief grew. Promotion and 
League Cup glory followed, 

but as we all know there was 
to be a sting in the tail 
This time round Atkin- 
son’s brief is once again a sim- 
ple one: snvrvaL The only 
difference being that this 
time be has at his disposal a 
far stronger and more gifted 
squad than the one he in- 
herited from the much ma- 
iigned Peter Eustace. In Beni 
Carbone and Paolo Di Qmio - 
be Jms the type of players who 
will thrive under his style of - 
management. The real test ' 
will be to lift the rest of 
Pleat’s demoralised troops. 

Lfce most football fans, 
we Wed o esdayftes are a fick- 
le bunch but perhaps for the 
tune being at least we are pre- 

l^red to forgive. Jost bow for- 
going we will be wiQ remain to 

be seen. In toe m eantim e 
judgement wffl be reserved of 

course, but if the miracles can 
stfll be performed, and ffthere 

rs a chance that we can cany 
on where TH 2 left offbadc in the 

Summer of *9L we may jost 

find a in our hearts to foigeL 
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Arsenal ‘cup final’ sees Big Ron back in business 


.. ' 

. ■' ir ~?iing 

> it 


Ron Atkinson wanted to 
be back in the big-time — 
and you do not get 
much more grandiose 
than playing Arsenal at 
.home. Guy Hodgson looks 
at the return of Big Ron 
to Sheffield Wednesday 
and at the weekend’s 
other leading 
.Premiership fixtures, 
while Nkk Harris (below) 
analysts the programme 
match by match. 


People either love Ron Atkin- 
son or hate him, sometimes go- 
ing from one extreme to the 
other in a matter of moments. 
They daubed “Judas” on Hills- 
borough's walls when he left 
Sheffield Wednesday in 1991 
but, in retrospect, “Lazarus” 
would have been more appro- 
priate. 

Big Ron is hack in man- 
agement, bade, in the limelight 
and back at Wednesday. Just 
when you thought football had 
seen the last of his beaming grin 
he bounces in again promising 
nothing bat a lack of tedium. 
“Ws have 25 cup finals,” he «»r* 
last week and this afternoon is 
the first: against Arsenal. 

In theory it should be an 
easier fixture for a team who 
beat Manchester United in 


their last Premiership game but. 
as usual, Atkinson’s view came 
from the sun-bed side of life. 
“I can’t wait for lock-off,” he 
said. “Arsenal at home is one 
of the great fixtures. If you want 
to compete, if you like a chal- 
lenge, they are one of the 
teams you look forward to 
meeting. It's a lough match for 
us buz 2 promse it’ll be tough 
for them too.” 

That depends on which 
Wednesday makes it to the 
field, of course. Atkinson has 
only seen his new charges on 
television, but those who have 
watched them live have seen 
them lurch from the pathetic at 
Old Halford to the sublime 
against Bolton last time out. 

They beast Wanderers 5-0 
under the guidance of Peter 


Shreeves, who was elevated on 
a temporary basis in the wake of 
David Pleat's dismissal. The 
loyal assistant is hack in the same 
role this week, although Atkin- 
son has insisted Shreeves has had 
most of the input since his ar- 
rival. “I’ve had a watching briet” 
be said. “The first thing I told 
Peter was ‘whatever you did 
against Bolton, do it this week 
and I hope you do it every 
week of the season'. 

“It’s been difficult waiting 
for the match to come but in 
some ways it’s been the easiest 
selection I've ever bad. It had 
to be same again after Bolton. 
It was a fantastic result.” 

Fifteen months ago it would 
have taken a fantastic set of dr- 
cu instances for him to be 
warmly welcomed back by 


Wednesday supporters which 
shows that football is not so 
much a funny game as down- 
right perverse. David Beck- 
ham, lauded and lampooned 
almost as much as Big Ron, 
knows that already and he will 
be able to retrace his entrance 
into a showbiz world at Selbuist 
Park today. 

Beckham was a youngster 
oozing with promise before he 
scored from his own half 
against Wimbledon a year last 
August and with one kick shot 
into general recognition. Since 
the Manchester United mid- 
fielder has entered surreal life 
that includes Posh Spice, the 
paparazzi and terrace taunts 
every time he plays. 

Two things are guaranteed 
today: Beckham will not score 


as spectacularly and the Wim- 
bledon supporters will make 
frequent and uncomplimenta- 
ry reference to his love life. 
George Best dated Miss 
Wsrlds and suffered less abuse 
from rival crowds than he in- 
flicted on himself, which says 
something about how the pol- 
itics of envy have moved on. 

United, 12 points from their 
last eight matches, will be anx- 
ious to restore momentum in 
the League a gain and would 
welcome a Beckham goal from 
any distance if it ensures that 
they keep their noses ahead of 
Arsenal. Tfedcty Shermgham 
and Gary Neville, who missed 
England’s friendly against 
Cameroon, are likely to befit 

Barnsley used to envy sides 
going in places like Old Trafford 


and Anfield, but not now. On 
thf-fr last trip over the Fennines 

theywerewalloped 7-0 by Man- 
chester United and today the 
sadistic fixture computer has 
come up with Liverpool away. 

It is difficult to decided 
who you feel more sympathy 
for, the Barnsley team, who 
look to have the same chance 
as Christians in the Coliseum, 
or Liverpool who will have to 
approach a magnificent seven 
to stop their supporters mak- 
ing unfl attering comparisons 
with the team down the M62. 

Liverpool have scored 13 
goals in their last four home 
matches while conceding 
none, which is not bad for a 
tram who endure more nois- 
es of displeasure from their 
own fans than any other lead- 


ing side. At least no one can 
complain at Roy Evans’ 
choice of strikers today as 
Robbie Fowler’s suspension 
means Michael Own and Karl- 
heinz Riedle can complement 
rather than compete with each 
other. Paul luce, however, 
starts a suspension. 

Blackburn Rovers, third, 
face Chelsea, who are fourth, 
at Ewood Park in a fixture 
that could define either club’s 
season. It is the same for As- 
ton Villa and Everton. If either 
loses at Villa Park today the 
poor manager will hear calls 
for his dismissal Brian Little, 
or Howard Kendall will have 
at least one consolation: high 
profile football bosses are 
hard to eliminate. Big Ron 
proves that. 


Aston Villa v Everton 

York*. Tayfor 4 Leading scorer Cadamaruri 5 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 3-1 



Sayo Milosevic is likely to spearhead Villa’s attack. Dwight Yorfce might 
play, if freed from international friendly duty with Trinidad and To- 
bago. Goalkeeper Michael Oakes will start only his fourth game of 
the season as a replacement for Mark Bosnich. who is on World 
Cup play-off duty with Australia. Gareth Southgate is likely to be 
out for six weeks, due to the ankle ligament injury that he suffered 
while playing for England last week. Ugo Ehiogu should deputise. 
Midfielder Ian Taylor starts a three-match baa Mark Draper (ham- 
string) and Stan Colfymore (banned) may return. 

Everton have not won an away game in the Premiership far II months. 
Their major injury doubt today is Dave Wfctson, struggling to re- 
cover from a hamstring injury Craig Short who has a similar injury, 
should be fit Croatian defender Slaven Bilic, who has been bade m 
training after a bout of flu should play Terry Phelan is hoping to 
overcome a calf strain Gary Speed has recovered from a similar in- 
jury 


Blackburn v Chelsea 

Simon II Leading scorer VUB K) 

- ■ Last season: l-l 


Blackburn, beaten only once in the Premiership this season and one 
place above Chelsea, are likely to be without defender Colin Hendry 
.for several more weeks. Hendry is still recovering from the knee 
ligament injury which kept him out for the recent win over Ever- 
ton and Scotland’s friendly in France. Norwegian Tore Pedersen is 
likely to continue deputising for Hendry while Swedish striker Mar- 
tin Dahlin is struggling to shake off a bade problem. Blackburn could 
go top qfthe Pfemier^p/th^.w^ • 



Cup wn -ever Southarapton.to feature in Chelsea's starting line-up. 
Davits Wise is struggling to recover after taking a knock in mid- 
week Michael Duberry, out since damaging his ankle in September, 
could return alongside Franck Leboeuf at the back, while Celestine 
Babayaro will come back in for Danny Granville. Gianfranco Zola, 
Roberto Di Matteo and Gianluca Vialfi could all return while Dan 
ffetrescu is bade after international duty for Romania. 


..And statistics 

How Manchester United apply the finishing touch 


How do you stop Manchester United? As the Pre- 
miership's other 1 9 dubs attempt to answer what 
has become a perettnral question, they might like 
to consider one possible solution: finish every 
match at half-time. 

An analysis of the season's games so far 
shows that United are generally more effective in 
the second half. If every match had ended after 
45 minutes this season the Premiership leaders 
— wkl be only fourth in the 
ta on the basis of half-time 
suits" they would have had 
only 22 points, compared 
wtfi the 28 they have actual- 
yearned. 


This confrms the pattern of last season, when 
United, the champions, would have finished 
fourth In a half-time table behind Chelsea, Arsenal 
and Newcastle. 

Chelsea was the best first-half team in 1996- 
97 but tended to drop points in the second half of 
matches and finished only sixth. If this was a 
weakness that Ruud GutTrt identified he has cer- 
tainly done something about it this season 
Chelsea have shown the best second-half Im- 
provement of any side In the Premiership, finish- 
ing games with a total of five more points than 
they had in the first-half table. 

Wimbledon, Southampton and Aston VUta 
have also performed appreciably better after tteir 

The half-time Premiership: 

(Positions after 90 minutes in brackets) 

P 

1 Arsenal (2) 14 

2 Blackburn (3) 14 

3 Derby (8) 13 

4 Manchester United (1) 14 

5 Leeds (5) .14 

6 Chelsea (4) 13 

7 Leicester (7) 14 

8 Liverpool (6) 13 

9 Crystal Palace (12) 13 

10 Tottenham (16) 14 

11 Coventry (11) 14 

12 Newcastle (10) 11 

13 Wimbledon (9) 14 

k 14 West Ham (14) 13 

|^15 Southampton (13) .14 

Al 16 Baoistey_(2Q). v .,.„.._..~. M u Ui ....^J4. 

dMkl7Ev»tori (17) — ~:13 ' - 

IS 18 Aston Villa (15) 14 

IfifM 19 Sheffield Wednesday (19) -.14 
20 Bolton (18) 13 


half-time cuppa this season, earning four more 
pants than they would have won after 4S-minute 
games, wide Derby, Crystal Palace and Totten- 
ban have an "lost* tour pants during the second 
half of matches. 

The ominous fart for any preteratere to Man- 
chester United’s crown Is that Atec Ferguson's 
team nearly always step up the pace in the sec- 
ond half of the season as well as in toe second 
half of their matches. 

The only Premiership season when United rfid 
not improve on their position after this stage of 
the season was when they were leading anyway 
In their 1993-94 championship campaign. 


1997-98 



Newcastle v Southampton 


AsprilhS 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 0-1 


Stuart Pearce and Faustino Asprilla could both be back in the New- 
castle team today. Asprilla is close to match fitness after a seven- 
week absence following a stomach operation, while Pearce, who 
has been out for almost "three months with a hamstring injury, has 
trained successfully this week \A6rren Barton (hamstring) is out John 
Beesford and goalkeeper Shay Given are hoping to overcome groin 
and shoulder problems respectively 

Southampton’s Norwegian international striker Egil Ostenstad has 
recovered from surgery to an ankle injury that involved shaving bone 
from the joint but will not play today. He played 45 minutes of a 
reserve team game against Luton in midweek, but manager Dave 
Jones does not want to risk too early a return. Central defender 
O ti is Lundekvam (knee), striker David Hirst (hamstring) and mid- 
fielder Kevin Richardson (stomach) are doubts, but all may recov- 
er in time. Southampton will be looking for their seventh win in nine 
games, after losing to Chelsea in the Coca-Cola Cup in midweek 




Sheff Wed v Arsenal 

DC CatoCatone 7 Leading scorer Q 

Last season: 04) 


The half-time Premiership: 1996-97 

(Positions after 90 minutes In brackets) 


Ron Atkinson will play an unchanged side for his first match back 
as Wednesday manager. The team that won 5-0 against Bolton two 
weeks ago did not include Benito Carbone, then out with a foot 
injury, but he is likely to have a place on the bench today Midfield- 
er Mark Ftembridge continues as a stand-in left-back, while Andy 
Booth who scored a hat-trick against Bolton, will partner Paolo Di 
Canio upfront Atkinson will also be keeping Peter Atherton as cap- 
tain for today's game. 

Arsenal will be without several key attacking players. . Patrick Vieira 
is out for another two weeks with knee ligament damage .while Em- 
manuel Retit and Dennis Bergkamp complete ther three-match bans. 
Steve Bould is just beginning his suspension while Luis Boa Morte 
is on international duty with the Pbrtuguese Under- 21 squad. Nico- 
las Arietta is also out with an injured ankle to leave manager Ar- 
sine Wenger desperately short of forward options. Stephen Hughes 
has impressed recently but the youngster may be rested. 


% 


Derby v Coventry 


Wbfldmpe 9 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 2-1 


Derby have won only one of their last six games and lost their un- 
beaten Pride Park record in midweek, defeated I -O by Newcastle 
to the Coca-Cola CupL They are still without their influential defender 
Igor Stimac, out with a back problem. Italian midfielder Stefano Eranio 
(hamstring) played in midweek after six weeks out with a hamstring 
injury and should continue his comeback. Jamaica striker Deon Bur- 
ton will also be back in the squad following Wodd Cup qualifica- 
tion with his adopted country Midfielder Robin van da* Laan is injured. 
Coventry manager Gordon Slrachan is likely to start with Darren 
. Huckerby partnering Dion Dublin up front Huckerby went on as 
' substitute for the former Cardiff striker Simon Haworth at Arsenal 
: in the mid-week 1-0 Coca-Cola Cup defeat and immediately cre- 
■ ated chances. Despite receiving treatment all week for a thigh mus- 
, de injury Huckerby is expected to be folly frL Coventry were beaten 
three times by Derby last season but have lost only once in their 
; last rune Premiership matches. 



Leicester v Bolton 


Marshall 7 


Leading scorer 
Last season: No fixture 



i Leicester wiR be without England Under -21 striker Emile Heskey who 
■starts a three-match ban. Ian Marshall is expected to move into at- 
• tack to replace him. Steve \Afelsh is still troubled by his cracked ribs 
1 but should be fit. while Kasey Keller has returned from Internationa^ 
‘ duty with the USA determined to regain his first team place ahead 
• '-of Pfegguy Arphexad. Leicester will be looking to recover the form 
: that had taken them to into the Premiership s top six before losing 
: at home to Wimbledon in their last game and dropping to seventh. 
.> Bolton. 18th in the Premiership and with only two wire the season, 
I wK be without midfield playmater Scott Sellars, v*o 
I last lame of a three-match baa Gerry Taggrt isai» servmg a SK 
I Shtaa Dean Holdsworth is available aterbeing cup-tedaod 
J thf, 2 - 1 Coca-Cola defeat at Middlesbrough in midweek. 

I I J-SSworlh will partner Nathan Blake up front while Peter Beand- 


Liverpool v Barnsley 


Redfeam*' 


Wwterti Urfngwr-r . 

• last WWW -No 

r p OT fcd a in 3-0 

.5 Cud win arafost Grimsby will continue up front 

MiS Thomas, jamieCar- 

: "^ bWter n ^ r fer ine* midfield slot De- 

-^S^S^^missed Q games wife a bade problem. 

: Bams ^ wh ° farther visit to Anfield 

away fixture* wiH be '^l^etrain of viral meningitis. He isthe only 

• ^ erh “ Wilson, whose side -have not won a point 

i*ry doubt for 5wedish defender Peter 

away from home ^from Vfeteras on Thursday 
Maristedt J^tten of the W games so far 

adrift at the bottom of the tab.. 
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1 Chelsea (6) 

2 Arsenal (3) 

3 Newcastle (2) 

4 Manchester United (1) 

5 Wimbledon (8)- 

6 Liveipool (4) 

7 EvBrton (15) 

8 Aston VHa (5)_ 

9 Southampton (16) 

10 Blackburn (13) 

11 Nottingham Forest (20) 

12 Leicester (9) 

13 Sheffield Wednesday (7) 

14 Tottenham (10) 

15 Leeds (11) 

16 Sunderland (18).- 

17 DeAy (12) 

18 Middlesbrough (19) 

19 West Ham (14) 

20 Covertly (17) 


Manchester United after 14 games 


Season 

Position 
(final pesitiOB) 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

1992-93 

7tfi (1st) 

5 

6 

3 

14 

11 

1993-94 

1st (1st) 

12 

1 

1 

30 

12 

1994-95 

2nd (2nd) 

10 

1 

3 

28 

10 

1995-96 

.. 2 nd (1st) 

10 

2 

2 

31 

13 

1996-97 _.... 

^tfi (1st) 

6 

5 

3 

26 

21 

1997-98 

1st 

8 

4 

2 

31 

10 


Statistics: Brian Sears 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: HOW THEY STAND 


2 Arsenal 


mm 


4 Chelsea. 


6 Liverpool 


9 I**y 


10 Newcastle 
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0 Barnsley 
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'• -29 
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2 0 5 10 -14 | PPLWL 
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I 12 4 7. WLDDD 
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I 2 4 7 18 LLWPL 


30 No* Arserol (A* 6 Dec Moi Uid (H): 
B Dee C Mate (A): 20 Dec Co**ry Or 


29 Nov Chelsea (A^ 6 Dac West Ham (Ht 
M Dec Bokon tA). 17 Dec Nmott Ml. 


29 NovC Pa** {A* I Dee Bokon (Afc 
0 PjgAjrt fl-ft B Dec Bamdey {AY 


Moncfey Tottenham (At 29 Now N c wobIb (Ht 
3 Dec West Hen (A): i Pec Laager (A). 


29 Nor Aston Vfe ifHfc 3 Dec Cfkbce (H) 
t Pec Petr (A), P Pec adrvifed {HI 


Monday CryKal Patoce (H); 29 No* Everton (At 
6 Dec Chebea (HI 13 Dee Gmotry (A). 


29 Nov WnrUedon 0-Q: I Dec Nencude (H)-, 
i PecBbcttwi (Afc >4 Pec Oerty |Hl 


» Nov Leak (Hfc* bee 

n Dec fHl 21 Dec Tmentsm [A}. 





Wimbledon v Man Utd 

Cart 6 Leading scorer Cede II 

Last season: 0-3 


Teenage- Carl Cort and Marcus Gayle will be Wimbledon's attacking 
partnership as Joe Kinnear’s options are limited by injuries. Forwards 
Ban Ekoku, Jason Euell and Jon Goodman are ail out njured. as is 
defender Brian McAllister, who has a ruptured Achilles. Ekoku has 
the best chance of recovery for today but it is unlikely Left back 
Alan Kimble is bade in the squad after being out for more than a 
month with a hamstring injury while midfielder Robbie Earle is avail- 
able again after returning from international duty with Jamaica. 
Gary Ballister is Manchester United's only doubt He is back in light 
training but could rruss his first Premiership start of the season af- 
ter hurting his back in the 3-2 defeat at ArsenaL If Pallister is out 
make it Ronny John sen could start his first game since October 4. 
Alex Ferguson will confirm his line-up today. Teddy Sheringham and 
Gary Neville, who both withdrew from last week's England squad, 
have responded to treatment and are fit 


Tom or row 

Leeds v West Ham 

! 9 Leading scorer Mai 

Lose season: 1-0 


Gary Kelly is hoping to be fit for Leeds tomorrow. The Republic of 
Ireland international missed the midweek 3-2 home Coca-Cola Cup 
defeat against Reading with a knee injury picked up in his country's 
VNforid Cup qualifying match in Belgium last week. Substitute goal- 
keeper Mark Beeney is out with a hamstring injury picked up in a 
midweek reserve jpme. Raul Robinson is likely to be on the bench 
as understudy to Nigel Martyn. Leeds will be without captain David 
Hopkin. who starts a three-match baa and Harry Kewell away on 
international duty with Australia. 

West Ham are still without Paul Krtson and Stan Laziridis, but Andy 
Impey is dose to returning after a foot injury, and Ludek M Wo ska 
is fit encash again after injury to come into contention with Craig 
Forrest for the position of first choice goalkeeper. Harry Redknapp 
is likely to field an otherwise unchanged side from midweek, when 
the Hammers beat Wfelsafl 4-1 in the Coca-Cola Cup and Frank Lam- 
pard Jnr scored his first hat-trick at senior level. 

FAIR PLAY L EAGUE UNFAIR PLAY LEAGUE 

Mn iTtw find \Mn» n« Am rVmn Rod Mar Pt» turn 

1 6 WBtard — 8 3 34 49 6.13 \ 5 3 28 43 331 

2 P Durian _..B 2 37 47 588 2 Chelsea ,...13 3 23 38 292 

3 S Dim 5 1 24 29 530 3 Everton 13 2 27 37 285 

4 M Reed 5 1 23 28 560 4 Arsenal — 14 1 31 36 2S7 

5 G Ashby -,_7 1 30 85 500 5=BJackbum 14 2 24 34 243 

6 J Winter ...9 2 30 40 590 5=Sheff W ..„14 2 24 34 243 

7 G Pol 9 3 30 45 500 7 Leeds 14 1 28 33 236 

8 G Barber— 7 1 26 31 443 8=Coventry „ 14 1 27 32 239 

9 P Alcock — 7 0 30 30 429 8=CPalace -14 1 27 32 229 

10 P Jones 7 2 19 29 414 10 West Ham.,14 0 30 30 214 

tl D ESeray.._7 1 23 28 400 *! Liverpool ..13 1 21 28 200 

12m Bodenham7 0 27 27 386 12 Newcastle. .tl t B 20 182 

13D GafegherS 2 B 29 363 t3 Tottenham 14 1 20 25 179 

MM «tey .7 1 19 24 343 14 Derby M 0 24 24 171 

15 U Ramie 7 0 23 23 329 15=Man Utd ..14 0 23 23 164 

T6AWWe B 1 21 26 325 15 -= Scton ..„..14 0 23 23 164 

T7N Barry 7 0 20 20 288 17 Leicester ..14 1 V 21 150 

SK Burge 7 0 IB 18 237 18 Barnsley™. 14 0 21 21 150 

19 S Lodge 8 0 15 15 188 19 Wimbledon 15 0 22 22 W 

ftemfefaftt) mattes ony: fled eercS: 20AVBa 14 1 14 19 136 

&P&- yBHow. Ipt; hKhj&G3 abandoned fladoaRtespet Mo* Ipttndudes 
DetbrWknbledon and West Hw ab andoned DotbyWhnbbdan end West 

QvsU /Waoe mattes Ham- Crystal Pataee mulches 


3 S Dim 5 

4 M Reed 5 

5 G Ashby —7 


34 29 580 
23 28 560 
30 35 500 


6 J Winter ...8 2 30 40 500 

7 G Pol 9 3 30 46 500 

8 G Barber— 7 1 26 31 443 

9 P Alcock — 7 0 30 30 429 


10 P Jones 7 

UDEJeray— 7 


19 29 414 
23 28 400 


12M Bodenham7 0 27 27 386 
T3D GafegherS 2 to 29 363 


MM ffitey .—.7 
15 U Ramie 7 


1 19 24 343 
0 23 23 ago 


T6AWMe B 1 21 26 325 

T7N Barry 7 0 20 20 286 


OK Buga. 


IB 18 237 


19S Lodge —8 0 15 15 188 
PmmiasNp macho ony: fled cards: 
spa feftw: ipt Mudea abandoned 
DetbrWkobledon and West Ham- 

CrysMPaJooe matches 







All of England knows what to expect — defeat 


It is, on the face of it, an 
unequal contest a 
profoundly 

inexperienced England 
side against the finest All 
Black touring party to 
visit these shores in 30 
years, perhaps ever. But 
Chris Hewett believes the 
red rose hierarchy can 
celebrate a victory of 
sorts this afternoon, 
even if New Zealand win 
the match by a distance. 


You could take it as a sign of ter- 
minal desperation that England 
believe they can bring fresh 
reserves of strength and moti- 
vation to this afternoon's lest 
with New Zealand at Old Traf- 
ford by immersing themselves 
tn the legends of Bobby Charl- 
ton and George Best. Charlton 
never pretended to be much of 
a scrummager, after all. and 
while Best was took part in 
more than his fair share of 
rucks during his years at the top, 
none of them had anything to 
do with rugby. 

Yet Roger Uttley, the Eng- 
land manager, insists that the 
spiritual home of Manches- 
ter’s unique sporting culture will 
inspire his callow charges to 
greater deeds than might other- 
wise have been imagined in the 
light of last weekend's half- 
baked mish-mash of a perfor- 
mance against Australia. The 
players will be hoping against 
hope that Uttley is right for 
they need all the help they can 
get. 

It is perfectly possible that 
the Manchester crowd will gen- 
erate more atmosphere than the 
fed-and-watered Twickenham 
throng produced last week - it 
would not be difficult - and an 
early English score would raise 
the roof. But Ireland managed 
early scores in Dublin last week- 
end and still had to suffer this 
magnificent AH Blade side scor- 
ing tries in their sleep as they 
secured a record 63-15 victory. 

Given the unpropitious cir- 
cumstances, neither Uttley nor 
John Mitchell the disconcert- 
ingly frank former All Black 



now in his second month as 
England's assistant coach, were 
remotely bullish about their 
chances of handing the tourists 
what would be only their second 
defeat in 20 Tests (they last lost 
to the Springboks in Johan- 
nesburg 15 months ago, having 
already won the series). “'We’re 
trying to change the mindset of 
English rugby and it will take 
rime, so our focus is on per- 
forming with credibility in this 


game rather than the outcome,” 
admitted MitcheD. 

“I can only be honest and say 
that we’re going into this with 
trepidation. I played with and 
against a lot of the All Blacks 
in the current party and I have 
to sty that in the three years I’ve 
been away from the New 
Zealand rugby scene, they’ve 
improved. They are now more 
comfortable with the tempo 
they were trying to develop at 


the last World Cup and having 
watched them play against 
Em erging England on Tuesday 
night, Td say they're the best AD 
Blacks I’ve seen.” 

Urn. We're not holding our 
collective breath for a night of 
Mancunian celebration, then. If 
Mitchell does not believe his 
side can win - and no one who 
saw him play for both Waikato 
and the All Blacks in 1993 
would rush to brand him a 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. 3463. Saturday Z2 November 


By Mass 


ACROSS 


DOWN 



1 Crack left in bond (7) 


in cultivation (7) 

9 Breaking-point? (11,4) 


1 1 Spring, say, built into 
container (5) 

12 Save Northern buiJd- 


2 A profitable line, 
onoe? (5,3,3, 4) 

3 Bohemian topless 
group (4) 

4 Swine section mount- 


ing audibly smooth 
5 Having a go at a fence 


ey... (7) 

16 -got deal negotiated? 




17 Knowing air about 
Mark in speech (7) 

19 Strains fed by piano: 
thev’re practised (7) 

21 A fish, one helping (4) 

22 Discontinuation of 


state function (5) 


23 Mariner inspired by 
Saint Nicholas? (4) 


Saint Nicholas? (4 ) 
26 Delay actions or, in 


Friday’s solution 


■ P.ltWMp.llP-feffcll 


Last Saturday’s solution ^ CoaB wkh checks 


JUUUL1U ULUJUJUWUIU 

a u u a u a u 

auuuiuiiiBuaiii uuuk 

111 S U U 13 u [3 

auitiaatauu miidtainB 
u u tii Q □ 

E2B13I1 HHaUIdUQG 

U HI B El 13 U H 

uiauLiuauu uuuij 
a a gi a id 

ilUBHULd UlCiaQUUBE 

ej l*i a □ a fci ia 

JUUU UUUUUUUL1UU 

□ II Q 13 II iu a 

uuaHHUUid Email urn 
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u 13 B D U 13 
uuitidiiiHuum aejeasu 
UU13UQJUU1H 
uuaiij uaBuauauQfl 
mu u u U1 ci □ 
MHiaClBiaUtl EJUfeJtfU 
w Li u a Cl 13 
UJULUlILti □□EUUOEQ 

td a u a a he 

UUHClUJHUHHa HHQH 

B u Ll Cl in a 13 E 

LtUUUCJ LjHUUfcfUHSU 
W H U U D u 
Mi-tuHiju aaaHEiB 


Woman (7) 


view outwardhr mis- 


represented (7) 

13 Reduce one’s rage (5) 

14 Wet and rauddv, with 
lake drained (5) 

17 One who’ll take a cig 
without right? (7) 

15 China mug is in a 
frame (7) 

19 Protecting Rook's lost, 
producing a result (7) 

20 Trains with players (7) 

24 Farm produce, prime 
cut (4) 

25 Effect of one in the 


face? (4) 


defeatist by instinct - the por- 
tents are gloomy indeed. 

But while there was much 
sound reasoning behind this 
outburst of bleak realism - 
Mitchell agrees with the chief 
coach, Clive Woodward, that 
the ever-expanding volume of 
non-English players milling 
around the Allied Dunbar Pre- 
miership is undermining the 
very fabric of the game in this 
country - there are equally 
good grounds to believe that 
England will make a better fist 


of it than the Irish managed at 


Lansdowne Road. 


To begin with, they are 
significantly stronger than the 
Irish in every area except the 
front row. Garath Archer had 


the temerity to mess the great 
John Eales around in the line- 


out at Twickenham last week 


end, the back row unit has class 


stamped all over it and with 
Kyran Bracken mining a rich 
vein of form at scrum-half, 


England at least possess a 
launch pad. Provided they kick 
well - and that means both high 


and long, either oq Christian 


Cullen’s head or over it - they 
can exert territorial pressure. 
Not even these AU Blacks soore 
that easily from their own 22^. 

And besides. Woodward’s 
baby-boomer generation will 
an enormous amount from 
the experience, irrespective of 


the result. While the coaching 
team have been downplaying 
expectations at .every, available 
opportunity, .fee.M^tLlfciaBs 
and Tboy Diproses of CbJBs world 
have been talking with breath- 
less excitement of giving Cbflen 
something to think about or 


ENGLAND v NEW ZEALAND 


' at Old TmffbnJ 

M Perry Bath 15 C Cullen — — M anawatu 

P Rees Sale M J Wilson — Otago 

W Greenwood — ^Leicester 13 F Bunce North Harbour 

P de Glanville Bath 12 A leremia VSfeHiqgton 

A Adebayo Bath II J Lomu .Counties 

MCatt — Bath 10 AMehrtens Canterbury 

K Bracken ..Saracens 9 J Marshall Canterbury ea^t' 

J Leonard— -Harlequins I CDowd— — Auckland 

R Cockerin Leicester 1 N Hewitt Southlands 

D Girforth Leicester 3 O Brown — -Auckland 

M Johnson —Leicester 4 I Jones — North Harbour 

G Archer — Newcastle 5 R Brooke Auckland 

LDallagKo Wasps, capt 6 TRandefl Otago 

R Diprose. Saracens 8 Z Brooke. Auckland 

RHHI Saracens 7 JKronfefd Otago 


R HHL. 


(Bath); 20 D Grewcock (Leicester): 
2f N Back (Leicester). 


C R ric hahn an n (Audthnd): 21 A 
Blowers (Otago). 


Referee: P Marshall (Australia) 


Kick-aft: L0 (Sky Sports 2) 


putting ZJnrjin Brooke dp-his 
backside, Good on them. - . 

paed 

feces of 

the "home side. Quite how 
David Rees can. even hope to 
stop a fully recovered, felly re- 
juvenated Jonah Lomu is any- 
one’s guess and if Jason 


Leonard fails, to galvanise 
Richard Cockerill and Dairen 


Garforth into producing fee 
games of thefr respective lives, 
the scrummage could well be a 
grisly sight Honourable de- 
feat, however, would give 
Woodward and Mitchell some- 


thing to bite on. 


Three evenings ago, John 
Hart, the Ail Black coach. Was 


enjoying a drink in the team 


hoteL “This may be a question 
too far, John,” said an Englis h 
journalist, “but if you were 
coaching us, could yon woik out 


a way of beating the All 
Blacks?” “Yes,” he replied. 
“And before you ask it, your ndrt 
question would be a question 
too far.” Oh well, Clive. We 


tried our best 


Scotland v Australia, page 25 
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CRICKET 


MacLaurin prepared for satellite TV coverage of Tests 












Lord’s could be beading for con- 
flict with fans if Lord MacLau- 
rin has his way as he attempts 
to boost the game’s finances. 

The chairman of the Eng- 
land and Wales Cricket Board 
wants coverage of England's 
home Test matches to be put out 
to tender, with rights going to 
the highest bidder. 

Ar present, subscription 
channels are not allowed to se- 
cure the live rights but, if the 
bidding was opened up, there 
would be a strong chance of the 
BBC being outbid by Sky, which 
already broadcasts live coverage 
of overseas Tests, one-day 


matches and the Benson and 
Hedges Cup. 

MacLaurin is intending to 
lobby government to have the 
existing regulations scrapped, so 
that cricket can follow football 
in capitalising fully on its mar- 
ketability. 

In an article in the Financial 
Times, MacLaurin said: “With 
more than £300m required to 
fund the first-class and recre- 
ational game, cricket is far from 


wealthy. Manchester United 
Football Club have an annual 
income far in excess of the 
ECB’s total budget. 

“At a time when television 
has become the sport’s prime 
source of revenue, aU the ECB 
seeks is the right to strike a bal- 
ance for cricket between expo- 
sure and revenue, as other 
sports’ governing bodies have 
shown it is both possible and vi- 
tal to do.” 


O Published by Newspaper Publishing PLC, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London 
EM SDL. and pooled ai Mirror Cotaar Prim. Si Albans Hoad, Watford and Hofflnwood 
Avenue, Oldham. Back issues available from Histone Newspapers, 01988 84037a 
StfBRb; 2Z Naaaabar 1997 
R^tecred at i tcapsa Ait Port OSes 


The main objection to such 
a move could weO come from 
fans. They could be obliged; to 
pay for a subscription channel 
in order to continue' to enjoy 
watching fee gytmw at the high- 
est level. At present, all Eng- 
land’s home international , 
cricket can be seen for fee 
price of fee annual licence fee. 

MacLaurin thinks remov- 
ing such games from the list of 
protected, prune events would 
simply enable the ECB to net 
gotiate a fair price for television 
rights. He suggested that match- . 
es like fee Lord’s Tfest coutfstill 
be protected. 
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Stack ’em up: how H Vino in-London keeps itself -at the -ready. For other ways to store wine. In quantities great and small, see Property on page 10 Photograph: Philip Meech 



Home hunter beware! Don’t believe what you see 


Home buyers all too 
often rely on surveyors 
to spot any costly 
defects and most have a 
touching faith in the 
honesty of sellers. 

But buyers should 
beware of the tricks of 
the would-be sellers and 
be warned that the law 
is not always an effective 
remedy. Surveyors, as 
Gmerta Vedrickas discovers, 
are getting wise to the 
tricks as these 
cautionary tales prove: 


Your prospective buyers are 
due. You throw everything un- 
der the bed, put some coffee on 
and plump up the cushions. 
This is perfectly acceptable be- 
haviour when trying to sell 
your home. But some vendors 
go a lot further. 

Rubin Scott describes his at- 
tempts to sell his home in 
Brighton: “A gaping crack ran 
from the cellar to the roof. In 
the 24 hours before the survey 
I filled, painted and nibbed dirt 


on the downstairs crack to age 
it I even made curry for break- 
fast to mask the smell of paint. 

“The surveyor missed it and 
said that had 1 filled and paint- 
ed upstairs as well nobody 
would have noticed.” 

When his first sale col- 
lapsed, Mr Scott took the sur- 
veyor's advice and, after an 
unproblematic survey, his 
house is again under offer. 

Buyers may believe that all 
problems show up in the sur- 
veyor’s report, especially if they 
commission an independent 
survey rather than relying on 
the bank or building society’s 
surveyor, who carries out a 
survey for the lender’s eyes only 
to establish that the loan is jus- 
tified. David Parkin, a chartered 
surveyor for more than 10 
years, is more cynical. “If you 
went to your doctor for a check- 
up they’d ask you to take your 
clothes off. Our job is like ex- 
amining someone who is wear- 
ing an overcoat” 

They are learning to spot the 
■obvious stunts such as die 
pain t-disguising curry or in- 
deed the spert the c±icaneTy per- 
petrated by Mi c hael Atkinson. 
His “patient” was on the criti- 


cal list Hying to sell his two-up 
two-down in Feckham forced 
him to take desperate measures 
after his first buyers pulled out 
when the surveyor’s report 
showed problems: “A wooden 
addition to the back of Lhe 
house was about to collapse. 
The estate agent said someone 
else was coming to view and I 
panicked. 2 didn’t have any 
wood so I chopped the for-sale 
sign down and used it to replace 


paste, it looked great and the 
room smelled lovely," Simon 
Matthews says. 

Estate agents are not oblig- 
ed to look for defects in the 
properties they are asked to seL 
They prefer to believe the best 
of vendors. Stephen Smith, 
manager of Bushells in Dul- 
wich, says: “If you’re selling a 
car you clean it up and make it 
look its best. It is the same with 
a house." He explains his role: 


‘We took down the dartboard and 
found lots of holes In the wall. 
We filled them with toothpaste 
and the room smelled lovely* 


one of the rotten posts. The buy- 
er loved the house and knew 
nothing of themirade cure.” 

Most house vendors admit 
to impromptu, yet minor, de- 
ceptions. “We played a lot of 
darts. On moving day we took 
the dartboard down and found . 
hundreds of holes- in the wall 
We filled them with tooth- 


“We act for the vendor and 
don’t ask questions. It sounds 
awful but we don’t want to 
know - 99.9 per cent of our 
clients are honourable and, af- 
ter all, buying properly is very 
much caveat emfaor\UA the buy- 
er beware]." 

. Even a wary buyer can be 
misled. Vendors are nowadays 


legally obliged to complete 
preliminary enquiries where 
they give information on afl as- 
pects of their house, including 
questions about neighbour dis- 
putes. 

Caroline Sherry, senior con- 
veyancing solicitor at the Lon- 
don firm of Glazer Delmar, 
believes most people are hon- 
est but recalls a client who hat- 
ed his noisy flat so decided to 
buy a peaceful -looking bunga- 
low. “The seller slated that 
there had been no trouble with 
neighbours. My diem moved in 
and found they were notorious 
in the area. They tipped rubbish 
everywhere, graffitied 'on ad- 
joining walls and had parties un- 
til 3am." 

He could have sued the 
vendor, although case law is 
rare in this area, but has cho- 
sen instead to try to selL “Most 
people can’t be bothered to sue 
as the process is so long-wind- 
ed. You may get compensation 
but you would still be stuck whh 
the problem,” Ms Sherry says. 

Her client’s future respons- 
es to preliminary enquiries will 
be between him and his con- 
science; and admitting to a 
problem could scare off buyers. 
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UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT/ "GIRL POWER* PEP 

A cheap and cheerful plan 


The product: Family Assurance’s 
“Girl Power" PEP. 

The Even those on low in- 

comes can take advantage of tax- 
free investment growth by saving 
in a personal equity plan. Savers 
need only put away as little as £10 
a month. 

pins points: All taxpayers help 
to finance PEP tax reliefs worth 
£800m a year. Among the top- 
earning 10 per cent of the pop- 
ulation, more than one-quarter 
take up PEPS. Yet among the 
lowest-earning tenth of the pop- 
ulation, only 1 per "cent do. 

PEft are acting asa subsidy from 
all taxpayers to the better-off 
ones who can afford to save. 


Family is making PEPs accessi- 
ble to 9 nriDJon investors who can 
save just £10 a month: Charges 
are low, shaving off just 2.4 per 
cent a year from investment 
growth. The slightly cheesy title. 
Girl Power PEP, is because 
savers can slop and start without 
penalty, meaning they are not pe- 
nalised for a career break. 
Drawbacks and risks: The min- 
imum monthly payment is the 
lowest around. Charges,, how- 
ever, are not the lowest available. 
Charges do not matter if Family’s 
investment vehicle, .the Bunily 
Balanced Unit 'Trust, grows by 
enough. If you believe Fhmilycan 
make your money grow as last 


as top-performing investment 
managers, such as Perpetual, 
where the minimum saving is£29 
a month, buy this. But if Per- 
petual beats Family’s investment 
record h may well be worth 
paying the higher charges. Fam- 
ily claims it has stayed in the top 
quartile of fund managers over 
one, two and three years. James 
Bruce, of Go lcta ester-based Cor- 
porate and Personal Planning, 
disputes this, ranking it in the 
third quartile of fund managers 
over one and two years. 
Verdict: Should be popular, 
though the Spice Girls probably 
won't bother. 

Marks out of Ids Four. 


“You are legally obliged to be 
truthful. If you take 3 calculat- 
ed risk, you may be sued,” Ms 
Sheny warns. 

One vendor who took that 
risk dashed buyer Luisa Pati- 
ent fs hopes of a beautiful fam- 
ily home for herself, partner 
Julian and baby Martha. 

“We liked the house mainly 
because of the garden. When 
we asked the vendors about the 
adjoining building, they said it 
was an electrical warehouse so 
we thought no more of iL We’d 
seen an old sign there so it 
seemed to fit Tire day after we 
moved in we woke to the most 
disgusting smell of fumes." 

Ms Fazienti did not know 
they could sue bnt battled in- 


stead (o get something done 
about what turned out to be a 
motorcycle helmet spraying 
factory behind their home. “It 
ruined two years of our time 
here. 

“Every time we smelt fumes 
we bad to ring up the council 
and there was this pathetic 
traipsing through our house so 
that they could witness it. I 
found it very traumatic ” 

The family suffered from 
sore throats and headaches 
and were angry about the de- 
ceit “Neighbours told me that 
the previous owners knew, so 
basically they told us a lie. 
This upset me as they knew we 
had a baby. Td gp into Martha's 
bedroom, smell fumes and 


get completely hysterical." 

Two years on, the factors' D0 
longer sprays paint Martha 
plays with her sister, Georgia, 
in the garden and sleeps undis- 
turbed by fumes. “We’re hap- 
py now but we’ve learned a 
lesson and will be more careful 
next time,” Ms Pazienti says. 

Think you smell a rat when 
viewing that perfect property? 
If it turns out to be curry, paint 
or even toothpaste, then be- 
ware. Before buying, make im- 
promptu vials at different times 
of day, don’t just rely on the sur- 
vey and talk to neighbours. 

Caroline Sherry. Glazer Delmar, 
01 71-639 8801; Bushells, 0181- 
2991721 



It is nearly five years since a guaranteed 
income bond offered you 10% net p.a. 
(equivalent to 12.98% gross pa.)* 

This exclusive investment from Chase 
de Vere stands alone in today's market. It 
offers you die highest' one-year interest rate 
and the security of with-profits invesement- 
The Double Bonus Bond is a .unique 
combination of two first-rate products from 
rwo of die leading investment groups in die 


market - G.E. Financial Assurance and 
Scottish' Widows. 

It is straightforward and uncomplicated 
- allowing you to boost your income on half 
your investment by 10% net over 12 months 
and achieve with-profits security with built- 
in bonuses on the other half. 

The minimum investment is £10,000 but 
funds are limited, so please call for full 
details immediately. 


CALL NOW OR COMPLETE THE CCXJPON AND SEND TO CHASE DE VERE INVESTMENTS. FREEPOST. BRISTOL BSI8 7JX 

J" ’lease send me details of the Double Bonus Bond 


CALL NOW FOR YOl R PACK 


0800 526 093 

LINUS OPHN 24 HOURS 


DOUBLE BONUS BOND 
CHASE DE VERE 
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MONEY MAKEOVER 


Brown must 
tread carefully 


Get the 


The shake-out on the stock 
market in the past few weeks 
has inevitably had a damp- 
ening effect on investor con- 
fidence. It would be worrying 
if it had noL Shares and 
other investments linked to 
the stock market are actually 
10 per cent cheaper now 
than they were at the begin- 
ning of October but investors 
w3i not want to buy heavily 
until they are reasonably cer- 
tain the shake-out has end- 
ed, and that is not yet dear. 

Another reason why in- 
vestors are pausing for re- 
flection is the possible effects 
of the Chancellor’s pre-Bud- 
ge l review on taxation policy 
on Tuesday. Financial advis- 
ers have been encouraging 
clients to buy personal equity 
plans, realise capital gains, 
change wills, transfer assets 
to children and set up trusts 
to shelter their assets against 
inheritance tax in case Gor- 
don Brown makes it more 
difficult and less tax-effective 
from Tuesday. But the nat- 
ural reaction of most in- 
vestors will have been to 
wait and see rather than try 
and second-guess the Chan- 
cellor. 

He may well announce 
plans to reform capital gains 
tax and inheritance tax to try 
and make them more pro- 
ductive as taxes, in sharp con- 
tras t to John Major’s 
government, which seemed 
ready to abolish both taxes, 
but never actually got round 
to doing so. 

CGT is a complex tax, and 
a move to a simpler system, 
perhaps abolishing indexation 
in favour of exempting gains 
made over longer periods of 
time, would be widely wel- 
comed but it is likely to be 
balanced by tighter rules on 
short-term gains. 

Inheritance tax has be- 
come almost a voluntary tax 
thanks to the regular in- 
creases in the starting point 
to the current level of 
£215,000 and the concession 
allowing life-time gifts to es- 
cape the net altogether if the 
donor survived for seven 
years could well be tightened 
up. The starting point could 
also be reduced if the start- 
ing rale of 40 per cent is cut. 
But it would be a risky move 
to tinker with the rule which 


exempts all assets left to sur- 
viving spouses in the UK. 

These are not the only ar- 
eas where reform is needed. 
The rules on pension con- 
tributions are complicated 
and clearly work against the 
urgent need to encourage in- 
dividuals to contribute more 
to pension provisions. 

Individuals need to know 
how existing pension 
schemes will sit alongside the 
promised stakeholder and 
citizen pension plans. But 
Consultation is srilt taking 
place and it could be two 
years before they are up and 
running. 

Hopefully Mr Brown will 
see the need to clarify the re- 
lationship and reduce the rak 
of creating uncertainty winch 
could discourage contribu- 
tions to existing pension 
plans. He would be taking a 
real risk of inhibiting con- 
tributions if, after reducing 
tax relief on pension funds in 
July, he tries on Tuesday to 
reduce tax relief on individ- 
ual pension contributions 
across the board with im- 
mediate effect. He may well 
however, be tempted to re- 
strict tax relief on pension 
contributions to the stan- 
dard rate of tax. 

The prospect of changes 
in tax concessions on savings 
when the individual savings 
accounts are introduced in 
1999 is already discouraging 
demand for PEPs and Tessas. 
Although providers and ad- 
visers have naturally been try- 
ing to persuade investors to 
buy while stocks last, cm the 
grounds that the tax breaks 
on the ISA will be less at- 
tractive, investors will be re- 
luctant to buy more PEPs 
until they know whether 
there will be a fixed limit on 
the total tax-free savings in- 
dividuals can hold, which 
might mean large PEP in- 
vestors lose tax relief on 
their excess holdings- 

The trick next week is to 
banish uncertainly even 
though new rules are not 
ready to introduce. If Mr 
Brown can do that the fi- 
nancial services providers 
and advisers can look for- 
ward to another bumper 
sales season next spriag. If he 
fails he could damage the in- 
dustry materially- 


pension 
sorted - 
and buy 
a large 
diary 



The Lefdeys will live in Fiji for three years but want to make sure they have something to come back to Photograph: John U//rer>cQ 1 


Names: Chris and Rebecca Leftiey. 

Ages: 45 and 31. 

Family: They have a boy of three and Rebecca 
is expecting a baby in March next year. 
Occupations: College librarian and market re- 
searcher. 

Financial issues: Chris and Rebecca are com- 
fortably off. They live in college accommoda- 
tion and rent out . a house they own in 
Oxfordshire which they have just had valued 
at £90,000. 

Chris has been offered a job in Fiji with a 
three-year contract The pay is good by local 
standards but leas than be is getting in the UK. 
Rebecca will stop working before the baby ar- 
rives and may well not find a suitable job in 
Fiji 

If they sell the house before they go, they 
could expect to make a profit of £10,000 to 
£12000 to add to their current savings and give 
them around £25,000 to invest 

But when they return to the UK in three 
years' time, they would have no home to re- 
turn to. 

If they keep on renting out the house, they 
would have a home to come back to, but they 
would not have as big a lump sum to invest 

Chris reckons, on past experience, they 
would need to set aside £5.000 to meet con- 
tingencies. which would reduce the sum they 
could invest to around £6,000 Which way 
should they play it? 

The advisee Michael Bell is the principal of 
Michael Bell & Co, a firm of independent fi- 
nancial advisers based at 7 High Street, Dray- 
ton. Abingdon in Oxfordshire (01235 531388). 
The advice: The opportunity to spend three 
yeare on a tropical island is a dream come true. 
However, there are always practical consid- 
erations which get in the way. 

Although your pay will be good by kxal stan- 
dards, you will have a shortfall of UK national 
insurance contributions w hfle working overseas 
Much would affect your pension entitlements, 
unless on your return, within six years, you can ‘ 


make Class 3 voluntary contributions to restore 
your state pension entitlement 

Both your own and your current employ- 
er’s pension contributions will be suspended 
after December. 

The pension company will allow you to hold 
existin g funds in your name and you, will be able 
to recommence contributions once you are 
earning and paying UK taxes. 

A contribution now could be considered as 
money paid in lieu of contributions to be missed 
over the next three years. Alternatively, you 
could make regular contributions to a personal 
international pension arrangement. 

A suitable medical expenses plan offering 
world-wide cover is essential You will need to 
investigate the availability, suitability and cost 
of obtaining NHS/Social Security benefits lo- 
cally. 

With a young son and a baby due in 
March, sound local medical facilities are vital 
After this, pre-school facilities and your son’s 
educational requirements will be uppermost 
in your mind. 

Your remuneration will not be subject to 
UK taxes but you will be taxed locally. . 
Housing: As you are likely to return in three 
years, I suggest retaining Che Oxfordshire prop- 
erty. House prices have increased recently and 
a sale now could result in having to pay more 
than expected when you return. You may wish 
to consider having your property profession- 
ally valued prior to your departure and upon 
your return, as there is potential for capital gains 
tax liability. 

Retaining the property has the advantage 
of “saving” agency and legal fees. Future buy- 
ing costs are likely to include stamp duty, too. 
A good letting agent is vital while you are so 
far away. Happily, you are already familiar with 
lettiqg procedures and this locality is well sought 
after by tenants. 

The Inland Revenue can provide a very use- 
ful leaflet, IR140, Non-resident landlords, their 
agents and tenants, telling you about tax and 


the UK rental income of non-readent . land- 
lords. 

It describes the tax obligations of landlords, 
letting agents and tenants. Non-resident land- 
lords can apply to the Inland Revenue’s Fi- 
nancial Intermediaries and Claims Office 
(Fico) for approval to receive their rental in- 
come with no tax deducted. 

Once rents are received and outgoings are 
allowed for, you are currently breaking even. 
Your mortgage is on an interest-only basis, sup- 
ported by monthly personal equity plan con- 
tributions. I suggest changing this to a capital 
and interest baas as PEP contributions vrill not 
be permitted while you are overseas. - 

Selling the property and investing the sur- 
plus funds means you are investingyonr future 
house purchase deposit. 

Ak a minimum benchmark, die investment 

must keep pace with any house price inflation. 
There is a risk that investment under-perfor- 
mance could jeopardise your future bouse pur- 
chase. 

It is veiy likely that your four-year fixed-in- 
terest rate mortgage has an early redemption 
penalty, which would only add to your costs. 
Investment: Details of your existing arrange- 
ments, tax situation and perceived attitude to 
risk are essential before making firm recom- 
mendations. 

You will be liable to UK income tax if your 
UK income, after allowable expenses, exceeds 
personal allowances. Inland Revenue leaflet 
ER.13S, Living or retiring abroad, will be useful 
in this respect. 

Your £5,000 contingency fund needs to be 
held on deposit with reasonable access. It is 
possible to secure a deposit-bearing account 
with direct debit/standing order facilities to 
meet regular commitments. 

With the £5,000 mentioned above earning 
deposit interest, you have £6,000 (less any pen- 
sion contribution) to be invested to maintain 
a balance between risk and reward. 

I recommend making use of your personal 
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Cash in early issues of ‘granny bonds’ 
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£100,000 Guaranteed Cover, 25 Year Term 
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Age 30 

Eagle Star 

Scottish Widows 

Legal & General 

Marks and Spencer 

£11.93 

£12/45 

£1250 
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Age 35 

Eagle Star 

Legal & General 

Scottish Widows 

Marks and Spencer 

£17.99 
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Age 30 

Eagle Star 

£833 

Age 35 

Eagle Star 

£1159 
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Scottish Widows 

*930 

Legal & General 

£1230 

£10.00* 

Scottish Widows 

£1355 

Marks and Spencer 

£10-45 
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£13.75 


You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
to change it 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties fra dying You begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 
changes. 

Happily, The Equitable Life has never paid commission 
to third parties for the introduction of new business. You 
don’t have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you decide to retire 
early, your benefits would be exactly the same as if you had 
chosen that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing Hint 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in die ILK. 

If you’d Eke to know more, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send 
off the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 


Investors are still not sure 
whether the next move in in- 
terest rates will be upwards but 
the upward tick in the rate of 
inflation has certainly in- 
creased the appeal of index- 
linked natioaal savings 
certificates. 

The 1 1th issue, which went 
on sale this summer, pays 2.75 
per cent on top of the current 
rate of inflation as measured by 
the retail price index, provid- 
ed they are held for five years. 
The interest is free of income 
tax and the capital is also in- 
dexed against inflation. 

Unlike index-linked gill- 
edged stocks, which are index- 
linked to the rate of inflation 
eight months in arrears, index- 
linked savings certificates are 


indexed to the latest inflation 
figure available at the start of 
each sales month. 

Until 30 November that is 
the September figure pub- 
lished in October. From 1 De- 
cember it will be the October 
figure released earlier this 
month. 

The previous issue pays 
only inflation phis 25 per cent 

But it is not really worth the 
while of people who bought the 
earlier issue switching now be- 
cause the published premium 
on top of inflation is an aver- 
age rate which is only reached 
in the fifth and final year. 

The premium is lowest in 
the first year and is highest in 
the fifth and final year. 

But it does pay to cash in 


earlier issues of index-linked 
certificates which have already 
reached matnrity because they 
then earn only the so-called ex- 
tension rate, and the ongoing 
interest is only indexed with no 
premium above the retail price 
index. 

So if you have a set of old 
certificates tucked away in the 
bureau, look them out ndw, 
take them in to the post office 
and ask to have them rein- 
vested in the current issue. 

The first issues, of course, 
were available only to pen- 
sioners, hence the popular 
name of granny ~ bonds, and 
even now 70 per cent are 
bought by the over 55s andonly 
5 percent by the under 35s* 
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. equity plan allowances. While the foil taxation 
advanta ges may not apply, PEP plans can pro-?. . 
vide a more economic means of buying and*-* 
holding collective .equity investments. 

■ \bu can continue to invest in and ramnytMT^ 
PEP priorto your departure but not once you L ‘ 
are living abroad. 1 

- Chris should consider topping up his PEP ' 
before departure. The famity investment port-" ' 
folio would also benefit from diversification by ' 
Rebecca investing in her own PEP using an- 
other plan manager and a different investment ■* 
sector. 

In the recent budget it was announced that ■ 
Individual Savings Acooimis (ISAs) seem like- 
ly to either replace or encompass PEPS and Tx- • . 
sas from April 1999. 

No rules have been announced to date./ 
Once ISAs are launched we can consider 
whether it will be beneficial to switch existing . 
investments into this new product Meanwhile 
PEPs continue to offer highly beneficial tax- : 
free investment and it makes sense to take full 
advantage in the time remaining. 

With some exceptions, there, is no capital * 
gains tax in Fiji. 

Income from interest dividends, etc, is not ' 
subject to tax where someone from outside is 
in employment under a contract of not more 
than three years. .... 

Depending on the rates offered, this might 
influen t*; your local savings and investment 
arrangements but be sure to check on the 
provider’s security before investing 

With all the excitement Of planning for a 
new life, it is easy to forget that things can, and 
do, go wrong. This is an opportunity to review 
your need to provide essential protection for, 
all the family. 

If you are to hold property in your new place 
of residence, you should consider making a for- 
eign will for foreign property. 

Finally, you will need a good size 1998-2000 
diaiy to make holiday booking? for all your fam- ’ 
ify and friends. Bon voyage! ' f 
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www.equhable.co. uk 


Age next Birthday. Sample monthly preadnm rates only. 
Source: Company’s iflustraioniThe Exchange I0th/1 14 Nov 97. 
• £10.00 minimum premium gives cover of £103596 


kfa — fan hJtisc wfll only be grren on Equitable group product* 
Rc guimc d by die Personal Invcsnncm Authority 
THE UFE.FBEEPCST. ^TALTWf STKEET, AYLESEUBi BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HTC1 7BZ 


Notice to Cardholders of 
Interest Change 


Due to the change in Base Rate from over Base Rate remains constant. t 

*7 AAfly ^ Orn/ n ’• ’.V 1 



0800 77 66 66 

Open 24 hours a day , 7 days a week 


PENSIONS and LIFE ASSURANCE... 
DIRECTLY BY TELEPHONE 


EAGLE STAR uikocilii Wi icucrnoiic, 

I W pan mw* lain ' „ . fell Mr 


Th- Jan ibo avsbofe Hr ages ra ro w — -a — — — - — — * — 

r^F«-y*irprafcrf**J<^^toEagteStir [ fflyb e iK^ 

nggbttd by 8r Peraond [instant Authority, fafemarwo or atWce *3 only he provided oo Eagk Star products. 


To: TfceEqoiuWc Lite. FREEPOST Wahoo Street. AYLESBURY Bucks HP2L 7BR 
iwoUnbme cfcidro Ik EqoiuUt'* patios plot I fl**tfesylsrain INPF7G 
ImBrafkpt oat taacaqaat pna icfctnr □ 


NAME 'Mr M>* Mia) . 
ADDRESS 


Tck (Office) 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


7.00% to 7.25%, your RBS Advanta Condition 5 of your RBS Advanta* 1 


Card interest rate for Purchases and Card Conditions of Use is varied^-! 


Cash Advances will be amended 
accordingly from the first day of next 


accordingly. If you have any questions 
about this change, please call 'o'tir * 


month. Your interest rate margin Customer Service Centre on: 


(calls charged at local rate). 


RBS ADVANTA 




RcpKeitti in SrodwiiJ No. 1572S6. Rcgncnml Office 42 St Andrew S<psc. Edmboi^i EH2 2VE. 

RBS Aiimoa n a joint venture company owned by "ttie Royal Bonk ofScodud pk and Ad**nn CorporroofL 
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COLL ECT TO INVEST 


At this price , it needs pluck 


Guitars are the loners of the musical 
industry. If they haven’t been hurled 
over footlights, they’ve been 
abandoned under a bed by an amateur 
- with blistered fingers. But, as John 
Windsor reports, these mistreated 
instruments are now in demand as 
investments. 

Bonhams held its first guitars-ooty auction in 
June, the only one in London, and its second is 
next Thursday (llam). Saleroom debuts dedi- 
cated to a single commodity are instructive mar- 
ket-makers: they tend to go either through the 
roof or the floor. Among stringed instruments, 
the auction market for guitars is the rawest and 
most capricious. 

Whereas violins, especially well-used and 
cared-for concert and music-school instruments 
in the £1 ,000-£ 10X100 range, sell at auction in their 
hundreds, guitars are mainly solo instruments. 
You never quite know where they’ve been. 

Most change hands in private deals or are sold 
by dealers in shops or at fairs, where buy- 
ers who intend playing them can 
question the vendors. It is ^ 

only collectable “assori- 
ation” guitars that be- 
longed to pop stars 
that seQ best at auc- 
don. 

Stratocaster 
may be 

tered. but at C 

least you can 

read in the cat- wetWT + .! 

alogue that 
Jimi Hendrix 
shattered iL As 

it happened, "i 

Bonhams’ first ^■Splr 

guitar sale 
flopped. Of the 125 
lots, only 33 sold. In an 

established market, an ’’w!!., 

auctioneer turning in such 
a disastrous result would re- 
sign. But Bonhams' Jim West- ■ 
brook, a 38-year-old guitar teacher ^ 

with 50 pupils in Brighton who had 
pitched Bonhams the idea of guitar sales, . 
is undeterred, even chipper. He is building up 
a database of his target market - guitar players 
and teachers. They showed up in disappointingly 
small numbers in June. The sale W3s packed with 


bargain-hunting dealers, who were baulked by 
his bullish reserves, and by trendy young voyeurs, 
some unable to tell an electric Gibson from a 
classical Hauser at 20 paces. Several g t ri- 

tars by living makers, having failed to sell in the 
first sale, are back in next week's, this time with 
more modest estimates. This is the soft under- 
belly of the guitar market. 

So why join a waiting list for new ones or pay 
a retail dealer top whack? Snap them up before 
more buyers enter the market. A rla«ir»i gui- 
tar made in 1986 by Edward Jones of Oxford, 
who started his career making 
harpsichords and 
signs himself 
“luthier” on 
the label, 
failed to sell 
at an esti- 
mated 
£ 1 , 100 - 


rs.A 


mm u hi 

. - j M and is 

Rags H im, * m »»* *** a 

lower esti- 
mate: £S50- 
£1,000. You 
might pay £1500 
in a shop for this 
fine specimen in prized 
Brazilian rosewood. By it out at 
one of the pre-sale views. A !9S4 classical gui- 
tar by the London maker Trevor Semple, in Hem- 


BARGAIN BASEMENT 


Leeds &Hoibeck Building So- 
ciety will raise rates on some of 
its investment accounts nest 
week. Rates on the Albion 30 
postal account will rise by up to 
0.55 per cent with investments 
of £10,000 to £24,999 earning 
7.4 per cent gross and invest- 
ments of £150,000 e arning 8.10 
per cent gross. Call 0500 
225777. 

Alliance & Leicester has put to- 
gether a package of unsecured 
loans in the run-up to Christ- 
mas. The rate for loans from 
£1 22500 to £15,000 has been re- 
duced from 12.7 per cent APR 
to 1 1-5 per cent APR while the 
rate for £5,000 to £12,499 is 133 


per cent APR and the rate for 
£2^00 to £4,999 is 143 percent 
APR. Call 0990 626262. 

Britannia Building Society is 
launching four mortgages next 
week. The two-year discount 
rate is 635 per cent fee-free, 
two, four and 10-year fixed-rate 
mortgages are at 5.74 per cent, 
6.74 per cent and 7.49 per 
cent, plus Britannia's mem- 
bers' loyalty bonus scheme and 

32 months' free unemployment 
cover. Borrowers wanting to se- 
cure their mortgage payments 
for a shorter time can lock into 
rates as low as 5.74 per cent for 
a full two years. Contact 
branches. 


Baronworth Investment Ser- 
vices offers a one-year guar- 
anteed bond combined with a 
with-profits bond to yield 1033 
per cent tax-free. Minimum 
investment is £10,000 and half 
will be invested in a one-year 
guaranteed bond with Pinnacle 
Insurance while the remainder 
will be invested in a with-prof- 
its bond of the customer’s 
choice. Call 0181-518 1218. 

Coventry Building Society has 
launched a five-year fixed-rale 
mortgage set at 65 per emt 
with an arrangement fee of 
£295 and a capped-rate mort- 
gage set at 75 per cent with no 
arrangement fee and a cash- 


d uras rosewood with mosaic butterfly 
decoration, was unwanted at £1 ,000- 
£1500 last time round. Now it is 
£800-£1,000. Likely shop price: 

£1,800. Appearing for the . 

first time at auction: a yQ 

19% classical guitar by J&j3> 

David Whiteman of VOSsa ! 

Brighton. He 

learned guitar- , 1 

making at 
the old 


London 

r College of 

Furniture, 
whose world- 
famous name has 
r been absorbed by the 

London Guildhall Uni- 
; versity, and is now a senior 

lecturer in guitar-making there. 
He has been hailed by Tun 
V Mildaucic, one of America's biggest 

. classical guitar dealers, as “one of the 

best new makers J*ve found in England”. 

The Whiteman, in Brazilian rosewood, is es- 
timated £700-£1,000. Likely shop 
price: £1500. 

Mr Westbrook will tell 
you that it has lain under 
the bed of its owner, who 
.Mm- never got round to learning 

'jMp to play. He does find out 

where they’ve been. These 
fine contemporary instru- 
ments will rise in price. 

As for investing in the rest: watch 
iL It probably takes less time to learn to 
play the guitar than to boDe up on the sort of 
minutiae that can make a ten-fold difference in 
value. Each kind of guitar - 18th and 19th cen- 
tury classical, contemporary classical, acoustic, 
electric, archtop, slide - is virtually a different 
commodity. Each has its own arcana a nd anec- 
dote. Mr Westbrook is one of the few who can 
tell the difference between a modern classical 
Jos£ Ramirez 1A and 2A The 2A is of second 
quality, defined perhaps by a mere slip of the chis- 
el, now burred over. 

Even the renowned MX who made guitars for 
Ramirez of Madrid in the Sixties, could occa- 
sionally turn out a 2A. But if you know that 
Segovia favoured guitars made by MT - that’s 
Mariano Tezanos Castro, to aficionados - then 
you will not be put off if you find his initials writ- 
ten inside a guitar said to be by Ramirez. 


back of £400. Both are available 
for loans up to 95 per cent of 
the purchase price. Borrowers 
wiQ quality for the society’s priv- 
ilege rate after March 2003. 
Contact branches. 

Wubrich Building Society s in- 
troducing two-year fixed-rate 
mortgages starting at 4.99 per 
cent for a maximum loan of 95 
per cent LTV. The application 
fee is £350 and Woolwich 
Homewise insurance must be 
taken. Five-year fixes start at 
6.69 per cent with the same re- 
strictions. Contact branches. 

Time is running out for people 
who want to obtain the fifth edi- 


tion of the Ghartwdl With 
Profit Bond Guide, lb receive 
a copy, call 01225 446 556. 

Skipton Boilding Society is 
raising the rate on its base rate 
tracker account, the third rise 
since its launch in July. Mini- 
mum investment is £5,000 and 
interest rates vary between 125 
per cent gross on balances up 
to £24,999 and 75 per cent 
gross on balances over £25,000. 
Call 0800 446776. 

The David Aaron Partnership 
and GE Financial Assurance 
are offering a new flexible ac- 
cess bond. This is an instant-ac- 
cess postal account which 


offers a rate of 6. 10 per cent net 
of baric-rate tax. GE Financial 
Assurance is part of GE Cap- 
ital of America, the largest pub- 
licly quoted company in the 
world as measured by market 
capitalisation. Call the David 
Aaron Partnership on 0190S 
281544. 

BESt Investment publishes a 
magazine, BESt PEP , that 
opens up the world of PEP in- 
vestment to first- imo savers. 
The free magazin provides ad- 
vice on which pin rts to invest in 
and which ones to ovoid as well 
as general background infor- 
mation. For a copy, call 0990 
112255. 
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Bemabe) left Ramirez 
and became famous without 
Segovia’s patronage. It can be con-- 
' fusing. Sometimes the makers simply far- 

got to write their initials. A Ramirez 1A 

in next week's sale has no initials but is es- 
timated £1,200-£1,600. Sotheby's sold a 1A 
Ramirez without initials for £1,620 in its musi- 
cal instrument sale this week. 

Famous players do add value. Julian Bream 
popularised Hauser and the English maker 
Kevin Aram acquired a long waiting list for his 
guitars when news leaked out that Bream had 
taken to them : one sold for £2300 in Bonhams ' 
June sale (estimate £2.000-£?.,20D). Investors 
shoald also look at the electric prototype and two 
fiist-off production models made since 1989 by 
Patrick Eggle on his form near St Albans, with 
the belp of funds from the Prince’s Trust. Cliff 
Richard, Jethro Bill and the Sharoen are among 
pop names who have played them on stage. Es- 
timates £450-£650 to £3,000-£4J)00. 

The auction price record for a guitar is stiU 
the £198,000 paid at Sotheby's in 1990 for a 1968 
electric Fender Stratocaster. Fenders made af- 
ter 1965, when Leo Fender sold out to the CBS 
record company, are worth less. But this one hap- 
pened to have been played by Jimi Hendrix at 
Woodstock. 

On the other hand, John Lennon played Rick- 
enbackers. How many people have heard of 
them? As for the top-priced Gibson Les Paul 
Standard, pioneer solid-body electric of 1958-60, 
what big names played it, apart from Eric Clap- 
ton? Only about 1,000 were made. It commands 
£2Q,000-£ 100,000 and is still rising. 

Non-association pre-1965 Stratocaster prices 
have risen to £4,000-£ 10,000, too expensive for 
some collectors, who are now pushing up prices 
of Seventies models (Hendrix played those, too). 
There is a Seventies Stratocaster in next week’s 
sale es timate d at a mere £300-£400. 

The nearest thing to pop collectables in the 
sale are three Fender Stralocasters from a lim- 
ited edition of 40 made for Stratocaster’s 1954 
40tfa anniversary film. Curves, Contours and Body- 
homs. A signed one is estimated £30,000- 
£40,000. 

. Mr Westbrook refused to let Bonhams’ rock 
and pop memorabilia department hijack them. 
“They're the finest Stratocasters you can buy,” 
he said. 

Bonhams Fine and Rare Guitars. Thursday. 
Ham. Viewing from tomorrow, llam. Jim West- 
brook, phone 01273 328 118 
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PC games are a 
serious business 


You have this beige, maybe 
battleship grey, box sitting in 
a corner of the room. Proba- 
bly in Lhe bedroom, maybe the 
Htnfng room. Perhaps it was 
bought for the kids on the 
grounds that a PC was a seri- 
ous machine and, therefore, 
of more educational value 
than a games console. 

Be honest, what does it get 
used for? Does anybody seri- 
ously archive their recipes? 
Maybe the home accounts 
and some homework but 
mostly it’s games, isn’t it? 
And why not? 

- The games industry, as it 
stands today, consists of two 
major sectors: the video 
games market and the com- 
puter games market 

The video games market is 
dominated by proprietary 
standards. The average PC 
now has much more power 
than the average games con- 
sole and the quality of the 
games available is. at last, 
starting to reflect this focL 

The computer games soft- 
ware market will continue to 
grow in line with growth in PC 
penetration into the home. 
The UK installed base of 
games-capable PCs in the 
home is now probably about 
2 million but that number is 
expected to double over the 
next two years. 

“Invest in what you know” 
is, I think, one of US arch-in- 
vestment pundit Warren Buf- 
fett’s dictums. 

So, put the prospective 
growth of PC gaining as a 
marketplace alongside the 
foci that there are now several 
companies listed on the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange or the Al- 
ternative Investment Market 
that derive some or all of then- 
revenue from activities in the 
games market. 

The conclusion is that no 
longer need you feel guilty 
about sneaking away to the 
computer to indulge in polit- 
ically unsound digital mass 
mayhem. It is merely research 
into a potential investment op- 
portunity. 

So, while ducking, diving, 
blowing away and problem- 
solving, which games compa- 
nies should you be taking a 
second look at? 

Among developers, the 
companies that actually design 
and create games, those pub- 
licly quoted in the UK are 
Rage Software, Inner Work- 
ings and Digital Animations. 

There are also three spe- 
cialist software publishers, re- 
sponsible for the overall 
management of a game's de- 
velopment, which are listed: 


Eidos, Gremlin and SCI Dis- 
tribution Lends to be the 
province of specialist distrib- 
utors or the publishers them- 
selves. 

The sole listed UK dis- 
tributor is Prism Leisure 
while, at the retail end of the 
chain, the sole listed UK 
games retail chain is Elec- 
tronics Boutique. 

Durlacber Research, sister 
company to investment firm 
Durlacher Ltd, broker to 
Rage Software, has ser up a 
new free-access website aimed 
at existing and potential in- 
vestors in UK games compa- 
nies. 

The company has already 
produced two reports on the 
games industry and publish- 
es a regular review of business 
developments on the Internet, 
the Durlacher Quarterly In- 
ternet Report. 

Nick Gibson, Durlacher’s 
games analyst, says: “It is 
dear that many technology 
companies and the industries 
they operate in are poorly un- 
derstood. 

“This is true of the games 
sector where the terms CD- 
ROM and multimedia tend to 
conjure up images of foiled 
start-ups and plummeting 
share prices. Yet this image is 
frequently applied to the 
games industry, a proven and 
currently boonring sector.” 

The website aims to clear 
away some of the confusion 
surrounding the games in- 
dustry and the companies 
that work within it 

The site is divided into four 
main areas: a historical 
overview of the games indus- 
try with comments on the 
major trends of the past four 
years; the making of a games 
title and bow companies make 
their money; analysis of the 
most important publicly quot- 
ed games development and 
publishing companies; and a 
glossary of terms used on the 
site. 

What the website does not 
do & offer in-depth financial 
analyses of the companies 
but it does feature the latest 
consensus earnings estimates 
where possible. It also at- 
tempts analysis of the product 
and brand positioning, high- 
lighting the key strengths and 
weaknesses of the companies 
concerned. 

% tiae way, who did decide 
that you could have a PC in 
any colour you like as long as 
it was beige or grey? 

Gaines Investor: 

www.durlacher.com/games 

investor/ 
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BRIAN TORA 


There was an inevitability about the bid 
for Mercury Asset Management that 
should, with the benefit of hindsight, 
have seen arbitrageurs building their 
stakes in the company. Just a few days 
earlier the noble Liechtenstein owners 
of LOT put the fund manager up for 
sale. 

At £40bn of funds under manage- 
ment, this previously British company 
is less than half MAM 's size, bur no small 
player either. Yet the reason for the sale 
was given as the globalisation of the fund 
management industry. It seems in the 
view of the owners. LGT was too small 
to survive by itself. 

In a comparatively short space of time 
a large number of seemingly impreg- 
nable British financial institutions have 
fallen to foreign predators - all in the 
cause of globalisation. 

Warburgs is now part of Swiss Bank 
Corporation, Kleinworts of Dresdner 
Bank. Morgan Grenfell fell to Deutsche 
Bank some years back, but perhaps that 
just shows the prescience of Germany’s 
leading bank. 

The deals have come thick and fast 
recently. The acquisition of BA Finan- 
cial Services, which includes such house- 
hold names as Allied Dunbar and Eagle 
Star in the UK, by Swiss insurance giant 
Zurich, has also created a major multi- 
national fund management force. 

It seems these days that big really is 
beautiful. 

Naturally enough, speculation is 
now rife on who wQl be the next to falL 
The trouble is that most of the players 
in the UK are simply not big enough to 
interest the likes of the major US 
houses. The MAM deal puts Merrill 
firmly in the No 2 position in the world, 
behind Fidelity of America. 

Consolidation in the US has been 
taking place already and some domes- 
tic companies, such as Invesco, the fund 
management group that has its origins 
in the old Slater Whiter investment 
banking business, have turned their at- 
tentions to the other side of the Atlantic 
as the only way of achieving the size that 
many perceive now to be necessary to 


Everyone is waiting to 
see who the next victim 
of globalisation will be 



There are always many willing to 
recruit, Nicola Horfick among them 


win the major insrifntirtnal mandates that 
are so highly sought after. 

The investment clout that these in- 
stitutional funds provide can allow the 
development of retail products, winch 
both adds to and benefits from the pub- 
lic perception of the fund manage- 
ment operation. And it does no harm 
to have your most senior fired manager 
dubbed the most powerful woman in 
Britain either. 

In practice it is very difficult to spot 
the next takeover victim. Few would have 
expected MAM to be a willing target - 
but this is an agreed bid from America's 
most powerful brokerage house. 

Fund management is, after all. a peo- 
ple business. The assets Merrill Lynch 
are buying are principally individuals, 
people well skilled in vlmting and re- 
taining investment portfolios. 

Make a mess of managing a business 
like that and your expensively acquired 
assets walkout the door. There are al- 


ways many willing to recruit, not least 
being Nicola Horlick, who was herself 
once at Mercury. 

If investment attention is firmly fo- 
cused on domestic players in investment 
management, it can only be because the 
Far East is being studiously ignored by 
managers in London at present 

If it had not been for the US brokers’ 
largesse in London, 1 would have been 
writing about Japan. 

Hie market there has been plunging 
up and down in a fashion that should 
be a comedy writer’s delight First eco- 
nomic measures are badly received, then 
a bank goes bust - and shares rise. 

Then worries filter through chat the 
authorities might just bail out the be- 
leaguered financial sector - leading to 
a sharp downward correction. And, of 
course, in the end buyers start bargain 
hunting — up we go again. 

Except of course, it is not really the 
end. What the final act wQl usher in for 
the market that was once bigger even 
than VM Street is hard to gauge. 

Most foreign investors are sitting on 
the sidelines, either having withdrawn 
from an investment area where damage 
has been meted out cm both the currency 
and share front, or wishing fervently that 
they had the foresightedness to have 
withdrawn, as Templeton did back in the 

late 1980s. 

Deregulation looks more of a reality 
now, but the financial sector, and the 
economy for that matter, is in a mess. 

Just over the sea, another major local 
economy is also suffering from the af- 
tershocks that haw travelled around the 
region. 

Korea is fortunately hying to tough 
it out Quite whether the IMF would be 
able to bail out an economy that is com- 
prehensively bigger than most of the 
other so-called Tigers in the region pnt 
together is a moot point 

In the meantime it looks a “won-way” 
ticket to nowhere. 

Brian Tom is chairman of the Investment 
Strategy Committee of stockbrokers Greig 
Middleton. 
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The best interest 
rates are in the post 


Since the Bank of England 
was given responsibility for set- 
ting interest rates after the last 
general election, it has nudged 
the cost of money upward as a 
means of controlling inflation. 
This is good news for savers. 

However, finding the high- 
est rates of return for your cash 
is not straightforward. Postal ac- 
counts offered by banks and 
buildingsodeties offer some of 
the best deals but are subject to 
terms and conditions which 
need close scrutiny. 

Many lenders advertise 
gross interest payable in bold 
type but these rates are only 
available to non-taxpayers. 
Basic-rate income tax is de- 
ducted from interest at source. 
Non-taxpayers can use an R85 
form, available from post 
offices, to apply for interest to 
be paid gross. 

Basic-rale taxpayers need do 
nothing but those paying the 
highest marginal rate will have 
to declare their income from in- 
terest and dividends on their an- 
nual tax returns and sec their 
interest further reduced. 

Now include the effects of 
inflation. An account paying 7 3 
per cent gross will return 6.0 per 
cent net to a basic-rate taxpayer 
and 4.5 per cent net to some- 
one on the higher rate. With in- 
flation at a 12-month average 
of 3.6 per cent at the end of 
September, the real income 
net of inflation from the in- 
vestment does not leave much 
room for Christmas spending 
sprees. 

Postal deposit accounts were 
introduced by Cheltenham & 
Gloucester Building Society in 
1989. According to C&G*s 
Debbie Isaacs, the rationale was 
simple: “We could offer higher 
rates by posL because accounts 
did not incur the overheads aris- 
ing from our branch network. 

“Postal accounts do not 
have the scary connotations 
that direct and electronic bank- 
ing hold for many customers." 
she said. 

This may be so, but sifting 
through fine-print terms and 
conditions reveals that some of 


N 


these accounts may cany sub- 
stantial penalties. 

Most accounts offer a choice 
of monthly or annual interest 
Both are variable rates, but 
monthly interest can be remit- 
ted to your current account as 
income. Annual interest w3i be 
credited to your account in ar- 
rears over a 12-month period 
after the day it opened. 

Interest on monthly ac- 
counts will usually be between 
0.25 per cent and 0J5 per cent 
lower than that available on an 
annual basis. Choosing the 
highest rate of annual interest 
seems like common sense un- 
til the costs of early withdraw- 
al are taken into account 

Because interest is paid at 
the year end, withdrawals must 
come from the starting balance. 
Withdrawing amounts from 
the starting balance may reduce 
the marginal rate of interest 
earned on the account. 

For example, anyone with 
£25,000 to invest would choose 
Yorkshire Building Society, of- 
fering 6.80 per cent, against 
Clydesdale Bank’s fiat rate of 
6.75 per cent. But withdraw 
£100 and interest payable fells 
to 6.55 per cent 

Other important differences 
emerge between account 
providers. Alliance & Leicester 
offers competitive rates, but al- 
lows only three withdrawals a 
year, with a minimum £500 for 
each transaction. Northern 
Rock also allows only three 
transactions, but with mini- 
mum values of £1.000. 

These rates apply to instant 
access postal accounts. Notice 
accounts are also available by 
post, on terms ranging from 30 
to 120 days. The number and 
value of permitted transactions 
on these accounts will be sub- 
ject to additional restrictions. 

If you have money to go on 
deposit, postal accounts may of- 
fer the best returns, but be sure 
that the type of account chosen 
is appropriate to any likely 
change in your circumstances. 
Otherwise it could prove more 
exp ensiv e than you anticipated. 

- lain Morse 
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Inertia index has a 
better track record than 
many fund managers 


The meaning of the word inert, 
says my dictionary, is “having no 
ability to move or to resist mo- 
tion; inactive, lazy or sluggish”. 
Not exactly complimentary, is it? 
But inertia is a much misun- 
derstood lady, at least as far as 
the stock market is concerned. 
Take a look, for example, at the 
figures in the table, which comes 
courtesy of the investment trust 
analysts at Nat West Markets. 

The table is the product of a 
technique which the NatWest 
analysts choose to call “inertia 
analysis”. The idea is to try and 
measure how much difference 
the investment decisions of in- 
vestment trust managers have 
actually made to the value of 
their funds over time. 

This is how it works. What 
NatWest does is to take the port- 
folios of some of the largest in- 
vestment trusts at various Hates, 
typically one, three, five, 10 
and 20 years ago. They then look 
at how the assets of the trusts 
were split at the time: how 
much in the UK, how much in 
the United States, how much in 
Japan and so on. They then cal- 
culate what the trusts' perfor- 
mance would have been had the 
managers at the time frozen the 
fund and gone to sleep, leaving 
the weightings of the funds un- 
changed. 

It sounds complicated, but 
really this is a fairly straightfor- 
ward exercise in number crunch- 
ing. When the computer 
produces the “what if” figure, 
the analysts simply compare it 


with the actual performance the 
fond managers have managwt to 
achieve over the same time 
frame. Divide one figure by the 
other and, hey presto, you have 
a simple, albeit crude, measure 
of how much “value ” the man- 
ager has added through his de- 
cisions over the years. A positive 
figure in the table shows that a 
trust has outperformed its rel- 
evant “inertia index”; a negative 
figure that it has foiled to beat 
a policy of doing no thin g 

But here’s the rub: for many 
investment trusts, over quite 
Jong periods of time, they don't 
outperform the “do nothing” 
portfolio. There are always 
plenty of negative percentage 
figure in the tables, meaning that 
inertia, inactive, sluggish or lazy 
as she may be, has consistently 
the better track record. 

In fact, to take an extreme ex- 
ample, if you apply the inertia 
analysis to the 10 largest in- 
ternational generalist invest- 
ment trusts, and look at their 
performance over 10 years, not 
one of them managed to add any 
value on this score. The figures 
range from Monks, the best 
with a 2.7 per cent shortfall 
against its inertia benchmark, to 
Scottish American, which came 
up nearly 22 per cent short of 
the value a no-change portfolio 
would have produced. 

Over other periods, the pic- 
ture is more balanced, with 
some trusts doiqg better than in- 
ertia, and others failing to do as 
welL When NatWest widened 


the sample to include the 24 
largest trusts for which this ex- 
ercise could realistically be car- 
ried out, only over one year did 
more than half the trusts do bet- 
ter than the relevant “do noth- 
ing” index. Most years, most 
general investment trusts foiled 
to add value. The fund manag- 
er could have stayed at home, 
which would at least have saved 
on his management fees. 

Now at this point one has to 
enter some important caveats. 
As Ha mish Buchan of NatWest 
says, the inertia exercise is not 
as precise as it could be. There 
are some technical reasons why 
the comparisons may not be as 

fairtn inv estment manager* 

as they should be. In periods 
when sterling is strong, for ex- 
ample, you would expect trusts 
with large international holdings 
to do less well than a compos- 
ite index figure. 

A second interesting point is 
that outperforming the inertia 
index does not in itself guaran- 
tee that a trust will be among the 
best performing in its sector 
when you measure absolute re- 
turns. The reason fen- this is that 
no amount of skm can makeup 
for being m the wrong markets 
in the fiik place. If you are run- 
ning a large and welL-diversified 
portfolio, as most of these in- 
vestment trusts are, picking the 
rigfrt markets to invest in is more 
important than picking the ri ght 
individual stocks. Any manager 
who has stayed fully invested in 
the United States during the last 


Top and Bottom Value-Adders 


Sample of 24 over three years and 10 ovbt 10 years 


+ is outperformance in per cent 



- Is underperformance in percent 


Tine years 

Top 


Bottom 


Monks 

+6.9 

British Empire Secur 

-14.8 

Scottish Mortgage 

+6.7 

British Assets 

-12.6 

Scottish Eastern 

+4.5 

Dunedn Worldwide 

-10.0 

Scottish investment 

+4.2 

Scottish American 

-9.8 

Securities Tst of Scot 

+2.1 

Second Alliance 

-6.2 

Ten years 
ftp 


Bottom 


Monks • 

-2.7 

Scottish American 

-21.6 

AlKance 

-2.8 

Witan 

-17.5 

Foreign & Colonial 

-3.1 

Scottish Investment 

-15.7 

Second Alliance 

-3.2 

Scottish Eastern 

-10.7 

Scottish Mortgage 

-6.0 

Anglo & Overseas 

-6.9 


legs of the bull maricet there, for 
example, will have done better 
than anyone who invested in 
Japan, even if the latter beat the 
Tokyo index by a mile and the 
former foiled to keep pace with 
the Dow Jones index. 

Fund managers could also ar- 
gue that the long term of. say, 
10 years is made up of a suc- 
cession of short terms, say, one 
year, where they have done rel- 
atively well So inertia has her 
limits. The caveats should not be 
allowed to disguise the impor- 
tance of the general conclusion, 
however. The lesson, which we 
already knew from studies of 
unit trust performance, is that 
it fcveiy difficult for professional 
investment managers to out- 
perform the market averages 
consistently over time. 

Once you take the cost of hir- 
ing the manager into account, 
then tot up the transaction costs 
involved in buying and selling so 
many shares, the returns often 
don’t justify the expense of ac- 
tive management. This is just an- 
other way of saying index funds 
have a lot going for them. They 
don’t absolve you of the need to 
decide how much money you 
should have invested in the 
stock market, but they provide 
a relatively cost effective way of 
gaining that exposure. 

Equally, just because inertia 


has proved to have suck a good 
track record, it does not mean 
that investment trusts are nec- 
essarily a poor place to invest. 

Because of the discount fac- 
tor - the fact that the asset val- 
ue and share price of an 
investment trust don’t move 
hand in hand - the reverse can 
often be the case. If you buy 
when discounts are low, and they 
subsequently move in your 
favour, investment trust shares 
will produce a better return 
than either an index fund or the 
equivalent unit trust For the 
past three years, with discounts 
widening, returns to sharehold- 
ers in the bigger investment 
trusts have suffered. Most have 
underperformed the All Share 
index. But over the longer tens, 
there is no need to write off the 
big generalist investment trusts. 

One can’t leave the subject 
without a word of praise for the 
fund managers at Scottish Mort- 
gage and Scottish Eastern (run 
by Bafllie Gifford and Martin 
Currie respectively). Over one 
and three years, they have man- 
aged a distinguished double - 
coming high in the rankings for 
absolute returns and also beat- 
ing a policy of inertia investing 
as welL In Edinburgh, at least, 
someone is still flying the flag for 
active investment 


U NDERSTANDING THE ST QC^AjARKjET 

Don’t gamble unless 
you have money to lose 


Go to half a dozen reputable stockbrokers 
for advice on investing in shares and the 
rhanras are you wfll be given six different 
answers. This is after you have provided all 
the relevant information such as your age, 
income, assets and liabilities, family com- 
mitments. future plans and your altitude to- 
wards risk. The fad of the matter is there 
is no “righ t” way. But there are ways which 
should be avoided. 

‘ There is no shortage of people with views 
on what shares to buy to make a fortune. 
In the belief that garments made from sack- 
cloth are going to be the fashion for the mfl- 
lenninm, they could wax lyrical about a snail 
quoted company which is in an ideal posi- 
tion to corner the market Of course, you 
are to tell no one else and both of you wfll 
make a fortune. 

However, if you are serious about mak- 
ing money from the stock market and you 
do not have money to lose, do not adopt a 
gambling instinct Of course, you may pick 
a share which isa winner, but on the other 
hand, you may lose your shirt. 

On a serious note regarding tips from 
friends who work for a company, there are 
very strict rules regarding acting on privi- 
leged information (ie unpublished facts) 
which, when revealed, will influence a 
share’s price. Insider dealing, as it is called, 
is a criminal offence. 

While you may also do well by sticking 
a pin in the shares listed on the business 
pages, you could just as easily pick a Folly 
Peck, Lowndes Queensway or some other 
company which is destined to be worthless 
in the future. I once heard of an investor 
who bought low-priced shares in companies 
with unusual-sounding names. Neither of 
these ways is recommended. 

Before you begin to decide what you are 
to buy, you must give some serious thought 
to your own position. Assuming that you 
have adequate pension arrangements and 
a suitable cadi reserve, what money can you 
afford to invest in the stock market? What 
are you looking for? Do you want to build 
a capital sum for the future, or are you really 
looking for income? 

If you are within a few years of retire- 
ment, and are relying on a share portfolio 
to pay off debts or buy an annuity, time is 
not on your side to recover from any loss- 
es. Your priority is likely to be preservation 
of capital while seeking ways to generate 
additional income. It is likely that lower- 
risk shares, together with gilts, unit trusts 


and cash deposits, will be your route to 

achieve your goals. 

On the other band, if you are younger 
and financially secure, you can afford to be 
a little more aggressive in your approach. 

shares of some smaller compa- 
nies in your portfolio may therefore appeal, 
as they have the potential for spectacular 
growth. However, a higher proportion 
sink without trace. If the thought of suffering 
a loss will cause you sleepless nights, this 
route is certainly not for you. Instead you 
should be thinking of a few shares which 
are “growth stocks”, which means they will 
hopefully steadily increase in value over 
time, as well as some more pedestrian in- 
vestments to act as a cushion. 

However, whether your aim is income, 
spectacular growth or more reliable ap- 
preciation in the value of your shares, there 
is one golden rule - spread your risk. Do 
not set yourself up as a hostage to fortune 
by just relying on the performance of one 
or two shares. Opinions differ as to the ideal 
number of companies in which a private in- 
vestor should hold shares. Some say 10, oth- 
ers as many as 20. ProShare's chief 
executive. Gill Note says: "As a very gen- 
eral rule, you should aim to have the shares 
of at least six different companies in your 
portfolio at any one time.” 

Spreading the risk by holding shares in, 
say, six banks or six retailers is not the an- 
swer, however. Ms Nott's advice is dear. 
“It is wise to buy shares in a number of dif- 
ferent companies in different sectors of the 
market, so that if one share or sector per- 
forms badly, this will be balanced by the per- 
formance of your other investments." In 
other words, consider selecting one share 
from six different sectors. 

Given that the recommended mini- 
mum shareholding is £2,000, so as to ab- 
sorb the buying and selling costs, how does 
the newcomer to the stock market with lim- 
ited funds start? One solution is to begin 
by investing in a unit trust before invest- 
ing directly in shares. This will create an in- 
stant portfolio. While more funds are 
being accumulated, make some imaginary 
investments and follow their progress to test 
your skill in stock selection. 

- John Andrew 

* Choosing the Rigjit Investment for You " is 
ProShore Investor Update No 1 Send anA4 
stamped addressed envelope to PmShare, 13- 
14 BasinghaU Street, London EC2V5BQ. 
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If you want to borrow £10,000 
you could go to a bank 


How muen would you pay to boi acw,. 
£5,000 over 5 years? 

Mali •> 


or you could call Marks & Spencer 
Financial Services and 
pay a little less. 


If you're looking for a Personal Loan, Marks & Spencer 
Financial Services could save you money. Our rates 
are fixed throughout the entire period of your loan 
so your monthly repayments are guaranteed to remain 

the same. 

Yon may apply to borrow any amount from £500 
up to £10.000 as an unsecured Personal Loan 
and choose to repay your borrowing over 12. IS. 24 
30. 36. or 4S months. Even longer for structural 

home improvements. 

There are absolutely no administration chatges or 
arrangement fees and Marks & Spencer Account Card 
customers are eligible for a further 1% APR discount 
on our advertised interest rates. 


And, of coarse, you can spend the money you borrow 
anywhere you wish — you don’t have to spend it at 
a Marks & Spencer store. It couldn’t be simpler to 
apply, just call us today on 0800 363 464. 


Call free no apply on 

0800 363 464 


Monday to Friday SaLm. a> SSOpjiu ‘ 
Saturday Sun. to S 30pm 

MARKS & SPENCER 


FINANCIAL services 
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Corporate Bond PEP 


Legal & General's low costs provides 
better value and reduces risk 

Legal & General have led the way 
in providing low cost, high performance 
PEPs to our customers. 


CURRENTLY PAYING 

7.3 C ^W. 

TAX { RF.ti lN<:OMl 
LOW 1 ST COST 

-ONLY 0 . 5 "" 

ANN I AL MANAGEMENT 
CHARGE 

NO INITIAL TEE 

NO WITHDRAWAL i ll 


Over the years, our determinaton to 
provide outstanding value for money 
has meant that today, Legal & General 
Investment Management has in excess of 
£50 billion under management. 

Now, we are delighted to introduce 
the latest improvement to our PEP 
range - Legal & General's Corporate 
Bond PEP. 

Once again, we've 
delivered unbeatable value, 
providing the lowest cost 
diversified Corporate Bond PEP on the 
market with annual management 
charges of only 0.596, with no initial or 
withdrawal fee. 

So, for a regular, high tax-free 
income on your savings find out more 
about Britain's best value Income PEP 
today. Just complete and return the 
coupon or call 0500 11 66 22 now. 


The low cost 
high income PEP 



Legal Sc General 
Corporate Bond PEP 


1 

■ v-* sssjiliij 

C .... r 


0 . 5 % 


7 . 3 % 



1 hind out more now — phone free 050011 6622 i 

r I J'l >M .Vi m ID S|>ni \\ II Ml.Ws 'Lilli H> -.pin WJ I kl.NDS PLEASE Q( <>EE HE I : iriUOf M 


fw nor inlniM Ob wtO tatoD] hr ncanlal lot I mbak auammd. 


-1 would Eke 001 

I Y ^ Corporate Bond 
■*- umhed, FkEEPC 

| Surname I M r/Mr»/Mlss/Ma} 


- 1 would Eke more fntbnuauon about LcRal & General 
Corporate Bond PER Pdk «k Legal & Genual iTHxecr j 
Untied. FREEPOST SWOM67. Cardiff CF1 IY*. 


Pwgodc Date of birth / / 

Ifci. No: Home Td No: Wort; 

Ifywi Ahcady haw a PEP mvrsrntetn, please tick hw □ B7DJQ5 


L egjaldi^j 

General 


coupon or call 0500 11 66 22 now. 
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Which of the following national newspapers do you 
I read during- tire week (ie Monday- Friday) and on 
■^■Saturday? 


Monday-Friday Saturday 
Main Other Main Other 


Daily Mail w> i o 1 t> i at 
MyTtelegraph 2222 
Express 3 3 a s 

Financial Times 4444 


Guardian 5 

The Independent 0 
The Mirror 7 

Sun s 

The Times 9 


And which national Sunday newspapers do you read ' 
Valmoet always (A/A), quite often (Q/O), only 
“occasionally (O/O) or newer? 

A/A Q/O Q/O Never 


Express on Sunday » 1 

Independent on Sunday idi 1 

Mail on Sunday i» 1 

Sunday Mirror 12 ) 1 


News of the World 
Observer 
Thefeople 
Sunday Tfelegraph 
Sunday Times 


^What are your current living arrangements? 


living with parents 
Renting (council) 

Renting (other) 

Own home with mortgage 
Own home outright 


SAVINGS 

^How important is saving to you? 


"Very important 
Quite important 
Not very important 
Not at all important 


I Why do you save (please tick all that apply)? 


For my children 
Fbr toy grandchildren 
Security 
Retirement 


Property 

Holidays 

None of the above 
I do not save 


6 Which of the savings accounts detailed below do you 
hold? 


Postal 

Instant access 
High interest 
Tessa 
Off-shore 
PEP 


i^Wb 


en do you plan to open any of the accounts below? 


1-6 7-12 13-24 24+ Never 

mths mths mths mths 


Postal 221 

Instant access sat 

High interest smi 

Tfessa 26 i 

Off-shore a® 

PEP 27) 


qHow do you contribute to your savings, by paying In a 
Qlump sum or regular monthly payments? 


Lump sum 88» 
Regular monthly payments 


Both s 
None 4 


STOCKS & SHARES 

{^Do you own any stocks axuVtfr shares? 

Yes 29i 1 No (go to question 12) 2 


"I iype of company have you invested in? 

AUCpIease tick all that apply) 


Blue chip 
FTTSE Tbp 100 
Smaller company 
fennyshare 


-| -4 How often do you usually buy or sell stocks and 

I I shares? 


Every month an 
1-6 months 
7-12 months 
13-24 months 


24+ months 


PEPS, INVESTMENT TRUSTS 
& UNIT TRUSTS 

-| Q Which of the following PEI? investment trust or 
J_^unit trust providers are you aware of? 


Jupiter 

Perpetual 

Guinness Flight 
Virgin Direct 


Schroders 
GT Global 

Fhamfington 
Fbreign and Colonial 


Martin Currie 
Hendersons 
Friends President 
Any other 


l How were you made aware of these providers? 


Newspaper 

Professional magazines 

Pasters 

IFA!s 


What attracted you to the PE? investment trust or 


-4 a What attracted you to me j 
JL~cunlt trust which you hold? 


Advertisements 
Wbrd of mouth 
IFA 

Can’t remember 


'Haro you been the recipient of any windfall 


Yes *) 


V 

.1 





Reader Survey 


THE INDEPENDENT 

ON SATURDAY 


Dear Reader, 

In order to develop ajad improve the personal finance pages of our titles, it is essential for us to 
bear about our reader’s views and opinions of our coverage. Your likes, dislikes and suggestions 
are vital in our planning and fine-tuning. If you are interested in playing a part in this process, 
the questionnaire on this page gives you the opportunity.' 


It should only take about 15 minutes to complete and you should bear in mind die following when 
filling it in: - 


There are no right or wrong answers. Please answer honestly and feel free to mention any 
likes and dislikes that could help to improve the paper. 


You do not have to provide your name and address, though if you want to or would be happy 
to help us with further research, then please fill it in. 


Please send your completed questionnaire to: The Independent Financial Questionnaire, 
FR EE POST 13583, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL, to arrive no later 
than 12th December 1997. 


Yes 3D 


IF NO, how are you planning to invest it? 


PEP 

Investment trust 
Unit trust 
Savings account 
Stocks and shares 
Pension 
Other 

Tm not investing it 


^Are you investing for growth or for income? 


Growth :»i 


.Income 


1 QAre you planning to invest a lump sum or monthly 
^instalments within the next 12 months? 


Lumpsum -u> 1 Monthly 2 


Both 3 


MORTGAGES 

^(^Do you have a mortgage? 


IF YES, what type(s) of mortgage do you have (please 
tick all that apply)? 


Endowment 

Repayment 

PEP 

Fixed 

Variable 

Rapped 

Discounted 

Pegged 

Other 


IF NQ when do you think you are likely to take out a 
mortgage? 


Next 6 month «) 1 
7-12 months 2 

13-24 months a 

26-30 months a 


Further on in the future 

Never 

Don’t know 


rt/\How well-informed do you consider yourself to be 
^Uabout mortgages? 


Very well informed 
Quite well informed 
I know enough 
Not well informed 
Not at all informed 


Have you protected payments on your mortgage? 


Yes 45 ; 


nnAre you happy with the type of mortgage you now 
MU have? 


Yes 4tii 


IF NOX why not? 


OO What is the total size of the mortgage on your 
“^property? 


up to £20,000 a) 

£30,00&-£34£99 

J35jOOO-£t9,999 

£30,<XXW»L999 

£05,000-£T94>99 


£80,000-£94,999 6 

£95,000-£lQ4J999 7 
£105,000-£1 19,999 * 
£1 20,000-£ 1 39.999 9 
£140,000+ 0 


How long have you had the mortgage? 


Less than 12 months 

I- 2 years 
35 years 
6-10 years 

II- 15 years 
15 years + 


[Who is it with? 


20 How did you arrange it? 


511 5 !) 


Building Society 

Bank 

IFA 

Mortgage Broker 


JDo you intend increasing your mortgage on your 
2 ^current home or moving house in the next 12 


months? 


Increasing my mortgage on my current home s* 
Moving house 
None of these 


rtQIs your buildings insurance with your lender or 
^Oprivately organised? 


Lender em 


Privately organised 


9QIs your home and contents insurance with your 
AitJiender or privately organised? 


Lender btj 


Privately organised 


QfYWouId you consider taking out a second mortgage 
OUfor letting purposes? 


I already do 

I would definitely consider it 
I would maybe consider it 
I would definitely not consider it 


O'! Do you intend to remortgage yottr property within 
O Athe next 12 mouths? 


PENSIONS 

QflHow well-informed do you consider yourself to be 
eXuabout pensions? 


Very well informed 
Quite wed informed 
£ know enough 
Not well informed 
Not at all informed 


^^Doyou 


have a pension? 


IF YES, is it a personal pension plan or a company 
pension scheme? 


Personal pension plan 
Company pension scheme 


IF NO, when do you think you are Likely to take out a 
personal pension plan? 


Next 6 months es) 
7-12 months 
13-24 months 


1 25-36 months 4 

2 Rirther in the future & 

3 Never 6 

Don’t know 7 


Q/j If you already have a personal pension plan, what 
Orrmade you initially take it out? 


Advertisement 
Sought advice from IFA 
Other 


'If you already have a pension plan, do you make 
^additional voluntary contributions? 


Q/» Which of the following pension providers 
OOaware of? 


are you 


Legal & General 
Virgin Direct 
Merchant Investors 
Equitable Life 


Scottish Widows 
Marks & Spencer 
Direct Life Pensions 
Eagle Star 
Other 


PRIVATE HEALTH- 

you have a private health scheme? 


IF YES, is it a company policy ora personal policy? 


Company policy 
Personal policy 


m 1 


QQHow aware are you of the products offend by these 
OOcompanics? 


OOcompanics? 

PPP 

BURA 

Nonrich Union 
Zurich 

Prime Health 


091 1 


NATIONAL NEWSPAPERS 

O QHow often do you read the personal finance pages 
Oc/of national Saturday newspapers? 


Almost always 
Quite often 
Only occasionally 
Never 


40 Where else do you seek advice? 


IFA 

Bank 

Building Society 


The Saturday Independent 
Other newspapers 
Friends 
Other 


tjtfjh t> IJ 52 > 


\ 1 Have you ever rm 

rat Arecommeidations 


regwnded *0 editorial 


Qrfte^ Not at aH well 


Pensions 7s> 
Credit w» 

Mortgage 
advice to 
I nvestment 
products 70 

Savings m 
Private 

h ealth 79 ) 

Stocks and . 
shares t m 




improve them? 



jhou 

s ho ul 


ai)° 




**£****. 
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5 ) O 7 ) 8 ) 


Have you ever replied to any adveatimngm 

/f /I national newspaper for personal finance services. 


9 ) 1 


IF YES, bow did you respond? 


Telephone ioj 1 


Were any of them in The Saturday Independent? 
Yes in 1 No 2 


Are you satisfied with the level of service from your 
initial enquiry? 


Very satisfied 
Satisfied 
Dissatisfied 
Very dissatisfied 


ABOUTYOU 

Please could you provide the following information 
about yourself solely for demographic purposes. • 


Gender 


Male 1 female 2 


15-18 1 

19-24 2 

2329 s 
30-34 4 


Working Status 


Full time (30hrs+/week) 15 a 1 
Part time (8-29hrs+/week) 2 
Part tJmp (under ShrsAveek) s 
Studying foil time 4 

. Unemployed . 5 

Retired - . e 


Are you self-employed? 


Yes 1 


No 2 


Please could you tick the box which is nearest to your 
gross annual personal income? 


£0-£4,999 17 ) 1 

£5,000-£9,999 2 

£10,000-£14£99 3 

£l5 l 000-£24 f 999 a 

£25,000-£29,999 6 


,£30,000-£39,999 

£40,000-£49,999 

£50,000-£59,999 

£60,000t£69,999 

£70,000+ 


Please could you tick the box which is nearest to your 
gross annual household income? 


£0-£L999 in 1 
£5flOM9j399 2 

£10,000-£L4£99 3 

£15,000-£24,999 a 

£25,000-fi29,999 5 


£30,000-£39>999 

£40 MMtam 

£50,000^59,999 

£60,000-£89399 

£70,000+ 


Residential Area 

London u» 1 South East 2 Sooth West 
East Anglia a Wales 6 Midland s 

North West 7 North & Scotland 

N Ireland aj> 1 Eire 2 Abroad 


Which of these best describes the highest q ualificati on 
you have obtained up until now? 


Higher degree m 

Professional qualification of degree status 
First degree 
HNCor HND 

One or more A levels (or equivalent) 

0 levels/CSE/GCSE passes 


Family status (please tick all that apply) 


Young children 
Mature dependent children 
Mature Independent children 
No children 


How many children are you currently supporting 
through university or college? 


Marita) status 

Single 

Married 

Divorced/separated/widowed 


Thank You 


Would you be prepared to help us with any further 
research in the future? ■ 

Yes No 


Name:.. 


Address: 


■ — Postcode:; 

Evening Telephone Number: ■ 


f- art*-. 
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Should I 
should I 
another 


stay or 
go to 
plan? 


What is your best course of 
action if you take out a 
personal pension and then 
stop paying the premiums? 
John Chapman finds some 
answers in the conclusion of 
^ a two-part analysis. 

Hundreds of thousands of people 
take out personal pensions with 

AT^vl i— f .1? «1 . . _ 


premiums for a variety of reasons - 

perhaps because they lose their job, 
move to a company with an occu- 
pational pension scheme, start a 
family or have other priorities. 

If you are one of these people, 
you have a problem. Yon will prob- 
ably find most of the premiums you 
have paid in the first few years have 

been swallowed np by “front-end" 
charges and you will not get value 
for money from the pension plan 
So what do you do with the con- 
tributions you have made? You 
^ cannot cash them in. Your pension 
■ company should, however, tell you 
the transfer value and the paid-up 
value for your contributions. 

The transfer value is the amount 
of cash it would allow you to trans- 
fer into another pension schema or 
plan elsewhere. The paid-up value 
is the amount credited to you should 
you leave your funds within your 
plan. The paid-up value wiD then in- 
crease with the company's subse- 
quent investment performance 
minus the annual management 
charges, which together would de- 
termine the eventual value of the 
policy when it matures. 

If you stop contributing to your 
personal pension because you go to 
work for a company with an occu- 
^pational pensions scheme, you could 
y^witch your transfer value into it 
Whether that is actually sensible will 
depend on several factors, includ- 
ing the conditions of entry, effects 
of employer’s contributions and 
the charges within the company 
scheme. These factors will require 
specific examination. 


For many people, the choice 
will be between transferring to an- 
other pension plan or staying puL 
Most companies pitch their trans- 
fer values at the same levels as their 
paid-up values. A tew will be sub- 
stantial but many will be low. What- 
ever the size of the transfer values, 
what matters now are the likely re- 
turns should you keep your lump 
sum with the same p lan or opt for 

a transfer. Those protective returns 
will depend on a combination of the 
investment perfo rmance anA the var- 
ious charges imposed. No one can 
tell which company wiU perform best 
over the next 15 or 30 years, so 
charges must be the main basis for 
comparison. 

Tbur transfer value Jump sum can 
be invested as a single-premium pen- 
sion plan in another company or 
even in your present company. You 
will want to choose a company with 
low charges. Malting the standard 
assumption of 9 per cent a year in- 
vestment growth, several companies, 
including Equitable life. General 
Accident, H alifax , Legal & General, 
National Mutual, Norwich Union. 
Scottish Amicable and Scottish 
Widows, project growth net of 
charges of 8.1 per cent a year or 
more for tingle-premium p lans over 
25 or 30 years. 

Should you transfer to such low 
charge plans? That depends on the 
projected growth of a paid-up plan 
with your present company. Until 
this month paid-up values were a 
grey area. But an initiative by Alan 
Lakey of Highclere Financial Ser- 
vices has achieved a breakthrough. 
His survey has enabled me to make 
the comparisons in the table. R>r ex- 
ample, Alliance & Leicester shows 
a transfer value and a paid-up val- 
ue after two years both at £4,862. 
The paid-up value would rise to 
£40,708 at maturity, implying a 
growth rate of 7.9 per cent If instead 
the transfer value was invested in a 
plan with projected growth of 8.1 per 
cent, the new maturity value would 
be £43,046, an increase of 6 per cent. 
Like other increases obtainable 



Windfall shareholders buck 
the downward trend 


Hard one to call: People who stop making payments into their 
pension plan will have to decide whether to transfer or stay put. 
Making the wrong decision can be costly 


from transfers from the companies 
in the first group, the prospective 
gain is not remarkable. 

Transfers from companies in the 
second group suggest much larger 
rewards. An Allied Dunbar plan- 
holder would be offered a very dis- 
appointing £1,645 after two years, 
rising to only £7.348 if left to ma- 
turity after a growth of only 55 per 
cent a year. A transfer to a plan with 
8.1 per cent growth would project 
a maturity value 98 per cent high- 
er. Increases of about 50 per cent 
are indicated by transferring away 
from Eagle Star, Lincoln and Scot- 
tish Mutual, and increases of 20-30 
per cent by transferring away from 
several other companies. 

A third group of companies of- 
fers paid-up values greater than the 
transfer values. But do not be mis- 
led. Where there are striking dif- 
ferences there are also extraordinary 
charges on the paid-up values. The 
growth rates on J Rothschild, Skan- 
dia and Sun Life plans would only 
be 3 or 4 per cent a year. In nine out 
of the 14 cases the transfer route ap- 
pears best. Indeed gains of 52 per 
cent and 74 per cent are indicated 


by taking the low transfer values of 
Skandia and Sun Life, rather than 
paid-up values as much as double 
the transfer values. 

Differences in projected returns 
from transfer and paid-up values 
also arise at later stages of plans, but 
these are not so large as those aris- 
ing in the very early stages. 

What lies behind the differences 
- not only in the levels of transfer 
and paid-up values, but also in the 
charges on them? First, companies 
have very different expenses and 
their charges differ accordingly. 
Second, companies may prefer to 
load charges on to paid-up values 
because until now they have not at- 
tracted the interest of the regulators 
or the media. Third, some compa- 
nies have deceptive charges called 
capital units and capital levies, 
which bear particularly hard on 
early paid-up values. 

More light Deeds to thrown on 
the levels and treatment of paid-up 
values. It is astonishing that it has 
taken so long to recognise their im- 
portance. But at least the murky 
world of personal pensions is get- 
tinga bit clearer. 


The seven weeks since the 
stock market peaked has been 
a resting thng for Britain's ID 
mill in n newest shareholders, 
those who picked up windfall 
shares in the five mutuals that 
have converted into quoted 
companies this year. 

The 100 top shares in the 
(JK have fallen by an average 
8.7 per cent since the all-time 
peak on 3 October and prices 
are still bouncing around like 
a yo-yo. 

But windfall shares have 
actually bucked the trend in re- 
cent weeks. All five companies, 
Halifax, Alliance & Leicester, 
Woolwich, Northern Rode and 
Norwich Union, with recent 
windfall shares in issue, out- 
performed the index over the 
past seven weeks. 

Norwich Union and North- 
ern Rock are worth more than 
they were at the top of the mar- 
ket, and the other three are 
down only 3 to 4 per cent, half 
the market average. 

Amanda Davidson, an in- 
dependent financial adviser, 
said: “We have certainly been 
advising clients to hang on to 
their windfall shares, so I'm de- 
lighted that is borne out by the 
performance we've got here. It 
does show that people with 
windfall shares should think 
twice before selling them to go 
Christmas shopping." 


Before drawing any conclu- 
sions from this, however, we 
should note a few caveats. 
Fust, we have measured the 
progress of windfall shares only 
over seven weeks, far too short 
a period to draw any firm con- 
clusions. Second, the windfall 
index measures the perfor- 
mance of only five shares, afl in 
the financial sector, which is not 
representative of the stock 
market as a whole. 

But look a little further and 
the performance of our wind- 
falls looks even better. 

The 105 stocks in the fi- 
nancial sector are still, on av- 
erage, 12 per cent below the 
peak last montb, the 1 1 retail 
fowlre have fallen by more than 
one-sixth and the eight com- 
panies in the life assurance 
sector are down, on average, by 
about 1 per cent 

Ms Davidson said: “A lot of 
people whoVe got windfall 
shares are coming into the 
stock market for the first time, 
and they will find it terribly en- 
couraging to see that their 
shares have done well. They've 
all, individually, done better 
than the FTSE 100." 

Matthew Orr, of stockbro- 
kers Killick & Co, believes one 
explanation for windfall shares 
climbing while others fall may 
be that institutions, such as pen- 
sion funds, are still short of 


BARGAIN BASEMENT 


Phpltpnham & Gloucester has 
raised its standard variable 
mortgage rate by 0.25 per cent 
to 8.7 per cent and the rate on 
xts instant transfer account by 
the same amount to 125 per 
cent gross. It has also launched 
a new series of mortgages with 
rates fixed for two, three or five 
years. Contact branches. 

Canada Life is launching a 
new income bond with a growth 
option. The bond guarantees 
the capital will be returned at 
the end of five years, and en- 


sures a certain level of income 
in year one. Income in years two 
to five is linked to movements 
in interest base rates plus 
bonuses each year the FTSE 
100 index increases by at least 
5 per centMinimum invest- 
ment is £5,000. The bond is 
available through independent 
financial advisers. 

John Gharcol Insurance Bro- 
kers has reduced the rates on 
its accident, sickness and un- 
employment insurance prod- 
ucts by almost 20 per Cent. 


windfall shares in their portfo- 
lios. If this is the case, you would 

expect the institutions to be- 
come buyers when windfall 
shares weaken, immediately 
helping their price to bounce 
back. 

Marry investors also think 
their recent conversion to pic 
status makes ah five companies 
candidates for merger and 
takeover activity in the sector. 

Norwich Union is frequently 
mentioned as a tempting target 
for a bank to buy, and a far 
more profitable investment 
than those poorly performing 
investment banking sub- 
sidiaries: Norwich Union is 
alcn wide open for a hostile 
takeover bid, unlike the newly 
converted building societies. 

They are protected from 
hostile takeovers for the first 
five years as public companies 
provided they themselves do 
not go on the acquisition trail 

It does not mean they would 
not look for a friendly merger 
if times get tough, which may 
be why Northern Rock shares 
are also resisting the downward 
trend. 

These tentative results also 
underline the point that the 
companies which have issued 
windfall shares so far are gen- 
erally viewed as sound invest- 
ments. 

- Paul SJode 


Benefits can be extended to in- 
clude income protection. Call 
0800 939393. 

Nationwide Building Society 
will refund the legal fees for cus- 
tomers who are remortgaging 
with the society from other 
lenders. Contact branches. 

Legal & General has increased 
the interest rates paid on its 60- 
day notice account and its in- 
stant access account. New rates 
range from 7.15 per cent to 7.75 
percent Call 0500 111200. 


Personal pension plans - transfer, paid-op and natality values 

Projections of 30-year plans after two years . 


Hist Group 

Affiance & Leicester 
Britannic - 
Equitable 
Legal & General 
Nationwide 
Norwich Union 
Scottish Widows 
Sun life (red doc) 
Virgin 


Second Group 


Affied Dunbar 
AXA Equity & Law 
Canada Life 
Colonial 

Cofumacia) Union 
Eagle Star 

GeneralAcctdent (ra) 

General Accident (lev) 

Qjatdian 

Lincoln 

Midland 

Nat West 

Royal & Sun Affiance 

Scottish Amicable f«d) 
Scottish AmfcaWe (flex) 
Scottish Mutual 
Standard Life 
Ittwftnch 


IMfinq 

Barclays 
Sack Horse 


CtericaJ MaScaJ 
Friends Provident 
JRotiischSd 
London & Man Pens 
NP! 

National Mutual 
Scottish Bqutabfe 
Scottish Life 


Transfer Paid-up Maturity Growth After transfer Dffieraace % 

vatae ft) value {£) nine frara rate f%) te 8.1% math, m maturity Affaraaea 

paM-ap rate* (E) aew maturity value values (E) 


Sun Life 
TSS 


+2,338 

• +6 

+1,072 

+1 

+2,032 

+5 

+884 

+4 

+105 

0 

+2,736 

+6 

+3,154 

+12 

+7216 

+98 

+4,104 

+20 

+1239 

+11 

+3,160 

+25 

+6,112 

+18 

+10227 

. .+51 

+4267 

+23 

+9,700 

+31 

+4284 

+31 

+3,790 

+47 

+5,353 

+19 

+5,485 

+24 

+4,622 

+13 

+2288 

+12 

+2,391 

- +12 

+15220 

+58 

+3,866 

+10 

+7.113 

+19 

+203 

+1 

-3217 

-22 

+154 . 

+1 

+801 . 

+3 

+1246 

+8 

-785 

-6 

+3,114 

+15 

+ T277 

+5 

-1261 

-8 

+1,834 

+10 

-433 

-2 

+8,141 

+51 

+8,862 

+74 

-3,322 

-19 



Source: Money Management 
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secret of 


a longer 


without 
going 
to war 


Tenants can now buy 
freeholds and extend leases, 
provided they have patience 
as well as cash. But it is not a 
simple process. A generation 
ago many properties fell into 
disrepair because tenants 
could not buy short leases 
and landlords were unwilling 
to spend money on essential 
maintenance. 

England's archaic 
leasehold law was reformed 
in 1993. Then the new law 
Itself needed to be reformed. 
And still, Robert L/ebman says, 
more tinkering may be 
needed. 


Short leases have received a new 
lease on life thanks to the Lease- 
hold Reform, Housing and Urban 
Development Act of 1993 and lat- 
er amendments which allow many 
tenants to extend their leases by 90 
years. Alternatively, qualifying ten- 
ants can communally buy their 
freehold outright. 

But these rights come neither 
cheaply nor easily. Tenants must 
compensate landlords for lost val- 
ue, and also pay the landlord’s as 


well as their own legal and pro- 
fessional bills. 

Cheap it isn't, but tenants ob- 
tain properties which arc more 
valuable and more sellable. Their 
costs are also commensurate with 
the increased value that they en- 
joy. 

Although a tenant cannot be 
forced either to seek enfranchise- 
ment ora lease extension, no flat- 
owner or flat-buyer should be 
indifferent to the workings of this 
law. Even a tenant perfectly con- 
tent with his lot and his lease can 
suddenly find himself in a war zone. 
Complete insulation against a war 
between neighbours and landlord 
is not always feasible. 

Especially concerning lease ex- 
tensions; many landlords and ten- 
ants come to terms quickly and 
amicably. Occasionally, they agree 
to their own variation on the ba- 
sic law- a lease extended for more 
than 90 years, for example, but with 
a substantial rather than a pep- 
percorn (nominal) ground rent. 

But some landlords resent the 
new law and resist it strenuously. 
Instead of good-faith negotiations 
and compromise, disagreement 
abounds. The Leasehold Valuation 
Tribunal, which cannot award 
costs, is excellent at concentrating 
minds, and many bitter disputes are 
suddenly resolved at the last 


minute. Some disputes go the bru- 
tal distance, to the dreaded Lands 
Tribunal. 

Landlords fight their comer 
with all of the privileges the law al- 
lows, which are many. Hapless ten- 
ants can pay well over the odds in 
more ways than one. 

Four elderly tenants in Susex 
had very long leases but also a land- 
lord who imposed steep service 
charges and otherwise made their 
lives miserable. They won their en- 
franchisement case but the land- 
lord appealed and then went bast. 
Their costs, no longer recoverable, 
totalled some £20,000. 

In a lease extension case in Har- 
row, north-west London, two cou- 
ples had virtually identical flats 
each with 41-year leases and each 
with essentially the same values. 
The landlord appealed to the 
Lands Tribunal and, fearful of ad- 
ditional costs, one of the couples 
no longer argued their case. The 
other couple actively fought on 
and, despite their similar positions, 
ended up paying many thousands 
more than the couple who with- 
drew. 

The stakes in central London 
can be even higher. “London is 
owned by half a dozen big land- 
lords." says Simon Maxr-Johnson, 
a chartered surveyor with the Lon- 
don firm of Marr-Jobnson & 


Stevens. "In addition, to flats, of- 
fices and shops, it owns large ar- 
eas of leasehold houses, 
particularly in Belgravia and South 
Kensington/” 

In the eyes of the law, a house 
is not always a house. A 1996 Bel- 
gravia case involved two adjacent 
mews cottages, each with a garage 
on a separate short lease so located 
in the premises that each proper- 
ty could legally constitute not a 
“house” but a “fLar. 

“The owners sought lease ex- 
tensions as a block of two fiats,” 
says Joan South of the Leasehold 
Enfranchisement Association. Af- 
ter a two-day hearing that 
stretched to five days, the pries was 
settled but tenants bad to pay costs 
greater than £40,000. “The tenants 
foot the bill so die landlords hire 
the top QCs." The steep fees then 
deter other tenants from seeking 
enfranchisements. 

Laymen can forgive themselves 
for feeling baffled by an area of law 
so complex and quirky as to baf- 
fle more than a few solicitors. 

To enfranchise a property itself 
along with a certain proportion of 
tenants must quality. Enfran- 
chisement is not allowed in a con- 
version of four or fewer flats, in one 
of which the freeholder or an 
adult family member has been liv- 
ing for lbe past year. However, ten- 


ants in such properties can extend 
their leases. 

Weigh domestic realities 

against legal rights. Mrs South cau- 
tions. “If only two of three occu- 
pier-owners in a conversion agree 
to enfranchise, the two become the 
landlord over the third. If the 
thir d then applies for a lease ex- 


Some landlords resent 
tile new law and resist it 
strenuously. Instead of 
good-faith negotiations 
and compromise, 
disagreement abounds 

tension, they can make life hell for 
him by delaying.” The situation is 
certainty ripe for conflict. 

Some costs may be hidden. 
“The costs depend on the number 
of interests. There will be one 
freeholder, but there may be var- 
ious intermediate leases, and the 
tenant would have to serve notices 
on ail interests,” says Richard 
Berns, senior partner with Piper 
Smith & Basham, a London firm 
of solicitors. 

And once you are in, you can- 
not amply drop out and wash your 
hands of the matter. Tenants must 


still pay the fees incurred by the 
landlord to that point 

Fortunately, traumatic out- 
comes are relatively rare, and ten- 
ants can benefit, for example, 
from transferable residency qual- 
ifications. “Instead of waiting 
three years, the seller can serve a 
notice on the landlord and get it 
assigned to you,” Mr Berns says. 

Costs are pretty much in line 
with property values, whether that 
property be in Brixton or Belgravia. 
Information about the other oc- 
cupiers and the landlord of a 
premises is self-evidently vital 
And, as always, attention must be 
paid to location. 

Mr Marr- Johnson encounters 
“reputable as well as pugnacious 
landlords in central London, but 
nior> some unscrupulous landlords 
who have been buying freehold 
blocks in the suburbs, behaving 
harshly towards the lessees and 
hence forcing up the cost of the 
freehold to them”. 


Mrs Joan Smith, Leasehold En- 
franchisement Association, JO Up- 
per phfflimore Gardens, London W8 
7HB; Man-Johnson & Stevens, 15 
Bolton Street, London WJY 7PA. 
0171 499 3199; Piper Smith <6 
Basham. 31 Warwick Square. Lon- 
don SW1V2AF. 0171 828 8685. 


CANAL LIVING 




Everywhere, the newcomers are flooding in 


i old mattresses and 
itmg pieces of plastic 
gradually disappearing 
n the canals and they 
increasingly seen as 

as for leisure,, a"* 
lg. Penny Jackson meets a 
n who is at home on 
water, and considers 
many options for 
se who would like to 
ay the tranquillity 
r offer while remaining 


on terra firma- 


itish Water- 


lpulaiion of 

within fi ve 
that is som^ 

of us haw 

aware, if is 


probably because canals are 
at the heart of recent urban re- 
generation. ■ 

Until now, the canal corri- 
dors that ran through the re- 
dundant and neglected 
industrial areas were general- 
ly seen only by those in boats. 
But with the trend for trans- 
forming factory, warehouses 
and mills into fashionable 
homes h3S come an apprecia- 
tion of the canals themselves 
has been kindled along. 

For some, tbe discovery that 
they have a special feel, quite 
different from rivers, is nothing 
new. Steve Day, an electronics 
engineer, not satisfied with 
having always lived alongside 
canals, has taken to life on the 
water- His home is a 40ft steel 
narrowboat on the Grand 
Union Canal near Berkhamst- 
cd and when he is not working 


—at present in a local boatyard 
- he is traveDing through the 
country's vast system of water- 
ways. “I even bumped into my 
parents once in Manchester. 1 
turned round a corner and 
there they were.” 

Abrupt changes of scenery 
are one of the great charms of 
canals. One moment coun- 
uyside, the next a sweep of 
warehouses. In the past five 
years. Steve Day has seen big 
changes “The development is 
a mixed bag. Many of the 
buildings, barges, Ieggers’ huts 
and lock-keepers’ cottages have 
been done upweB, but there are 
grill some sad old places, tacked 
away.” 

His greatest concern is that 
the canals are changing from 
oases Of calm to busy, over- 
regulated waterways, where 
there are even suggestions of 


speed guns being introduced. 
“Too many people fly up and 
down without any respect for 
safety or the environment,” he 
adds. 

While leisure activities have 
obviously revitalised many 
canals, British Waterways, a 
government body, is charged 
with the responsibility of en- 
couraging their use and devel- 
opment while preserving their 
character and has to be con- 
sulted on all planning appli- 
cations. 

Like Inland Waterways, a 

voluntary association which has 

fought long and hard for the 
survival of canals, it sees one of 
the biggest threats to the di- 
versity of the canal system 
coming from a tendency of de- 
velopers to adopt a common 
standard. Unique features can 
get lost under uniform designs 


of stone, brick and cast iron and 
if h becomes impossible to tell 
whether you are m Scotland or 
Staffordshire, something irre- 
placeable has been lost. 

Charles Kboo, an architect, 
responsible far Baldwin Terrace 
on Regent’s Canal in Islington, 
believes there is enough free- 
dom for imaginative design 
within the original faqade. 
“Large industrial windows 
means that you can make the 
most of views of the water 
without losing the detail/ In- 
deed, since most canal-side 
facades are protected it is of- 
ten more a case of keeping tabs 
on the scale and sensitivity of 
new schemes. 

One of the most successful 
of those, it is agreed by even the 
most ardent conservationists, is 
in the centre of Birmmgfram. Its 
maze of canals lent themselves 


to the regeneration of a once- 
dismal area that is now thriv- 
ing and fashionable, with 
restaurants, bars, shops and 
business along the waterside. 
Crosby Homes’s popular Sym- 
phony Court development of. 
143 homes, in Brindley Place, 
sold in year. 

Out of town, the old lock- 
keepers’ cottages are always in 
demand. Clive Mosson of 
Aitchisons in Berkhamsted 
finds they do not become avail- 
able very often, and can be 
small although, of course, they 
usually have rural views. 

The Victorian villas in the 
centre of Berkhamsted with 
gardens that run down to the 
canal would start at about 
£169,000 for one with three 
bedrooms, rising to £235jOOQ for 
a larger house. Moorings add 
a premium of around £20,000- 


£30,000. A home in a convert- 
ed mill on the outskirts of the 
town is on the market for 
around £225,000. In Der- 
byshire, a converted grain store 
in the Shard! ow Wharf con- 
servation area is for sale, 
through Savills, for £195,000. 

There are few large prop- 
erties on canals, even if images 
of grand houses in London's 
Little Vtnice do spring to min d 
A large Georgian house that is 
about to come on toAhchson's 
books predated the canal and 
since it is sandwiched between 
the railway line and waterway 
was dearly an obstacle in the 
path of the two early transport 
links. Canal-side dwellers must 
also accept that pedestrian traf- 
fic along the towpaths comes 
with the view of the water. 

David Fielding, a children's 
book editor, who has recently 





> 



moved into Berkeley Homes’ 
development on Oxford Canal 
at Pori Meadow, relishes the 
idea of a working canaL “I look 
at the old iron foundry and like 
the thought that perhaps man- 
hole covers were being made 
and sent off to the empire. If 
you are interested in industri- 
al archaeology and history, 
c ana ls are a wonderful place.” 

Nor does he object to intrusive 
sounds. “One of the nicest 
things during tbe summer was 
the music from a passing 
barge.” 

And as for the nearly rail- r 

way line, “the sound of the train S 

is brilliant, if rather loud at ' 

three in the morning”. 

Aitchisons: 01442 862533; Sax- 
ills 0115 955 1122; Berkeley 
Homes, Oxford Waterside: 01865 
311449 


* 
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AT HOME/ STORING WINE. 


AND THREE TO VIEW ^ WITHCEUAKS 


Don’t lose your bottle 


Some people keep 
thousands; some have a 
few singles. Rosalind Russell 
samples the best ways to 
keep wine, even If ft will 
be gone in a few hours. 


So where do you keep yours 
bottled up? Under the stairs? In 
the kitchen? The garage is a 
popular stash, especially before 
Christmas when space is at a 
premium. Imbibers with no 
texnperature-<xmtro]led cellar to 
call their own have to make do 
with what they have, even if the 
experts say all three choices are 
probably the woist you could 
make. The first two are usual- 
ly too warm and the last suffers 
from extremes of temperature, 
summer and winter. 

“However,’* adds Robin 
Davis, of the London wine 
merchant Swig, “most wine 
bought is consumed within 
eight hours, so it hardly matters. 
It looks very attractive in a wine 
rack in the kitchen. Many peo- 
ple buy wine to drink within a 
month and it won't come to 
much harm in that time. The 
main thing to avoid is massive 
fluctuations in temperature. 
It's said the ideal temperature 
for wine is 55F, or 13C." 

Serious but impoverished 
wine buffs who cannot afford to 
build a wine ceDar (which can 
cost £5,000) do, Davis says, 
have another option. 

u We use a chap who can 
build a closet in a spare room, 
with wine racks and humidi- 
fier, professionally insulated, 
for around £500 depending on 
size. It will be quite small 
but if you’re going to be 
staying in the house for five 



Protect and Imbibe: One 
of the new-look wine racks 

ht chrome, from RTA 
Wine Rack 
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years, it’s an investment.” 

Marion Kaempfert, daugh- 
ter of the late band leader Bert 
Kaempfert, and her husband, 
the Danish jazz composer Al- 
lan Botchimiky, had a wine cel- 
lar built under the conservatory 
of their house in St John’s 
Wood, London. Leaving it be- 
hind was one of their biggest re- 
grets wizen the house was sold. 

Max Robertson, the voice of 
radio taring until his retirement, 
built a wine cellar to hold be- 
tween 3,000 and 4,000 bottles at 
his former home in Wiltshire. 

Most people, however, are 
more inclined to turn Down Un- 
der into a soundproof den for 

rihilrimn, rather than a cellar full 

of Jacob's Creek. “The trouble 
with a lot of cellars is that peo- 


ple found It convenient to put 
their oO fired boilers in there 
when central hearing was in- 
stalled," says Colin S wait, an es- 
tate agent with Hamptons. “It 
can ruin cellars for wine.” 

The S waits, who when they 
moved into their home in found 
the cellar full of hundreds of 
empty champagne bottles, 
turned it into a kitchen. For the 
rest of us, just storing a case or 
two is the norm, and a wine rack 
is the answer. 

There is no need to buy the 
old pine stick-and-peg self-as- 
sembly racks, a hangover from 
the Seventies. Furnishing de- 
signers have come up with some 
corkers. Ocean, the mail order 
firm selling kitchenware, gifts, 
lighting and furniture, has some 


of the smartest wine racks, in- 
dudmg a wall-mounted “Wive” 
hanging rack made of beech- 
wood, steamed to bend it into 
shape and held together with 
steel rivets. It holds eight bot- 
tles and costs £44.95. A beech- 
wood standing rack, holding a 
dozen bottles is £54.95. Ocean's 
leather-strap hanging rack, in- 
spired by a barber’s shaving 
strap, will hold six bottles and 
costs £59, and a free-standing 
chromed stainless steed rack, 
holding 16 bottles, is £59.95. 

A 16-bottle chrome-plated 
rack from Presents Direct, a 
mail order company, is slightly 
cheaper at £55. Swig’s elegant 
chrome, wall-mounted rack 
holds eight bottles and sells for 
£25. 


If you would rather spend 
the money on the wine rather 
than the rack, Homebase does 
a more modestly priced rack, 
bolding 15 bottles, for £19.99. 
The Della Piazza is modular, 
two feet high and made of rub- 
berwood and chrome. 

Jasper Morrison, known for 
his elegant fluid furniture, has 
designed a wine rack to hold six 
bottles, featuring strong plastic 
in bright green, blue, yellow or 
opaque white and costing 
£2150, available from Purves 
and Purves. 


Swig 0171 431 4412 Ocean 0300 
132985 Presents Dneet 0171 371 
7017 Homebase (for stockists) 
0645 801 800 Purves and Purves 
01715808223 



Dene Hall, in Dene Park near TbnbridgemKent, 

above, was converted into apartments six years 
ago. The one for sale now has the original en- 
trance and reception rooms, along with 
wine cellar. The three-bedroom apartment, with 


** at-irs *2* 




friezes, also has a sports room and two garages. 
The communal grounds include a hard tennis 
court. £650,000 through Knight Frank (0171 629 
8171) 


aitffs r ‘ 


Rossiyn Tbwer in Putney, south west London, 
left, is a double-fronted Grade II fisted Victo- 
rian house with a steeple tower on the top and -• 
a wine cellar. The eight-bedroom house has a Pjj \ 
tibrary, housekeeper’s room and a music room . *• 

with 15ft high ceflings. The drawing room was 
redesigned by Leonard Wyburd RA, who 
launched Liberty’s furofching and decoration stu- 
dio, The garden has a lily pond, fountain and 
rose garden. Knight Frank is asking £125m (0171 
629 8171). • 
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The Old Parsonage at Higham, Suffolk, is 
Grade U listed and has a cellar with two stor- 
age areas, one with bins. The five-bedroom 


kitchen, has another store room cm the first floor. 
Stone moflioned windows give views towards the 
dmich. There is a coach bouse- used a hay store, 
with two good loft rooms above -and tade room. 
The property has more than three acres of 
grounds and paddock. £395,000 through Bid- 
wells (01284 767338). 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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SPACE 


London Property 

Contemporary 
E Live/Work 

™ Buildings 


London Property 


Loft Conversions 



London 

Fields 

East 

London 

Lane 

Hackney 

E8 


C3XYEC4 

39 NEW AND CONVERTED APARTMENTS IN 
COURTYARD SETTING TO LET 
STUDIO, 1, 2, BEDS AND 2x PENTHOUSES 
MOST WITH PATIOS, TERRACES, BALCONY 


SCHOOL CONVERSION IN CONSERVATION 
AREA NR. CANTERBURY, KENT 


• . B nrtririffhflmshfr p- - 

Coldharbonr Cottages WcviHdowy toHany VtR I 


.West Country 





400 yttt rid Utbff filmed 
du&ted oooaff. Grade n 
fiacdL WeS dtcotaiof nwraafly. 
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Fr*a*flyvffl»gca( WcoAw. 
30 bbmm MioUmoi. 


Fulham 


VOLUME 

Prices from £77,500 to £130,000 (Inc vat) 


sws 

Axplcad*12bBd I 2btfb.lspQr 
Ssl riXadqg tab of mm ml 
v lL W im ur f Mik ia paw 
BOLTON GARDENS SW5 
Newly oafish 2 ddc bed*, 2 bribo. 
no* fey Bond fc lwhou ft wM l 
mom. Ncml dean; wtadaftl 
He** over jtudcam & maeb 


Beautiful new Flat in 
prestige development 
overlooking Hurlingham 
Park and river. 2 en 
suite beds, barge living 
room, balcony and 
secure garage parking. 

£450 per week 
Tel: 0171 731 4259 


Newly mounted Victorian primary School offering 2 semi -detached 
btnues. Styfisb, modern, architect -da&ned rnienors, charming, 
traditional cstcriora, looking Onto nicturcsqac village greou. Each 
bouse ofifcra landscaped widens, 2 parking spaces, 3 bedrooms. 

2 bathrooms, doabte oewnt kmage with 2nd iccep. aa wranfne 
,v>Siry. 0di.ff bldwL 

Features rodnde polished wood floors, bijj o kx I brickwork, low 
voltage lighting, large fight rooms. 


■ Sitting roam witb bgkncok. 
dfaim room, co mtmiot y. oak 
kfcaen, 2 baboon, es mite 
dwer nod batbroam. attic 
nxaa gs* ceatxal faeadqg, 


brill ums mafia Os’ lift 



FREEHOLD £1 36,500 

Urbane Space L7u 

0171 231 3132 


Offers anmd £195JW0 
Brown A Merry 
01296 424444 


GOTHIC 

GATEHOUSE 

SALISBURY 


Overseas Property 


Auctions 


Flatshare 


•171370430. 
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* EDUMUTS 


UI71 729 3859 


REGENT LETTING 0171 916.0313, 


CHELSEA SW10 

Freehold bouse, 
reception, kitchen, 
dinning room, studio 
roam, 4 beds, 2 bath, 
garden, CH. 
£745,000. 

TEL: 0171 352 0245 


PIMLICO 

BASEMENT 

FLAT 


•171SH4S4W 
•Mg 451546. 


A najor naaaad m asHotal ok 
4 DECEMBER 
to nebde by order of British 
Waterways Board 
l Kmen CoURftc 
Long BactbyWhJtf. Ndnbu m 
Gride Mdy 160-65,000 
MANY OTHER LOTS 


WANDSWORTHSWIBLiMtydou- 
bki badrooen In faRdyhoua Sufi 
1 person. EflOpw. Dopoail Mid 
rafa required. Thfc 0181 874 5344 
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Dulwich 


ST JOHNS WOOD. NW8 £27Spw 

One ausrive double bedroom. Oar, fully fined 
kitchen, washing machine. Including hot water 
and beating. 

PARLIAMENT HILL, NW3 «275pw 

Luxury one bedroom flat, large lounge, fully 
fitted kitchen. Separate bath and toilet 
Available now. 

GLOUCESTER AVENUE, REGENTS PARK, NW1 £4Mpw 
Luxury two bedroom Oat varnished wood floors, 
furnished to a high standard, security videocom 
entry phone close to public transport and &□ other 
amenities. Available now. 

THE GROVE, FINCHLEY CENTRAL. N3 «40pw 

Fabulous four bedroom house with bath and 

shower, two WCs, Two large reception rooms 

and fully fitted Idtchen/diner and garden. Close 

to tube and amenities. Available now. 

CHALCOT SQUARE, CHALK FARM, NW1 MSOpw 

Four bedroom maisonette on two Doors. Large lounge, 
folly fitted kitchen, two WCs and loft for storage. 

Close to all amenities. . _ 


Woodval* SE23 : 4 Bad, rabcad 
swri, iflOtt roar canton. DSP 
P iSjOO fraehotd Bushrito Otsi 
| 2S017ZZ 

Gsnfcn Square S£t0; UMqu* Mi Z 
brihaaltod Wteh and bath. 
£95,000 UW Buatwfls 0181 28S 
1722 


The wridwik feeder in Holiday 

Ownership h Inuwhrins it* Ant 

European five «nr resorts ritfe 
hnarioot apartnieau and the 
Mnrriou render suodoid. 
Very limited preeoiBtroeiian 
pricing awuMbtc. 

Cal MN W4477 x 7871 hr 
■ore tafamada 
arf lem 


*— be*^rowwiaw«. 


RrjowHBtJWCifciniMeWI 1 
erreR* to i 

AwswrocxnamKUt) 

“•easaap"* 


Close id the river, 
park and Watermeadows, 
400 yards form the shops. 

. 2 receptions, 
Utdwn/breakfiittroom 
3 bedrooms 2 bathrotttu. 
GasCH 
£220,000 
HUMBERTS 
01722 324422 i 
MYDDELTON | 
AND MAJOR : 

01722 337575 I 
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Sell your home for as little 
as £50 per advertisement 


THE INDEPENDENT 


independent 


IMC^ 

0171 254 9709 


BARTLETT CLOSE, 
LONDON E14 
A fonr bedroom towthoose 
ovedooting park. Con^rising 
22' reept room, during room, 
fitted kitchen, four bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, dookroom 
and integral garag: 

Price £169,950 

Tet 0181 980 7431 


MINSTREL COURT, 
TEESDALE CLOSE E2 
One bedroom penthouse 
in convened Victorian 
school house. Features 
reept, kitchen, small 
outside area. GCH and 
off street pa r ki n g. 

Price £75995 

Fax: 0181 988 8469 


Advertise your properly through the Independent and Independent on Sunday's | CRAJVBROOK 1 1 It^ Works 

highly successful Property Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and worii. Il * — -^ *il I 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday four Money or the Sunday 
Business sections. Your property will appear in the format shown here, 
with 40 words of description complemented by a full colour photograph of 
your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Advertisement costs £ 95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 



"We successfully sold our' 
house in Wales through the Independent : 
on Sunday's Property Gallery. Interested.^ 
buyers called from Wales, as well as the;: 
Midlands, Scotland, London and the 
South-East 

We were delighted with this way of ; 
selling our home and would definitely- 
recommend it to others." : . v 

M.W ondD.fi May J 996 , 


•yth 








iKXSGafellftcrifl* 


BrixUri eeieSmito* « «***■. 
NcflMeCwtaey mam 254 WW 


Fin inthis coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to: " 

The Property Team, Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf London EI4 5DL 

Pemffhie for receipt of copy/phoai isatl^itri worWng days prior to publication. Offer open to private advertfaefi only, commercial advertising ^ it ijiiu il 

—— — — — — — ! . . — TELEPHONE (daytime) - 


InJ^ 

n ° tjQ ai- < 


Berkshire 


BuraMMd MM, Bmta. An «eto- 
atva dOMtopmert of orty IS m* 
aamchfld 5 beds count* 


onto tl» vatan «tfl et »* «|w 
KamML. We* a from £380.090- 
Dali 01734 565^77 J 


To advertise in this section 
please call the Property 
Team on 0171 203 2222. 


ADDRESS ; 

. . I require lO 20 3D (tKkanjroonatebox) Advertiseflient(s)aiatotalcostof£ — r - 

Please endose a cheque for this amount marie payable loTstewspaper Publishing Pic’ or fill in yourV^AccessfAmoe/DsKn dub details ~" 

CREDIT CARD NO I U I 1 I 1 I 1 1 I I 1 ) 1 I I 1 I £XpjRY DATE SIGNATURE 

For advice or more information please call The Property Team 1 on 0171-293 2343 or 0171.293 2302 
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SELLING P RIVATE tv 

pow to get them 
^knocking at your 
I door - minus 
ihe estate agent 


Ever thought about cutting 
out the estate agent’s 
commission and selling your 
6%vn home? It is possible, 
Fiona Brandhorst finds, but 
beware — there are as many 
pitfalls as there are 
advantages for the novice. 


When Pam Price decided to put her 
house on the market back in July 
she had no idea what it would be 
worth. Not only was she pleasant- 
ly surprised by the local estate 
agent's valuation but she was also 
not prepared for his optimism at be- 
ing able to “sell it in a week". 

Not one to turn down a chal- 
lenge, Mrs Price decided to have a 
go at selling her house herself - if 
the house was that saleable she 
could save herself over £2,000 in 
commission and she felt she would 
be more in control. She chose to ad- 
vertise in Loot, the free ads paper, 
which cost around £60 for a nine- 
week slot and included a sale board 
outside the property in a leafy 
street in Bromley, Kent. 

“I made it obvious when people 
rang that I was only interested in se- 
rious buyers and I felt I could vet 
■ them more than an estate agent I 
didn’t want people who were just 
out for a ride on a Saturday after- 
noon.” Viewing tones were civilised. 
“I wasn’t pressurised by anyone - 
if I knew ray house was tidy I was 
happy, if not, I gave myself a cou- 
ple of hours to clear up.".. . 

Twenty-five phone calls and IS 
viewings later though, Mrs Price still 
hadn't had an offer and the ninth 
week was almost up. Then on the 
day she reluctantly instructed an 
agent, who claimed to have three 
serious buyers on his books, she had 
two offers from Loot readers. “The 
people the agent sent round didn’t 
even have their properties on the 
market," she says. 

Negotiations with the Loot buy- 
ers were held at different times over 
coffee. “1 enjoyed the personal 
contact and could judge their in- 
tentions more than I would have 
been able to if the agent had been 
in charge- We agreed on a price just 
under the agent's suggested asking 
price." 

Perhaps estate agents would ar- 
gue that they could achieve more 
than the asking price, if there was 
more than one interested party, thus 
covering the fees a vendor would 
have to pay. Certainly Peter Blades, 
a partner in Barringtons estate 
agents in south Buckingbamshire. 
believes estate agents' experience 
w ithin the market can't be beaten. 
’‘We know the best price a proper- 
ty can command and how to get it-" 

Private sales are also more like- 
ly to fall apart when the two sides 
become stressed and don’t have a 


third person to act as a go-between. 
Mr Blades cites this as one of the 
biggest problems with private sales. 
“The vendor and purchaser are 
open to misunderstandings: an 
agent can act as a buffer to smooth 
things over." 

Without an agent in the wings 
vendors may turn to their solicitor 
to seek advice. If so, Peter Sibley 
a legal executiveof with Taylor WiU- 
cocks, sees potential problems. “It's 
not part of a solicitor's fee structure 
to enter into negotiations between 
the buyer and the seller." 

Solicitors are also as defensive 
about legal hold-ups as estate 
agents are about commission 
charges. Mr Sibley suspects that 
most vendors and' some estate 
agents do not fully understand 
what’s involved in conveyancing 
and can make unreasonable de- 
mands on solicitors. 

He should know -he used to be 
an estate agent and is “embar- 
rassed” by some of the things he ex- 
pected to happen. He admits that, 
when the pressure’s on to exchange 
and complete contracts, having an 
agent working for you can be 
helpfuL “If lenders require survey- 
ors' reports on timber, damp or 
structural work, it’s the estate 
agents - not the solicitors - who 
have the rime and contacts to get 
thing s done quickly.” 

Keith Rudling did not try the 
hard sell when, he advertised his two 
Hertfordshire artisan cottages 
throaghhffi local paper last year. He 
' opened 1 the - frrint door to viewers 
and said with the curtness of Victor 
Meldrew: “What you see is what you 
geL" 

His first foray into DIY house- 
selling some years ago fell foul of 
the law on misrepresentation when 
he dxolly described the house he was 
selling as having a funeral-like par- 
lour, dripping taps and broken 
stairs. The local newspaper refused 
to run the advertisement 

This time he advertised via a box. 
number in th e Hertfordshire Mercury 
and was surprised at the number of 
people who bothered to write to him 
for the handwritten property details. 
However, he was puzzled that most 
inquirers did not follow up their ini- 
rial interest with a viewing. He even- 
tually sold one of the cottages to the 
writer of the first letter. 

A trip abroad hastened the need 
to sell the second cottage, so Mr 
Rudling turned to a local agent to 
find a buyer. Three potential pur- 
chasers came to nothing before the 
sale finally went through. Although 
Mr Rudling achieved a higher price 
with the agent, his solicitor charged 
him more for the extra work in- 
volved with the abortive 1 soles. 

Even in today's housing market 
where demand has outstripped 
supply for several months, the pri- 
vate seller needs to keep abreast of 
changes in case the sale falls 
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Lucky strike: Pam Price sold without paying agents’ fees, though she says her i 


came from the present high demand 

Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


through after several weeks. What 
may have been a rising market three 
months previously can change due 
to seasonal or other economic fac- 
tors. Private sellers may find them- 
selves with an overpriced property 
and the cost of re-advertising. 

For vendors going ft alone. Loot 
has plenty of marketing advice in- 
cluding the cautious use of the wel- 
coming aromas of coffee and freshly 
baked cakes. Strangely, though, 
there’s no mention of personal se- 
curity. Stephen Smith from BusheHs 
estate agents in south London is 
concerned about the safety of his 


staff and clients. “I was working 
nearby when the estate agent Suzi 
Lamplugh went missing so I’m 
constantly reminding my staff to be 
on their guard." The majority of 
BnsheDs’ viewings are accompanied 
by a member of staff and the firm 
will not arrange a visit without full 
details of the prospective purchas- 
er. 

Pam Price often showed couples 
around on her own with just their 
telephone numbers as a reference. 
"A couple of people knocked with- 
out an appointment, but I just told 
them to go and buy Loot for the de- 


tails. They didn't come back." 

Peter Blades is confident that 
DIY selling is only for the tough- 
skinned minority. “If you have an 
A1 house, in an A1 position that’s 
gorgeous throughout then you’ll 
probably sell it yourself, but if it’s 
anything other than that, you’ll 
need an agent” But Pam Price 
would do it all again with one pro- 
viso. “My house sold quickly be- 
cause the market was right Td think 
twice if the market was dead.” 

If you want to sell your own 
home: 


• Research the market well and 
have your home valued profes- 
sionally. 

• Advertise to the people most 
likely to buy your property. 

• Instruct solicitors as soon as 
you decide to sell 

• Find out about the buying and 
selling process. 

• Keep a cool head when the 
pressure mounts. 

Loot (0171-372 7262); Boningtons 
(01753 892100); Taylor WiUcocks 
Solicitors (0171-498 2244); BusheBs 
(0181-2991722) 


New estates 
deiserve a 
sporting chance 

It isn’t often that a passion for foot- 
ball is deployed to stir the collective 
conscience of the property world. But 
this week. Sir John Hall, entrepreneur 
and chairman of Newcastle United - 
at least for a few weeks more - 
treated all those who heard him de- 
liver the annual Hampton Lecture to 
an unqualified endorsement of the 
value of sport in urban regeneration. 

Yet his own discovery of the passions 
football inspires have led him to see 
the game as a tool for personal as 
much as regional revitalisation. Sir 
John, the man behind the vast Metro 
Centre in Gateshead, spoke elo- 
quently of “breaking into the cycle of 
decline" through sport. He would like 
to “prick the conscience” of other 
property entrepreneurs while recog- 
nising that at one time “cranes on sky- 
lines" were enough for him. 

Before long there will plenty of 
cranes at the Millennium site on the 
Greenwich Peninsula, part of a whole 
swath of London that Sir John de- 
scribes as being more deprived than 
anything he has seen in the North- 
east Most people will know It as the 
spot where the camera starts at the 
beginning of EastEnders. So far, a 
shortlist of four consortia has been 
drawn up for the 32-acre Millennium 
village, the first phase in the devel- 
opment of the site which in size is 
equal to half of Kensington and most 
of Netting Hill. The village- 1,000 
homes including social housing, a 
school health facQties and shops -will 
not include large leisure areas. They 
form an important part of the mas- 
terplan for the whole though, ac- 
cording to Ralph Luck, English 
Partnerships development director for 
the Greenwich Peninsula. “We expect 
sport to engender a strong commu- 
nity spirit and especially around the 
focus of the school,” he says. As yet, 
then, nothing to suggest a Peninsula 
football team might one day join the 
London clubs. 

* 

Somebody stands to gain from the 
Labour party's decision to downsize 
in Bury St Edmunds. Since it failed 
to take the seat at the general elec- 
tion, the party is leaving its prominent 
headquarters in the historic core of 
the town for smaller premises near- 
er the centre. The appropriately 
pink-painted Lansbury House has a 
Georgian facade, but many of the pe- 
riod features inside have not survived 
At present ft is laid out as offices and 
meeting rooms, but could be turned 
back into a private home. The guide 
price is £145,000, through Bedfords 
(01284 769999). 

* 

In recent months, the amount of prop- 
erty available to let has grown more 
quickly than the numbers of people 
looking to rent, Hamptons Interna- 
tiona] letting division says. Penny 
Parr-Head, director, says that in July, 
August and September last year, 
there were on average 3.1 applicants 
in London for every property. That 
has dropped to 2.4 this year. In the 
country, the same quarter a year ago 
saw six applicants for every available 
property while the latest figures show 
that number to have dropped to 4.6 
a property. However, in the third 
quarter of 1996, the country saw an 
8 per cent drop in stock levels and they 
have not improved this year. 


Why the euro may bring a bonus for home-buyers 



Interest rates within 
those countries about to 
embark on the single 
currency adventure are 
dramatically lower than 
those in the UK. 

So when we join, 
mortgage rates will 
plunge, right? Quite 
possible, says 
Qtfjbnl German , but house 
prices will not soar. 


Comparing property prices in 
sterling and euros is the least 
‘ of .the questions facing P r0 P'‘ 
-- - erty -owners in the UK if and 
when we join. At present the 
• euro’s forerunner, the ecu, 

Mirth about 68p and the pound 

about 1.48 ecus. It is generally 

. . assumed that the pou ndis un- 
P comfortably strong at present 
ajjd after the last governments 
harrowing experience inside 
4he ERM where the pound 


was overvalued at the start, any 
future government would want 
to see sterling weaker before it 
is switched into euros. But 
whatever the eventual rate at 
which the transition is made, 
valuing UK assets in the com- 
mon currency should be a 
straightforward process. 

The impact on UK mort- 
gage rates is likely to be much 
more important. UK interest 
"rates are currently as much as 
.3 points above equivalent 
French and German rates, and 
UK rates are more likely to con- 
verge on European rates rather 
than the other way round. 

It may well be another five 
years before a referendum is 
held to test public opinion and 
at least seven more years before 
we could adopt the euro, but if 
it does look like going ahead it 
is in evciyone’s interest that in- 
terest rates converge well be- 
fore the actual point of entry. 

At least half of today’s 
home-owners will have moved 


home by then, but most of 
them will still be making 
monthly payments on their 
home loans so mortgage rates 
are « matter of real concern and 
interest to most property own- 
ers. 

Fortunately there is plenty 
of scope these days for bor- 
rowers to switch from fixed 
rates to variable rates of inter- 
est on their mortgages or vice 
versa, audio move their mort- 
gages from one lender to an- 
other without actually moving 
home. But some recent re- 
search for Barclays Mortgages 
shows that 29 per .cent of a sam- 
ple of 900 people aged 20 and 
over would still look a standard 
variable rate mortgage if they 
move house. That means al- 
most one borrower in three is 
still unaware of the attractions 
of discounted rate mortgages, 
cashbacks and various forms of 
fixed-rate mortgage. 

Another 27 per cent would 
look for a cashback on theft- 


new mortgage, and another 18 
per cent would be attracted by 
a discount rate in the early 
stages of their new loan, usu- 
ally for 12 months, sometimes 
spread over two or three years. 
Those should be irresistible 
bargains for borrowers who 
are willing to tie themselves to 
their new lender. 

But these days most if not 
all cashback and discount-rate 
loans require borrowers to stay 
with the same lender after the 
incentive rate has lapsed, and 
pay standard variable rates for 
up to five years. 

They usually impose sub- 
stantial penalties for early re- 
payment - usually within five 
years of taking out the loan, in- 
cluding the repayment of the 
cashback in full or up to six 
months interest on discount 
mortgages (unless they move 
house and take out a new loan 
with the same lender, although 
this is usually at the standard 
rate). If the discounted rate is 


stretched out over more 
than one year the penalties 
can apply for even longer. 

A further 25 percent would 
consider a short-term fixed 
rate, which even now in the 
week when, more and more 
lenders are fitting their standard 
variable rates to 8.7 per cent 
there are plenty of fixed-rate of- 
fers that could cost them as 
much as 2 per cent less than the 
standard variable rate. Once 
again however most of these 
bargain fixed rale offers com- 
mit the borrower to staying with 
the same lender for some time 
after the fixed rate ends and re- 
verts to the standard variable 
rateAnother 22 per cent are 
willing to take out mortgages at 
rates fixed for anything from 
five to ten years. Many of these 
borrowers are over 40s who are 
attracted by the prospect of a 
fixed repayment rate at to- 
day’s mortgage rates, which 
are low by the levels of Lhe last 
10 to 20 years. 


Some of these longer-term 
fixed rates incur. no penalty for 
early repayment, but many of 
them do effectively lock bor- 
rowers in for the full term, and 
if the UK does join die single 
currency those rates could start 


The once irresistible rise 
in the proportion of 
owners has stabilised. It 
is now more fashionable 
to rent than it once was 

to look quite expensive. 

Looking further into the 
implications of a single cur- 
rency, many borrowers are al- 
ready asking what effect a 
euro-mortgage would have on 
property prices. On past expe- 
rience a secular trend to lower 
interest rates, reducing the 
monthly cost of servicing a 
loan, should encourage bor- 
rowers to bid up property 
prices. But UK property prices 


are already relatively much 
more expensive as a percentage 
of average earnings than they 
are on the continent, and it is 
hard to see bow the differen- 
tial could justifiably widen fur- 
ther. In fact a significant 
number of our sample think a 
euromortgage would make it 
easier for them to up sticks and 
work cm the continent. That 
might be a kind of wish fulfill- 
ment, but emigration of a sig- 
nificant scale reducing the 
demand for UK property can- 
not be ruled out. 

It is also worth noting that 
the once irresistible rise in the 
proportion of home-owners in 
the UK has stabilised around 66 
per cent over the past eight 
years, and it is now much more 
trendy to rent a home than it 
was when most tenants lived in 
council houses. That has re- 
duced demand for owner oc- 
cupation and helped to keep 
property prices down since the 
Lawson boom collapsed 


Most important however is 
the combination of planning re- 
strictions on building new 
homes in the UK, and the 
long-running rax advantages 
of home ownership. Compared 
with the continent, where 100 
per cent mortgages and tax con- 
cessions on mortgage interest 
are less common and stamp 
duty is much higher, British bor- 
rowers have had it very easy. Al- 
though planning restrictions 
are unlikely to be abandoned if 
they are relaxed and property 
is forced to bear a bigger share 
of the tax burden, home-own- 
ers could be pressured to prize 
their pensions above their 
property over the next decade. 

‘The Independent’ has pub- 
lished a free 27-page ‘Guide to 
Mortgages’, by Nie Ckuul the 
paper's award-winning Person- 
al Finance Editor. The guide, 
sponsored by Barclays Mort- 
gages, is available by calling 
mo 585691 Or Min the 
coupon on page 4. 
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Driven 
sedately, the 
Carisma delivers 
remarkable economy 


Under the bland looks lurks Jekyll and Hyde 


A car Chat beasts the 
frugality of diesel with the 
punch of a petrol engine? 
Roger Bell puts the Carisma 
to the test. 


Mitsubishi claims to have unlocked the 
secret of motoring’s Holy Graft petrol 
performance with diesel economy. 
Eureka? Perhaps. The amarfng engine 
that's capable of this technological par- 
ty trick is found under the bonnet of 
the unremarkable Carisma, a pleasant, 
well-made family saloon (or hatchback) 
that looks and drives much like any oth- 
er car in the Ford Mondeo class. 

The word “revolutionary” does not 
spring to mind when you slip behind the 
wheel of the Carisma GDL Nor does 
“charismatic". You’d never know from 
the rather bland driving experience that 
its petrol engine -basically an ordinary 
four-cylinder, 16-valver with special 
tweaks evolved over three decades - 
breaks important new ground. 

The clever bit is that the GDI (gas 
direct injection) is really two engines 


in one, capable at one extreme of st- 
eep tioaal frugality (without the gruff- 
ness foat characterises many diesels) 
and at the other of considerable verve 
and muscularity. Because it’s so fuel ef- 
ficient, harmful emissions are also re- 
duced. Mitsubishi claims a 20 per cent 
reduction in carbon dioxide, the 
“greenhouse” gas responsible for glob- 
al warming. 

Driven with restraint, avoiding lull 
power, the GDI runs on an aipfuel mix- 
ture so lean (lots of air, little petrol) 
it would cause an ordinary engine not 
only fo misfire but emit excessive 
amounts of NOx. This “lean-bum” trick 
is achieved through various clever 
pkjys including injecting the petrol (gas) 
directly into the combustion chambers, 
rather than into the passage that feeds 
them. Electronics and nmiynai shap- 
ing of the ports and cylinder bead play 
key roles, too. Mitsubishi resolved the 
NOx problem with a special catalytic 
converter. 

Call for full overtaking power and 
the air/fuel ratio lichens, from an 
economy-first 40 to one to a power- 
biased 15 to one. Result: plenty of short- 


term zap at the expense of economy. 

You cannot enjoy the best of both 
worlds simultaneously. Drive the GDI 
hard all the time and it win slurp fuel 
as heavily as an ordinary engine. Dri- 
ve it with restraint, as you would 
around town or when motorway cruis- 
ing and h rewards with diesd -like econ- 
omy. Fears that the transition between 
the two levels of performance might be 
snappHy abrupt are unfounded: deliv- 
ery is seamlessly linear, whether you're 
ambling or pressing on. 

TT^Mhkii^shfswcmdCTeogiDeful- 
fils its promise of combining poke with 
parsimony is not in dispute. It’s the ex- 
tent of its superiority that’s open to de- 
bate. Using Ford’s 1.8 Mondeo (four 
cylinders, 16 valves, conventional in- 
direct injection) as a yardstick, the new 
Carisma stacks up pretty well on spec- 
ifications (Mondeo's in brackets): 
power 125bhp (115bhp), 0-62mph 9.7 
seconds (lli)), combined fuel con- 
sumption 45.6mpg (36.2). A clear per- 
fbrmance/econoxny win, then, for the 
Carisma - and no catches. Other 
petrol rivals, ind tiding 1.8 versions of 
the Toyota Carina, Vhuxhafl Vfcctra, Re- 


nault Laguna pnri GtroSn Xantia, are 
also said to be humbled. 

Mitsubishi monitored the con- 
sumption of 13 Carisma JL8 GDIs on 
a recent press launch and concluded 
from trip-computer readings (accuracy 
unknown) that their average con- 
sumption was 44rnpg, compared with 
a mean of 36, 6mpg for the superseded 
models with conventional 1.8 en- 
gines. Over the same route, diesel 
Panamas, powered by turbo-motors 
that are hardly state of the art, aver- 
aged 45mpg. 

Although Mitsubishi is ahead of the 
field in lean-bum technology -sever- 
al of its other models use GDI engines 
in Japan -ft is by no means alone. Ri- 
vals are working on similar engines that 
cut consumption and emissions with- 
out penalising performance. The end 
of the road for the diesel, then? Hard- . 
ly. Expect the next direct-injection gen- 
eration to reopen a significant economy 
advantage, even over the Carisma 
GDL One thing is certain: the healthy 
fuel efficiency war that’s looming is 
good news for consumers, never mind 
the ecvironmenL 


Mitsubishi Carisma 1-8 GDI 
Specifications 

Price: £14310-16,485. Engine: l,834oc, 
four cylinders, 16 valves, 125bhp at 
5^00rpm. Five-speed manual, front- 
wheel drive. Performance: top speed 
12Smph, 0-60mph in 9.7 sec. Fbel 


Rivals 

Audi A4 1.8, from £19,011. Solid, well 
made, refined ... expensive. 


Otro€n Xantia 2.1 turfxxBese! SX, 

£17,645. Elegant, expensive hatch with 
magic-carpet ride. 


Ford Mondeo 1.8, from £14,875. 
na« best-seller is more entertaining 
to drive than the Carisma, but not as 
lively or economical 


VauxhaJJ Vectra |J, from £14,960. 
Competitive performance but well 
beaten by Carisma for economy. 


VW Passat 1.9TD5 II OS, £16^00- 
Good looks, roomy, wen made. Fast and 
frugal, bat Carisma much cheaper. 


Gas for the Smoke, petrol for the rural retreat 


Volvo is leading the charge 
into gas-powered vehicles with 
its Bi-Fuel, reports Roger Bell. 


Natural gas is just as good at power- 
ing your car as roasting the Sunday 
joint. Wishful thinking? Par from it. 
Volvo’s Bi-Fuel will run on compressed 
natural gas (CNG) just as weD as it will 
on unleaded petrol 

Volvo claims the Bi-Fuel -not an af- 
ter-mazket conversion but a fectmy-built 
model based on the 2-5 S7Q saloon and 
V70 estate - is the cleanest, least pol- 
luting car you can buy m Britain. Hie 
idea is that you run on gas (methane) 
in urban areas, where pollution is 
worst, and switch to petrol elsewhere. 
Covered by Volvo’s normal three-year, 
60 , 000-mile warranty, the automatic- 
only Bi-Fuel costs £20,825 - the same 
as the petrol-only S70 25 automatic. 

Until quite recently, there was little 
or no cost incentive to use low-pollution 


gas in Britain. However, successive cuts 
in exrise duly on CNG and LPG (liq- 
uid petroleum gas) have seen its price 
drop substantially below that of 
petrol/dieseL British Gas says the equiv- 
alent cost per litre of CNG is 43p,agaiisi 
65p for conventional fuels. The Natur- 
al Gas ^ihid^ Association (members in- 
dude Ibrd, Ifover and 'S^udiaB, besdes 
Vbh/o) reckons that Britain’s NGV 
movement is now ripe for expansion. 

According to Valvo, the S70’s hy- 
drocarbon emissions are down 88 per 
cent, comparing gas with petrol Car- 
bon monoxide is down 77 per cent, ni- 
trogen oxide 20 per cent, greenhouse 
carbon dioxide by the same amount Ur- 
ban bus operators are prime targets for 
conversion, as gas eliminates the high 
particulate emissions - black smoke - 
associated with diesels. CNG engines 
are also quieter and smoother than 
diesels, as bus users in Southampton, 
where there’s a fleet of 16 Dennis Darts 
with roof-top gas tanks, will testify. 

With two separate fuel tanks, range 


between fill-ups is extended -by up to 
150 miles in the case of the S70. Fears 
about safety are dispelled by Mslvo. The 
reinforced gas tank wflJ withstand 
massive impact, it asserts. And if its 
lighter-than-air content did escape, it 
would rise and disperse, not “pool” on 
the ground. Unlike petrol and LPG, 
CNG does not need transporting in 
bulk by road. It’s piped to the pumps, 
using existing underground networks. 

There are sna^ - starting with the 
cost of conversion to gas, which is nor- 
mally a four-figure sum. For roving dri- 
vers, the number of gas refuelling 
stations- 17 British Gas ones at the last 
count, though others are planned -is un- 
acceptably small The infrastructure 
needed to make CNG or LPG viable na- 
tionally is in a classic chicken and egg 
situation: no demand, no forecourt 
pumps; no pumps, no customers. It is 
this that has so far restricted gas users 
to urban fleet operators with their own 
supply. Another deterrent is that the 
large gas tank occupies much of the bool 



Volvo’s Bi-Fuel is based on the S7Q saloon and V70 estate 


To change from one fuel to the oth- 
er, you amply flick a switch. Should the 
gas run out, the engine reverts to un- 
leaded. It also starts on petrol, which 
ignites more readily than CNG. Per- 
formance? Even on petrol, the STO's 


2,435cc five-cylinder engine is hardly 
vigorous. On gas - which cuts power 
by about 10 per cent - acceleration is 
sluggish. Performance apart, you 
couldn't tell which fuel was in use. The 
engine is smooth and quiet on both. 



GAVIN GREEN 


The Singapore sting 


You can bet, as New 
Labour’s boffins thrash 
out the details of next 
year’s big anti-car trans- 
port policy statement due 
in the Spring, that they 

wffi be casting an envious 

eye on one of the world’s 
smallest yet most lucra- 
tive car markets (lucra- 
tive foe the government, 
that is). 

S ingap ore, where Tve 
spent the past week, has 
the world’s highest mo- 
toring taxes. A Ford Ka, 
£7.995 to you or me in 
Britain, costs 3IS105,000 
(£42,000). A Land Rover 
Discovery costs £140,000 
(£21,000 in Britain). The 
vast majority of that price 
is tax, of course. The of- 
ficial line is that the tax- 
es discourage car growth, 
prev enting traffic chaos in 
a small, rich city. This is 
no doubt a corollary. Just 
as attractive, these taxes 
are a massive cash cow, 
paying for numerous 
public projects. 

On top of the car 
price taxes, motorists pay 
toad tax averaging £800 
a year, and a road pric- 
ing levy for access to the 
city centre of about £25 
a month. Next year elec- 
tronic road pricing starts: 
Singapore will be the 
first country to have it 
Large gantries over city 
centre feeder roads will 
automatically “read” and 
deduct credits from pay- 
cards placed in the wind- 
screen. Despite these 
costs, Singaporeans con- 
tinue to buy their cars in 
growing numbers. Even 
in a small city state with 
good public transport, 
they want independent 
mobility. 

The biggest single mo- 
toring tax is foe Certificate 
of Entitlement (COE), 
an idea which could well 
appeal to some of New 
Labour’s greener MPs. 
This year $S12 billion 
(£4.8 billion) will be 
raised by them. You need 
one to register a car, and 
they are rationed every 
year to control car num- 
bers. Their cost varies 
depending on engine size: 
the smaller the engine, foe 
less it costs. A COE fora 
2.0-litre Mondeo. for in- 
stance, is currently worth 
$S68.000 (£27,000). 

A COE lasts a car for 
10 years. After that, an- 
other one is needed. As 
there is no concession for 
used cars, most old care 
are scrapped. A few are 


exported to other Asfcn 
markets. Owners of valu- 
able or prized classic cars 
usually fork out again. 
The number of new 
COEs issued every year 
is the same as the 
amount of old cars tak- 
en off the road, although 
the government typical- 
ly allows for 3 per cent 
growth, to help satiny car 
demand .among Shiga-; 
pore’s increasingly afflu- 
ent population. 

• As an upshot, Singa- 
pore has an incredibly 
young car population.. 
And, as old cars cause far 
more pollution than new - 
catalysed models, the city 
air quality is usually good 
(at least it will be when 
the forest fires in In- 
donesia are put out - the 
smoke has been causing 
foe most appalling haze). 

No one is suggesting 
that Jaguar driver John 
Prescott will be pushing 
' for four- or five-fold in- 
creases in car prices come 
May. Not even the green- 
est MP: would suggest 
such a surefire way to 
block up the economy. 
But the car permit prin- 
ciple - the certificate of 
entitlement idea -would 
certainly appeal to some 
legislators for use in 
crowded conurbations. 
We certainly won't see it 
in May. But longer term, 
if traffic grows at foe lev- 
el forecast, it is posable 
in our larger dties - albeit 
at nothing tike the cost of 
COEs in Singapore. 

More probable in foe 
short term is electronic 
road pricing, at least for 
those entering big conur- 
bations. The results of the 
Singaporean system will 
be closely monitored. 

Even more likely, next 
year we will see the 
biggest-ever jump in mo- 
toring costs. The RAC 
and foe AA will com- 
plain, Friends of the 
Earth will welcome it, 
and “Honest” John 
Prescott will say he had 
to do it, for the sake of 
our kids. Some environ- 
mental good may come 
of it, if older polluting 
cars are penalised, and 
frugal new cars are en- 
couraged. But tty and 
large, we will keep on dri- 
ving - just as they do in 
Singapore. Motorists are 
an almost limitless source 
of funds, owing to the 
massive appeal of cars. 
And the Treasury, just as 
in Singapore, knows it. 
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MOTORING 


Registration Numbers 



Renault 


RENAULT LAGUNA 2.0s 1997 (P) 
Adriatic Uua (metallic superglass paint), abs, 
pas, ftn gma immobiliser, drivers a/bag. remote 
c/l e/w, s/e, and mirrors. 

Sports pack includes body coloured spoiler and 
wing mirrors, sports seats and upholstery. 

Full warranty and RAC cover to March 2000 

included. 

18,000 miles 

Immaculate condition. £12^250 ono. 

Tteh 01279 850602 


Citroen 


MBSXtekeDbul&MB 

MBWSte EroaraW 
Less tftan 100 rre** 
p Reg. Air Con 

T»o Years WaffWrty 
Str Months Tat 


bubpeadtat Rendtrt WmKtew 
ACw/dBuyWheulbtyStrODe 

Xantia LX L8I Estate 

Hennes Red or Polar White 
HUGO miles V Beg. Air Con 
Full HistoryL lWo Yeas 
ttfercaWy. Sx Months Tex 

£10,995 with £750 Min FX 
01442871234 

(Mata Dealer! 


Car Accessories 
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THE PHONE CALL 
THAT COULD 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE 


he 


perfect 

afternoon of romance... 

No plans. No worries. Just the two of us out and about, relaxing with 
a coffee or two. And fo think, I used to get bored with doing nothing. 
We r re off to the cinema ibis evening, so, see you later... J } 

To place your own FREE persona) od, coll 

0800 216318 


t VEN iHt CALL 15 FREE 


Fur FBff Im asndmoe fcom o Wa hnanab’ rafranriafro at Monfe’ftdqr far%kn. 

* 

. THE INDEPENDENT 
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Voice personals 




MY WORST CAR/ANDREW NUTTER'S VAUXHAIL CHEVETTE 


Gran’s banger becomes 
Tom Cruise’s missile 


Sto ch 


I was 21 and had failed my dri- 
ving test five times and to be 
honest I was starting to fed a lit- 
tle bit desperate. I really thought 
that I would never get to own a 
car. Eventually, though, I did 
pass, and as a present my grand- 
ma gave me her treasured car 
which turned out to be a \feux- 
hall Cbevette automatic. 

Now it was definitely the 
perfect car for her, but I had nty 
prototype Tbm Cruise image to 
think of So a small, blue, au- 
tomatic hatchback with no 
stereo or any other mod cons 
was hardly vfoat I had in mind. 
No wonder the Chevette soon 
got rechristened, very appro- 
priately as it turned out, as the 
“Shove it”. At least it looked 
very tidy. In fact the bodywork 
was absolutely perfect - until, 
that is, I got to work on il That 
was as a result of driving like 
the complete nutter char 2 am. 
1 managed to chalk up three mi- 
nor crashes in very quick suc- 
cession. This was mostly as a 
result of sliding on the icy 
roads because I would be at the 
fruit and veg markets for 4am 
during foe winter. 

Eventually my luck ran out 
on a return journey from foe 
market in the run-up to Christ- 
mas. I was in a traffic jam at foe 
time and the combination of 



S* 


Vauxhalfe ‘Shows it* suffered from a combination of ice and inexperience 


the early starts, no radio to 
keep me entertained and a 
5mph crawl meant that i quick- 
ly dropped off to sleep. Not sur- 
prisingly I crashed into foe 
car in front. It was very em- 
barrassing and I fell as though 
the whole world was watching 
me. The police towed my car 
away and there was no doubt 
that the little “Shove-it" was a 
complete write off. It was 


parked - well dumped really 
- outside my restaurant and 
looked like a complete eyesore. 

However, to my complete 
amazement someone offered 
me £75 for the wreckage. 2 used 
that as part of a deposit on nry 

dream car, a BMW 23 roadster. 
This couldn’t be more of a con- 
trast to old “Shove-it” and 
takes my breath away every 
time I go out for a drive. 2 feel 




very Janies Bond and have 
even added a very personal 
touch in that the nuniberptete 
reads A3 NUT 

These days everyone seems 
to stay out of the way. 1 wan- 
der why that is? .. * ?/ 

- . 1-y'e • 

Andrew Nutter -presents 
Nutter a radically 

cookay proffamme on Chanhd 

5, Sundays at 5.25pm.- : Y vL/ 
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